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Introduction

In section B, there were three questions based on creative essays and four questions based
on discursive essays.

In the creative essays, Q2(a) and Q2(b) were the most popular questions. In the discursive
essays Q2(d) and Q2(f) were the most popular questions. Candidates who attempted these
questions scored either full or high marks.

In Section C, there were four research-based essay questions, and the most popular was
Q3(d). The vast majority of candidates attempted this question and scored highly. The least
chosen question in this section was Q3(c).
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Question 1

The translation was attempted well for most of the paragraph, however there were

some more challenging parts that were translated correctly into Urdu by only a very few
candidates. These were the words ‘sharing’, 'to cope' and 'independent'. These were written
in Urdu script as they were. The words ‘'In spite of our parents' wishes' were not translated
by the majority of candidates. This question was based on translation. Candidates were
required to transfer the meaning into Urdu.

Candidates are advised to read the passage very carefully and to write their draft translation
first, before they complete their final draft. They should translate each and every word from
the passage to score full marks.

SECTION A: TRANSLATION
Question 1
Translate the following passage into Urdu.
Next year my brother hopes to go to university. He is going to study law in London provided he gets
good marks in his exams, which he expects to get. In spite of our parents' wishes, he insists on sharing
a flat with three friends. | hope he will be able to cope, because he has never learnt to cook or do

the housework. | think it will be very good for him to learn these new skills so that he will be able to
become more independent.
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Examiner Comments

This is an example of an excellent translation.

GCE Urdu 6UR0O4 01



Question 2 (a)

This question was attempted by very few candidates and had mixed responses, from across
the mark range. Some candidates wrote about a common trip to a country, but others wrote
about escape from the house and how they managed to get to the airport.

Most candidates scored reasonable marks, depending on their imagination and the quality of
language.
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This is an example of Q2(a), which tests the ability of candidates to write a creative essay.

Indicate which question you are answering by marking a cross in the box X. If you change your
mind, put a line through the box # and then indicate your new question with a cross [X.

Chosen question number:

Question 2(a) K Question 2(b) [ Question 2(c) [
Question 2(d) [ Question 2(e) [ Question 2(f) 3

Question 2(g) [ J
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Examiner Comments

The essay could be improved with better
understanding, organisation and development. The
communication is impaired, at times, by basic errors.

us

A
2/ OO ResultsP

Examiner Tip

Prepare a rough draft before you start writing your essay
Structure the essay properly

Show a good use of language
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Question 2 (b)

Most of the candidates chose to continue with the story written in Q2(b). This appeared to
be an easier alternative for candidates, than other questions.

However, candidates should realise that much imagination is required to gain high marks, in
contrast to the discursive questions.

Candidates scored high marks when they followed the rubric and so continued the passage,
and wrote a story with appropriate use of language, understanding, and development.
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This is an example of a good answer. The candidate followed the rubric and wrote a very
good creative response.

Indicate which question you are answering by marking a cross in the box [¥. If you change your
mind, put a line through the box # and then indicate your new question with a cross (.

Chosen question number:

e Question 2(a) [3 Question 2(b) X Question 2(c) [J
o Question 2(d) [3 Question 2(e) [ Question 2(f) [
e Question 2(g) [
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candidate has scored high marks in this question.
It is a very good example of:

e range and application of language
e accuracy of the target language

e understanding and response

e organisation and development
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Examiner T|p

Candidates should read the given
lines very carefully and start their
essay soon after them.
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Question 2 (c)
This question was answered by the majority of candidates and most of them responded very
well.

Those who attempted this question understood its demand. They gave all possible points to
answer the question.
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Candidates are advised to read the question very carefully and to understand the demands

of the question.

Y ®

Indicate which question you are answering by marking a cross in the box X. If you change your
mind, put a line through the box # and then indicate your new question with a cross [&.

Chosen question number:

Question 2(a) [
Question 2(d) [3
Question 2(g) [

Question 2(b) [ Question 2(c) K
Question 2(e) [ Question 2(f) [
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mmmmmmmmmmmm
This is an ex ample of an ex ceIIent essay.
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Question 2 (d)

This question was attempted by very few candidates, who wrote about becoming a parent
and the responsibilities of a parent afterwards.

Question 2 (e)
When looking at the responses for the discursive essay, not many students chose Q2(d).

Some candidates were able to perform very well here and reach the higher bands because
facts and opinions were stated - the requirement of discursive essays. Some candidates did
not understand the meaning and demand of the question and scored very low marks for
their essays.
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This example shows that students should read the question very carefully and understand
the meaning of the question. Most of the students did not understand the demands of the
question.

— PR Ay °

r X
Indicate which question you are answering by marking a cross in the box . If you change your
mind, put a line through the box & and then indicate your new question with a cross .
Chosen question number:
— Question 2(a) [ Question 2(b) [ Question 2(c) [
] Question 2(d) 3 Question 2(e) Question 2(f)
B Question 2(g) 3
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This is an example of how a candidate
has misunderstood the question.
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Question 2 (f)

Candidates presented some good advantages and disadvantages of visiting a country. They

gave very good points to explain their answer, showing that knowing about a country by
visiting it is completely different from getting all information via the Internet.

The candidates answered this question extremely well and achieved very high marks.

This question was very straightforward and most of the candidates answered this question
very well.

Indicate which question you are answering by marking a cross in the box . If you change your
mind, put a line through the box # and then indicate your new question with a cross X.
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This is an excellent example of a high-
scoring response to this question.
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Question 2 (g)

Once again, some candidates produced very interesting responses with good understanding
for this question. However, the quality of language was weaker for this question.
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Question 3 (a)

This question was attempted by quite a few candidates who indicated increase of population
problems, and how these can be improved. There were some candidates who attempted this
question, but did not provide a full answer.

Candidates are advised to read and understand the question very carefully.

This question has two parts, one is description and second one is evaluation. Most of the
candidates wrote on one part of the question ie description and scored low marks.

Indicate which question you are answering by marking a cross in the box [X. If you change your
mind, put a line through the box # and then indicate your new question with a cross [X.

Chosen question number: Question 3(a) & Question 3(b) £

Question 3(c) E£1 Question 3(d) £

9 op o 5 M Us
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ﬁ ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This is an example of a response that could have been improved.

The candidate shows a lack of research work. He makes
Baluchistan province a part of Punjab province.

Teachers are advised to make this point very clear to their
students: they should write with full research and know the facts.

OO ResultsPlus

Examiner Tip

Students could achieve very good marks if they divide the
question into two parts and organize and develop it properly.
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Question 3 (b)

Candidates wrote about various aspects of history and personalities - from the partition of
the subcontinent, to the more recent situations in Pakistan and the subcontinent.

In general, responses to this question showed a lack of reading, research and
understanding.

Students are asked to show good use of language, research skills, and understanding.
This question, again, resulted in a very poor response from all those who attempted it.

Teachers are advised to emphasise to their students that they must read the question very
carefully and understand what is required.

Simply, a period of history has been taught. This should have been chosen and a personality
should be selected. The person's decision, and the impact of his decision, will attract very
good marks.

Candidates wrote randomly on any personality, without mentioning the period of history.

Indicate which question you are answering by marking a cross in the box . If you change your
mind, put a line through the box & and then indicate your new question with a cross [X.

Chosen question number: Question 3(a) &3 Question 3(b) i
Question 3(c) £3 Question 3(d) £
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Examiner Comments

% ResultsPlus

This is an example of an answer that could be improved.

It is an example of poor research work and shows a lack of
understanding. There is no organization and development.

The candidate does not mention any period of history nor the
personality who had made any decision.
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Question 3 (c)

The demands of this question were not met by most candidates because although the
educational aspects were mentioned, the question overall was not addressed fully.

Generally, there was not substantial evidence of reading, research and understanding in
these responses.

Question 3 (d)

This was the most popular question and quite a variety of films was discussed, as was the
novel 'Mirat-ul-Aroos'.

Most candidates scored highly on this question, especially the ones who had chosen an Urdu
language book and Urdu movie like " Baghban", because they had better understanding of
the story and its various aspects.
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This is a very good example of Q3(d). There is good use of language, organisation and
development. It is a well-researched and organised piece of writing.

Indicate which question you are answering by marking a cross in the box [X. If you change your
mind, put a line through the box §& and then indicate your new question with a cross [X.

Chosen question number: Question 3(a) £ Question 3(b) &3
Question 3(c) Question 3(d) X
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Paper Summary

The majority of the candidates were fully prepared. They performed well, showing a very
good knowledge of difficult topic areas.

Based on their performance this year, candidates are offered the following advice:
e Candidates should read the question properly and follow the instructions

e Where there is a two-part question, both parts should be answered equally to score full
marks

e Candidates should use Urdu words to translate the passage and not English words

e Candidates are advised to start the answer in Section B Q2(b) following from the end of

the passage/story and not to start their answer from the beginning of the passage/story.

The question requires candidates to tell what happens next but sometimes candidates
gave the whole background or started the story from the beginning.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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