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Introduction
This is the fifth examination of the GCE Urdu qualification. The overall marking shows that 
the majority of centres are now preparing their students according to the requirements 
of the specification. This is reflected in the marks gained by the candidates in Section B 
(Reading) and Section C (Writing).
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Question 2
Section A: Listening

There are four questions in this section. The first two questions required non-verbal 
responses. Question 1 was a dialogue between a younger sister and an elder brother, about 
eating out in a restaurant.

Question 2 was a listening passage about boutiques and changing fashion.

Candidates were asked to put a cross against the four correct statements from the given 
eight. The majority of candidates scored at least three marks. 

A few candidates were confused between option B (fashion does not stay the same for a 
long time) and option C (women wear clothes of their choice). The latter was not mentioned 
in the passage. A gentle reminder for the teachers - give enough practice to candidates for 
listening tasks where they have to listen for the relevant key words.

Question 3
Q3 was a passage about the importance of education and relations, as compared with 
buying expensive items. 

For this question, candidates were required to complete a gap-fill exercise, by selecting the 
appropriate English letter corresponding with the selected word from a given list of eight 
words in Urdu.

Generally, the majority of candidates scored full marks. They had prepared well for such 
Urdu vocabulary and grammar tasks.
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Question 4
This question was an interview with Ali about giving up smoking and candidates were asked 
to listen and answer the given questions in Urdu. 

The assessment criteria required that the candidate should be able to listen to the interview 
and extract specific information, based on the question asked. There was a total of eight 
marks allocated to this question. Candidates' responses were marked on how relevant the 
answer was, and not on the accuracy of the Urdu grammar and spelling.

The assessment criteria for Q4 state that candidates should be able to listen, and extract 
the specific information, for the part of the question being asked. 

Being a listening skills test, the candidates are not penalised for 'lifting' directly from 
the text, neither for poor quality of Urdu language. However, they should either respond in a 
short relevant sentence or give key words, and not copy out part of the spoken sentence.
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For the whole Listening Section, candidates should listen to the recording, make notes and 
replay as required, in the specified time.

For Q4, this is more critical because it is a long interview.  Listening and selecting the key 
words is essential. 

If Ali is being interviewed about how he gave up smoking, it is imperative to understand 
what is being asked, and then to select appropriate, relevant, vocabulary.

Although the candidate has managed to answer some items of this question correctly, they have 
failed to understand part of (c) and (f).

It is imperative to read the question a few times and then respond to it.
6 marks

Examiner Comments

Question 4(c) was about two things that Ali did not use as a support to give up smoking.

Question 4(f) was about Seema's comment in her last sentence. 
A very effective way to answer such questions is to replay and listen to the specific part of the 
interview and make notes before writing down the answer.

Examiner Tip
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The candidate has managed to answer all six items correctly. They have given short answers using 
their own words, and refrained from surplus writing. 

Examiner Comments
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Question 6
Section B: Reading

There were three questions in this Section. 

Q5 was about views of young people regarding education and employment. It required a 
non-verbal response. The majority of the candidates scored high marks on this question.

Q6 was about Nazia Hasan, the first pop star of Pakistan.

Candidates were required to read the passage in Urdu and answer the question in English, 
relating their answers exclusively to the passage and convey all relevant information 
required. 

A large number of candidates scored at least four marks.  A few candidates lost one or two 
marks, either by not understanding what was being asked or not having enough English 
vocabulary to transfer the relevant answer in English.
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To score full marks in 6 (e), the candidate should have been more careful in understanding the 
question, What is being said about the popularity of other pop singers?

The answer is in the last line of the passage:  
No other pop singer has gained the same popularity as Nazia Hasan
4 marks

Examiner Comments
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This is a very good answer because the candidate has managed to write short, specific responses 
to what is being asked, in all items. 

5 marks

Examiner Comments
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This candidate could have scored full marks if the response for 6 (a) had been complete and 
relevant. 

It says in the passage "Nazia Hasan was the first pop singer of Pakistan". There is no mention of a 
"famous pop singer".
3 marks

Examiner Comments

For this question, candidates must practice how to read a passage in one language (Urdu) and 
transfer the meaning into another language (English).

Examiner Tip
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Question 7
Q7 was a narrated passage about a visit to Lahore and the popularity of street cricket in 
Pakistan. The candidates were required to answer the target language questions in their 
own words, in Urdu.

It was pleasing to note that quite a large number of centres have prepared their students 
for this task and there were some very good responses. 

However, some candidates did not follow the rubric and failed to rephrase the language from 
the passage.  There were some examples where total 'lifting' of sentences from the passage 
was carried out. In such cases, the candidates did not manipulate the language and lost 
valuable marks. 
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The candidate has lost four out of 
the possible ten marks due to total 
'lifting' from the given passage for 
part of 7 (d) and (f), and for 7 (g) 
and (h).
6 marks

Examiner Comments

Candidates must always read the instructions carefully.
If the question demands using their own words, 
candidates should practice and learn the technique 
of how to rephrase a sentence from the paragraph, 
without losing the actual meaning of the sentence.

Examiner Tip
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The candidate has understood the question 
but lost marks in nearly all items. There has 
been total 'lifting' from the passage.
1 mark

Examiner Comments

The candidate could have scored good 
marks if slight manipulation of the language 
had taken place.

Examiner Tip
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Question 8
Section C: Writing

Candidates are required to write 200-220 words in the form of an article in Urdu, based on 
a short language stimulus. The question carries 30 of the total 70 marks.

The assessment criteria for Q8 establish the Content and Response and Quality of Language 
and both carry 15 marks each. In order to achieve high marks for this writing task, both the 
content and the quality of language should be in the upper bands of the assessment criteria.
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The candidate has covered all of the bullet points but with minimum expansion. 
10 marks - Content and Response
12 marks - Quality of Language

Examiner Comments

The candidate could have scored more in Content if they had elaborated on some bullet points 
and refrained from unnecessary and incorrect use of proverbs.

Examiner Tip
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Although the candidate has managed to cover all of the bullet points and elaborated on some, the language 
quality is not as good as in the previous example and so the total score remains the same for both 
candidates. 
To achieve high marks for this question, both the Content and Quality of Language assessment criteria are 
equally important.

Examiner Comments
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Paper Summary
Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice.

• Rubrics or instructions should be followed carefully for each type of question

• Listening for specific information and making notes is important for Section A of this 
paper

• It is better to write relevant key words, than long irrelevant sentences (Q4 and Q7)

• Q7 demands responses in your own words. Candidates must avoid total 'lifting' from the 
given passage, and should try to manipulate the language.

• For the writing task, Q8, it is important for candidates to plan and organise the essays, 
in order to achieve marks in the top bands for both Content and Quality of Language
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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