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This booklet contains reports written by Examiners on the work of candidates in certain papers.  Its contents
are primarily for the information of the subject teachers concerned.
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GCE Advanced Level

Paper 9689/02

Reading and Writing

General comments

In general, the performance of the candidates was good.  To illustrate the clear simple style an answer for
Question 3 (a) follows.

The candidates’ performance in understanding the meanings of words and concepts was also good.

However, the use of language could be improved as candidates struggled with the use of case markers,
tenses and transitive and intransitive verbs.  Examples:

There were also some difficulties with phonetics, certain problems causing spelling mistakes such as:

Special attention in this area is required.

Comments on specific questions

Question 1

(e) Candidates found it difficult to identify the following word:

Question 2

Candidates were expected to use the words in their own sentences and most of them performed well.

Questions 3 and 4

Many of the candidates identified the required content  They were expected to respond in their own words.
They should be trained in that way.
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Question 5

Candidates were successful in summarising the ideas from the given passage, but they did not go beyond
the passage.  They should be trained not only to draw out ideas from the passage but also to express their
own opinion about the material.

Paper 9689/03

Essay

General comments

The general performance in this Paper was good.  Candidates were able to organise and structure their
essays. Headings were also used appropriately.

Example 1

Structure of the essay with subtitles:

Example 2

This reveals the simple style and good introduction to the essay.
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Comments on specific questions

Question 1

Candidates should think of the present day situation in India.  A tradition strongly followed so far is
challenged.  Candidates were expected to argue and illustrate whether traditions can be followed as such or
in a modified way and to draw conclusions.

Question 2

Performance was  good, but candidates usually described rather than analysed the importance of education.
Instead, candidates should have tried to approach this particular question to bring out the importance of
education in the present day world.

Question 3

An analysis of the implications of computer technology in present day life was expected in this question.
Candidates did fairly well, but more emphasis should be put on analysis and the drawing of conclusions.

Question 4

In this question candidates were expected  to understand the effect of war and to think about ways to avoid
it.

Question 5

Candidates had to think about the present day position of employment and suggest solutions.  This brought
out candidates’ problem solving ability.

Question 6

No candidates answered on Young People.

Paper 9689/04

Texts

General comments

Candidates performed better than last year in this Paper.  The language style of the candidates also
improved considerably.  They were able to use complex sentences and literary style.  An example follows:

However, the introductions to the question attempted by the candidates were quite lengthy when compared
to the length of the answers.  Instead of this Teachers should train candidates to see beyond the lines, and
understand the author’s intention and underlying themes.

Comments on specific questions

Question 1

(a)(i) The meaning of the lines given in simple sentences in enough.

(ii) Candidates struggled to answer this sub-division of the question.

(b) The points should be presented in a comprehensive way bringing out the intention of the poet.
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Question 2

(a)(i) The idea of the author as envisaged in the given five couplets is expected to be written.

(ii) This essay type question expects the ideas of the author from the chapter as a whole.  Candidates
attempted this, but some guidance is still required from Teachers.

(b) Candidates did fairly well for this question.

Question 3

(a)(b) Candidates’ performance was good.  The answers were acceptable.

Question 4

(a)(b) These questions were usually well answered.

Question 5

(a)(b) In both texts the given ideas were well comprehended by the candidates.  They also tried to find
out the underlying idea in the poems.

Question 6

(a) Candidates tried to bring together all the information available in the drama.  The expectation is to
assess the knowledge of the candidates about the characterisation in reference to that king.  The
development of the character of that king should have been discussed.

(b) The information available about the statue was given adequately.

Question 7

(a) The incidents in the life of Karpagam as described in the short story were expected and given.

(b) The story is expected to be given in the candidates’ own language.  Candidates were able to do it.

Question 8

(a)(b) This question was well answered.

Paper 9689/05

Prose

General comments

In general the candidates were able to answer this Paper well.  Some of the words like dancers, treachery,
triumph of good over evil, tourist industry were found to be difficult to translate, eg:

for

shows the inability of the candidates to find the exact word in the target language.




