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Commentary 
 
This candidate belonged to the minority who made errors in using the Poisson 
distribution tables. She did however give a good explanation in part (c). 
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Question 2 
 

 
 
Student response 
 
 

 
 



Commentary 
 
In part (c) this candidate evaluated three points and plotted them with a dot on the 
graph. Then, surprisingly, he drew a line which did not pass through the points.          
  Like a number of other candidates he did not know what was required in part (d) 
butiimplied the answer to (d) in part (e). This received 2 marks out of 3. 
   In part (e) the question asked for 'an appropriate degree of accuracy'  and so the 
candiate was penalised for giving 6 significant figures.  
  A good attempt at part (f) but to gain both marks he needed to point out that quarter 
2 of 2005 did not follow the previous pattern and so could not be successfully 
forecast by a purely statistical method. 
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Question 3 
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Commentary 
 
     A good answer although all that was needed in part (b)(i) was to evaluate the 
square-root of 2.2. The candidates method was correct but  more complicated than  
necessary. 
   For full marks in part (b)(ii) it was necessary make a judgement and to give some 
interpretation to the standard deviation i.e. variability similar or variability slightly 
higher for Clarion 
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Commentary 
 
 
   A good answer apart from breaking the vertical scale for the line diagram in 
part (d) 
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Question 5 
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Commentary 
 
    This candidate got off to a bad start by confusing the sample size with the 
population size. 
   Like many candidates he answered a different question than the one which was 
asked in part (c)(i). 
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