
Examiners’ Report

June 2022

International A Level Spanish WSP04 01



Edexcel and BTEC Qualifications

Edexcel and BTEC qualifications come from Pearson, the UK's largest awarding body. We 
provide a wide range of qualifications including academic, vocational, occupational and 
specific programmes for employers. For further information visit our qualifications websites 
at www.edexcel.com or www.btec.co.uk.

Alternatively, you can get in touch with us using the details on our contact us page at 
www.edexcel.com/contactus.

Giving you insight to inform next steps

ResultsPlus is Pearson's free online service giving instant and detailed analysis of your 
students' exam results.

See students' scores for every exam question.
Understand how your students' performance compares with class and national averages.
Identify potential topics, skills and types of question where students may need to develop 
their learning further.

For more information on ResultsPlus, or to log in, visit www.edexcel.com/resultsplus. Your 
exams officer will be able to set up your ResultsPlus account in minutes via Edexcel Online.

Pearson: helping people progress, everywhere

Pearson aspires to be the world’s leading learning company. Our aim is to help everyone 
progress in their lives through education. We believe in every kind of learning, for all kinds of 
people, wherever they are in the world. We’ve been involved in education for over 150 years, 
and by working across 70 countries, in 100 languages, we have built an international 
reputation for our commitment to high standards and raising achievement through 
innovation in education. Find out more about how we can help you and your students at: 
www.pearson.com/uk.

June 2022

Publications Code WSP04_01_2206_ER

All the material in this publication is copyright

© Pearson Education Ltd 2022

2International A Level Spanish WSP04 01

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/about-us/qualification-brands/edexcel.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/about-us/qualification-brands/btec.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/contact-us.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/Services/ResultsPlus.html


Introduction

Sections A and B

The following report contains commentaries on each of the questions in Section A (Listening) 
and Section B (Reading and Grammar). Examples of responses are provided for questions 
4,6,7 and 8.

Section C

The majority of candidates were able to demonstrate that they had researched their chosen 
topic, film or literary work well.

Examiners were genuinely impressed with the ability of many candidates to express 
themselves in writing in a language which is not their own. Candidates should always write in 
a register appropriate to the task. In a small number of cases, examiners encountered slang 
and informal language which was not suitable for an examination essay. Examiners also 
commented on a lack of accents. In some essays, there were no accents at all. Where a lack 
of accents caused ambiguity or affected the clarity of the writing, marks were lost.

A frequent observation from examiners is that in essays about films, candidates have a 
tendency to give a plot summary without including points of view and analysis.

Candidates should rememer to address both parts of the question. Some essays focus on 
the description or explanation aspect and forget to answer the second part. Essays which 
omit the "analiza" part of the question score in the lower mark bands for Critical analysis, 
organisation and development (AO3).

The most popular literary works were Como agua para chocolate, Las bicicletas son para el 
verano and Yerma. Of the films, the most popular choices were Ocho apellidos vascos and El 
laberinto del Fauno. However, all questions attracted some answers. The following report 
contains examples and commentaries on the most popular books and films.
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Question 3 (a)

El Canal de Panamá

Candidates listened to a report about the Panama Canal and then completed a cloze text 
question worth 4 marks. Most candidates correctly identified the four correct words and 
scored full marks. Most got questions (a) importantes and (d) más. The mark most frequently 
missed was (c) alimentadas. A small number of candidates did not get (b) marítimo.

This response scored 1 mark.

Question 3 (b)

This response scored 1 mark.

Question 3 (c)

This response scored 1 mark.
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Question 3 (d)

This response scored 1 mark.
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Question 4

El desperdicio de los alimentos

Candidates listened to an interview adapted from a radio broadcast about an app which 
reduces food waste. They had to pick out specific details, infer meaning and understand 
points of view.

Grammar and spelling is not assessed in this question. Marks were only lost if language 
errors affected the clarity of an answer.
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Q04(a): Correct answers explained that the leftover food was sold at 
the end of the day. This candidate scored 1 mark for this answer.

However, some candidates did not pay attention to the phrasing of the 
question (how can businesses reduce waste thanks to the app) and 
lifted a passage on what the app does.

Q04(b): The candidate has correctly mentioned cheap food and where 
it can be found.

Q04(c): Here the candidate has identified the key idea that the leftover 
food had to be in perfect condition.

Q04(d): There were a number of ways in which students could score 2 
marks for this question. They had to provide a comparison between 
wasting electricity and food. The key ideas were that people do not 
waste electricity but that they do waste food. Another way of looking at 
it was that people are aware of the environmental consequences of 
wasting electricity, but not of wasting food. Here, the candidate has 
clearly communicated the correct ideas.




7 International A Level Spanish WSP04 01



Q04(e): Correct answers had to explain the irony of food waste whilst 
many people suffer hunger. Some candidates mentioned hunger but 
did not relate it to food wastage, thereby missing the point. In this 
example, the candidate has identified not only the correct idea, but 
also the statistics mentioned in the report.


Q04(f): Many answers simply said that society must fight against the 
problems without explaining what they were. In this example, the 
candidate has provided the necessary detail.

Q04(g): A number of candidates simply said that the pollution is the 
same as in other industries, without mentioning the energy used to 
transport food which is then wasted. In this example, the candidate 
has qualified the initial point with the required information.
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Candidates should show the examiner clearly that they have 
understood each question. They should not leave out a detail because 
they have referred to it in a previous question.
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Question 6

Dislexia: cuando los sueños no se escriben con palabras.

A text adapted from El País about dyslexia.
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Q06(a): The answer needed to specify that the 10% referred to the 
percentage of the population with dyslexia. “Las personas con dislexia” 
or “Las personas que tienen una dificultad en el aprendizaje” did not 
score the mark. This candidate scored 1 mark for their answer.

Q06(b): The answer “salir del armario de la dislexia” was not accepted 
for the mark unless accompanied by a mention of being open about 
dyslexia. The idea of showing that dyslexics could be successful was 
also accepted. In this example, the candidate scored 1 mark.

Q06(c): Many answers simply said that people should not laugh at 
others without further clarification. In this example, the candidate has 
given a full explanation. The best answers mentioned an attitude, for 
example, “comprensión” towards the difficulties of other people.


Q06(d): Many said that both learning difficulties were not related to 
intelligence or to the potential for improvement and scored the mark. 
Answers needed to refer to both learning difficulties. Where it was not 
clear to which difficulty the answer referred, the point was not given.

In this example, the candidate scored 1 mark.

Q06(e): Here were several possible answers eg “creatividad”. 
Candidates who copied “El valor de sus fortalezas” did not score.

This candidate scored 1 mark for their answer.

Candidates should try to give the information the question asks for 
rather than copying directly from the text. Most questions will require 
them to manipulate the language of the text. Some questions will ask 
them to read between the lines and infer meaning. For example, 
Q06(c) asks for an attitude, but the words are not in the text. They have 
to understand and explain in their own words.
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Question 7

El camino al paraíso: cinco años cruzando fronteras para llegar a España.

This text about the experiences of a young migrant was adapted from an article from El País.
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Q07(a): Candidates had to indicate that Ousman wanted to provide 
education for young people from Ghana. “Su país” was also accepted.

Q07(b): The key idea was that the journey was dangerous. Accepted 
answers made reference in some way to the perils of the journey.

Q07(c): The majority of candidates communicated the key idea that the 
mafia wanted to abandon the migrants. Other ideas, such as keeping 
their money, were accepted if added to the main idea of abandoning 
them.

Q07(d): Most candidates gave two correct ideas: that the migrants 
were promised “pateras” but were only given wood to build their own 
and that the journey took much longer than the mafia said it would. 
Occasionally, marks were lost because they referred to the mafia in the 
Sahara.

Q07(e): Many candidates scored 2 marks. Some appeared to include 
information from their own knowledge. They can only be credited for 
correct information from the text. In this example, the answer 
mentions two correct ideas in the first answer. The mention of an 
adoptive family was not accepted as an answer, but as the two correct 
ideas came first, the candidate was able to score both marks.


Q07(f): Some candidates lost the mark because they said what a young 
person does not have to do, which does not answer the question. 
Possible correct answers included staying in your own country, 
working online, working from home.
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Q07(g): In this question, candidates had to understand that Ousman 
was talking about providing education in Ghana and not studying at 
home. Correct answers included the idea that young people could 
access education in their own country.


Q07(h): Correct answers mentioned an effect on the migration crisis, 
not on young people. Many lost the mark by saying simply that young 
people have the same opportunities without risking their lives and 
omitting the idea of reducing migration.

This candidate’s response to Q07 scored 10 marks.

Answers must come from the information in the text, not from your 
prior knowledge.

Try to allow yourself time to read the texts twice. Do not skim through 
looking for answers to the questions. If you do this, you may not fully 
understand the overall meaning of sections of the text.
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Question 8

Grammar

Candidates transformed phrases from the reading comprehension texts in questions 5, 6 and 
7. They had to include the given structures in each question and produce a correct phrase 
without altering the meaning of the original.

The phrases were emboldened in order to help students to find them in texts 5, 6 and 7.

Q08(a): Using ‘disponible a’ rather than 'disponible para’ was a common 
error. The use of ‘tiene disponible’ or ‘está disponible’ was not 
accepted.

Q08(b): Some candidates made verb errors, for example,

`hace´,`será´.
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Q08(c): A number of answers omitted ‘encuentra’ or used the infinitive, 
and lost the mark. The omission of ‘a’ or ‘para’ after ‘motiva’ lost the 
mark.

Q08(d): `Tendrán´ was not accepted as the verb in the original is 
singular. 


Q08(e): A number wrote ‘agradecido’ instead of ‘agraciado’. ‘Han sido’ 
did not score because the verb in the text is singular, agreeing with 
‘nadie’.
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Q08(f): The conditional was required, either ‘conducirían’ or ‘podrían 
conducir’.   

Q08(g): There were several ways of doing this one and most candidates 
scored the mark.


Q08(h): The imperfect subjunctive caused a few problems but many 
got it right.
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Q08(i): A few changed ‘exigidos’ to ‘exigidas’.


Q08(j): Some answers lost the mark because they left out an element 
of the original. There were several correct formulations of the sentence 
which fitted in with the original.

This candidate's response scored 10 marks.

Candidates should look for the emboldened phrases in the reading 
comprehension texts. They should check their answer keeps the same 
meaning as the original in context.
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Question 9 (a)

Geography

In this question candidates described the economy of the region or country they had studied. 
They analysed the geographic factors which have influenced the development of this 
economy.

The most successful essays went beyond the descriptive and were able to identify and 
explain the factors that lead to that region taking off economically. Some were also able to 
identify and explain key points in the history of the region which had contributed to 
economic success. Examiners were impressed with those essays which identified 
opportunities for further growth and analysed the necessary steps to be taken in order for 
the region to be able to make the most of its geographical advantage.
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This essay begins with a brief introduction which names the region.

The first paragraph is about tourism and the reasons for its success. It 
mentions the importance of the location, climate and atmosphere in 
attracting tourists and gives a statistic about the number of tourists to 
the region and where they come from.

The second paragraph is on the importance of the citrus fruit industry, 
and mentions geographical factors which contribute to its success.

The third paragraph is about the production of tiles and the 
advantages of the location in the success of this industry. It mentions 
some ceramic companies and the importance of the ports. There are 
details about the impact of recent events on the ceramic industry.

The conclusion is linked to the ideas in the essay. It summarises how 
geographical factors influence the economy and ends with the 
candidate's opinion.

The essay contains a range of factual knowledge and supporting 
evidence. It is well organised and coherent. The language is fluent and 
varied throughout.

Critical analysis: 17 marks

Content and communication: 12 marks

Quality of language: 5 marks

Candidates should use specific information and facts to support their 
points of view. This will demonstrate that they have researched the 
topic well.

23 International A Level Spanish WSP04 01



Question 9 (b)

Geography

Candidates described one or more conservation projects in the region or country that they 
had studied. They analysed the impact of the projects on the region or country.

A small number of candidates answered this question. Several of the essays provided only 
general information about the area and did not focus on conservation projects.

Some essays discussed local traditions. This could have been an successful angle if a link with 
the idea of preserving them and their impact on the region had been clearly made.
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Question 10 (a)

History

Candidates described the society of the period they had studied. They analysed the influence 
of social structures on the course of events in the country.

Most essays on this topic either mentioned Azaña’s government, the social reforms and how 
they affected society or Franco and the nature of society under his dictatorship.
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Question 10 (b)

Candidates described a treaty or an agreement which was important during the period they 
had studied. They analised the consequences of this treaty or agreement for the country.

Examiners accepted a range of different types of treaty or agreement.
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This essay discusses the creation of the Spanish Constitution of 1931. 
It begins with a short, clear introduction which mentions the treaty, the 
reforms which followed and their modernising effect on Spain.

The first paragraph discusses the impact of the separation of the 
church and the state and the division this change caused in society.

The second paragraph is about educational reforms, more widespread 
literacy in the country and explains how these developments led to 
dissatisfaction with the government.

The third paragraph discusses land reforms and comments on the 
divisions they created within society.

The conclusion summarises the aspects of the agreement mentioned 
in the essay, observing that it modernised the country but also 
polarised society.

This essay has a clear structure and a coherent argument with analysis. 
The introduction indicates the aspects of the topic which the essay will 
consider. The paragraphs are rather long, but each one focuses on a 
different aspect of the topic. There is detail and depth within each 
paragraph. The conclusion summarises the points in the essay and 
contains a personal response.

Critical analysis: 18 marks

Content and communication: 14 marks

Quality of language: 5 marks

The introduction should give the reader an idea of how the essay is 
going to approach the question as in this example. Some introductions 
contain general information about a topic which is not relevant to the 
question.
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Question 11 (a)

Como agua para chocolate

Candidates explained the use of symbols in the novel. They analysed how symbols help 
communicate a message to the reader.

Many of the essays on this topic demonstrated competent analysis of symbolism in the 
novel. Most focused on the magical realism in the novel and its use of symbolism.
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This essay begins with an introduction which sets out the aspects of 
the topic that will be considered.

The first paragraph considers the symbolism of food, giving a specific 
example and quotations to support the ideas. This section of the essay 
would have benefited from breaking into shorter paragraphs, however 
the argument remains clear.

The second paragraph is about how birds are used to symbolise 
repression and Tita’s desire for freedom.

The third paragraph discusses Dr John Brown’s box of matches story 
and how it helps to show the harm which Tita has suffered.

The conclusion ends with the observation that symbols show Tita’s 
emotions to the reader without the need to explain them in words.

A detailed essay with plenty of evidence, quotations and examples. 
There is a high level of analysis throughout.

Critical analysis: 18 marks

Content and communication: 14 marks

Quality of language: 5 marks

Use quotations as evidence to support your points of view about the 
text.
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Question 11 (b)

Como agua para chocolate

Candidates described the differences between Rosaura and Gertrudis. They analysed which 
of the sisters has greater influence in Tita's life.

Examiners saw some good essays which devoted a paragraph in turn to an analysis of the 
characters of Gertrudis and Rosaura and then concentrating on how the sisters each 
influenced Tita.

The highest scoring candidates were able to explain the differences between Gertrudis and 
Rosaura, but quite a few simply went through the biography of one and then the other. Some 
candidates did not describe the differences between the sisters. They gave only a superficial 
description and a summary of the story.

Most candidates displayed excellent factual knowledge and quoted passages from the novel. 
However, many candidates stayed in the descriptive, not always exploring the ramifications 
of the facts they presented. This was particularly noticeable in the conclusions, where most 
candidates successfully summed up the main points of their essay, but a personal 
interpretation and insightful observations were sometimes lacking.
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In this example, the essay begins by saying that Gertrudis had a 
different father from the other two sisters and that this is an important 
factor.

The first paragraph contrasts Gertrudis and Rosaura, how they 
represent freedom and oppression respectively and the impact of 
Rosaura’s marriage to Pedro on Tita.

The second paragraph discusses the relationship between Gertrudis 
and Tita and the closeness between the sisters.

The third paragraph further explains the connection between 
Gertrudis and Tita, evidenced by Tita’s rescue of Gertrudis’ relationship 
by explaining her parentage after the birth of Gertrudis’ child.

The essay concludes with the observation that, not only are the sisters 
different, but their relationship with Tita is also very different. The 
candidate draws a conclusion about which sister has more influence 
on Tita’s life.

The essay is well-focused on both parts of the question. It has a 
coherent argument and is well-organised. There is good detail and 
supporting evidence throughout. Although the candidate does not use 
quotations, there are references to the text which show an in-depth 
understanding of the novel and support the points of view in the essay.

Critical analysis: 19 marks

Content and communication: 14 marks

Quality of language: 5 marks

Do not be tempted to try to include everything you know about a 
particular aspect of a work. Try to focus all your comments on the 
question. Make sure you address both the description and the analysis 
part.
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Question 12 (a)

El príncipe destronado

Candidates described the relationship between Quico and Juan. They analysed how Quico's 
elder siblings influence him.

There were a small number of essays on this question. They said that Juan was a role model 
for Quico and described the games the children play together. Most candidates referred to 
how the elder children encourage Quico to be naughty and the reasons why he needs to feel 
he is the centre of attention.

Question 12 (b)

El príncipe destronado

Candidates explained what being "bad" means for Quico. They analysed how the novel 
presents other forms of evil in the world of adults.

There were only a few essays on this topic. Candidates described Quico’s mischief and 
naughty behaviour. They commented on the negative influence of Quico’s father on his 
mother, but did not take the analysis further to consider the sector of the society of the time 
which he represents.
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Question 13 (a)

Inés del alma mía

No candidates chose to write about this novel.

Question 13 (b)

Inés del alma mía

No candidates chose to write about this novel.
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Question 14 (a)

Las bicicletas son para el verano

Candidates explained the different ideologies of two characters in the play. They analysed the 
consequences of the Civil War for the two characters.

Popular choices of characters were Don Luis and Doña María Luisa or Manolita and Julio. 
Candidates mostly explained the differences in ideologies well, although did not always 
provide sufficient analysis about why the war affected the characters differently.
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This essay begins with an introduction which is focused on the 
question. It indicates the characters it will go on to discuss and their 
different ideologies.

The first paragraph is about Don Luis and provides good evidence to 
support the candidate’s point of view. There is analysis of what the 
evidence shows us about the character.

The second paragraph about Doña Antonia also provides evidence and 
analysis about the character and her values.

The third paragraph analyses how the play ends for the two characters, 
observing how the play shows that people suffered tragic 
consequences regardless of their ideology.

A simple conclusion summarises the main ideas of the essay.

This is a well-organised essay with a coherent argument, good use of 
evidence and analysis. It could have had a more developed conclusion 
and individual response.

Critical analysis: 18 marks

Content and communication: 13 marks

Quality of language: 5 marks
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Question 14 (b)

Las bicicletas son para el verano

Candidates described the relationships between men and women in the play. They analysed 
why some relationships did not have a happy ending.

Popular choices of relationships to describe were Manolita and Julio, Luisito and his young 
loves, Doña Dolores and Don Luis, María and Basilio.

Most essays displayed good knowledge of the plot of the play, but some simply summarised, 
therefore remaining descriptive and not delving into the crux of the question. Introductions 
were occasionally long and unrelated to the topic of the essay. The analysis part was often 
included very succinctly as part of the conclusion and not fully addressed.
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Question 15 (a)

Yerma

Candidates explained the theme of freedom in the play. They analysed why Yerma's situation 
leads to a tragic ending.

This question was a popular choice. Most candidates displayed excellent factual knowledge 
and quoted (albeit sometimes incorrectly) passages of the script. Only a few candidates were 
able to go beyond the descriptive and make a deep analysis of how freedom is presented in 
the play and the role it plays in the tragic ending.

While some candidates didn’t have a conclusion, the majority did and they successfully 
summed up the main points of their essay. Some conclusions were generic, or made 
reference to Lorca’s society without linking it to the play. The highest scoring essays 
concluded a comprehensive summary of their main points with a personal interpretation.
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In this example, the introduction begins with the idea that Yerma is 
oppressed and cannot be happy without freedom.

The first paragraph discusses the importance of “la honra” for Yerma 
and how it is inextricably linked to her fulfilment of her role in society.

The second paragraph considers how Yerma’s freedom is limited by a 
male dominated society and its damaging effect on Yerma.

The third paragraph looks at Yerma’s relationship with Victor and her 
desire for motherhood. Her inability to express her true nature is 
another way in which her freedom and happiness are limited.

A fourth paragraph looks at how Yerma’s increasing desperation brings 
disapproval and gossip which further limits her freedom.

The conclusion summarises how a lack of freedom leads to the tragic 
ending of the play.

The essay could have benefited from a more detailed explanation of 
the tragic ending.

Critical analysis: 18 marks

Content and communication: 14 marks

Quality of language: 5 marks

If candidates are not fully familiar with the quotation and the context it 
comes from, they should explain rather than quote. They can also use 
single words or short quotations which are much easier to remember.
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Question 15 (b)

Yerma

Candidates described how the family in the rural Spain of the period is presented in the play. 
They analysed the influence of the family on Yerma.

This was the less popular of the two choices. Candidates wrote about Yerma's arranged 
marriage to Juan, the subordinate position of women in the family and the importance of 
family honour.
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Question 16 (a)

El laberinto del Fauno

Candidates explained how the film presents the concept of innocence. They analysed 
whether or not Ofelia loses her innocence as the story develops.

A few essays looked at different aspects of idea of innocence, for example the innocence of a 
child trying to escape from a harsh world. Some mentioned the young hunter, murdered for 
a crime he did not commit, or the doctor who commits a crime against the regime by helping 
the maquís, but retains his moral integrity. Most essays focused on Ofelia and her willingness 
to believe in fairy tales. Few mentioned that the drop of the blood of an innocent which 
opens the labyrinth is Ofelia's.

Question 16 (b)

El laberinto del Fauno

Candidates described cinematic techniques used by the director. They analysed how these 
techniques emphasise certain aspects of the film.
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There is a clear introduction which details how the essay will approach 
the question.

There is a long first paragraph which discusses the use of colour to 
distinguish between the real and fantasy worlds. There are references 
to scenes as evidence and analysis of cinematographic effects.

The second paragraph is shorter, referring to camerawork, transitions 
between scenes and the effects they create. In this case, the candidate 
does not support the observation with evidence.

The third paragraph is about the use of colour to distinguish between 
the two opposing bands.

A fourth paragraph discusses techniques used to present the 
character, Vidal.

A fifth paragraph mentions the use of colours to create a sense of 
ambiguity in the scenes in which the Faun appears.

The conclusion summarises the content of the essay.

The essay is focused on the question, providing very good description 
of the techniques in the film and the effect they create. There is insight 
and analysis throughout most of the essay. It could have been 
improved by more even paragraph length and the inclusion of an 
independent response in the conclusion.

Critical analysis: 18 marks

Content and communication: 13 marks

Quality of language: 4 marks

Aim to divide the essay into paragraphs of similar lengths.
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Question 17 (a)

Ocho apellidos vascos

Candidates explained how Rafa becomes involved in the Basque independence movement. 
They analysed the way in which the film approaches the theme of Basque nationalism.

Many candidates demonstrated a clear understanding of the film, however some listed 
instances where Rafa is involved with the independence movement, without explaining how 
he becomes caught up with it. A number of candidates did not address both parts of the 
question.
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The introduction states that the director uses the Rafa’s character to 
explore the serious theme of Basque nationalism through comedy.

The first paragraph explains how Rafa goes to Argoitia, but rejected by 
Amaia, decides to go home.

The second paragraph explains the accidental fire which puts him in 
jail where he meets some Basque separatists. The candidate explains 
and analyses the humour in this scene.

The third paragraph describes the demonstration and explains the 
irony and humour.

The fourth paragraph comments on the use of exaggerated 
stereotypes to allude to very serious and violent events of the recent 
past.

A short conclusion summarises the main ideas of the essay.

There is perhaps a little too much time spent on setting the context of 
Rafa’s arrival in the Basque Country in the first paragraph, however the 
essay does address both parts of the question in good detail and there 
is evidence from the film which supports analysis.



Critical analysis: 18 marks



Content and communication: 15 marks


Quality of language: 5 marks

Before describing events which take place in the film, ask yourself if 
they are directly relevant to the question. Remember to analyse what 
the events demonstrate rather than simply summarising the plot.
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Question 17 (b)

Ocho apellidos vascos

Candidates explained the circumstances of Koldo and Amaia’s reunion. They analysed how 
Koldo’s presence affected the relationship between Amaia and Rafa.

This was by far the most popular question of all. It was generally well done, apart from some 
examples of story telling rather than perceptive analysis.

The highest scoring candidates explained not only the circumstances of when Koldo and 
Amaia actually met after many years, but also the background to this reunion, starting with 
Amaia’s trip to Andalucía and the phone call that Rafa and his friends made to Amaia’s “aita”.

Some candidates didn’t pay enough attention to the question itself, and lost marks through 
focusing on what Amaia and Rafa do because of Koldo, omitting the impact that he has on 
their relationship.
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After a short introduction, the first paragraph begins with an analysis 
of the meeting scene. It comments on Amaia’s surprise at seeing her 
father, the lie she tells him and her awkwardness.

The second paragraph is about the effect that Koldo’s arrival has on 
Amaia, causing her character to begin to change and on Rafa, involving 
him in the lie.

The third paragraph observes the effect of Koldo’s presence on the 
relationship between Amaia and Rafa. It explains that the pressure that 
Rafa feels pretending to be Basque eventually drives him away and 
causes Amaia to realise her true feelings for him.

The conclusion states that the personalities complement each other 
and that love overcomes differences.

The essay addresses both parts of the question. It contains ideas and 
analysis about the effects of Koldo’s presence. It could have been 
improved by adding more evidence to support the observations made 
about the film.

Critical analysis: 18 marks

Content and communication: 12 marks

Quality of language: 5 marks
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Question 18 (a)

Machuca

Candidates described "St Patrick's College", Gonzalo's school. They analised how the school 
changes as the film progresses.

Very few candidates chose this question. Those who did wrote about the values initially 
encouraged by Father McEnroe and how the school changes to reflect the political situation 
in Chile at the time.

Question 18 (b)

Candidates described the different places in which the film is set. They analysed what the 
settings reveal about Chilean society of the time.

Few candidates chose this topic, but those who did showed good knowledge of the film with 
interesting insights and analysis.

70International A Level Spanish WSP04 01



71 International A Level Spanish WSP04 01



72International A Level Spanish WSP04 01



73 International A Level Spanish WSP04 01



The introduction comments on how environment is used to create a 
picture of the society of the time in Chile.

The first paragraph is about the school and explains how it functions 
as a microcosm of society in the film.

The second paragraph observes that for the short time that the project 
is successful, the school reflects the dreams of the left wing for social 
unity.

The third paragraph talks about how the students learn and grow 
personally, but states that social division remains at the end of the 
film, giving the example of the parents’ meeting. It also discusses the 
significance of the school chapel.

A fourth paragraph contrasts the areas where Pedro and Gonzalo live 
and the effect of the juxtaposition of these two places.

The conclusion summarises the ideas in the essay and ends with a 
reflection on how individuals are affected by the environment in which 
they grow up.

The essay shows good knowledge and many perceptive insights about 
the film. It could have been improved by a tighter focus on answering 
the question and a clearer paragraph structure.

Critical analysis: 15 marks

Content and communication: 12 marks

Quality of language: 5 marks
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Question 19 (a)

María, llena eres de gracia

Candidates described the character, Juan, María’s boyfriend. They analysed the effect of the 
relationship with Juan on María.
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This essay gives a very detailed and perceptive description of Juan. It 
discusses the relationship between the couple, but only mentions 
briefly how it affects María.

The essay could have been improved by a fully developped response 
to the "analiza" part of the question.

Critical analysis: 12 marks

Content and communication: 12 marks

Quality of language: 5 marks

Try to develop both parts of the question fully.
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Question 19 (b)

María, llena eres de gracia

Candidates wrote about the lack of opportunities and the poverty trap which María and other 
young characters face. Some candidates concentrated mainly on the situation of the 
characters and only touched briefly on the analysis part of the question about how the film 
conveys a moral message.
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Question 20 (a)

También la lluvia

No candidates chose to write about this film.
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Paper Summary

Based on their performance in this paper, candidates should:

read the questions in Sections A and B two or three times before answering to make sure 
they understand exactly what information is required;
listen to each recording and read each text at least once in full before beginning to answer 
the questions;
pay attention to the phrasing of each question and make sure the answers follow on 
grammatically and logically from the question;
in Q08, check the context of the phrase to be transformed in the original text;
for the essay in Section C, write a brief plan and follow it; make sure both parts of the 
question are addressed in the plan; write an introduction which is relevant to the question; 
pay attention to paragraphing and aim to keep one main idea per paragraph; write a 
conclusion which summarises the essay content and gives an individual response to the 
question.
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Grade boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-
boundaries.html
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