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Introduction
This was the first sitting of the reformed two year A Level Spanish examination. Paper 9SP01 is the

"Listening, Reading and Translation" paper and has some similarities to paper 6SP02 of the legacy

specification and paper 8SP01 of the reformed A Level. The new paper tests listening and reading

skills by a mixture of question types. Students have the opportunity to display their

comprehension, summarising and translating skills by understanding audio and written texts of

varying lengths and of different styles. The new exam features texts taken from on-line sources,

historical texts (over 10 years old) and literary texts. There are 1st person and 3rd person accounts,

texts involving a single writer or speaker and also texts involving more than one person and texts of

both fact and fiction.

Paper 9SP01 is composed of three distinct sections: Section A is listening, Section B is reading and

Section C is translating from Spanish into English. In both Section A and B there are multiple-choice

questions and open response questions to be answered in Spanish. The translation in Section C is

the only question where English is required. Texts are drawn from the 12 sub-themes from the

specification. Over the 10 questions, most of the sub-themes will be covered.
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Question 2 

Q1 was a 1st person podcast about New Year's resolutions called "Año Nuevo, vida nueva".

Students had to listen to the podcast and then select the correct ending for four sentence starters.

Each sentence had a choice of four possible endings. The average score for this question was 3 out

of 4. The first sentence was the hardest to score on and was based around the phrase in the text

"hacer régimen".

Q2 was a podcast giving advice to those looking for a summer job. This question appeared to be

significantly more difficult than Q1, with an average score of 2 or 3 out of 5. Q2(a) was usually

answered correctly, but Q2(b) more often resulted in a score of one mark than the full two marks

because students did not properly appreciate the meaning of "aptitudes". Many students described

the type of business that could be set up rather than focusing on the personal characteristics that

are needed. "Ser creativo" was often correctly offered, but "no te rindas" was either missed out or

poorly transcribed as one word or turned into a non-existent infinitive "rindarse". Q2(c) was

generally answered correctly but it needed to be clear that walking dogs was a job option, so simply

writing "pasear perros" did not answer the question "Why are animals mentioned?" and so did not

score. Q2(d) consumed some students who assumed that the supermarket would be a good place

to get a job, rather than a good place to advertise your business.
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This student answered each question clearly and accurately and

scored full marks.
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Question 3 

Q3 was an interview with the owner of a ceramics factory in Valencia, focusing on the multicultural

nature of the workforce. A common score was 6 out of 9 marks. Q3(a) was mostly answered

successfully, but Q3(b) less so. As with all the comprehension questions on the paper, examiners

are conscious that they are not testing grammatical accuracy, so the rule is that where the correct

information is conveyed in a manner that is understandable (even if it is not accurate), the mark

can be given. Where misspelling or poor grammar renders a response ambiguous or wrong, then

the mark is withheld. This happened in Q3(b), where the correct information had been understood,

but poor use of "desde hace" meant that many students did not successfully convey the fact that

those who had fewer problems were those who had been living in Spain for some years. Some

answers gave the impression that these people had lived in Spain some years ago or else they were

not clear about the length of time. Q3(c) and (d) were generally answered well. In Q3(e) there was

some poor transcribing: "destrecas" or "estrezas" for "destrezas". Although full sentences were not

required, there needed to be a verb here in order to answer the question properly. Note the

difference between these answers to the question "What impact does the presence of workers of

different nationalities have on the business?": "they bring new techniques" and "new techniques".

Q3(f) caused some difficulties as students were not clear about who would be more sensitive or

would participate more.
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Students must be careful not to respond using the 1st person, as

this refers to the student rather than to the interviewee. This

student answered all parts of this question correctly, apart from (c)

where the examiners could not award a mark because of

confusion over whose customs are being taught.

There will often be an interview or other 1st person text, but

answers cannot be given in the 1st person, so students should

practise changing 1st person verbs, pronouns and possessives into

3rd person.
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Question 4 

Question 4 is divided into two different questions based on two sections of the same audio text. In

this case it was an interview with two female hoteliers. Comprehension of the first half of the

interview is tested via comprehension questions, Q4(a), while the second half, Q4(b), is tested

through a guided summary in Spanish. Examiners were very pleased to note that students handled

the summary well, even though this was the first time this question type had been used. A common

score over the two parts of the question was 8 out of 12 marks.

Q4(a)(i) was answered well, although some students only stated that Natalia had done a course,

failing to mention that it was in English. Other students incorrectly transcribed "se inscribió",

offering "escribió" instead. Q4(a)(ii) posed few problems, but in Q4(a)(iii), the second mark proved

elusive. This question asks for a comparison, so both elements of the comparison must be given.

Stating that Natalia has "un equipo estable" is enough for one mark, but many students struggled

to convey either that this is not common or that other hoteliers do not have this. In Q4(a)(iv),

although many scored a mark, others simply stated that Natalia's son had completed studies in

tourism, rather than including that he was/ is/ will be working with Natalia.

The main issue that examiners encountered in Q4(b) was where students wrote too much. Marks

were awarded even for over-long descriptions, but where the answer was as long as the original

text, the answer could not be considered a "summary" and so some marks were withheld. Students

should be taught to select only the most relevant information. In Q4(b)(i) for example, it was

enough to state that Natalia found it hard to juggle family and work. The information about holiday

periods being particularly problematic, was an example of the main point and so was unnecessarily

detailed. In Q4(b)(ii) the first bullet point asks for changes and so students needed either to

mention how things used to be and how they are now or to use language that conveyed what

things are like NOW, thus implying that they were different before. Answers that did not make it

clear when Sara used social media or the telephone, did not successfully convey this change.
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Please include both pages, i.e. Q4(a) and Q4(b).

This student scored full marks on Q4. The answer to Q4(a)(iv) is

not exactly what was in the Mark Scheme, but the idea that the

son will work in the business is conveyed. The summary in Q4(b) is

rather long, but all of the correct information is included.
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Just include the second page, which is Q4(b). Please do not include the first page Q4(a).

This student has responded to the bullet points with a brief but

accurate summary. It is neither necessary nor desirable to include

all details.
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Question 6 

Q5 was the first of the reading texts and was a historical text (i.e. older than 10 years) about the

impact of the style of language used in the media in Venezuela. This question is the same style as

Q1, where endings have to be selected for four sentence starters. This question proved to be

accessible to almost all students, with most candidates scoring full marks.

Q6 was an extract from a blog for single people. Four correct statements out of nine had to be

identified. There were no obvious difficulties in this question and the average score was 3 out of 4.
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Question 7 

Q7 was an open response question about the situation of teachers during the dictatorship. An

average mark was 3 or 4 out of 6. The element of this question that caused most problems for

students was (e). Perhaps the word "ámbitos" was unfamiliar. The answer was "en público y en

privado" or something giving the same information. Many students failed to score because they

relied on a lift (i.e. words copied directly from the text): "conducta moral pública y privada". A lift is

not prohibited in this examination, but the determining factor is whether the answer follows the

question naturally. At this level it is not enough for a student to show that he or she knows roughly

where the answer is to be found in the text; the correct information must be pinpointed and

conveyed effectively. Since the question was essentially asking "where must teachers behave well?"

to reply "good public and private moral conduct" does not logically follow the demand of the

question.
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This student shows that answers can be brief and yet convey all

the correct information. It is clear that this student understood

both the text and the questions. Students who rely upon copying

chunks from the text usually do so because they have not

understood either the text or the question. Lifts may well score,

but only if they are a targeted answer to the question.

GCE Spanish 9SP0 01     17



Question 8 

Q8 was a longer reading text about food from other countries that is now available in Spain. An

average score was 6 out of 8. The elements that caused the most issues were parts (c) and (d). In

Q8(c) the key idea that the Spanish diet has changed over time was often missed and instead an

answer was given that suggested that there had been a single change in the diet 1000 years ago.

Many students were able to score 1 mark in Q8(d), for "poco variada", but the second mark was

often missed because the lift "dispusieron el cultivo de hortalizas y frutas" was offered. This is not a

detail about the diet before the arrival of the Muslims and therefore it does not answer the

question.
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This candidate has scored full marks. In Q8(d) this student has

used his/her own words, rather than relying on a lift from the text.

Students must select material carefully and ensure that the

answer logically follows the question. Sometimes an answer has to

be deduced from what is in the text and so a direct lift will not

always lead to a correct answer.
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Question 9 

The text in Q9 is both historical and literary, coming from the 1949 play Historia de una escalera by

Antonio Buero Vallejo. It includes a conversation between two characters discussing whether they

can change their lives for the better. This text did prove challenging as it should, being the longest

of the texts. An average score was 4 out of 8. In Q9(a), where only 1 mark was scored, this was

usually due to a student giving two versions of the same information, e.g. "ayuda mutua" and

"solidaridad", rather than a second distinct point "para mejorar la vida". In Q9(b) a common mistake

was to put "diez horas". In Q9(c) there was a similar issue to that in 9(a), where the same idea was

given in three ways ("trabajar mucho"/ "trabajos extra"/ "acostarse tarde") rather than a second

separate idea about never having enough food. Q9(d) was usually answered well, as was Q9(e),

although there were a lot of instances of students lifting "rodeados siempre de los padres". These

were students who had clearly not understood the text. In Q9(f), students had to focus on the

staircase, rather than on Fernando's life, to explain the significance of the staircase as a metaphor.

Although this was a difficult question, many students handled the vocabulary and concepts well,

giving accurate answers.
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These answers are brief and to the point. They all follow the

questions logically and accurately.

In Q9(c), this student has made a mistake between "trabajos" and

"trabajadores" and so has written something which is incorrect. In

Q9(f), this student has focused on the characters and not the

staircase, but it is the staircase that is asked about in the question.

Always re-read the question and then the answer in order to check

that they match.
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Question 10 

Q10 is a style of question that is new this year: a translation from Spanish to English. It is marked in

20 separate sections and examiners were looking for comprehensible English that conveyed all the

information. As with the Spanish responses to the comprehension questions in the rest of the

paper, accuracy in grammar and spelling is less important than clear communication. This question

discriminated well between students of differing abilities, with almost no-one scoring nothing and

very few candidates scoring full marks. The average score was 10.

The sections that were translated correctly by the highest number of students were: "De los

episodios de la historia" (1), "Esos dos grandes momentos" (6), "porque la dictadura fue

consecuencia del primero" (8), "Este período en que...las antiguas instituciones" (15) and the last

three sections "representó un profundo cambio social/ que aún impacta en/ la sociedad actual" (18,

19, 20). These sections may have been more accessible than some others because they contain

cognates and the word order of the Spanish is similar to that of the English.

Particular difficulty was caused by "llamado" (2), "agitado"(4), "bastante ligados" and "sí" (7). Section

17 was expected to be the hardest section of the text and it certainly gave rise to a wide range of

incorrect translations. The examiners were astonished to find again and again that the difficulty of

this section lay not so much with "raíces" or "yacen" but with "sesenta". This was given in well over

50% of scripts as "the seventies". Other areas of difficulty lay in word order: "no figuran

jóvenes"(14), "se destacan la Guerra Civil y la Transición" (5) and differing use of prepositions in

Spanish and English: "terminó siendo" - ended UP being (9) and "vivido la Transición" - lived

THROUGH the Transition (13). The passive was frequently missed in "se transformaron" (16) and

"little people" was often offered for "pocas personas" in (10).

Better candidates were able, in general, to create a piece of logical, flowing English, even if there

were inaccuracies. Weaker candidates tried translating word for word and consequently lost marks.

It is important to consider the passage as a whole, rather than just focusing on individual words.

There appeared to be a lack of general knowledge about the dictatorship and the Transition, which

was surprising since they are two of the 12 sub-themes which need to be studied by all students.

Examiners found students who had translated "la dictadura" as "dictature" and "dictation". They

also suggested that the dictatorship was "reimplicated", "rejuvenated", "replanned" and even

"reintroduced" by the Transition.
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This is an excellent response. Only two marks were missed

because a tiny but important detail was missed out on two

occasions. In section (7), there is no rendering of "bastante", even

though the harder "ligados entre sí" has been translated

accurately. In section (12), the emphasis has been omited. The

English for this section needs to reflect the "sí" that goes with the

"han vivido".

Students should make sure that they include all of the details,

including the "very", "mostly", "sometimes", e.g.

GCE Spanish 9SP0 01     25



26     GCE Spanish 9SP0 01



This student has perhaps not read back over the translation, as

there are some sentences that do not hang together well. The

"find themselves quite stuck between yes" makes no sense at all.

The complex sentence that begins "This period in which" and that

continues with "and whose roots" has proved too hard to keep

track of for this student.

Students should be trained to read back over their translation,

imagining a non-Spanish speaking friend or relative were reading

it with them. Would that other person understand what has been

written?
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Paper Summary
Overall, examiners were pleased with the performance of students on this paper. It was a

challenging paper, not just because of the complexity of the language and grammar used

throughout, but also because this was the first sitting of the reformed A Level examination and

there are features of this examination that are different from the previous specification. It was

clear, though, that teachers had prepared their students effectively for the demands of the paper,

since there were examples of outstanding performance even on questions such as Q4(b) and Q10,

which were in an unfamiliar style. Students also dealt well with the literary and historical texts.

From their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

For comprehension questions:

always read the question again once you have answered it to ensure that your answer follows

logically

'lift' words from the text with caution and be prepared to make changes so that your answer fits

the question

avoid answers that include the 1st person

where a change or difference is requested, be prepared to state two things.

For the summary Q4(b):

do not write too much, just select the most important information.

For the translation Q(10):

consider the text as a whole and not just as short segments

look out for small details like "very" and "quite"

imagine someone else reading your translation; would they understand it?
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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