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Introduction
8SP0 Paper 2 is assessed by means of a one hour and 40 minutes examination. During this time,

candidates have to translate a short passage into the target language and write one. Once again

the two most popular questions by far, but surprisingly,´Mar adentro´ attracted significantly less

responses than last year. By contrast, there was a significant increase in candidates attempting the

questions on ´Diarios de motocicleta´. La lengua de las mariposas continued to be a popular choice.

Another continuing trend is the lesser number of candidates attempting literary texts.

Nevertheless, it is worth mentioning that those who attempted literary texts tended to be generally

better prepared than candidates who opted for the filmic texts. Amongst the literary texts, Lorca

and Como agua para chocolate continued to attract most of the responses. Many candidates

provided very detailed, thoroughly researched essays that demonstrated in-depth knowledge of

the literary text or film studied. Most structured their essays following the bullet points provided in

the questions, although it should be pointed out that it is not necessary to cover all or indeed any

of the bullet points in order to achieve top marks. Bullet points are designed as an indication or aid

for the candidates to think about in their response, but they are not prescriptive. The standard of

written language was generally high and demonstrated a good command of appropriate language.

Candidates should refer to the grammar list in the specification in order to get enough practice on

the use of high level language andstructures. It is also important that candidates use terminology

for literary and cinematiccritical response as indicated in the Additional Guidance section of the

mark scheme.

Section 1: Translation

The translation exercise tests a variety of grammatical structures with the emphasis on accuracy

and no acceptance of paraphrasing or embellishment. The maximum mark for the translation is 20

marks. In order to mark it as accurately as possible, the text is broken down into 20 boxes, each

one scoring one point. Spelling, syntax and grammar must be accurate and there is no reward for

creative writing. One spelling mistake per box is allowed, as long as it does not constitute a

grammatical error e.g. adjectival agreement, verb ending. Any misuse of capital letters is penalised,

but only once during the whole of the translation, as it is considered a recurring mistake.

Section 2: Written Response to Works

Candidates and centres have a choice of seven literary texts and seven films, from which they will

choose one at the beginning of the academic year as their object of study. There are two questions

in the paper for each of the 14 choices, of which candidates must select one. There is no word limit,

although it is recommended candidates write between 275 and 300 words. Essays are marked

according to two assessment grids:

1. Critical Response (20 marks)

Candidates are assessed for the quality of their critical response to the literary or cinematic work. It

is expected that their points of view will show frequent justification and thorough appropriate

evidence from the work. Answers are expected to be relevant to the question and they should

include sound arguments with conclusions that relate to the question.

2. Accuracy and range of grammatical structures and vocabulary (20 marks).

The ability to produce articulate writing through clarity of communication will be rewarded. Essays

will be assessed by their variation of vocabulary and grammatical structures, as well as by their

level of accuracy. It is also expected that candidates will use correct and consistent terminology

appropriate for critical response to literary works or films. As last year, the study of a film was the

choice centres and candidates preferred the most, although there were also some surprising

differences. El laberinto del Fauno and Volver.
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Question 1 

Question 1 The summer 2017 translation related to theme 1 of the specification, The Evolution of

Spanish Society, sub-theme: Changes in the Family. The grammatical structures tested

corresponded to those listed in Appendix 3 of the specification. Similarly to last year, this year’s

translation proved to be both testing and challenging in terms of vocabulary and grammatical

structures, but many candidates coped well. There was a wide range of ability with 1 as the lowest

mark and just a few candidates scoring 19 or 20.

The translation was made up of four sentences with some very accessible items, such as ‘less

important’, ‘the economic difficulties, ‘during the past decade, ‘before the financial crisis' and ‘well

paid jobs'. Regarding complex structures, candidates were expected to use the present (regular and

irregular forms) perfect and the preterit (pretérito indefinido) of the indicative, as well as one use of

subjunctive (although this could have been circumvented); and some connectors like ‘so' and

‘although’.

The translation started with a complex sentence (boxes 1 to 4) in the present tense (where

candidates were expected to avoid using the gerund) followed by a subordinate clause in which the

Perfect tense had to be used. Most coped very well but some lost their mark in box 2 when they

wrote ‘escogiendo' rather than 'escoger'. Some candidates also lost their marks by adding the

preposition 'a' between the verb and the infinitive 'escogen a casarse'; this was considered a

grammatical mistake and was therefore penalised.

The second sentence (boxes 5 to 10) included challenging elements together with more accesible

ones. Almost all candidates were able to translate 'less important' correctly. Many, however,

struggled with boxes 8 and 9, whether because the conector 'so' was mistranslated (or in many

cases ignored) or because 'junta' was written without agreeing in gender or number with the noun

it accompanied (the feminine and singular 'gente'). Most candidates successfully translated the verb

of change in box 7, for which many different options were accepted, (convertirse, llegar a ser,

volverse). However, many were unable to translate ‘ from a religious...' correctly; the use of the

preposition 'de' instead of 'desde' was a common mistake.

The most challenging element in sentence 3 (boxes 11 to 15) turned out to be the word 'trend' in

box 11. Many candidates opted for alternatives that were rejected ('moda' being the most common

one) as it was deemed they corrupted or changed the original meaning of the text. Others lost

marks by forgetting to put the accent in ‘empezó’ (although the lack of accent does not change the

tense in this case, it was still considered to be a grammatical mistake and was therefore penalised).

The fourth sentence (boxes 16 to 20) had the most challenging element in box 16 with the use of

the verb 'to commit'. Many candidates were unable to translate it successfully. A significant number

of candidates also lost their marks by writing 'young people' without the definite article 'la'. Finally,

the last subordinate clause included amongst its most complex structures the use of the present

subjunctive in box 19, although many managed to successfully circumvent it.

4     GCE Spanish 8SP0 02



GCE Spanish 8SP0 02     5



Sentence 1: This candidate has lost the mark in box 3 for writing the auxiliary verb

'ha' without the letter 'h'. It should be noted this is considered a grammatical, rather

than a spelling mistake.

Sentence 2: This candidate has lost marks in box 5 as 'revuelto' has two spelling

mistakes that change the meaning of the word. Boxes 7 and 8 have also been

unsuccessfully rendered. In box 7, candidate has written 'acia', rather than the

preposition 'desde'. (It is worth mentioning that, had the preposition 'acia' been

correct, the lack of the initial 'h' would have been considered a spelling mistake that

does not change the word and therefore would have been accepted); in box 8, the

candidate has not to translated the conector 'so'. In box 10, the adjective 'casadas'

does not agree with the noun 'gente' and therefore has been penalised.

Sentence 3: 'estilo' was not an accepted alternative for the word 'trend' and was

therefoe penalised here. 'las crisis financieras' is rendered in the plural, rather than

the singular form, thus significantly changing the meaning of the sentence. 'An

tenido' is again written without the inial 'h' and therefore had to be penalised.

Sentence 4: 'jente joven' writing 'jente' with a j instead of a 'g' would be accepted,

but the candidate has not used the definite article 'la' and therefore could not

access the mark in this box. Similarly, in box 18 'las' was omitted. In box 19, the

candidate has successfully circumvented using the subjunctive and the mark has

been given.

Candidates should revise essential, key vocabulary for each of the main units. In this

year series, which targeted the theme of family and work, many were able to

translate words like 'well paid job', 'getting married' or 'marriage'. Revision of main

tenses should also be thoroughly covered. Candidates should expect at least one

use of the preterite, present and subjunctive in any given translation. Candidates

should also pay especial attention to gender and number noun-adjective

agreement.
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Question 2 

This question attracted only a very small number of candidates. Most chose option (a), which once

again demonstrates the popularity of questions analysing Lorca's symbols and imagery over other

questions focused on characters or themes. Most candidates were thoroughly prepared and gave

detailed, very perceptive answers showing an in depth knowledge and understanding of the use of

knives as symbols of death and destruction in the play.
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The essay starts with a brief sentence in which the candidate attempts to explain

the significance of the title of the play. It is, however, a very brief introduction that

does not directly address the question.

In the first part of the essay, the candidate focuses on the mother's obsession with

knives. It is a relevant argument, but evidence used for justification is at times

descriptive. The candidate manages nevertheless to briefly analyse the character of

the mother an her hatred of knives. Reference to the meeting with the bride in the

second act is less sucessful, as there is no mention there of the significance of

knives. Similarly, the candidate mentions the characters of the Moon and the

Beggar Woman, but without linking it to the question.

The last part of the essay mentions the final encounter of the mother with the

bride. It is a very descriptive passage in which the candidate tends to just retell the

story. There is also in this section a loss of focus on the question. The significance of

knives is only mentioned again in the last paragraph, where the candidate does

manage to convey the character's awe and fear of them.

The essay finishes without a conclusion linking or relating to the main arguments or

evidence that has been presented.

Language: frequent spelling mistakes (medio, rancorose). There are also frequent

basic grammatical mistakes (Present tense: hable, anticipe, se presientan) but some

examples of recurrent complex structures and articulate language.

Regarding the marking criteria, this essay was awarderd the following marks for

each of the two criteria:

Critical Response: 9

Accuracy and Range: 12

Introductions should always address the question, setting out the candidate's main

ideas which then should be developed in the main body of the essay. Generalised,

fit-for-all question types of introduction that do not relate to the question should be

avoided. Similarly, it is expected that candidates will write clearly drawn conclusions

which relate to their main arguments.
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Question 3 

This question attracted a small number of candidates, most of which opted for answering question

3(b). A good number of candidates produced good essays where candidates examined in detail

Tita's feelings of guilt and Rosaura's desire to keep up appearances. However, many candidates

appear to have somewhat misunderstood the question and focused on Rosaura's attempts to keep

the family tradition alive rather than in her efforts to keep her reputation and marriage

respectable. Option b asked candidates to examine the narrative voice of the novel. Some were

able to identify Tita's niece as the narrative voice and commented as well on Tita's input through

the recipes that open each chapter, but other candidates show limited understanding of what the

narrative voice is and gave very descriptive accounts of the novel's main events.
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The introduction explains the title of the novel, linking it to the protagonist's

emotional state. Although it shows good knowledge of the novel, it is not linked to

the question.

The question begins to be addressed by the middle of the second paragraph, after a

passage re-telling the first events in the novel. However, once the essay focuses on

the question, the idea of what actions the 'Manual de Carreño' forbids and why it is

underdeveloped are given.

The next paragraph is more successful, the candidate focuses on Tita's feeling of

guilt towards Doctor Brown. Next, there is a good reference to Rosaura's

manipulative behaviour, but this is also left underdeveloped. It is not stated how

Rosaura 'makes Tita feel bad'.

The last paragraph focuses on Mama Elena's appareance as a ghost and Tita's

efforts to overcome her influence. It is a relevant argument, aptly examined, but it

lacks detail. It does not mention, for example, in what way Mama Elena appears or

her attempts to hurt Pedro.

The last paragraph is an apt conclusion which states how Tita has to still struggle

after Mama Elena's death, but it is also left underdeveloped, as it is mentioned she

has to take precautious but does not explain which or how.

As for the quality of the language, this is a very accurately written essay, which

includes an excellent variety of complex structures together with a sophisticated

use of lexis: ' la mano férrea de Mama Elena', ' aún le seguía privando de libertad',

nothwithstanding the odd expression; 'tenía que hacerlo bajo perfil'.

This essay was awarded the following marks:

Critical response: 12/20

Accuracy and Range: 19/20
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Question 4 

This question attracted only a very small number of candidates but produced some excellent

essays. Most candidates chose option (a), which asked candidates to examine the importance of

the cockerel in the novel.
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In the introduction, the candidate successfully introduces the theme of political

repression by linking it to or aspects of the novel, such as poverty and religion. The

paragraph ends with a very suggestive rhetorical question.

The next paragraph develops the idea of the coronel never receiving the pension he

has been promised. The points made are clear and the candidate uses appropiate

evidence. However, it is not completely relevant to the question as it could be

argued that what is being examined is the incompetence of the government, not

the political repression.

In the next paragraph, the candidate has regained focus on the question by dealing

with the death of Agustín at the hands of the local policeman.

The following paragraph examines how censorhip is strictly reinforced in the village

and the attempts of some of the villagers to circumvent it.

The conclusion successfully summarises the impact the political repression has had

in the lives of the coronel and his wife.

As for the quality of the language, there is frequent variation of vocabulary and

grammatical structures: 'el coronel nunca tendrá la posibilidad de ver su pensión',

although they are not always correct: 'Agustín esperaba en su gallo' 'la política

corrota'.

This essay was awarded the following marks:

Critical Response: 15/20

Accuracy and Range: 16/20
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Question 5 

This question attracted only a very small number of candidates. Both options were popular.

However, in Q5 (b) in which it asked how the sisters contribute to Adela's final tragedy, many

candidates gave only strictly descriptive accounts of the events in the play.
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This is a good example of an essay where evidence from the work used for

justification is often descriptive, lacking a critical response. It starts by giving a brief

summary of the play's premise. It then has a relevant point on how women's

expectations at the time lied exclusively in getting married. But from that point

onwards, the essay is often just re-telling the plot. It is worth pointing out that the

essay also demonstrates only a superficial knowledge of the text. For example, the

name of the unseen male character, Pepe el Romano, is never mentioned and there

are also some inaccuracies.

Candidates must show a critical response to the text. They should avoid simply re-

telling the plot and make sure their own point of view and ideas towards the text

show clearly throughout their answer.
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Question 6 

This question attracted only a few answers.

Question 7 

This question was not attempted by any candidate

Question 8 

This question was attempted by a very small number of candidates.
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Question 9 

It was heartening to see that the number of candidates who attempted this question increased

considerably from last year's entries. Both options (a) and (b) were popular and, for the most part,

candidates gave very strong answers in which they demonstrated an excellent knowledge and

understanding of the film. In question (a), which asked about the differences of personality

between Alberto and Ernesto, most candidates gave ample evidence drawn from the text in order

to back up their arguments. In (b), which asked about how the director uses some documentary

techniques, candidates gave detailed answers that demonstrated a good understanding of, and

engagement with, both very specific film concepts and the text itself.

GCE Spanish 8SP0 02     19



20     GCE Spanish 8SP0 02



This essay starts with a brief introduction in which the candidate quotes an article

from The Guardian that the director is known for using documentary tecniques in

his films. It is an apt comment but it is not backed up with proper evidence. We are

not given examples or any information about the article itself. The remaining of the

introduction loses the focus of the question on documentary techniques.

The candidate has rightly identified one of the most popular documentary

techniques - cien ojo - and gives a good example of it when discussing the scenes

with the guide boy in Peru. However, the definition of 'cine ojo' is underdeveloped

as is also the effect it has in the overall meaning of the film.

The second paragraph discusses the use of a hand-held camera. As in the previous

paragraph, the technique is rightly identified but the evidence shown does not

always manage to justify the points made. It is not clear, for example, what scene

the candidate is referring to in the desert of Atacama. Similarly, the statement that

the hand-held camera shows what the characters are thinking is unconvincing.

Finally, the candidate discusses the use of white and black images in the film, but

they do not link them to any specific documentary technique.

Overall, this essay has shown the candidate can give a critical response to the text

but the evidence provided is often made without proper justification or with some

confusion.

The quality of language is excellent, with consistent variation of vocabulary and

grammatical structures.

This essay was awarded:

Critical Response: 12

Accuracy and Range: 17
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Question 10 

'Pan's Labrynth' proved to be, as it did last year, one of the most popular choices in the

Specification. Due to the high number of candidates, performance varied greatly but many

managed to write excellent essays, showing a good understanding and knowledge of the film. Both

options were equally popular. In option (a), which asked the candidates to examine the influence

the character of Mercedes has for Ofelia, a few candiates focused too heavily on the character of

Mercedes alone, examining her bravery and silent struggle against Capitán Vidal, thus losing focus

of the question. In option (b), which asked the candidates to examine the theme of disobedience

through Ofelia, some candidates made good links to Ofelia's many instances of her rebellious

behaviour to the bigger political context of the film and the struggle of the Maquis in their fight

against Fascism.
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This is a very good example of an essay with a strong critical response but less

successful use of language. In spite of the many errors in grammar and vocabulary,

the points made are understood and communication is not seriously impaired.

The essay starts examing the character of Mercedes as a surrogate mother for

Ofelia. Justification is provided with well chosen and relevant evidence, particularly

when discussing the scene of the Ofelia's mother's funeral.

Next, the candidate examines the silent link established between the two characters

by their silent resistance and animosity towards Vidal. Once again, the argument is

backed up with appropriate evidence from the film.

The next paragraph discusses the differences between Mercedes and Carmen. It is

a paragraph rich in analysis and personal critical responses, consistently justified

with evidence.

The final paragraph is an apt conclusion that perfectly summarises Mercede's role

and importance for Ofelia.

This essay was awarded:

Critical Response 17

Accuracy and Range 9
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Question 11 

As last year, this question attracted a good number of candidates, although option (b) was hardly

attempted. Most candidates preferred to answer option (a) which asked them to examine the

teaching methods of Don Gregorio. Many answers successfully examined Don Gregorio's kindness

and respect for his pupils together with his unconventional methods and his passion for teaching.
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This is an excellent example of a strong response.

After a brief introduction explaining where the film takes place and who Don

Gregorio is, the first paragraph examines the teaching methods of the time in order

to then contrast them very effectively with Don Gregorio's own. It is explained how

teachers at the time frequently used violence towards their pupils; Don Gregorio

uses respect instead. The argument is further evidenced by mentioning the scene of

Moncho's first day at school.

Next, the candidate explains that many of the lessons of Don Gregori have as an

objective to stimulate the pupils' autonomy, their own process of learning and

curiosity for the world.

In the next paragraph, the candidate focuses on Don Gregorio's way of keeping

discipline, examing in detail the scene where the children are unruly and how the

old teacher deals with the situation.

In the last paragraph, the candidate once again links Don Gregorio's efforts to the

wider political and social context of the time.

This essay was awarded:

Critical Response: 20

Accuracy and Range: 20
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Question 12 

As last year, this question attracted a small number of candidates. For interest it should be pointed

out that this film remains unavailable on DVD in the UK, although it can be purchased as a region 1

DVD from the United States. Candidates attempted both questions in almost equal numbers. There

was a tendency in both options to do a re-telling of the story rather than offering a critical

response. For example, in option (a), which asked to examine the evolution of the character of

Enrique, candidates tended to narrate the main events concerning him and Carlitos rather than

analysing his personality and how it changes during the course of the film.
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In this essay, the candidate has given a strong critical response to the question

backed with appropriate evidence from the text.

The introduction states clearly how the reunion between mother and son

constitutes the start of the plot.

The first paragraph sucessfully describes the feelings both have due to their

enforced separation. Particulary perceptive is the way the candidate describes how

the film establishes the strong emotional link between the two characters by using

parallel editing,

The next paragraphs describe the sacrifices Carlito´s mother is making in order to

send some money home. It ends by describing their final reunion in the telephone

booth. It is this part of the essay that is somewhat underdeveloped. For example,

the significance of the telephone booth is not explained, which is established in the

film from the beginning. There is also a reference to ´Tigres del Norte´, but it is not

properly explained.

Nevertheless, this is a very perceptive essay, with a strong critical response.

As for the quality of the language, there is a consistent variation of vocabulary and

grammatical structures, although at times there may be some errors in more

complex structures´eg: ´dejen sus familias para que puedan enconrar´.

This essay was awarded:

Critical Response: 16

Accuracy and Range: 16
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Question 13 

This question was answered by a small number of candidates. Most of them opted for Q(a), in

which they were asked to examine the importance of Rosa in Ramón´s life. Most candidates gave a

good account of the evolution of the character, focusing on her evolution from trying to convince

Ramón not to take his life to helping him die in the end.
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The introduction establishes the relationship between Ramón and Rosa. The next

paragraph focuses on Rosa. The candidate provides relevant information about the

character and then analyses her significance to Ramón. It is stated how, at this

point, Rosa symbolises the prejudices Ramón has to face in his fight for the right to

die.

The next paragraph examines their changing relationship and their common love

for music. It is mentioned how Rosa apologises to Ramón through a song and how

she starts falling in love with him. The candidate comments on Rosa´s selfess and

giving personality.

Finally, the last two paragraphs focus on Rosa´s involvement in Ramón's death. It is

examined how Rosa helps Ramón out of love and respect.

Throughout this essay, the candidate has shown a critical response to the question.

The arguments made are valid and linked with valid conclusions.

As for the language, there is some variation in vocabulary and grammatical

structures, but errors are frequent and occasionally hinder clarity of

communication: ´un tetrapléjico que han sufrecen´.

This essay was awarded:

Critical Response 18

Accuracy and Range 12
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Question 14 

This question was not attempted by any candidate.

Question 15 

As last year, this has been, together with question 10 (Pan´s Labyrinth) one of the most popular

questions in the specification. As a result, performance varied greatly, with marks being awarded

across the whole spectrum. This year candidates had the choice of examining the use of the title

song ´Volver´in the film or explaining how the theme of solidarity between women is explored.

Most opted for the second option.

Some candidates wrote descriptive essays consisting of a re-telling of some of the events in the

film. There was even some confusion with the word ´solidarity´, which some erroneously

interpreted as ´soledad´ (loneliness) thus unfortunately rendering their essays mostly irrelevant.

However, many gave answers of a particularly high standard.
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This essay is an excellent example of a strong critical response.

In the introduction, the candidate explains how the director uses the song to

express the emotions of the characters and how it links it to the film´s main

themes.

The first paragraph focuses on what the song means for the main character,

Raimunda, a metaphorical return to the ghosts of her past. It is a very perceptive

paragraph that explores the idea of the character being trapped by events in her

childhood.

The next section very successfully argues how Raimunda´s performance of the

song reflects her strong, vital personality.

The next section analyses the lyrics of the song and its link to the character of Irene

and the theme of death (and returning from the dead) in the film.

The conclusion neatly summarises all these points by concluding how the song

informs and is informed by many of the themes and meanings of the film.

As for the quality of language, there are some errors, but they never hinder clarity

of communication. There is also a confident use of terminology appropriate for

critical response to cinematic work.

This essay was awarded:

Critical Response: 18

Accuracy and Range: 17
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Paper Summary
Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

In the translation most candidates were challenged by the simpler aspects, most notably gender

and adjective endings.

Candidates need to maintain 100% concentration through the whole translation, re-reading and

checking the basic elements in order to ensure that marks are not lost for simple errors.

The best essays had a clear structure with a good introduction containing clear signposts to

direct the reader. The better signposts included reference to the essay title.

Maintaining relevance is essential. Candidates can achieve this well by using the signposting

mentioned above.

Consistency of approach would be a key element to ensure success in the essay. Many

candidates started well with the pattern of stating a point, providing evidence, analysing the link

to the question and finally giving a personal view of what they had learnt about the issue in

question.

Consistency also applies to the conclusion. A clear and meaningful conclusion is necessary, in

order to bring the essay full circle and to be able to award the top marks.

The very best essays included an interesting range of personal reflection in which candidates

explored the lessons learnt about life in Spanish society at the time when the film/work was set.

When they were able to show their wider knowledge of society in terms of attitudes, beliefs, and

the impact of politics and religion. This level of detail made their essays an educational and

thought-provoking piece of writing, and as a result allowed the candidates to access to the top

mark bands.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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