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Introduction
GCE Spanish (A2) Unit 4 is assessed by means of a two and a half hour examination. 
During this time, candidates have to translate a short passage into the target language 
and write two essays in Spanish, the first either creative or discursive and the second a 
research-based essay. The specification is now very familiar to most candidates, who show 
great understanding of what is expected of them. 

Creative essays were only chosen by just a few candidates and Question 2(a), a 
conversation, and 2(b), continuing a story, were the most popular among them. The 
majority of candidates opted to write a discursive essay, especially on the topics of 
developed countries supporting developing countries, and equal pay for professional sports 
women and men. Some candidates failed to consider every aspect of the question, leading 
to answers that either did not evaluate all the issues presented or ignored some elements of 
the question.

Regarding the Research Based Essay, many candidates provided very detailed information, 
often with carefully selected quotes, examples and statistics; they were, in general, 
very informative and interesting. The Literature and the Arts question continued to 
be the one candidates preferred the most, with an increasing trend towards the study 
of film. Candidates found it difficult to identify a recent social or cultural event in the 
Spanish-speaking society they had studied in Question 3(c).

The standard of written language was generally high and demonstrated a good command 
of appropriate language. Candidates and teachers should refer to the Grammar List in 
the Specification in order to get enough practice on the use of high level language and 
structures. It is important that the vocabulary used in the essays is relevant and specific 
to the topic discussed in order to access the top marks of the language grids (Range and 
Application of language in Question 2 and Quality of Language in Question 3).
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Question 1
The new marking approach, as implemented in the Summer 2015 series following the Ofqual 
review, continues to differentiate well as reported by senior examiners; evidence shows that 
candidate outcomes are comparable with previous sessions.

The translation exercise tests a variety of grammatical structures with the emphasis on 
accuracy and no acceptance of paraphrasing or embellishment. Spelling, syntax and 
grammar must be accurate and there is no reward for creative writing. Only essential 
accents are penalised, for example “tomo” and “tomó” as there is a change in the tense 
and therefore it leads to ambiguity. The content of the translation is firmly based on one of 
the General Topic Areas as published in the Specification. For instance, the Summer 2016 
translation related to the theme of Lifestyle: health and fitness. Finally, the grammatical 
structures tested also correspond to those listed in the Specification Appendix 6.

This year’s translation proved to be both testing and challenging in terms of vocabulary and 
grammatical structures but many candidates coped well. There was a wide range of ability 
with 0 as the lowest mark and a few candidates scoring 9 or 10 marks.

The translation is made up of six sentences with some very accessible items, such as ‘last 
August’, ‘my mother’, ‘diet’, ‘necessary’, ‘time’, and ‘training’. Regarding complex structures, 
candidates were expected to use the imperfect subjunctive, the pluperfect, the preterit 
(pretérito indefinido) and the imperfect (pretérito imperfecto) indicative and perfect tenses.

The translation started with a simple sentence in the past tense ‘fue’ followed by a complex 
sentence that required the imperfect tense and gerund ‘llevaba tres meses preparándome’. 
The essential information that was expected from candidates in order to access a mark of 
1 for the first section was ‘agosto pasado’ and ‘campeonato’; these items were accurately 
translated by most of the candidates. However, the complex items which were required 
to access a mark of 2 proved more challenging; they were ‘ya llevaba tres meses’ and 
the preposition ‘para’. Many candidates offered literal translations such as ‘había estado 
preparándome’ which was incorrect as it is followed by a time expression. Other problems 
were the misspelling of ‘agosto’ and ‘campeonato’.

Candidates generally scored the mark allotted for the lexical items although a high 
proportion were not able to deal with ‘ya llevaba tres meses’. ‘Yo había estado preparando’ 
frequently appeared. Other frequent errors included ‘el augusto pasado’, ‘el ultimo agosto’, 
omission of ‘el’ before ‘agosto’ and ‘campeón’ appeared rather than ‘campeonato’.

The second section continued with the second sentence. Here the essential information 
was ‘my mother wanted to compete’. The complex items in this section were ‘me di cuenta’ 
and ‘equipo de su empresa’. Most of the candidates managed to translate this section 
successfully.

Most candidates were able to cope with ‘mi madre quería competir’ but some candidates 
wrote ‘competer’. Other common errors included ‘querría’, ‘realice realizo’, ‘me dé/dió 
cuenta’. Candidates lost marks by translating ‘quería que compitiera’ (subjunctive implying 
two subjects) instead of ‘quería competir’. 

The third section had three essential pieces of information, ‘evitado’, ‘dieta’ and ‘fue 
necesario’. The complex structures of this section were ‘siempre habíamos’ and ‘hacerlo’. 
Many candidates used the present perfect tense instead of the pluperfect. There was a 
surprising number of candidates unable to translate “this time”; ‘este tiempo’ was a common 
rendition.

Candidates were generally able to translate this section. Incorrect answers included, 
however: ‘este tiempo’, ‘este momento’, ‘evitamos’, ‘alejado hacer dieta’, ‘prevenido’, and 
‘ignorado’.

The fourth section has only one essential phrase: ‘le encantó pasar tiempo conmigo’. 
The use of the imperfect tense was accepted. However, the greatest difficulty was in the 
translation of ‘loved’; ‘amó/ amaba/ adoró/ adoraba’ were common erroneous renditions. 
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Regarding the complex structures, there were two phrases: ‘dijo que’ and ‘casi nunca nos 
vemos’. Some candidates failed to translate the ‘casi’, which changed the meaning of the 
phrase from ‘almost never’ to ‘never’.

Many candidates struggled to correctly translate ‘le encantó pasar tiempo conmmigo’. 
Incorrect answers included: ‘ama’, ‘encanta’, ‘pasando tiempo conmigo’. Again many of the 
candidates wrote ‘mi madre me dice’ rather than the correct ‘mi madre me dijo’ or the other 
acceptable alternative. Similarly, some candidates struggled to translate ‘le encantaba pasar’ 
and used the gerund form ‘pasando’ instead.

Different verbs were accepted for ‘compete’, such as `competir’, ‘participar’, ‘tomar parte’, 
‘entrar´. A range of sentences were accepted for ’as we almost never see each other’ such 
as ’nos vemos casi nunca’, ‘no nos vemos muy a menudo’, ‘no nos vemos mucho’.

Finally, the fifth section offered the candidates the opportunity to show their use of the 
subjunctive mood which was usually good. The essential information was ‘entrenando 
juntos’. Most candidates translated this correctly, although errors included ‘estrener’, 
‘entretamente’, ‘practicar’ and ‘hacer deporte’. In order to access a mark of 2, candidates 
also needed to successfully translate ‘si siguiéramos’ and ‘podríamos’. Rather than the 
correct podríamos, some candidates wrote podría. Several candidates failed to realise 
that the subjunctive was required and thus elected to use ‘si seguimos’, ‘si hubiéramos 
seguido’ or ‘continuamos’ at the beginning which did not convey the meaning that it is quite 
uncertain, but still possible that they will continue training. 

Based on the performance of candidates in this series, teachers and candidates are 
advised to:

• void paraphrasing and stick as closely to the text as possible

• check essential accents e.g. sí, más

• avoid including words in English

• revise cognates and false friends for each topic area studied

• revise the correct spelling of key words for each topic area

• revise present and imperfect subjunctive set phrases and when (or not) to use them

• check when the pluperfect should and shouldn´t be used

• revise how to use time expressions effectively, e.g. por, para, durante

It is highly recommended to check the online Diccionario Panhispánico by the Real Academia 
Española for any doubts on the use of words and phrases.
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This is an example of a candidate who achieved a high mark in Question 1. 
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This candidate has successfully translated the first 
sentence giving the correct spelling of ‘August’, 
including not writing it with a capital A. The second 
sentence started with an incorrect rendition of the 
imperfect tense, as the candidate chose to use the 
pluperfect despite the presence of the time expression 
‘for three months’. This was a very common mistake 
and teachers are advised to revise when it is correct or 
not to use the pluperfect to translate a phrase in the 
past perfect or past perfect continuous from English 
into Spanish. The use of the term ‘navegación’ was 
accepted as well as other renditions such as ‘barco’ or 
‘barco de vela’. When candidates translated ‘sailing’ as 
‘pesca’ or ‘piragüismo’, the meaning of the sentence 
was changed and therefore it was not accepted.

The second section is perfect and as mentioned before, 
this was the most accessible section for all candidates. 
Most of them managed to avoid using the false friend 
‘realicé’ for ‘me di cuenta’, however some used ‘de 
cuenta’ which changes the subject and therefore 
introduces ambiguity.

In the third section, the candidate uses the expression 
‘estar en dieta’ instead of ‘estar a dieta’; despite not 
being correct, given that it didn’t affect the meaning of 
the overall sentence and the key essential information 
is correct, the candidate could access the mark of 
2. This was confirmed by the correct use of complex 
structures, the pluperfect ‘había evitado’ and the direct 
object pronoun ‘hacerlo’.

In the fourth section, many candidates opted to use 
the imperfect tense as opposed to the preterite tense 
for ‘she loved’. This is the case for this particular 
candidate who translated it as ‘le encantaba’. It is 
important to remember that there are certain verbs 
that need to be followed by an infinitive in Spanish, 
despite being followed by a gerund in English.

This candidate chose to use the imperfect (pretérito 
imperfect) to translate ‘see each other’. This is 
acceptable given that it is the mother who is saying it, 
so it could be seen as reported speech.

In the last section, the candidate managed to use 
the imperfect subjunctive correctly, followed by a 
gerund. ‘Entrenando juntos’ was part of the essential 
information that was required to access a mark of 1 in 
this section. Many candidates used the infinitive, which 
was accepted for this mark, the key thing is that the 
meaning of those key phrases is conveyed, which was 
the case. In order to access a mark of 2, candidates 
had to have the imperfect subjunctive correct as well 
as the conditional ‘podríamos’. This candidate has 
successfully translated it.

Overall the mark gained by this candidate was 9.

Examiner Comments

The art of translation is a 
specialised skill that requires 
practice, precision and care. It 
is important to read through the 
passage first to get a general idea 
of the context and the meaning 
and then to work through carefully 
checking spellings, agreements and 
accents in particular. Translation 
as a skill is best introduced during 
the early years of secondary school 
since regular practice improves 
performance. 

Examiner Tip
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Question 2 (a)
Section B: The Creative/Discursive Essay

Candidates have a choice of seven essay titles from which they select one. There are three 
creative essay titles and four discursive titles and candidates must write between 240 and 
270 words in Spanish. Both creative and discursive essays are marked according to the 
same assessment grids except for Understanding and Response where the criteria and the 
descriptors are different.

Range and Application of Language (10 marks)

Candidates are rewarded for rich and complex language and the ability to handle complex 
structures. There should be a variety of appropriate and sophisticated vocabulary and 
successful manipulation of verbs, tenses and complex grammatical structures demonstrating 
progress beyond the standards of AS. Teachers and candidates should ensure that they 
make use of the prescribed list of structures in the specification in order to access higher 
marks.

Accuracy of the Target Language (5 marks)

Candidates should demonstrate a high degree of command of the language with minimal 
errors. At this stage, there should be no basic errors such as would appear at GCSE or, 
indeed, at AS Level. Candidates should be fluent and accurate in their written language 
and write in the appropriate register. If communication breaks down or is impaired, then 
the candidate can expect to achieve no more than 2 marks. If there is ambiguity and 
communication is not immediately clear because of major errors, then a mark of 4 would be 
the maximum score a candidate could achieve.

Common errors included: gender of nouns, adjective agreement, verb endings – person/
tense, use of subjunctive, omission of personal ‘a’, problems with using the definite 
article, spelling (double ‘s’, ‘f’, ‘t’), missing essential accents (sí, él, mí, más, habló), use 
of impersonal verbs like gustar, confusion of creer, crear, crecer, failed attempts at using 
present and imperfect subjunctive correctly.

Organisation and Development (15 marks)

The essays should be well planned and structured with a clear, logical development of 
ideas. Often, but not always, the essay will be paragraphed with each section or paragraph 
self-contained, but linked to the preceding and to the following paragraphs or sections so 
that the essay has a clear sequence and development.

Understanding and Response: Creative Essay (15 marks)

Candidates are rewarded for their understanding of the title and its implications and for the 
ability to write a coherent and imaginative response. Good essays are interesting to read 
and fully relevant to the demands of the title.

Understanding and Response: Discursive Essay (15 marks)

Candidates are rewarded for their understanding of the title and its implications and for the 
ability to present arguments for or against (or both) the premise outlined in the essay title. 
They need to explain, justify and substantiate their opinions with logical arguments and 
should reach an informed, logical conclusion.

Word Count

Candidates must write between 240 and 270 words in Spanish. If the essay falls short of the 
minimum 240 words, it will be self-penalising according to the assessment grids. Examiners 
mark up to 270 words, which includes reading to the end of the sentence where the word 
count is exceeded. Any writing beyond 270 words is not awarded marks. Candidates have 
to be careful not to overuse pre-learnt expressions without adapting them and making them 
specific to the topic discussed as this would sacrifice their word count.
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Candidates who selected this title were expected to write a dialogue between themselves 
and their parent(s) and the language used should be appropriate to a natural discussion. 
Candidates who wrote a narrative rather than a scripted conversation were penalised under 
Organisation and Development by a maximum mark of 9. 

Many candidates used a good range of idiomatic language and some of the conversations 
were pleasantly amusing. More able candidates read the stimulus carefully and concentrated 
on the issues surrounding living away from their parents and university life. The best essays 
introduced a creative element when referring to the reasons to live abroad or far from home 
or when describing the universities, both home and away. 

The more able candidates included idiomatic expressions using appropriate lexis and 
complex structures, making the conversation authentic and natural. They elicited a 
well-balanced dialogue played by two voices overlapping correctly, therefore creating an 
excellent use of rhythm and structure.

Weaker candidates wrote a narrative rather than a scripted conversation or ended rather 
abruptly with no clear ending to the argument/discussion, or with one side agreeing very 
quickly without a proper discussion.

Those who followed the rubric often omitted any reference to the dangers or benefits of 
living away from their parents and only concentrated on how unfair parents were. 

This candidate read and understood the question, writing a conversation involving mother 
and daughter discussing the pros and cons of going to university in Madrid.
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The conversation starts directly by answering the question and the choice of register and arguments 
is adequate for the requirements. It offers a good response to the stimulus with very clear and 
convincing presentation of ideas. 

We learn that the candidate has just sent her application to the European University in Madrid, 
despite having agreed with her parents that she was going to stay in Alicante. 

The arguments that the daughter presents are that she has always worked hard for this as it was 
her dream. She also wants to be in a new area, meet new people, and experiment in a different 
environment. She says that her mother has been very overprotective for 18 years and it is now time 
for her to let go so she can fly away and grow up. She wants to show her mother how responsible 
and independent she can be, trust herself and show her that she can do it.

As well as this, she says that the structure of the course is the most attractive of all the universities 
she has seen.

Her mother explains that a thousand things can happen to her in Madrid as she will be too far 
away, there are many drugs, to which her daughter responds that drugs are everywhere. Her mum 
shows her anxiety of not being able to help her by being so far, but acknowledges that her daughter 
has always been very stubborn and has always worked extremely hard to complete her studies 
successfully.

Her mother concludes by saying that given how important this decision is, they should both look into 
it and not limit it just to Madrid. The daughter accepts this, but insists that if she gets her place in 
Madrid, she will go without thinking twice.

The candidate shows evidence of successfully manipulating the language. The use of punctuation is 
very effective and there are excellent examples of complex structures and lexis such as:

Phrasal verbs (perífrasis): ‘acabo de mandar’, ‘déjame ir’, ‘quiero ser’.

Pluperfect (pretérito pluscuamperfecto): ‘habíamos pactado’.

Conditional: ‘te quedarías’.

Present perfect (pretérito perfecto compuesto): ‘ha sido’, ‘he trabajado’, has jugado’, ‘he mirado’.

Use of pronouns: ‘lo que quiero’, ‘lo conocido’.

Complex lexis: ‘pisar paradero desconocido’, ‘madre sobreprotectora’, ‘recupere mis alas’, ‘te has 
privado de las tentaciones’.

Idiomatic expressions: ‘uff’, ‘hay que ver el empeño que le pones’, ‘sacar adelante el curso’, 
‘harajaremos diferentes posibilidades’, ‘me voy de cabeza’.

Present subjunctive: ‘que te vayas’, ‘no quiero que te limites’, ‘puede que no te admitan’.

Present perfect continuous (pretérito perfecto compuesto + gerundio): ‘has estado esculpiendo’.

There were some issues with the lack of accents on ‘sí’ as it made it unclear if the candidate wanted 
to use a conditional phrase or emphasise an affirmative statement.

Despite not mentioning the issues about the cost involved in living away from home, or the benefits 
of attending local universities, this essay is a good example of a creative answer that emphasises 
the anxieties of the parent and the strong desire of the young person to leave home and experience 
life. The conclusion is plausible as throughout the conversation you get to know the characters and 
understand that this is a good compromise.

Overall, this is a good response that could have been made better by adding more creative arguments and 
details.

Regarding the marking criteria, this essay was placed in the following bands for each section:

Understanding and Response: 13–15

Organisation and Development: 13–15

Range and Application of Language: 9–10

Accuracy: 4–5

Examiner Comments
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Always read the question carefully and make sure that 
all the implications of the title have been addressed in a 
creative way; make sure you do not turn your essay into 
a discursive essay, weighing pros and cons without any 
creative feature. Remember, also, that if you are asked 
to write a conversation then do not be tempted to turn 
it into a narrative or a reported conversation. Plan the 
essay before you begin and set it out logically, preferably 
with a new line for each different speaker. Finally, check 
to ensure that the language used is appropriate, in 
this case natural and idiomatic, and check the finished 
essay for accuracy of tenses and verb forms, spellings, 
punctuation and grammatical constructions.

Examiner Tip
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Question 2 (b)
Candidates were expected to continue the story of Rodrigo and Luisa, explaining what 
happened after she opened his bag. Strong candidates wrote a narrative in the past tense 
explaining what Luisa had found which led to unexpected situations such as a wedding, a 
break up, a murder, meeting a long lost relative, a bullying situation, drug trafficking, a 
terrible holiday, losing all their possessions, or a hidden secret. 

Most responses provided a past tense narrative and the best also managed to include 
a variety of other tenses – conditional, present through the introduction of dialogue. 
Linguistically, the usual confusion over preterite/imperfect (pretérito perfecto simple/
imperfecto) was in evidence in a good many responses.

The best essays were interesting to read, imaginative and full of rich, accurate language. 
Some of the best did not adhere to the ‘beginning, middle, and end’ formula but concluded 
with another cliff-hanger situation. They also presented a good structure, avoiding lengthy 
flashbacks, and being narratively skilful to move the story forward at each paragraph. Some 
candidates managed the introduction well, achieving a great atmosphere of suspense whilst 
the action moved onto the main plot, where imaginative elements drew the attention of the 
reader until the end. For some candidates, the unexpected items were based on jewellery, 
photos, large amounts of money, a small box, a dress or even body parts and hair.

In general, there was a very good application of language with excellent vocabulary, such 
as `garabatos’, ‘despampanante’, ‘boquiabiertos’, ‘toques’, ‘aporreando’, ‘embobados’, 
‘manivela’, ‘se mofaron´. Linguistically, a very good range of tenses was used to express the 
action in the past: preterite ‘apresuró’, ‘se dió por vencido´, imperfect `no daban crédito´, 
and some very good examples of the imperfect subjunctive and pluperfect subjunctive were 
used, such as`hubiese percatado´.

Some candidates made use of complex structures such as ‘se dió por vencido’, ‘ante tal 
situación’, ‘al llegar de vuelta’, ‘prestar atención’, ‘no daban crédito’, ‘se mofaron’, and ‘se 
hubiese percatado´.

Some candidates missed the opportunity for a creative and well-structured narrative by not 
directly continuing the story. They delved back in time to fill in the background to Rodrigo’s 
day – often at some length – and the story then lost its logical narrative thread and tension. 

This essay is a well-planned and logical continuation of the story and includes a detailed 
description of the items found in Rodrigo’s bag and how they led to the rest of the story.
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We learn how Rodrigo feels about the misunderstanding 
with the contents of his bag and how Luisa decides to find 
out more about the importance of the book and pictures. 
Thanks to uncle Francisco Hernández we know that Juan 
Miraver was part of the mafia and that the book is part 
of his confession. The story flows well and is interesting 
with a clear, logical and interesting ending that leaves the 
reader with a good feeling at the end.

The command of the language and the variety of 
vocabulary and structures, several of them complex, all 
contribute to a high score. Excellent examples of complex 
structures and lexis are:

Phrasal verbs (perífrasis): ‘fue a preguntar’, ‘quería ser’.

Use of pronouns: ‘no le podía contestar’, ‘me siguen’, no 
nos va a ayudar’, ‘se le ocurrió’.

Complex lexis: ‘sometido bajo sollozos’, ‘exhaló’, 
‘significar una fortuna’, ‘tipos raros’, ‘boquiabierta’, 
pesadilla’, ‘piernas temblorosas’, ‘signo de ansiedad’, 
‘catedrático’, ‘letras hispanas’, ‘leyenda urbana’, ‘malvivir’, 
‘traicionó’.

Idiomatic expressions: ‘me temo que’.

Present perfect (pretérito perfecto compuesto): ‘me he 
equivocado’.

Pluperfect (pretérito pluscuamperfecto): ‘se había 
quedado’, ‘había propuesto’.

Conditional: ‘se metería’, ‘sería’, ‘podríamos indagar’.

Imperfect (pretérito imperfecto): ‘apostaba’, ‘decía’, ‘se 
aprovechaba’.

The gerund: ‘pidiendo perdón’.

Passive voice: ‘fue jamás visto’ (although there is an 
issue with the verb form as it refers to two subjects and 
therefore should be ‘fueron jamás vistos’).

This candidate tries to use the imperfect subjunctive 
(subjuntivo pretérito imperfecto): ‘él lo supiera’, 
‘cuando hubieron hablado’ which would have been more 
successful if the imperfect had been used instead. 

This is an example of a clear, imaginative response; 
the candidate has organised the information carefully 
to create a logical and plausible story which is clearly 
sequenced.

Regarding the marking criteria, this essay was placed in 
the following bands for each section:

Understanding and Response: 13–15

Organisation and Development: 13–15

Range and Application of Language: 9–10

Accuracy: 4–5

Examiner Comments

When attempting to write an 
imaginative essay, you must read 
the stimulus carefully and make 
sure that you are producing a 
narrative that follows the demands 
and implications of the question and 
sticks to the time-frame requested. 
The essay must be carefully planned 
and the storyline clear for the 
reader to follow. Try to include 
detail that is relevant and take 
every opportunity to produce a rich 
variety of vocabulary and structures 
that are appropriate to the context 
of the story. However, do not let 
your imagination run away with 
you so that you stray too far from 
the stimulus. Finally, make sure 
that the story does not become too 
far-fetched and improbable.

Examiner Tip
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Question 2 (c)
Candidates were invited to imagine that they had won a prize to go on an eco-tourism 
holiday in a country or countries in Central America. They had to write a report for an 
ecology magazine describing their experience. A variety of interesting scenarios were 
produced, describing all sorts of eco-tourism holidays such as working with endangered 
species, learning about different habitats, cleaning beaches, etc. The best replies reproduced 
an authentic journalistic style, with factual reporting, eye-witness accounts and opinions. 

Some very imaginative ones, clearly drawn from personal experience, were gripping and 
engaging. Others, where candidates did not look carefully at the rubric, were not in the form 
of a magazine report or did not include enough description of their experience.

Many wrote about geographical regions in the wrong location, e.g. Ecuador, Perú, Brazil. 
Some candidates did not understand the nature of eco-tourism and just wrote about a 
holiday in an exotic location, ignoring the fact that they should have been writing an article 
for an ecology magazine.

This essay is an example of a very detailed report with plenty of detail and even a title. Even 
though it does not state openly that it is a newspaper report, the style it is written in and 
the language used show enough evidence of it.
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This candidate starts by saying that (s)he was one of the 
winners of the ecology contest, for which they had to make 
a model showing a park where renewable energies were at 
the heart of things. Being part of the group of winners is an 
experience that will be impossible to forget.

To begin with, the winners visited some old Mayan colonies 
and learned about their culture and lifestyle. They were 
walking everywhere to minimise the impact on the 
environment. 

Given that ecology is such a vital part of the country, they had 
the chance to visit a school and give a talk about what else we 
should do in our lives to be more eco-friendly.

During the three weeks, the winners had the opportunity of 
experiencing eco-tourism and were invited to some ecological 
farms by the Mexican Minister of Agriculture; there they learned 
about growing fruit and vegetables without chemical products.

It closes by stating that the best part of the whole experience 
was travelling to Mexico on an eco-boat from the Spanish 
Army, which did not contaminate the environment. Finally, the 
candidate reflects on the fact that the earth belongs to all of 
us and therefore we must save it.

The language used was rich and complex and the candidate 
showed great ability to manipulate it. Some examples are:

Phrasal verbs (perífrasis): ‘debían realizar’, ‘logré ser’, ‘no 
podía ser’, ‘viajar a hacer’, ‘poder visitar’.

 Complex lexis: ‘una maqueta’, ‘energías renovables’, ‘empeño’, 
‘alucinante’, ‘antiguas colonias mayas’, ‘costumbres’, ‘daño’, 
‘flora’, ‘fauna’, ‘centro escolar’, ‘dar una charla’, ‘adentrarnos en 
la selva’, ‘piragüismo’, ‘recogen hortalizas’, ‘pesticidas’.

Gerund: ‘mostrando’.

 Present subjunctive. ‘en el que fueran’. 

Idiomatic expressions: ‘tuvimos la suerte de’, ‘se me pasaron 
muy rápido’.

Conditional: ‘deberíamos realizar’.

Passive voice: ‘fuimos invitados’. 

Imperfect (pretérito imperfecto): ‘no contaminable’.

 Imperative: ‘salvémosla’

Overall, this is a very imaginative answer with excellent 
examples of complex language, despite having some mistakes. 

Regarding the marking criteria, this essay was placed in the 
following bands for each section:

Understanding and Response: 13–15

Organisation and Development: 13–15

Range and Application of Language: 9–10

Accuracy: 4–5

Examiner Comments

It is important to read the essay 
title carefully and make sure that 
you devote sufficient time to 
addressing all the requirements 
of the question.

Try to provide a clear insight 
into the nature of the experience 
and use your imagination to 
put yourself into the situation. 
Use a variety and richness 
of vocabulary and clear, 
sophisticated sentence structure. 
Make sure the story flows 
logically towards a sensible 
conclusion. Careful planning is 
essential and paragraphing can 
help to structure the essay. Pay 
close attention to detail and 
take care with the accuracy of 
the language to produce a clear, 
logical and interesting essay.

Examiner Tip
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Question 2 (d)
The first of the discursive essays asked candidates to question whether or not developed 
countries should be doing more to support developing countries. This question was the 
most popular one in Section B. The majority of answers showed an understanding of the 
underlying issues and strived to include a balanced response showing arguments for and 
against. Many responses mentioned our moral duty and included comments regarding 
immigration into developed countries.

Good candidates argued that governments in developing countries have lots of problems 
due to corruption. They also argued that there are many people suffering in our country and 
that they must be cared for before looking elsewhere. They also explained what developed 
countries are already doing and how important it is for everybody to take responsibility and 
to distribute wealth more evenly.

Some candidates made the point that developed countries had worked hard to develop 
without the help of anyone else, so developing countries should be expected to do the same, 
with no further development of this idea. A few candidates said that the west was rich in 
natural resources and that was the reason for its success. Stronger candidates attributed 
our wealth and access to natural resources as a result of colonisation, and the negative 
effect this has had on the countries we have colonised. They made the point that we could 
be considered as owing a debt to these countries.

For most candidates, this topic was highly accessible, raising strong statements about 
countries’ deficits, exploitation, poor welfare conditions and responsibilities of governments. 
They mentioned the work done by charities and how governments’ powers can also interfere 
negatively in the welfare of these countries ‘con una perspectiva visionaria’ against the 
commitment to build ‘armonía mundial’.

Some candidates made very good use of statistics, for example, mentioning figures for ‘PIB’, 
‘inflación’, ‘intereses de bajo coste’, and ‘sueldos precarios’ to support their arguments. 

Weaker candidates presented both sides of the argument, but failed to make a personal 
judgement, leaving the essay without a clear stance. A lot of candidates focused quite 
specifically on the question of ‘should we accept refugees’ at the expense of developing 
any other ideas relating to support for less developed countries. This had a limiting effect 
on their ability to access the higher grades for Understanding and Response. Finally, some 
candidates placed too much emphasis on climate change.

Candidates made excellent use of specific vocabulary to support their arguments,for 
example: ‘poner en marcha’, ‘hacernos cargo’, ‘redirijamos la atención’, ‘cifras abrumadoras’, 
‘gesto de amabilidad’, ‘se podría haber solucionado’, ‘hincapié’, ‘micro-préstamos’. 

There were excellent examples of handling complex structures such as: combinations 
of relative pronouns and prepositions ‘en los que confluyen’, ‘a que florezcan’; idiomatic 
expressions: ‘para colmo de males’, ‘echar una mano’, ‘nadan en dinero’, ’va viento en 
popa’; phrasal verbs ‘llevar a cometer’, ‘no deja de crear’.

Accuracy was very high, although more attention should have been paid to the use of 
infinitive after prepositions and proofreading should have been taken more carefully in order 
to avoid misspellings of minor nature. 
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This discursive essay has been planned and structured into paragraphs.
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The introduction starts by saying that this is a common topic nowadays and that we are 
witnesses of the clear differences between European or North American countries and some 
countries in Africa or Asia.

The following paragraph states that the main cause of this imbalance is corruption; people 
are affected by the decisions of their governments to sell their natural resources for personal 
benefit. These governments also abuse the situation and exploit adults as well as children 
with shameful salaries.

The candidate goes on to say that it is also important that where authoritarian governments 
exist, developing countries should avoid selling armament as happened between Spain 
and Saudi Arabia, as this does not help the country. Many of these countries do not have a 
stable government and due to their lack of financial means cannot tackle child exploitation or 
prevent the violation of human rights.

Finally, the candidate states, that many people think that in order to help others it is 
important to look to your home country first and deal with the many cases of poverty in 
developed countries, where there are people living in inhuman conditions.

As a conclusion, the candidate states that even though developed countries have their 
own national issues, it is always necessary to increase the help and support to developing 
countries.

The response is relevant to the question and its implications and shows that the candidate 
understood the question. It would have been more effective to say how developed countries 
can support those countries in need following the in-depth explanation of what is wrong with 
some of them. The development could be better by giving some clear examples or figures 
that support the arguments.

Regarding the language, there is a high degree of accuracy and a wide range of appropriate 
lexis and structures. The candidate shows evidence of successful manipulation of the 
language. Some good examples of complex structures and lexis are:

 Phrasal verbs (perífrasis): ‘suele aparecer’, ‘dedican a vender’, ‘son capaces de combatir’.

Complex lexis: ‘somos testigos’, ‘desigualdad’, ‘recursos’, ‘beneficio propio’, ‘salarios 
vergonzosos’, ‘violación de derechos humanos’, ‘condiciones inhumanas’, ‘aunque bien es 
cierto’.

 Use of pronouns: ‘me centraré’, ‘se dedican’, ‘venderles’, ‘nos lleva’, ‘servirse a uno mismo’. 

 Conditional: ‘deberían contar’.

 Present subjunctive (subjuntivo presente): ‘es necesario que seamos’, ‘hace falta que no 
sean’, ‘a que tengan’.

Passive voice: ‘se ve afectada’.

Overall, this is a successful response with good manipulation of language.

Regarding the marking criteria, this essay was placed in the following bands for each section:

Understanding and Response: 10–12

Organisation and Development: 13–15

Range and Application of Language: 9–10

Accuracy: 4–5

Examiner Comments
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When writing a discursive essay, it is important to 
look carefully at the title and make sure that all the 
implications are addressed. Make sure that your 
arguments and ability to manipulate language show 
progress from AS, including up-to-date examples and 
sophisticated language. Arguments for or against 
should be marshalled and substantiated with a clear, 
structured development of ideas. Paragraphing also 
helps to clarify the sequence. Finally, there should be a 
clear, informed conclusion that follows on logically from 
the ideas expressed in the essay.

Examiner Tip
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Question 2 (e)
Candidates had to explore the reasons why professional sports women should or should not 
have the same salary as their male counterparts. Most of them referred to the influence of 
the media and how difficult it is for the situation to change, despite it being unfair. In this 
essay some candidates struggled a bit more to present a balanced view. Many considered it 
fair not to pay the same to female tennis players because their matches last fewer sets. The 
majority of arguments establishing connections between pay and spectators and/or money 
generated did not explore the reasons behind the prominence of male sport in the media. 
Many candidates referred to tennis players where men have to play longer matches hence 
they must have higher salaries.

Some candidates gave clear examples in response to this question, quoting the personal 
views of sports personalities like Venus Williams and Novak Djokovic. Lots of candidates 
made good points about the role advertising and sponsorship plays in the pay gap, and 
developed this even further to say that fans have some responsibility for this too.

Weaker candidates explained both sides of the problem without presenting clear examples 
or solid arguments, only saying that it is not fair that women earn less than men.

This is an essay that shows that the candidate has understood the question and presents 
some supporting arguments.
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It begins by setting the scene, saying how the lack of equality 
between men and women has become more apparent in the 
last 30 years. Feminist groups have helped to improve that 
balance. The candidate then introduces a question: If a woman 
has the same rights as a man, why is it that she is paid a lot 
less if she plays a professional sport? This shouldn’t be the 
case. 

The following paragraph explains that little by little, women 
have managed to accrue the same rights as men – for 
instance, education, job opportunities, the right to vote, and 
some women have even managed to become world leaders, 
like Angela Merkel. However, salaries are still not the same.

The following example is about a male rugby team, whose 
salary will be the same whether they win or lose. This is not 
the case for female teams, and even if they win their salary 
will be less than the salary of the male players.

The candidate goes on to state that women have to work 
even harder to get to professional levels due to biological 
differences and men have adapted over centuries to perform 
certain activities, but not women, which makes it very hard 
for sportswomen. The conclusion states that this is the reason 
why women should be paid the same as men if they choose to 
practise a sport at a professional level.

This candidate focuses on the general aspect of gender 
equality, and could have explored the sports environment in 
more detail and the specific reasons that make it difficult at 
the moment for salaries to be equal. The mention of the rugby 
example is very general without real supporting evidence.

Regarding the language, there is a high degree of accuracy, 
although some accents have been missed. There is also 
evidence of manipulation of the language, some complex 
structures and lexis such as:

 Present perfect (Pretérito perfecto compuesto): ‘se ha 
notado’, ‘han ayudado’, ‘hemos logrado’, ‘han llegado’, ‘se ha 
adaptado’.

 Complex lexis: ‘igualdad’, ‘exigente’, ‘derecho al voto’, 
‘líderes’, ‘compuesto por’.

 Phrasal verbs (perífrasis): ‘ayudado a’, ‘llegar a ser’, 
‘conseguimos igualar’.

 Use of pronouns: ‘se les paga’, ‘se le sigue’, ‘tenemos que 
esforzarnos’.

 Conditional: ‘no debería ser’.

Overall, this is a satisfactory to good response with some 
manipulation of language.

Regarding the marking criteria, this essay was placed in the 
following bands for each section:

Understanding and Response: 10–12

Organisation and Development: 10–12

Range and Application of Language: 5–6

Accuracy: 4–5

Examiner Comments

When writing a discursive essay, 
it is important to look carefully 
at the title and to make sure that 
you understand clearly what you 
are being asked to do. Make sure 
that you do not contradict yourself 
in your argument as that will 
make your ideas neither logical 
nor clear.

Planning and structure are 
essential and you need to gather 
your arguments systematically 
and sort them into self-contained 
paragraphs. Mind maps are often 
helpful in the planning stage. 
Finally, care should be taken 
with the accuracy and variety of 
language so that communication 
is clear and unimpeded 
throughout the essay.

Examiner Tip
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Question 2 (f)
Candidates had to consider whether or not humans should use animals for entertainment 
purposes. Most candidates argued that animals should not be mistreated to make humans 
happy in any way. The best essays pondered various types of entertainment and its impact 
on the animal, concluding that not all entertainment should be banned and many made 
reference to historical examples.

This was a question which showed that candidates had studied the topic of animal rights, 
welfare and abuse, with its different aspects and how well informed they were on current 
affairs on this particular area. 

They gathered the main arguments by means of a mind map or with separate headings of 
For and Against, introducing clear examples coming from current news or TV documentaries, 
like the case of Sea World in Orlando or Loro Park in Tenerife.

There were many interesting and strong essays which included the candidates’ own personal 
experiences and feelings of being part of an audience seeing how these animals were 
treated in zoos, safaris or the afore-mentioned theme parks. 

The format of the essays was clear and the use of paragraphs helped candidates to 
explore the arguments for and against using animals in entertainment to save and protect 
endangered species. They mentioned environments where animals could receive better care 
and protection and, at the same time, could be living in a more natural habitat where people 
could approach and observe them. Only some candidates developed different arguments, 
and others took the opportunity to write about how they could find historical events in which 
animals were used in show business.

Many good candidates referred to both sides of the argument explaining that pet owners 
usually care a lot for them and despite being entertained by them, it is not their main 
reason to have a pet. Also they referred to zoos and their educational role in society.

Weaker candidates gave very general opinions on animal cruelty, without referring to 
entertaining humans.

Most candidates argued that the use of animals for entertainment was totally unacceptable. 
Reference was made to circuses, dog fighting, aquatic centres and bullfighting. However, a 
small number of candidates misread the question and made too much reference to animal 
experimentation. Again, there was a wide variation in the standard of accuracy, as at this 
level one would not expect basic grammatical errors, particularly adjectival agreement, 
singular nouns with plural nouns and the use of wrong tenses.
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This is an essay that clearly portrays both sides of the argument and reaches an informed 
conclusion. 
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The introduction states that this is a current topic and that the candidate is going 
to analyse the pros and cons. It would be a better use of words to state at the 
beginning whether you are for or against the statement, or what the current 
situation actually is. This introduction has just paraphrased the question without 
introducing the reader to what the candidate thinks about the issue.

The next paragraph explains how captivity is not always bad for animals, because 
it saves them from hostile environments where they would find it difficult to adapt; 
also it suggests that zoos and circuses make sure they use methods that cause as 
little trauma as possible to train them. It continues by saying that many people 
have grown up with the concept of attending shows where animals are used and 
therefore find it acceptable.

The following paragraph introduces the idea that, with small donations, it could be 
possible to carry out programmes to reincorporate these animals to their natural 
habitats. The candidate states that it has been proven that, despite what the 
organisers of these shows say, animals have been on the receiving end of violent 
treatment in order to learn tricks for these shows.

The candidate concludes that it is necessary to ban all of these kinds of animal 
shows in order to prevent animal cruelty and that it is also imperative to make 
children aware that animals are not toys.

This essay could have had more specific examples to support the arguments 
presented by the candidate, as some of the statements appear quite general.

Regarding the use of language, it is evident that the candidate shows progression 
from AS by using some complex structures and lexis, such as:

 Conditional: ‘se deberían’, ‘se podrían’, ‘aprenderían’.

 Present perfect (Pretérito perfecto compuesto): ‘han nacido’, ‘se ha dado casos’, it 
should be ‘han dado casos’.

 Complex lexis: ‘en cautividad’, ‘ligero esfuerzo’, ‘llevar a cabo’, ‘reincorporación’, 
‘maltrato animal’, ‘concienciar’. 

 Imperfect subjunctive (subjuntivo imperfecto): ‘si los dejásemos’.

 Gerund: ‘adaptándose’, ‘reiterando’.

 Phrasal verbs (perífrasis): ‘acabarían muriendo’, ‘aseguran utilizar’. 

 Passive voice (voz pasiva): ‘les ha sido inculcado’, ‘se aprecian’.

 Present subjunctive (subjuntivo presente): ‘Es comprensible que sea’, ‘aunque 
afirmen que sea’, ‘para lograr que realicen’, ‘es esencial que se prohiban’. 

The candidate has tried to manipulate the word ‘current’ and use the false friend 
‘concurrente’ in the introduction to describe the topic. The appropriate term would 
be ‘actual’.

Overall this essay shows very good understanding of the question with the main 
implications explained. The candidate presented the arguments in a clear way, 
however the introduction could have been more effective. 

Regarding the marking criteria this essay was placed in the following bands for 
each section:

Understanding and Response: 10–12

Organisation and Development: 10–12

Range and Application of Language: 9–10

Accuracy: 4–5

Examiner Comments
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In writing a discursive essay, it is important first 
to assemble your arguments and to plan a clear 
structure so that your ideas can develop within a 
clear framework. Make sure that each opinion and 
idea is supported by strong arguments which lead 
to a logical, informed conclusion. Avoid making 
general comments and as far as possible try to 
include your knowledge of the Hispanic world in 
your answers. Finally, care needs to be taken with 
sentence construction and grammatical accuracy 
so that the essay is clear to read.

Examiner Tip
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Question 2 (g)
Candidates were invited to look at whether everybody has the right to wear religious 
symbols in their daily life. There were many heart-felt essays discussing the valid and 
important issues of human rights, the nature of freedom, multiculturalism, religious 
tolerance and national security. Candidates tended to argue in favour of freedom of speech 
and the right to wear whatever you want.

Most responses were detailed and revolved around Muslim symbols and many included 
reference to France’s ban on the hijab. The best essays included examples of other religions 
and went further than alluding simply to freedom of expression. Many candidates mentioned 
that people wearing religious symbols could be targets for criticism or bullying. Some 
candidates blamed terrorism as a cause of racism towards people wearing religious symbols.

Less successful essays were often too general and did not discuss specific examples of 
religious symbols. Some candidates wrote about religious extremism as a general topic 
without any mention of this. Many candidates talked about the importance of wearing any 
symbols without focusing on the question. 

Generally, responses to this question were very well-balanced and logical, with 
well-informed content and with points that were well developed, but some answers were 
sometimes less developed.

This is an excellent example of an informed essay, with good evidence to support 
arguments, both for and against the statement. It also has a very effective introduction that 
doesn’t just reproduce the question; finally, the conclusion is well informed and logical.
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In the introduction, the candidate starts by stating that the right to wear religious symbols is 
a topic that has been in the public eye for a few years due to the increase in immigration and 
in the conflicts between people from foreign religious backgrounds and the local religions.

In the following paragraph, the candidate presents their stance, which is that, given that we 
live in a developed country based on the freedom of speech, we should allow people to wear 
whatever they want. The candidate uses a quote from the famous atheist Richard Dawkins 
to support this argument. It also explains that a prohibition of this sort would develop a 
totalitarian relationship between the state and the individuals. It finishes by saying that it is 
time to welcome the different beliefs that immigrants bring and to scrap the xenophobic and 
racist attitudes people can have.

The third paragraph presents the counterpart to the argument. It mentions how France has 
banned the burka due to security issues, especially after the terrorist attacks in London in 
2005. The candidate states that, given that we live in a secular country, all forms of religious 
symbols should be prohibited. Not only that, but (s)he also states that, as the number 
of atheists increases, their rights should be protected by banning these symbols. Finally, 
according to the candidate, in some extremist countries like Saudi Arabia, Christian symbols 
are not respected, so should we do the same for Muslim symbols?

As a conclusion, the candidate mentions that after weighing all the arguments, (s)he is of the 
opinion that wearing religious symbols should be respected in order to preserve our freedom 
of speech.

Regarding the language, there were good examples of a wide range of complex structures and 
lexis. Some examples are: 

Conditional: ‘deberían tener’, ‘violaría’, ‘expresaría’, ‘argumentarían’.

Gerund: ‘lleva años apareciendo’, ‘sigue incrementando’. 

Complex lexis: ‘creciente’, ‘extranjeras’, ‘indígenas’, ‘enfáticamente’, ‘libertad de expresión’, 
‘derechos humanos’, ‘xenofóbicas’, ‘atentados terroristas’, ‘ateos’, ‘seglar’, ‘años venideros’, 
‘extremistas’, ‘sopesado’.

Use of pronouns: ‘examinémoslo’.

Present subjunctive (subjuntivo presente): ‘no creo que haya’.

Present perfect (Pretérito perfecto compuesto): ‘hemos basado’, ‘ya ha prohibido’.

Imperfect subjunctive (subjuntivo imperfecto): ‘controlásemos’.

Idiomatic expressions: ‘el argumento patas arriba’, ‘cueste lo que cueste’.

Regarding the marking criteria, this essay was placed in the following bands for each section:

Understanding and Response: 13–15

Organisation and Development: 13–15

Range and Application of Language: 9–10

Accuracy: 4–5

Examiner Comments
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It is essential to read the title of the essay carefully 
and to make sure that you address all the implications 
of the question. Beware of being too general and 
basing your arguments only on your personal beliefs, 
without using supporting evidence from what you 
have studied in preparation for your exam. Begin by 
gathering your arguments by means of a mind map or 
with separate headings of For and Against. You don’t 
have to present both sides of the argument, but it will 
make it easier for you to understand or remember 
where your evidence is coming from. The format 
of the essay will then become clear and the use of 
discrete paragraphs will help you to reach a logical, 
informed conclusion.

Examiner Tip
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Question 3 (a)
Section C: The Research Based Essay

For the Research Based Essay candidates will have prepared and thoroughly researched one 
of four possible topic areas:

• Geographical Area

• Historical Study

• Aspects of Modern Spanish-speaking Society

• Literature and the Arts

They must write an essay of 240–270 words in Spanish. The following are not included in 
the word count:

• Titles and proper names

• Quotations, numbers and statistical data

• Bibliographies

• Footnotes – except where they become extensions of the main essay.

Word Count:

If the essay falls short of 240 words it will be self-penalising according to the assessment 
grids. Examiners mark up to 270 words which includes reading to the end of the sentence 
where the word count is exceeded. Any writing beyond 270 words is not awarded marks.

Reading, Research and Understanding (30 marks)

This assessment grid carries the most marks by far and is therefore extremely important.

Candidates are rewarded for the in-depth reading and research that informs the essay.

Every point that is made must be relevant to the title and supported by evidence. In the 
case of geography, history or society, candidates will probably refer to specific information 
gleaned from a variety of sources such as books, articles and the internet. They may 
produce statistical information or specific data to support the arguments they are 
presenting. In the case of literature and the arts, a thorough knowledge of the text or film 
is required in order to address the implications of the essay title. The research carried out 
will demonstrate the difference between watching a film or reading a book for entertainment 
and studying the work analytically. Simple story-telling, for example, a narrative account 
with minimal or no descriptive language or attempts at analysis, will not be rewarded with 
high marks. Candidates need to select the information they have researched and ensure 
that what they write is always relevant and appropriate to the title of the essay. Each point 
that is made in the essay needs to be supported by specific reference to relevant extracts 
from the film or text or by appropriate and relevant quotation. Pre-learnt quotations that are 
included regardless of relevance will not attract high marks.

Organisation and Development (9 marks)

The essay must be well planned, relevant and coherently structured. Candidates must 
demonstrate the ability to marshal their material effectively and develop their ideas within 
a clear framework. There should be a logical development of ideas and a clear, informed 
conclusion. Paragraphing is helpful although the essay could reveal a planned and organised 
structure in the absence of paragraphs.

Quality of Language (6 marks)

Although this assessment grid carries fewest marks, it does have an impact on the others 
since it rewards the ability to communicate information clearly and unambiguously. The key 
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is communication and to what extent linguistic errors affect the ability to understand what 
the candidate is trying to express. For full marks, the candidate needs to write fluent, varied 
and appropriate language with a wide variety of vocabulary, good handling of complex 
grammatical structures and a competent use of verbs and tenses. In addition, a high level 
of linguistic accuracy is needed and a clear, unimpeded communication of ideas. If there 
is some ambiguity and lack of clarity, the candidate can only be awarded a maximum of 
4 marks. If communication breaks down to such an extent that the essay begins to lack 
comprehensibility and the candidate is using only simple, basic language then a maximum of 
2 marks would be appropriate.

There were still some candidates who showed great knowledge of the chosen topic, but who 
failed to link it to the questions asked; this made some of their answers irrelevant.
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Question 3 (a)
This question focused the attention on a social or political topic that has affected the region/
city candidates have studied. Candidates had to explain the positive and negative effects 
that this topic has had in the region/city. The most popular regions studied were Cataluña, 
Andalusia, Madrid and the most common Latin American country was Colombia.

Only a small minority didn’t answer the question correctly, as they wrote only about 
the positive effects or, the other way around, only about the negative effects on the 
chosen region. There was a variety of topics, perhaps the most common one was: The 
independence of Cataluña.

In quite a few cases, however, candidates wrote discursive essays about the possible 
advantages/disadvantages of independence, rather than focusing on the actual effects of the 
movement on the region.

A significant number of candidates wrote about Spain, whilst it should be stressed that in 
this question they needed to refer to a specific region.

Most candidates were able to describe the nationalities or regional names of people with 
some errors (Europeanos instead of Europeos, cataluños instead of Catalanes).

This candidate chose to talk about Tenerife, and the increasing number of British tourists as 
the social problem. 
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The introduction presents the area and social problem clearly, and mentions the elements 
of the question that are going to be discussed, including advantages and disadvantages.

The first paragraph talks about how Tenerife benefits from the high number of tourists 
for its economy; therefore, the big number of British tourists is positive as it generates 
employment, improves the busy atmosphere of the island and supports the best water park 
in Europe.

The following paragraph outlines the ways in which this phenomenon has not been positive 
for the island; for instance, most of the tourism concentrates in the south, leaving the 
north of the island with a huge unemployment problem. Also, people from Tenerife don’t 
feel as comfortable now going to the south, as they perceive this more as a British area, 
due to the large number of pubs and British shops. Another issue is the disruption to the 
peace caused by some British nationals who destroy some establishments and litter the 
streets.

The candidate closes the essay by stressing the point that what good is tourism for 
the island if it is destroying some of it and isolating the other half. Given that the local 
authorities are not willing to do anything to change this situation, Tenerife is becoming a 
place for tourists to come and lose their minds with no problem.

This essay shows that the candidate has understood the question adequately and has 
selected some relevant evidence to answer the question. However, it is clear that the 
evidence is mostly based on general knowledge than on in-depth research. There is a lack 
of supporting arguments, figures and examples.

The structure of the essay is adequate, unfortunately the candidate fails to develop each 
aspect thoroughly. 

The communication can be described as satisfactory for A Level with a fair range of 
appropriate lexis and structures often well handled.

Regarding the marking criteria, this essay was placed in the following bands for each 
section:

Reading, Research and Understanding: 13–18

Organisation and Development: 5–6

Quality of Language: 3–4

Examiner Comments

When writing a Research Based Essay, it is essential to 
focus on the demands of the title.

Generalisations are not helpful and reveal only 
superficial knowledge of the topic. Make sure you 
include relevant and correct information, such as dates, 
names, figures and quotes to support your arguments. 
Attention must also be paid to the appropriateness of 
the vocabulary and the accuracy of the language so 
that ideas can be clearly communicated.

Examiner Tip
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Question 3 (b)
Candidates were asked to identify a key person from the historical period they have studied 
and evaluate the impact (s)he had on the social or political life of the country using relevant 
detailed examples and supporting arguments. The common historical figures addressed were 
Francisco Franco, Fidel Castro and Simón Bolívar. Other figures included La Pasionaria, Juan 
Carlos, Adolfo Suárez, Isabel La Católica, Federico García Lorca and Gabriel García Márquez. 
Many essays were simply narrative potted bibliographies and some candidates even seemed 
to follow a previously learnt script. The better essays fully addressed the second half of the 
question and did analyse the impact of the figure on the social and/or political life of the 
country. 

The transition in Spain has been a very popular historical period studied by candidates at  
A Level. Adolfo Suárez is definitely a key figure in this period and is the person chosen by 
this candidate for this essay. Please note that the candidate has chosen to add more than  
10 footnotes to expand on different aspects of the essay. Given the word restrictions, only 
the actual body of the essay has been taken into consideration for assessment.
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The introduction is short but effective. It introduces the historical period, key character and 
main reason for choosing him.

The first paragraph sets the scene by describing the political situation of Spain following the 
death of Franco in 1975 and showing how important it was to create a new path that would 
allow a more peaceful future for Spain.

The following paragraph explains how the King chose a different person to start that transition 
process and that was unsuccessful due to his radical profile. It was only then than Adolfo 
Suárez was appointed as a good compromise between the members of the former Franquismo 
and the people’s desire for a democratic Spain.

It continues by listing all the political changes introduced by Suárez, once he became 
President and the effect they had on the country and its journey to democracy. These changes 
allowed people in the opposition to acknowledge King Juan Carlos as the legitimate leader of 
Spain. 

The candidate concludes by saying how significant the role of Suárez was in a peaceful and 
inclusive transition, and how values of dialogue, respect and political skills allowed Spain to 
celebrate their first elections since 1936 and led to the writing of the Spanish Constitution, 
the best example of the ability to negotiate in the history of Spain.

Overall this is an example of a candidate who fully understood the question and provided an 
excellent response, entirely relevant to the question. This candidate also shows independent 
judgement with a good choice of evidence, quality of illustration and thoughtful conclusion. 
There is plenty of evidence of extensive in-depth reading and research and of critical analysis 
of the source materials.

Regarding the organisation and development, we can see an introduction and conclusion that 
relate to the body of the essay and provide some logical structure; there are good details, 
facts and figures that develop each point. Finally, with respects to communication, it is very 
clear, almost always fluent and there is evidence of a fluent, varied and appropriately wide 
range of lexis and structures.

Regarding the marking criteria, this essay was placed in the following bands for each section:

Reading, Research and Understanding: 25–30

Organisation and Development: 7–9

Quality of Language: 5–6

Examiner Comments

When writing a historical essay, you need to have 
a good grasp of relevant facts and details and to 
present the information in a structured, well developed 
manner. Remember to link every argument back to 
the question. Plan your introduction and conclusion so 
they are effective, avoiding unnecessary words and 
providing a logical structure to the essay. Finally, the 
essay needs to be well planned, carefully sequenced, 
historically accurate and written clearly with a good 
command of the language.

Examiner Tip
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Question 3 (c)
This question attracted the fewest number of candidates. Candidates were invited to choose 
a recent social or cultural event in the Spanish-speaking society they have studied and 
evaluate the importance of this event for that modern society.

The main problem encountered by some candidates was a failure to understand or address 
the word ‘acontecimiento’ in the question. Some candidates chose non-events, such as ‘la 
introducción de políticas de austeridad’. Whilst this did not necessarily prevent them from 
writing with interest, it generally prevented access to the higher mark bands.

There were some interesting and imaginative answers to this question, and the best focused 
on a specific event and used it as prism to examine the wider implications generated. Whilst 
the majority of candidates concentrated on the social aspects of the question the most 
successful often looked creatively at the event’s cultural resonances.

Weaker candidates wrote essays on San Fermines and another on Fiestas en el País Vasco 
which read like tourist brochures; the events themselves were described, but opportunities 
were missed to evaluate their importance to the (Basque) society.

Some candidates misunderstood ‘reciente’ and described the Spanish elections which had 
not at that point happened.

This candidate has chosen to write about the events which took place on May 15th 2011. 
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The introduction says that this was not only a social event, but also an example 
of the dissatisfaction of Spanish people, leading to a society even more distant 
from their political leaders.

The following paragraph explains that following the Financial Crisis, Spain 
suffered a dip in the living conditions of its people, with half of young people out 
of work, it was time to rise up and protest. It continues by saying that this event 
was really important as it congregated thousands of university candidates at the 
Puerta del sol. It was not condemned by the government, but supported instead. 
However, some sectors of Spanish society were disconcerted by the Marxist ideas 
behind the protest.

The candidate goes on to comment on how quickly this event had a political 
effect. Thanks to Pablo Iglesias, young people saw the light at the end of the 
tunnel. After the European elections, they gained a lot of support in the national 
elections in 2015. Nevertheless, once in power, the Spanish society became a 
victim again; some of the local community food banks have been closed.

As a conclusion the candidate presents some independent judgement by saying 
that the result of this uprising is that some tyrants have come to power and left 
society in a worse situation. From the point of view of the candidate, this event 
reflected, and worsened, the extreme social situation of Spain.

Overall, it is evident that the candidate understood the question and chose 
relevant evidence to illustrate the arguments. When talking about and event, it 
is important to give a quick overview of how certain causes led to it in order to 
demonstrate clearly how relevant that event was to that particular society. The 
development of arguments is well planned and sequenced and there is a good 
organisation and presentation of ideas.

Regarding the marking criteria, this essay was placed in the following bands for 
each section:

Reading, Research and Understanding: 19–24

Organisation and Development: 7–8

Quality of Language: 5–6

Examiner Comments

Candidates who choose to write about developments 
in their chosen Spanish-speaking society need good, 
in-depth factual knowledge. Unlike the History option, 
the research needs to focus on contemporary events. 
The subject matter has to be carefully studied and the 
essay well planned and structured with a good deal of 
relevant information. Candidates need to keep  
up-to-date with contemporary developments by 
reading local newspapers and watching the local news. 
Care must be taken to address all implications of the 
essay title. Finally, attention must be given to the 
accuracy and appropriateness of the written language.

Examiner Tip
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Question 3 (d)
Literature and the Arts was the most popular choice for a research-based essay and an 
increasing number of centres are choosing film rather than text. From the wide variety 
of texts and films that had been studied, the following is a selection of the most popular 
choices made:

Text

‘Como agua para chocolate’ – Laura Esquivel

‘Crónica de una muerte anunciada’ – García Márquez

‘El coronel no tiene quien le escriba’ – García Márquez

‘Relato de un náufrago’ – García Márquez

‘Un día de éstos’ – García Márquez (a short story from the collection; Los funerales de la 
Mamá Grande)

‘Bodas de Sangre’ – García Lorca

‘Yerma’ – García Lorca

‘La casa de Bernarda Alba’ – García Lorca

‘Las bicicletas son para el verano’ – Fernán Gómez

‘Réquiem para un campesino español’ – Sender

‘La casa de los espíritus’ – Isabel Allende

‘El príncipe destronado’ – Miguel Delibes

‘La Regenta’ – Leopoldo Alas (Clarín)

‘El sí de las niñas’ – Moratín

‘Historia de una escalera’ – Buero Vallejo

‘El alcalde de Zalamea’ – Calderón

‘La sombra del viento’ – Ruiz Zafón

‘El oro de los sueños’ – José María Merino

‘Lazarillo de Tormes’ – anon

‘El túnel’ – Ernesto Sábato

‘La familia de Pascual Duarte’ – Camilo José Cela

‘El Camino’ – Miguel Delibes

Films

‘El laberinto del Fauno’ – Guillermo del Toro (2006)

‘El espinazo del diablo’ – Guillermo del Toro (2001)

‘Volver’ – Almodóvar (2006)

‘Todo sobre mi madre’ – Almodóvar (2009)

‘Hable con ella’ – Almodóvar (2002)
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‘Mujeres al borde de un ataque de nervios’ – Almodóvar (2008)

‘Diarios de Motocicleta’ – Salles (2004)

‘El Che’ – Aníbal di Salvo (1997)

‘De prisa de prisa’ – Saura (1981)

‘Carmen’ – Saura (1984)

‘Historia oficial’ – Puenzo (1985)

‘Nosotros los pobres’ – Rodríguez (1948)

‘Los otros’ – Amenábar (2001)

‘Mar adentro’ – Amenábar (2004)

‘Celda 211’ – Monzón (2009)

‘Los ojos de Julia’ – Morales (2010)

‘Un franco catorce pesetas’ – Iglesias (2006)

‘Los fantasmas de Goya’ – Forman (2006)

‘El metodo’ – Piñeyro (2005)

‘Las trece rosas’ – Martínez (2007)

‘El secreto de sus ojos’ – Campanella (2009)

‘El orfanato’ – Bayona (2007)

‘El lápiz del carpintero’ – Reixa (2002)

‘Sin nombre’ – Fukunaga (2009)

‘María llena eres de gracia’ – Marston (2004)

‘La lengua de las matiposas’ – Cuerda (1999)

‘Flores de otro mundo’ Iciar Ballaín (1999)

‘Te doy mis ojos’ – Iciar Ballaín (2003)

‘El espíritu de la colmena’ – Victor Erice (1973)

‘Muerte de un ciclista’ – Juan Antonio Bardem (1955)

‘Tres metros sobre el cielo’ – Fernando González Molina (2010)

‘Yo también’ – Antonio Naharro (2009)

‘Amores perros’ – Alejandro González (2000)

‘Bajarse al Moro’ – Fernando Coloma (1992)

‘Biutiful’ – Alejandro González Iñárritu (2010)

There was an increasing tendency towards the study of film rather than text, with 
Almodóvar and Guillermo del Toro being the most popular choices. Of the texts studied, 
Lorca and Laura Esquivel were the most popular choices with ‘La Casa de Bernard Alba’ and 
‘Como agua para chocolate’ predominant. 

Candidates were asked to explain how the characters in the text or film they have studied 
help us to understand the society at the time. It was important to analyse more than one 
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character and to consider the main aspects of that society. Candidates could refer not only 
to the society portrayed in the text or film, but also the society in which they were written or 
produced, as well as the society in which the author or director lived, as they may have had 
a direct influence on the text or film. 

The range of texts and films studied allowed for a varied selection of elements of society 
from post-civil war Spain to machismo and social hierarchy in 1930s Andalucía. The best 
candidates referred to one or two often opposing candidates (e.g. Bernarda and Adela 
in La Casa De Bernarda Alba or Vidal and Mercedes in El Laberinto del Fauno) and made 
direct reference to the text or film showing which aspects of society these characters 
demonstrated and in what way. Some candidates at the top end made specific factual 
reference to historical detail and others used critical works to good effect to evidence their 
evaluation. When quotations were used, these were generally used judiciously. There were 
some exceptionally well written essays using high register language (inexorablemente, 
hegemonía...).

The best essays addressed the question in the introduction, developed their ideas clearly 
paragraph by paragraph and came to a strong conclusion. 

Common pitfalls were narrating the events of the text with little or no analysis of society 
and how we see this society through the characters. There were also candidates who 
concentrated on the use of language-symbolism or lyricism, instead of focusing on the 
characters and society. Some candidates gave biographical information about the author/
playwright which was neither relevant nor manipulated to be made relevant. 

Some candidates showed inaccuracies when placing their book or film in context, for 
example, stating that “La Movida” was a 50s–60s movement, that La Lengua de las 
Mariposas takes part during Franco’s dictatorship (the last scene is the beginning of the Civil 
War) and that Bernarda Alba is a literary representation of Franco, when Lorca wrote La 
Casa de Bernarda Alba before the dictatorship started.

A number of essays had no conclusion; the essays read like they had stopped through 
time or word count constraints. Some of the issues that examiners have reported on this 
particular question are:

• Some candidates failed to back up their research with sufficient supporting evidence. 
The use of quotes would have benefitted these candidates enormously.

• Some candidates described filming techniques and their effects rather than the society 
as created by the characters and their action, words, or attitudes.

• Some candidates described in detail the characters and their lives without making 
specific and detailed references to social aspects of the period in which the play, book or 
film was set.

• Never write pen over pencil; it makes it very hard for the examiner to understand the 
writing clearly.

• It is advisable that candidates clearly cross the plan off.

• Candidates who wrote the question as a title seemed to maintain the focus on the 
question much better than those who did not.

• Remember the CaRoLiNa rule to avoid spelling errors (i.e. no other consonants can ever 
double, therefore SS, FF, TT, etc. are never an occurrence in the Spanish language).

• Ensure there are complex structures throughout the essay, not just at the end.

• Compare dates accurately when researching to avoid inaccuracies in your research, for 
example, Lorca wrote La Casa de Bernarda Alba before the dictatorship started, and a 
number of candidates refer to Bernarda Alba as a literary representation of Franco and 
his authoritarianism.
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• Candidates need to pay attention to phrases like ‘el punto de vista del escritor/director’ 
etc., instead of using ‘la vista’ (meaning ‘the view/sight’ instead of ‘the point of view’).

• Passive avoidance strategies like the use of ‘se’ would help candidates express 
themselves more accurately (‘se explora’ rather than ‘son explorados’).

• Candidates would be more accurate if they could identify prepositions and remember 
that these can only be followed by infinitive forms: ‘al salir’, ‘por volver’, ‘para saber’, 
etc.

La casa de Bernarda Alba is one of the most popular texts chosen by candidates to study at 
A Level. This essay is an excellent example.
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The introduction gives a quick and effective presentation of the text and the characters that help 
us understand the society at the time.

The second paragraph shows how Bernarda represents authority, that she has a desire to control 
the lives of others, and how she cannot accept people challenging her rules, even if that leads 
to the death of her youngest daughter. The following paragraph establishes a parallel between 
Bernarda and the falangistas during 1936 which were growing in numbers and who upheld very 
similar values. This paragraph is closed by stating that the reader has a clearer understanding of 
the society at that particular time thanks to the personality of Bernarda.

The candidate then goes on to describe how Adela portrays the role of women. Through 
the story she becomes more empowered thanks to her passion for Pepe. She also 
displays some feminist ideas regarding her sexuality. According to the candidate, Adela 
goes against the traditional role of women as she is more confident and challenges the 
status quo.

This paragraph is followed by a description of how a typical woman would live in the 
Spain of 1936, in a similar context to Adela and how other women were challenging the 
stereotypes with a more feminist approach. These women, such as Clara Campoamor 
and Margarita Nelken, fought for women’s rights and sexual freedom. Once again the 
candidate closes the paragraph by saying that thanks to character of Adela it is easier 
to understand how women lived at the time. 

The conclusion presents a brief summary of how both characters represent certain key 
aspects of the society of 1936 and how successful the text is in doing so.

Overall, we can see that the candidate understood the question and has selected 
entirely relevant evidence to address the question. The evidence chosen illustrates 
the arguments clearly and there is a consistently good use of a variety of references 
relevant to the question. The organisation is well planned and structured.

The language used is almost always fluent, varied and appropriate with a wide range of 
lexis and structures.

Regarding the marking criteria, this essay was placed in the following bands for each 
section:

Reading, Research and Understanding: 25–30

Organisation and Development: 7–8

Quality of Language: 5–6

Examiner Comments
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Volver is one of the most popular films chosen by candidates for this paper. This candidate 
has decided to analyse Volver and how the characters help us to understand the society at 
the time.
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The introduction presents the film and states that through the characters we can see different 
aspects of the society. This introduction is quite vague as we are not told which characters or 
aspects of the society are going to be dealt with. This would have made it more effective.

The following paragraph states that the society is mainly a patriarchal one where female 
characters are trapped in conventional relationships where the male figure holds the power. 
This can be exemplified by Raimunda and her husband Paco who was fired from his job as he 
only wanted to watch football and drink. According to the candidate, it is easy to relate to the 
female characters as they face similar problems to women nowadays.

The candidate continues by explaining that it is possible to appreciate 2 contexts in the film: 
a rural context and an urban one. This is also represented by women who represent different 
aspects of the Spanish society; women in the city are strong, hardworking and brave, while 
women in the countryside live in the past, where myths about death are part of the everyday 
life. This is exemplified by Paula questioning Raimunda about people cleaning their own grave. 

In the next paragraph the importance of neighbours is highlighted through the character of 
Agustina, who, according to Almodóvar, represents a key element of the female universe – the 
solidarity of women.

Finally, the conclusion says that Almodóvar pays homage to the society and culture of La 
Mancha through the characters and it poses the question of whether the film would have been 
that successful without all these details about the society.

The choice of quotes from the film and from the actors themselves is appropriate and 
the organisation of the essay is clear. It is possible to see some selection of evidence and 
ideas that is relevant to the question. However, some of the arguments presented are very 
superficial, basing the research only on general knowledge and without showing evidence of 
in-depth analysis of the film.

This essay would have been improved if there were a better and clearer description of the 
society with a clear explanation through the life of key characters.

The communication is almost always fluent and the lexis and structures are varied and very 
appropriate.

Regarding the marking criteria, this essay was placed in the following bands for each section:

Reading, Research and Understanding: 13–18

Organisation and Development: 5–6

Quality of Language: 5–6

Examiner Comments
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Although it may be tempting to display all the 
knowledge you have acquired, it is essential that you 
read the question carefully and ensure that everything 
you include in your essay is fully relevant to the 
demands of the title. Beware of inserting quotations 
simply because you have learnt them regardless of 
their relevance. Avoid story-telling and concentrate on 
selecting your material to fit the implications of the 
question. Finally, plan the essay carefully so that there 
is a clear structure and development and check the 
written language for accuracy and clarity.

Examiner Tip
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Paper Summary
Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

• Translation skills from English to Spanish and, for that matter, the other way round, 
should be practised regularly and should be introduced as early as possible (KS3).

• Read the Specification carefully and follow the guidance when choosing a research 
based essay topic. Remember that all the sub-headings under the area of research 
heading should be accessible and studied. For instance, the geographical area requires 
candidates to research the following:

• key people.

• key events.

• key issues (eg demographic, environmental, economic, social, political) that have 
impacted or are having an impact on the area.

• In addition, candidates need to have a thorough knowledge of customs, traditions, 
beliefs and religions. It is essential that each one of these areas of study is covered in 
the research so that candidates are thoroughly prepared for anything that may come up 
on the examination paper.

• Candidates should plan essays carefully before starting to write. They should try to write 
in paragraphs with each paragraph self-contained with its own development of ideas, 
but linked to both the preceding and following paragraphs so that there is a logical 
connection of ideas.

• Candidates should always read the questions carefully and make sure that all the 
implications have been understood and addressed.

• Finally, candidates should try to write neatly and clearly. It is often helpful to write on 
alternate lines so that there is space to make corrections above the word or words that 
have been crossed out.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx



Pearson Education Limited. Registered company number 872828  
with its registered office at 80 Strand, London WC2R 0RL.




