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Introduction
GCE Spanish (A2), Unit 4 is assessed by means of a two and a half hour examination. 
During this time, candidates have to translate a short passage into the target language 
and write two essays in Spanish, the first either creative or discursive and the second a 
research-based essay.

The specification is now very familiar to most candidates and their teachers and clearly 
the preparation for the examination had generally been thorough and conscientious. 
Nevertheless, it was disappointing to find some candidates writing about non-Spanish 
speaking countries in their research-based essays. For example, candidates wrote about the 
preparations in Rio de Janeiro for the Olympics in 2016 or the Notting Hill Carnival in London 
which were offered as responses to question 3(a). Similarly, essays on the Franco Prussian 
War, the American Civil War or France under Louis XIV were not appropriate choices for 
question 3(b).

There were some excellent imaginative essays in the responses to Questions 2(a), (b) 
and (c), and some well argued discursive essays, the most popular of which were 2(e) on 
euthanasia and 2(g) on Information Technology.

Many candidates provided very detailed and relevant information in their research-based 
essays, often with carefully selected quotations or specific references to statistics or data. 
Essays on the 'Milagro de España', for instance, as a response to question 3(c), were often 
very informative and perceptively written. The standard of written language was generally 
high and demonstrated a good command of appropriate language. 

However, the most popular area of research was Literature and the Arts, with an increasing 
trend towards the study of film. 
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Section A: Translation
Question 1
The translation exercise tests a variety of grammatical structures with the emphasis on 
accuracy and no acceptance of paraphrasing or embellishment. Spelling, syntax and 
grammar must be accurate and there is no reward for creative writing. Only essential 
accents are penalised, for example ‘el’ instead of ‘él’ where there is a clear difference 
between a definite article and a pronoun. The passage is approximately 60 words in length 
and this is divided into 30 discrete elements or ‘boxes’ that are either right or wrong with 
no half marks. The final raw mark out of 30 is then transferred to a grid that converts it to 
a final mark out of 10. The content of the translation is firmly based on one of the General 
Topic Areas as published in the Specification. For instance, the Summer 2013 translation 
related to the theme of Education and Employment. Finally, the grammatical structures 
tested also correspond to those listed in the Specification Appendix 6.

This year's translation proved to be both testing and challenging in terms of vocabulary 
and grammatical structures but many candidates coped well and the average mark was 6 
or 7 out of 10. The translation discriminated well between the weaker and the more able 
candidates and there was a wide range of ability with 1 or 2 as the lowest mark and a few 
candidates scoring 9 or 10.

The translation began with a familiar use of the present subjunctive after ‘cuando’ when 
referring to the future. Several translations of ‘leaves’ were accepted, including 'salga’, 
termine’, ‘acabe’ and ‘finalice'. Most candidates scored a mark with ‘el instituto’, ‘el colegio’ 
or ‘la escuela’ but if they had chosen to use the verb ‘salir’ they were expected to use ‘del’ 
or ‘de la’. 

Many candidates translated ‘intends to’ correctly and the following were all accepted: ‘tiene 
la intención de’, ‘piensa’ and ‘quiere’ or ‘quisiera’ but not ‘piensa en’, ‘intenta’ or ‘procura’. 
‘To become a doctor’ was correctly translated as ‘hacerse médico’, ‘ser médico’ or ‘llegar 
a ser médico’ but candidates lost marks if they used ‘volverse en’ or included an indefinite 
article before ‘médico’ or ‘doctor’. 

‘Three weeks ago’ caused few problems, although some weaker candidates offered ‘tres 
semanas pasadas’ or ‘desde hace tres semanas’, both of which were incorrect. The verb ‘he 
did’ should have been translated using the preterite, although some candidates were unsure 
of the spelling and lost marks with ‘hico’. The imperfect was not accepted. 

‘His work experience’ was a familiar expression to many and ‘experiencia de trabajo’, 
‘experiencia laboral’ or ‘prácticas laborales’ were all acceptable translations. ‘Su trabajo 
laboral’, however, was incorrect. Most candidates scored a mark with ‘en un hospital’ but a 
surprising number of candidates mis-spelt the noun as ‘hopital’. 

Most candidates were successful with ‘where he learnt about’ and correctly translated 
‘donde aprendió sobre’ but they lost the mark if they used ‘de’ instead of ‘sobre’. The fairly 
demanding vocabulary ‘the challenges’ proved difficult for many candidates, although 
the more able did succeed with ‘los retos’ or ‘los desafíos’. Many candidates offered ‘las 
dificultades’ but this was not accepted. The next ‘box’ gave an easy mark for ‘del empleo’ or 
‘del trabajo’ and ‘del puesto’ or ‘de la profesión’ were also accepted. 

The next five boxes could be successfully translated using different routes. If candidates 
chose to use a ‘desde hace’ expression, they needed to be aware that the verb should be 
rendered in the imperfect and correspondingly ‘desde hace’ should become ‘desde hacía’. 
Alternatively, they could use ‘llevaba’ followed by a present participle ‘pensando en’ and 
finish with ‘por/durante dos años’. ‘Para dos años’ was incorrect. 

'Pero ya’ was successfully negotiated by the majority of candidates but many candidates 
mis-spelt 'medecina' as 'medicina' and ‘carrera’ as ‘carera’ with two ‘r’s’ instead of three. 
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Nearly all candidates managed to score a mark with ‘sus padres’ although some carelessly 
spelt ‘sus’ as ‘su’ and hardly anyone thought that ‘sus parientes’ meant ‘his parents’. 

‘Share’ was another challenging piece of vocabulary and there were several attempts at 
paraphrase such as ‘tienen también’ which were incorrect. Some candidates confused 
‘comparten’ with ‘comportan’. The word ‘enthusiasm' was frequently mis-spelt as 
‘enthusiasmo’, incorrectly retaining the ‘h’. 

Many candidates recognised the following subjunctive after a verb of wishing or wanting – 
quieren que siga’ although there were some strange spellings of the verb, including ‘sigua’. 
The majority of candidates scored a mark with ‘el ejemplo de su tío’ but many of those who 
correctly rendered the subjunctive ‘siga’ failed to notice that the following verb depended on 
the same construction and offered ‘tiene’ instead of ‘tenga’. 

‘His own clinic’ was generally translated successfully, although mistakes included the spelling 
of 'propia' as 'propria', the gender - ‘su propio clínico’ and the position of the adjective – 
‘su clínica propia’. Similarly ‘This summer’ presented few problems, although ’this’ was 
sometimes translated as ‘esto’ or ‘esta’. 

A common mistake was to translate ‘to take an exam’ as ‘tomar un exámen’ and ‘tomará’ 
was not accepted. Either the pure future or the immediate future of the verb was acceptable 
– ‘va a hacer’ or ‘hará’ – and other verbs accepted were ‘pasará’, ‘rendirá’ or ‘tendrá. 
‘His exams’ was another easy mark and either ‘exámenes’, with or without the accent, 
or ‘pruebas’ was accepted. Here, ‘exámenes’ is a good example of a missing accent not 
affecting the function of the word and therefore being regarded as an insignificant error. 

The final construction centred upon another subjunctive after a verb of hoping and several 
candidates lost marks through failing to recognise that ‘espera que’ needs to be followed by 
‘sean suficientemente buenos’. A surprising number of candidates mis-spelt ‘los resultados’ 
as ‘los resultos’ and many rendered ‘good enough’ as ‘suficiente buenos’ rather than using 
the adverb ‘suficientemente’. Finally to get into university’ was correctly translated by most 
candidates as ‘para entrar en la universidad’ although some lost marks by using ‘entrar a’ 
rather than ‘entrar en’. 
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This is an example of a candidate who has achieved an average score and is representative 
of a large number of candidates who achieved similar marks. 

This translation begins with the common mistake of choosing the wrong verb 'dejar' and failing to put 
it into the subjunctive form after 'Cuando'. Unfortunately the candidate has omitted 'de' after correctly 
writing 'tiene la intención'. The next mistake is to write 'aprendió de' instead of 'aprendió sobre'. The 'ya' 
is missing after 'Pero'. 'Desde hacía dos años' is successfully negotiated but surprisingly the candidate 
puts the verb into the present tense - 'piensa' instead of the imperfect 'pensaba' and does not realise 
that it should be followed by 'en' instead of 'de'. The word 'medicina' is mis-spelt as 'medecina'. 'His 
enthusiasm' is incorrectly translated as 'su gusto' and unfortunately the candidate has recognised 
the use of the subjunctive after 'quieren que' but mis-spells it as 'sigua'. Another spelling mistake is 
'propria' instead of 'propia'. The missing accents on 'hará' and 'exámenes' do not affect the meanings 
of the words and are therefore not penalised. 'Bastante buenos' was an acceptable alternative to 
'suficientemente buenos'. With 21 'boxes' correct and 9 'boxes' wrong, this candidate scored 7 out of 10.

Examiner Comments

The art of translation is a specialised skill that requires practice, 
precision and care. It is important to read through the passage first 
to get a general idea of the context and the meaning and then to 
work through carefully checking spellings, agreements and accents 
in particular. Translation as a skill is best introduced during the AS 
year since regular practice improves performance.

Examiner Tip
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Section B: The Creative / Discursive Essay

Question 2 (a)
Candidates have a choice of seven essay titles from which they select one. There are three 
creative essay titles and four discursive titles and candidates must write between 240 and 
270 words in Spanish. Both creative and discursive essays are marked according to the 
same assessment grids except for Understanding and Response where the criteria and the 
descriptors are different.

Range and Application of Language (10 marks)

Candidates are rewarded for rich and complex language and the ability to handle complex 
structures. There should be a variety of appropriate vocabulary and successful manipulation 
of verbs, tenses and complex grammatical structures demonstrating progress beyond the 
standards of AS.

Accuracy of the Target Language (5 marks)

Candidates should demonstrate a high degree of command of the language with minimal 
errors. At this stage, there should be no basic errors such as would appear at GCSE or, 
indeed, at AS Level. Candidates should be fluent and accurate in their written language 
and write in the appropriate register. If communication breaks down or is impaired then 
the candidate can expect to achieve no more than 2 marks. If there is ambiguity and 
communication is not immediately clear because of major errors then a mark of 4 would be 
the maximum score a candidate could achieve. 

Organisation and Development (15 marks)

The essays should be well planned and structured with a clear, logical development of ideas. 
Often, but not always, the essay will be paragraphed with each section or paragraph self-
contained but linked to the preceding and to the following paragraphs or sections so that the 
essay has a clear sequence and development.

Understanding and Response: Creative Essay (15 marks)

Candidates are rewarded for their understanding of the title and its implications and for the 
ability to write a coherent and imaginative response. Good essays are interesting to read 
and fully relevant to the demands of the title.

Understanding and Response: Discursive Essay (15 marks)

Candidates are rewarded for their understanding of the title and its implications and for the 
ability to present arguments for or against (or both) the premise outlined in the essay title. 
They need to explain, justify and substantiate their opinions with logical arguments and 
should reach an informed, logical conclusion.

Word Count

Candidates must write between 240 and 270 words in Spanish. If the essay falls short of the 
minimum 240 words, it will be self-penalising according to the assessment grids. Examiners 
mark up to 270 words, which includes reading to the end of the sentence where the word 
count is exceeded. Any writing beyond 270 words is not awarded marks.
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Candidates who selected this title were expected to write a dialogue between themselves 
and their parent(s) and the language used should be appropriate to a natural discussion. 
Candidates who wrote a narrative rather than a scripted conversation were penalised under 
Content and Response by a maximum mark of 9. The more able students included idiomatic 
language used correctly and within context. Essays varied but tended to focus on the 
passion felt by the candidate for his or her chosen sport and the anxieties of the parent(s) 
who were concerned that academic studies and career prospects might be jeopardised. 
Sometimes the 'professional' aspect of the sport was left rather vague or, occasionally, 
no sport was specified. However many candidates showed a good grasp of idiom and 
conversational language, producing realistic dialogue and logical points in the argument, 
with good use of appropriate lexis for persuasive writing.
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This is a good example of a scripted conversation clearly set out between 'Mamá' and 'Yo'. The 
candidate demonstrates a good command of the language with a high degree of accuracy and 
variety of vocabulary suited to a natural conversation.

The conversation begins quite naturally with the mother asking how her daughter got on at 
school and then steering the conversation round to her concerns that her daughter has had 
something on her mind for several days and inviting her to discuss it with her. Her daughter 
admits that she has been thinking seriously about an idea and, prompted by her mother, 
explains that her love of sport and especially horse riding has led her to consider taking 
it up professionally. Her mother is initially taken aback but then outlines her concern that 
this commitment could prejudice her studies. Her daughter responds by saying that she 
is responsible and has been achieving good marks in her work. Her mother, realising that 
her daughter has not fully understood, explains how much commitment she would have to 
devote to sport - several hours a day - and she simply does not have the time. Moreover 
she has an entrance examination coming up shortly and cannot afford to waste precious 
time on stupidities. Her daughter reacts angrily and says that she knew her mother wouldn't 
understand and besides, her ideas are not stupidities. Her mother says that she does 
understand but now is not the right time to think of anything other than her plans to go to 
Madrid next year and start her university course. Her daughter reassures her that although 
she has this dream, it does not mean that she will abandon her studies. Her mother, still 
unconvinced, cannot see how her daughter will be able to combine both university and her 
dream of taking up horse riding professionally. She reminds her daughter that this is one of 
the best times of her life and she wants her daughter to make the most of it. Higher education 
requires commitment and she cannot see how she will have enough time to combine the two 
ideas. Her daughter concludes by asking her mother to at least think about it and her mother 
says that she still regards it as a mad idea and will promise nothing.
The discussion between mother and daughter is natural and idiomatic and reaches a logical 
conclusion with the mother remaining unconvinced by her daughter's arguments. The ideas are 
clear, logical and well developed.
This candidate scored high marks as follows:
Range of Language: 10
Accuracy: 5
Understanding and Response (Creative): 15
Organisation and Development: 14

Examiner Comments

Always read the question carefully and make sure that all the implications 
of the title have been addressed. Remember that if you are asked to write a 
conversation then do not be tempted to turn it into a narrative or a reported 
conversation. Plan the essay before you begin and set it out logically, 
preferably with a new line for each different speaker. Finally, check to ensure 
that the language used is appropriate, in this case natural and idiomatic, 
and check the finished essay for accuracy of tenses and verb forms, 
spellings and grammatical constructions.

Examiner Tip
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Question 2 (b)
Candidates were asked to continue the story of Alvaro who, having received an important 
letter, excitedly exclaims, 'What an opportunity! At last my future is secure!' The instruction 
was to continue the story explaining what happened afterwards and several candidates went 
into great detail about events that led up to the receipt of the letter rather than focusing 
on what happened next. Most candidates interpreted the letter as the offer of a dream job 
and the better responses continued with a description of his first day in the new job. Some 
candiates described his disappointment at the fact that it was not quite what he expected 
with others ending on a happier note. Most responses provided a past tense narrative and 
the best also managed to include a variety of other tenses - conditional, present through the 
introduction of dialogue. The less successful were less balanced between 'the opportunity' 
aspect and 'what happened next', or dwelt at too great a length on Alvaro's past life. 
Linguistically, the usual confusion over preterite/imperfect was in evidence in a good many 
responses.
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This essay is a well planned and logical continuation of the story and includes both narrative and 
conversation. The command of the language and the variety of vocabulary and structures, several of 
them complex, all contribute to a high score. We learn of Alvaro's excitement and relief that in the 
present economic situation he has at last been offered the translating and interpreting job that he 
had been hoping for. The text of the letter he has received is communicated in appropriately formal 
language. The story then continues with Alvaro buying a new suit so that he can make a good first 
impression when he begins his first day with the company. The next paragraph deals with his first day 
in the new job and his keenness to sign the contract. His meeting with the director of the company is 
communicated in direct speech and in suitably formal language and the story ends with his signing of 
the contract. Perhaps we could have been told more about the nature of the job and why translating 
and interpreting was such a dream job for Alvaro, but the essay is well written and structured and the 
sequence of events is logical and clear. The marks for this essay are as follows:
Range of Language: 9
Accuracy: 5
Understanding an d Response: 13
Organisation and Development: 13

Examiner Comments

When attempting to write an imaginative essay, you must read the stimulus 
carefully and make sure that you are producing a narrative that follows the 
demands and implications of the question. Here, the candidate has produced a 
story line that takes us on from the stimulus rather than back to events leading 
up to it. The essay must be carefully planned and the story line clear for the 
reader to follow. Try to include detail that is relevant and take every opportunity 
to produce a rich variety of vocabulary and structures that are appropriate to the 
context of the story. However, do not let your imagination run away with you so 
that you stray too far from the stimulus and make sure that the story does not 
become too far fetched and improbable.

Examiner Tip
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Question 2 (c)
Candidates who selected this essay were asked to imagine that they were aspiring young 
musicians responding to an advertisement inviting them to audition for a place with a new 
youth orchestra. They were asked to describe the experience of the audition and to say 
what happened afterwards. Several very descriptive essays were written covering in detail 
the tension and emotions experienced during the audition and continuing the story to 
include the joy and relief on receiving the acceptance letter or phone call. Some even went 
on to describe the thrill of playing in a large orchestra and the opportunities it afforded for 
travel and performance in front of different audiences. For the best candidates this topic 
afforded ample opportunity for both narrative and descriptive writing and the best responses 
showed a rich abstract vocabulary for describing feelings. Some focused on feelings and 
events before the audition day, or on what happened afterward, producing a less balanced 
response than those who read the rubric carefully and began with the audition and then 
dealt with its immediate consequences - joy or despair.
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Although unparagraphed, this essay nonetheless has a logical sequence of ideas as the 
story develops. It begins with the candidate entering the room where the audition is to take 
place and being faced with a panel of three judges. The description of the room is vivid and 
the judges are carefully portrayed. On being invited to play, the candidate finds the correct 
score, the second cello suite by Bach, closes his or her eyes and imagines hearing the voice 
of the music teacher saying that it is important to play music, not just the correct notes. The 
candidate describes vividly the sound of the music being played, each note telling a story 
for the benefit of the judges in front. On coming to the end of the piece, there is a muttered 
'thank you' and 'you'll be hearing from us'. The candidate hastily hurries off leaving the bow 
behind. As he or she realises the mistake, there is the sound of laughter from behind and one 
of the judges approaches with the missing bow in his hand. With a smile he hands the bow 
back and congratulates the candidate on the audition. He introduces himself as the director of 
the orchestra and tells the candidate to come next Saturday at 10 o'clock to the Gabriel Rodó 
room. The candidate is welcomed into the orchestra.

The story is told with a richness and variety of appropriate vocabulary and the language, 
including a good deal of complexity, is accurate. The only weakness is the little amount of 
time devoted to what happened following the audition and this slightly affected the mark 
for Organisation and Development. Nevertheless, the candidate was awarded high marks as 
follows:
Range of Language: 10
Accuracy: 5
Understanding and Response: 15
Organisation and Development: 13

Examiner Comments

It is important to read the essay title carefully and make sure that you 
devote sufficient time to addressing all the requirements of the question. 
Try to provide a clear insight into the nature of the experience and use your 
imagination to put yourself into the situation. Use a variety and richness of 
vocabulary and clear, sophisticated sentence structure. Make sure the story 
flows logically towards a sensible conclusion. Careful planning is essential and 
paragraphing can help to structure the essay. Pay close attention to detail 
and take care with the accuracy of the language to produce a clear, logical 
and interesting essay.

Examiner Tip
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Question 2 (d)
The title of this essay required the candidates to decide whether or not the government 
should be spending so much money on the arts in the current economic climate. Some 
essays focused on the current economic ills and what the government should be spending 
its money on without mentioning the arts at all. The best essays mentioned specific art 
funding such as opera, art collections or music and presented arguments outlining the 
value of the arts balanced against the government's spending priorities set against the 
background of the current economic crisis. Many responses were disappointingly vague 
about what 'the arts' means. The anticipated mentions of subsidised opera or purchase 
of paintings for the nation were very rare. Many seemed to have done work on Spain's 
economic crisis and wrote at some length on this aspect and on what money should be 
spent on. A general lack of abstract 'philosophical' or cultural vocabulary seemed to impede 
development of the main points of the argument in quite a number of essays.
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This discursive essay has been planned and structured into paragraphs. It begins with a brief 
mention of the current economic problems and solutions which appear daily in the news without 
going into detail about what those problems and solutions are. The argument is then made 
that the arts can be considered as a valuable means of escapism though entertainment and 
enjoyment. However the counter argument is presented that the government should prioritise 
its spending on matters of greater importance. The conclusion is that we should recognise the 
importance of the arts in society. It is not clear how this conclusion follows from what has been 
said so far.
Paragraph 2 maintains that the main function of the government is to stabilise the finances 
and therefore in the current economic crisis when there is a lack of jobs, considerable youth 
unemployment and problems with the bankers, the government should not be spending money 
on the arts.
The next paragraph takes the opposite view and argues that the arts play a very important 
role in modern society. Not only do they benefit individuals but they also bring benefits to the 
economy. This argument is supported by using the 2012 Olympics as an example of a festival 
that encouraged all kinds of arts and attracted tourists who brought a boost to our economy. 
Since the Olympics was essentially a sporting event, it is not made clear what art events are 
being referred to.
The essay concludes by maintaining that the arts bring vibrancy to our society and therefore, 
despite the economic situation, the government should invest money in them.
The essay addresses most of the implications of the title but the ideas are not strongly 
developed and the essay, although structured in paragraphs, is not always logical and clear.
The candidate was awarded the following marks:
Range of Language: 6
Accuracy: 3
Understanding and Response: 9
Organisation and Development: 10

Examiner Comments

When writing a discursive essay it is important to look carefully at the title 
and make sure that all the implications are addressed. Arguments for or 
against should be marshalled and substantiated with a clear, structured 
development of ideas and paragraphing helps to clarify the sequence. 
Finally there should be a clear, informed conclusion that follows on logically 
from the ideas expressed in the essay.

Examiner Tip
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Question 2 (e)
This essay title proved to be popular with the candidates who had to consider whether a 
civilised society should accept the concept of euthanasia. Clearly this was a topical issue 
with several cases having been reported fairly recently in the press. The best essays 
considered both the arguments in favour through the relief of unnecessary suffering and 
against, citing religious principles or the option of medical advances in pain relief rather 
than euthanasia. They may also have considered the unscrupulous abuse of euthanasia, for 
instance for inheritance reasons. It was worrying to find a number of candidates who put 
forward the argument that the practice of euthanasia could help to save the NHS money. 
They were expected to outline the arguments for or against and to reach an informed, 
logical conclusion. Many referred to the film 'Mar Adentro' or to other examples from the 
press which had been clearly read and studied. The problem for many lay in drawing this 
knowledge together into a logical and clear format which responded to the question. The 
less successful produced a series of points with no obvious links or organisation and lacking 
a proper conclusion.
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This essay has been carefully planned and structured into paragraphs and the ideas have been well 
developed with specific references to make the point.
The introductory paragraph acknowledges the controversial nature of the topic and points out that 
suicide is already legal in some societies such as Holland and that it is a question not of civilisation 
but rather of humanity.
Paragraph 2 looks at the arguments in favour of euthanasia. It is intolerable that someone suffering 
from an incurable illness such as Alzheimer's can be left to suffer for several years. A situation such 
as this is inhuman, degrading and an abuse of human rights in a civilised society.
Paragraph 3 looks at the opposite argument that no-one has the right to take a life; especially as 
there are more humane alternatives such as palliative care that eases the suffering. Taking another 
person's life is not acceptable in a civilised society.
Paragraph 3 looks at the possible abuse of euthanasia and suggests a solution such as the control 
exercised in Holland where the opinion of two doctors is sought to verify that the sufferer does not 
have psychiatric problems and is compos mentis enough to take the decision over life and death. 
However this control is not faultless and there is always the possibility of a mistake after which life 
cannot be restored.
The final paragraph concludes that in a civilised society individuals should have the right to choose 
both the manner and the time of their own death. The candidate argues that if he or she were to 
suffer from a fatal illness the option of a dignified death would be welcome. A society that condemns 
its citizens to a life of suffering cannot be called civilised
The essay is closely argued and the ideas are developed systematically and in sequence towards an 
informed and logical conclusion. The marks awarded were:
Range of Language: 7
Accuracy: 4
Understanding and Response: 14
Organisation and Development: 13

Examiner Comments

When writing a discursive essay it is important to look carefully at the title 
and to make sure that you understand clearly what you are being asked to do. 
Planning and structure are essential and you need to gather your arguments 
systematically and sort them into self-contained paragraphs. Mind maps are 
often helpful in the planning stage. Finally, care should be taken with the 
accuracy and variety of the language so that communication is clear and 
unimpeded throughout the essay.

Examiner Tip
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Question 2 (f)
In this essay, candidates had to consider whether or not the monarchy as an institution 
has any relevance in the modern world. Some candidates looked at the question from 
a historical perspective and compared the absolute monarchy of the past with the 
modern constitutional monarchies where power is devolved to elected representatives 
or governments. Some argued against the monarchy, the lifestyle of whose privileged 
members is maintained through taxes which represent a drain on the economy. Others 
argued in favour, suggesting that the monarchy fulfils a useful ambassadorial role overseas 
and attracts tourism. The question was sometimes answered from a Spanish or a British 
point of view, at times on a more general basis. There was quite a lot of ignorance about the 
political role of the monarch and which countries in fact had monarchies. At the extreme, 
one essay was entirely about dictatorship - Hitler, Franco, Gaddafi et al - and another 
described, in the present tense, the political powers of Queen Victoria. Among the most 
successful were those that focused on the current Spanish monarchy, including the recent 
scandals, or on the British monarchy with reference to recent royal events. As with all 
discursive essays, candidates were expected to present a clear, logical development of their 
arguments and end with an informed conclusion.
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Despite the handwriting and the crossings out, this essay is well structured and follows a clear 
sequence of ideas.
The opening paragraph sets out the writer's position; the monarchy is no longer relevant in the 
modern world because any power they exercised in the past has now been replaced by democracy in 
the form of governments or legislative assemblies.
Paragraph 2 considers the non-constitutional monarchy where economic, military and cultural power 
rests in the hands of one person, the monarch, who alone decides how to exercise that power. 
Clearly under these circumstances the monarchy has considerable relevance since the fortunes 
of the country depend on the monarch. However in modern democracies such as in Europe, state 
power has passed into the hands of the people by means of a constitution whereby parliamentary 
representatives are voted democratically into power. For this reason, the monarchy has now lost its 
relevance and has become simply a noble family maintained by the state. The writer argues that this 
represents a waste of public money which could be better used for the benefit of the people.
The essay concludes that this loss of power has turned the modern monarchy into a powerless 
bureaucracy that will continue to lose its power and importance and therefore for these reasons it 
would be better to do away with it.
Although one-sided, this essay raises some strong arguments and places the issue within a historical 
framework to show how the concept of monarchy has evolved and is continuing to evolve. The essay 
has been well planned in paragraphs and is clearly written.
The marks awarded were:
Range of Language: 8
Accuracy: 4
Understanding and Response: 13
Organisation and Development: 12

Examiner Comments

In writing a discursive essay, it is important first to assemble your 
arguments and to plan a clear structure so that your ideas can develop 
within a clear framework. You need to have clear opinions supported by 
strong arguments which lead to a logical, informed conclusion. Finally, 
care needs to be taken with sentence construction and grammatical 
accuracy so that the essay is clear to read.

Examiner Tip
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Question 2 (g)
This essay title also proved to be popular and candidates were asked to consider whether 
or not the teaching of Information Technology should be compulsory in schools. However, 
few candidates got to grips with the topic - it proved to be a misleadingly easy choice. 
Many candidates warmed to the value of IT in the modern world and spent most of the 
essay outlining the uses to which it is put in the workplace as well as in social websites. 
Several candidates who pursued this line of reasoning hardly mentioned school and did 
not therefore address the real question as to whether or not it should be a compulsory 
subject in the curriculum. Others did relate it to school, however, and some explained how 
a thorough knowledge of IT could better prepare students for the world of work. Others also 
mentioned the value of warning students about the dangers of IT, with particular reference 
to grooming over the social networks. Some candidates made the mistake of referring to 
the subject as 'IT' throughout the essay without attempting to translate it into the target 
language. Candidates were expected to plan and structure the essay so that ideas could be 
developed within a clear framework leading to a logical, informed conclusion.
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This essay has been planned and structured into clear paragraphs in order to develop the 
ideas in a logical, sequential manner. The introductory paragraph considers the effects of new 
technology on everyday life and the benefits it has brought but asks the question whether this is 
enough to make it an integral part of education for young people. 
Paragraph 2 maintains that knowing how to use a computer is nowadays an essential skill 
demanded by prospective employers and therefore schools should include the subject in order 
to prepare their students for the world of work. Moreover, computer skills cover a wide range of 
knowledge, for instance logic, mathematics and language skills, all of which can have a useful 
effect on other subjects. Some would go on to argue that IT skills are more relevant and useful 
than, say, history or chemistry, knowledge of which is not often used in everyday life.
Paragraph 3 considers the arguments against making IT compulsory and centres the arguments 
on expense. Each institution would have to invest in new computers which require constant 
updating and use a lot of electricity. Moreover, there are not enough qualified staff to teach the 
subject. Finally, the teaching of IT would increase the imbalance between developed and under-
developed countries in terms of education, as not everyone has access to the latest technology.
The final paragraph concludes that it is not justifiable to make IT a compulsory subject as it 
would be difficult to justify the expense. A solution would be for the minister of education to 
invest government money and set up specialist colleges for the teaching of IT.
The essay addresses the demands of the title and presents arguments both for and against the 
concept of IT as a compulsory subject in schools. The arguments are presented in a logical, 
developed manner and lead to a clear and informed conclusion.
The marks awarded were:
Range of Language: 7
Accuracy: 4
Understanding and Response: 13
Organisation and Development: 12

Examiner Comments

It is essential to read the title of the essay carefully and to make sure 
that you address all the implications of the question. Beware of latching 
onto one direction of thought - in this essay, for example, listing all the 
benefits of new technology - without spending time on relating all of this 
to the context of school. Begin by gathering your arguments by means 
of a mind map or with separate headings of For and Against. The format 
of the essay will then become clear and the use of discrete paragraphs 
will help you to reach a logical, informed conclusion.

Examiner Tip
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Section C: The Research Based Essay

Question 3 (a)
For the Research Based Essay candidates will have prepared and thoroughly researched one 
of four possible topic areas: 

• Geographical Area

• Historical Study 

• Aspects of Modern Spanish-speaking Society 

• Literature and the Arts 

They must write an essay of 240 - 270 words in Spanish. The following are not included in 
the word count: 

• Titles and proper names

• Quotations, numbers and statistical data,

• Bibliographies

• Footnotes - except where they become extensions of the main essay.

Word Count: 

If the essay falls short of 240 words it will be self-penalising according to the assessment 
grids. Examiners mark up to 270 words which includes reading to the end of the sentence 
where the word count is exceeded. Any writing beyond 270 words is not awarded marks.

Reading, Research and Understanding (30 marks)

This assessment grid carries the most marks by far and is therefore extremely important. 
Candidates are rewarded for the in-depth reading and research that informs the essay. 
Every point that is made must be relevant to the title and supported by evidence. In the 
case of geography, history or society, candidates will probably refer to specific information 
gleaned from a variety of sources such as books, articles and the internet. They may 
produce statistical information or specific data to support the arguments they are 
presenting. In the case of literature and the arts, a thorough knowledge of the text or film 
is required in order to address the implications of the essay title. The research carried out 
will demonstrate the difference between watching a film or reading a book for entertainment 
and studying the work analytically. Simple story-telling, for example, a narrative account 
with minimal or no descriptive language or attempts at analysis, will not be rewarded with 
high marks. Candidates need to select the information they have researched and ensure 
that what they write is always relevant and appropriate to the title of the essay. Each point 
that is made in the essay needs to be supported by specific reference to relevant extracts 
from the film or text or by appropriate and relevant quotation. Pre-learnt quotations that 
are included regardless of relevance will not attract high marks.
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Organisation and Development (9 marks)

The essay must be well planned, relevant and coherently structured. Candidates must 
demonstrate the ability to marshal their material effectively and develop their ideas within 
a clear framework. There should be a logical development of ideas and a clear, informed 
conclusion. Paragraphing is helpful although the essay could reveal a planned and organised 
structure in the absence of paragraphs.

Quality of Language (6 marks)

Although this assessment grid carries fewest marks, it does have an impact on the others 
since it rewards the ability to communicate information clearly and unambiguously. The key 
is communication and to what extent linguistic errors affect the ability to understand what 
the candidate is trying to express. For full marks, the candidate needs to write fluent, varied 
and appropriate language with a wide variety of vocabulary, good handling of complex 
grammatical structures and a competent use of verbs and tenses. In addition, a high level 
of linguistic accuracy is needed and a clear, unimpeded communication of ideas. If there 
is some ambiguity and lack of clarity, the candidate can only be awarded a maximum of 
4 marks. If communication breaks down to such an extent that the essay begins to lack 
comprehensibility and the candidate is using only simple, basic language then a maximum 
of 2 marks would be appropriate.

Candidates were asked to describe a key event and analyse its importance for the region or 
city studied. Essays varied considerably in the interpretation of the title. Some concentrated 
on a festival and its significance for the inhabitants, others took a historical perspective 
and chose, for example, the transition from dictatorship to democracy or the Civil War and 
its effects on a chosen area. The best essays narrowed the field to a specific event and 
provided a lot of detail in their analysis.
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Although this essay is entitled 'El siglo de oro', the essay actually focuses on the Reconquista and 
its effect on the region of Andalucía. Primarily a historical essay, it nonetheless addresses the 
implications of the question and the candidate does describe how this event influenced the culture 
of the region.
In the opening paragraph the candidate sets out the plan - to examine the essential elements of 
the history of Andalucía which have had the greatest influence on the development of the culture 
and identity of the region. The plan is clearly far too wide as the candidate offers a sweeping 
history of the area, from the Roman and Arabic domination through to the Reconquest by the 
Catholic monarchs and the discovery of the New World by Christopher Columbus.
Paragraph 2 focuses on the Middle Ages (?) when the Arabs invaded the peninsula and created 
the province of Al Andalus with Córdoba as its capital. Mention is made of the great Mosque 
of Córdoba and the Alhambra of Granada. After 8 centuries of Moorish domination came the 
Reconquest of the area by the Catholic Monarchs Carlos (?) and Isabel. This is seen to be the key 
event in the development of the region since, with their support; Columbus sailed from Puerto 
de Palos in 1492 to discover the New World, bringing back ships laden with gold and silver. As a 
result, Andalucía began the richest, most prolific period of its history.
Paragraph 3 examines the effects this event had on the Andalusian community, beginning with 
architecture and the development of the 'mudéjar' style, a combination of European and Islamic 
art as seen in the Alcázar of Sevilla. This also had an effect on modern cultural tourism since 
people are drawn to see the rich architecture and the silver and gold decorations of Andalusia. 
The Catholic Monarchs also influenced the local traditions and festivals by introducing some 
specifically Christian celebrations such as the Romerías, Christmas and Semana Santa.
The final paragraph concludes that the Catholic Reconquest contributed a good deal to the rich, 
distinctive culture of Andalucía and adds that government money should be invested in protecting 
and restoring the historical monuments from this period of history.
Although packed with information, which includes an extensive, explanatory series of footnotes, 
this essay is really too ambitious and wide-ranging in scope. There are some historical 
inaccuracies but the candidate does display a wide, panoramic view of the region. For Reading 
and Research it would be difficult not to give full marks but for Understanding the shortcomings of 
the scope of the essay would lower the mark.
The following marks were awarded:
Reading, Research and Understanding: 22
Organisation and Development: 8
Quality of Language: 6

Examiner Comments

When writing a Research Based Essay it is essential to focus on the demands of 
the title and although the Reconquest could be considered an event, it is far too 
wide ranging and it would have been better to concentrate on a specific individual 
event rather than a panorama of historical detail. As with all good Research Based 
Essays, this one has been carefully planned and is very informative, providing 
a wealth of detail that substantiates the points being made. By way of contrast, 
generalisations are not helpful and reveal only superficial knowledge of the topic. 
Attention must also be paid to the appropriateness of the vocabulary and the 
accuracy of the language so that ideas can be clearly communicated.

Examiner Tip
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Question 3 (b) 
Candidates were required to evaluate the importance of a national episode in the 
development of the country that they had studied. Many essays concentrated on the 
Spanish Civil War while others covered a variety of South American countries analysing, for 
example, the rise to power of Fidel Castro in Cuba or Hugo Chávez in Venezuela. Several 
candidates focused on a description of the national episode they had chosen at the expense 
of any real analysis to evaluate its importance in the development of the country. However, 
there were many perceptive and well researched essays showing a lot of relevant detail and 
addressing all the implications of the question.
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This candidate has chosen to concentrate on the rise to power of Fidel Castro in Cuba in the 1950s. 
The essay begins with a brief description of Cuba in 1953 - a paradise of casinos and hotels with an 
increase in drug trafficking and a population suffering poverty and hunger. Some detailed information 
would have been useful at this point. Following Batista's coup d'état on March 10th 1952, many of 
the population thought that American imperialism had ruined the countries of South America and one 
of those who took this view was Fidel Castro.
Paragraph 2 focuses on Castro himself who, as a law student at Havana University, gathered support 
for a coup d'état against the corrupt government of Batista. He decided to launch the attack on 
Moncada barracks after the sugar festival of July 26th 1953. He managed to train 1200 men from all 
social classes including peasants and students but only 160 took part in the attack on March 10th by 
disguising themselves as members of Batista's armed forces.
The next paragraph concentrates on the attack itself and the preparations. Plans were made on a 
farm in Havana to seize Batista's armed forces and capture them while they were sleeping. They 
split into 3 groups and attacked at 5.15am on July 26th. However, we are told that not everything 
went according to plan. One group attacked the wrong building and the attack failed but nevertheless 
prompted the beginning of revolutionary activity.
The next paragraph talks generally about how Castro changed Cuba forever by opening the eyes of 
the people to Batista's corruption. After the triumph of socialism, Cuba changed fundamentally but 
not all for the better. The transition from capitalism to socialism proved to be difficult. 70% of Cubans 
were born after Castro became prime minister in 1958, salaries dropped significantly from 3 dollars 
a day in 1958 to 6 dollars a month in 2006. The standard of living did not improve; in fact there has 
been an increase in poverty and illiteracy and Cuba loses millions of dollars each day because of its 
strained relations with the United States.
Although this essay does address the question and it is clear that the candidate has read some 
information about Castro's revolution, the lack of specific detail at times weakens the essay.
The marks awarded were:
Understanding and Response: 20
Organisation and Development: 6
Quality of Language: 3

Examiner Comments

When writing a historical essay you need to have a good grasp of relevant 
facts and details and to present the information in a structured, well 
developed manner. The essay needs to address all the implications of the 
title - in this case not simply describing the national episode but analysing 
its importance in the development of the country. The essay needs to be 
well planned, carefully sequenced, historically accurate and written clearly 
with a good command of the language.

Examiner Tip
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Question 3 (c)
Candidates were required to describe a social or political development in the Spanish-
speaking society that they had studied and then to explain society's reaction to that 
development. There were two aspects to this question and the weaker responses focused 
on the evolution or development but failed to explain how society had reacted to it. Some 
essays described how the role of women in Spanish society had changed since the death of 
Franco and the transition to democracy with specific information about the changes in the 
law and how this had improved the domestic and working lives of women in Spain. Others 
chose to examine social or political developments in South American countries, for example 
the drug problems in Colombia or Mexico and the measures taken by the respective 
governments to deal with them. The best essays were full of specific and relevant detail and 
written in a clear, structured manner while addressing all the implications of the question.
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This candidate has chosen to write about the rights of women in Spain and begins with the 
Spanish Equality law of 2007 which effectively altered the status of women in society from 
second class citizens to free, independent members of society. As a result of this law, the 
candidate informs us, Spanish companies are bound to employ at least 40% women and they 
are not allowed to discriminate for reasons of gender. The reaction to this law has been positive 
and now 50% of women in Spain are at work compared with 10% in 1940. The candidate claims 
that this demonstrates that women no longer feel under an obligation to spend their lives caring 
for their families.
The second paragraph considers further progress in the rights of women through the Law against 
Violence against Women of 2004. This law protects women from male violence by imposing 
strong punishments for offenders. The candidate tells us that in 2008 82 women were murdered 
by their partners whereas the number had dropped to 12 in 2012.
The third paragraph focuses on the 2010 law on abortion which allows women to undergo an 
abortion at up to 14 weeks of pregnancy and as a result women now have greater freedom and 
control over their own bodies and can make decisions over opting for a career instead of having 
children.
The final paragraph concludes that the rights of women in Spanish society have evolved 
significantly in the last few years and that reaction to these developments has been positive. 
However, given that Spanish women earn 17% less than their male counterparts, the candidate 
concludes that there is still a long way to go before total equality is achieved.
Clearly, this candidate has carried out research into the topic and shows a good understanding of 
the issues and of the facts surrounding the 3 laws that are examined. Perhaps more data could 
have been gathered on specific case studies or information about the politicians responsible 
for introducing these laws but nevertheless there is factual detail in the essay and it is well 
organised and developed. The marks awarded were:
Reading, Research and Understanding: 22
Organisation and Development: 7
Quality of Language: 4

Examiner Comments

Candidates who choose to write about developments in their chosen 
Spanish-speaking society need good, in-depth factual knowledge. Unlike 
the History option, the research needs to focus on contemporary events. 
The subject matter has to be carefully studied and the essay well planned 
and structured with a good deal of relevant information. Care must be 
taken to address all implications of the essay title - in this case both 
an explanation of the events themselves and the reaction of society to 
those developments. Finally, attention must be given to the accuracy and 
appropriateness of the written language.

Examiner Tip
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Question 3 (d)
Literature and the Arts was the most popular choice for a research-based essay and an 
increasing number of Centres are choosing film rather than text. From the wide variety 
of texts and films that had been studied, the following is a selection of the most popular 
choices made:

Text

'Como agua para chocolate' - Laura Esquivel

'Crónica de una muerte anunciada' - García Márquez

'El coronel no tiene quien le escriba' - García Márquez

'Relato de un naúfrago' - García Márquez

'Un día de éstos' - García Márquez (a short story from the collection; Los funerales de la 
Mamá Grande)

'Bodas de Sangre' - García Lorca

'Yerma' - García Lorca

'La casa de Bernarda Alba' - García Lorca

'Las bicicletas son para el verano' - Fernán Gómez

'Réquiem para un campesino español' - Sender

'La casa de los espíritus' - Isabel Allende

'El príncipe destronado' - Miguel Delibes

'La Regenta' - Leopoldo Alas (Clarín)

'El sí de las niñas' - Moratín

'Historia de una escalera' - Buero Vallejo

'El alcalde de Zalamea' - Calderón

'La sombra del viento' - Ruiz Zafón

'El oro de los sueños' - José María Merino

'Lazarillo de Tormes' - anon

'El túnel' - Ernesto Sabato

'La familia de Pascual Duarte' - Camilo José Cela

'El Camino' - Miguel Delibes

Films

'El laberinto del Fauno' - Guillermo del Toro (2006)

'El espinazo del diablo' - Guillermo del Toro (2001)

'Volver' - Almodóvar (2006)

'Todo sobre mi madre' - Almodóvar (2009)
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'Hable con ella' - Almodóvar (2002)

'Mujeres al borde de un ataque de nervios' - Almodóvar (2008)

'Diarios de Motocicleta' - Salles (2004)

'El Che' - Aníbal di Salvo (1997)

'De prisa de prisa' - Saura (1981)

'Carmen' - Saura (1984)

'Historia oficial' - Puenzo (1985)

'Nosotros los pobres' - Rodríguez (1948)

'Los otros' - Amenábar (2001)

'Mar adentro' - Amenábar (2004)

'Celda 211' - Monzón (2009)

'Los ojos de Julia' - Morales (2010)

'Un franco catorce pesetas' - Iglesias (2006)

'Los fantasmas de Goya' - Forman (2006)

'El metodo' - Piñeyro (2005)

'Las trece rosas' - Martínez (2007)

'El secreto de sus ojos' - Campanella (2009)

'El orfanato' - Bayona (2007)

'El lápiz del carpintero' - Reixa (2002)

'Sin nombre' - Fukunaga (2009)

'María llena eres de gracia' - Marston (2004)

'La lengua de las matiposas' - Cuerda (1999)

'Flores de otro mundo' Iciar Ballaín (1999)

'Te doy mis ojos' - Iciar Ballaín (2003)

'El espíritu de la colmena' - Victor Erice (1973)

'Muerte de un ciclista' - Juan Antonio Bardem (1955)

'Tres metros sobre el cielo' - Fernando González Molina (2010)

'Yo también' - Antonio Naharro (2009)

'Amores perros' - Alejandro González (2000)

'Bajarse al Moro' - Fernando Coloma (1992)

'Biutiful' - Alejandro González Iñárritu (2010)
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Candidates were required to examine the importance of the social and cultural setting in the 
text or film that they had studied. There seems to be an increasing tendency to move away 
from written texts and towards the study of films. Of the written texts, Lorca continues to 
be popular as does Laura Esquivel and García Márquez. A wide variety of films were studied 
and the most popular directors were Almodóvar and Guillermo del Toro. Several candidates 
resorted to story-telling rather than to an examination of the social and cultural setting but 
there were also some good essays that were both perceptive and informative.
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This candidate has chosen to examine 'El Laberinto del Fauno' directed by Guillermo del Toro. 
The essay begins by setting the film firmly in its historical contest - the year 1944, 5 years after 
the end of the Spanish Civil War, when Franco was in power but there was still resistance to 
his regime. The candidate explains that this was a period of great paranoia and mistrust when 
European wars were waging and society was unstable.
Paragraph 2 begins with a quote from the director to say that war is black and white, between 
good and evil, right and left. The resistance fighters, communists, republicans and socialists, were 
forced into hiding as they united against Franco and his brutal Fascist regime. The Fascist brutality 
is illustrated by the film clip where Vidal strikes a hunter with a bottle and kills him. Vidal is seen 
as a typical example of Fascist 'machismo' with little regard for women. This underestimation of 
the power and intelligence of women, we are told, leads to his downfall. The candidate explains 
that this Fascist culture is significant in portraying the background to the film.
Paragraph 3 examines the beginning of the film where Spain is depicted as a place full of ruins 
and skulls, a wasteland devastated by war. Another quote from the director clinches the point - 
the post-war period is portrayed in all its blackness and terror. The candidate explains that social 
order in this post-war society was rooted in violence. This background is important because it 
contrasts with the purity and innocence of Ofelia who represents hope for the Spanish people.
Paragraph 4 further develops the point that the social background portrayed in the film is 
extremely important since it reminds us of the atrocities committed under Franco's regime, a 
recurring theme in contemporary Spain. Many Spaniards want to forget the past and another 
quote from the director tells us that the world at large is largely unaware of war and that 
therefore the horrors of the film are partly designed to educate those from other countries who 
watch it.
The final paragraph explains how the film ends with a narrative to show how the princess left 
traces of her presence on the earth for the benefit of those capable of seeing them - one single 
flower blooms on the tree. The candidate interprets this as a powerful image since the director 
is telling us that we have to remember the horrors that took place in order to recognise and 
appreciate the beauty of the flower growing on the tree. The essay concludes with a final quote 
from the director who asserts that the film is based on history and raises universal questions that 
concern us all.
The candidate has clearly studied the film closely and has some perceptive and intelligent ideas 
which are developed throughout the essay. There could have been further development of some 
of the ideas, for instance explaining how Vidal's underestimation of women led to his downfall, but 
nonetheless the candidate shows a good understanding of the chosen film. The marks awarded 
were:
Reading, Research and Understanding: 25
Organisation and Development: 7
Quality of Language: 5

Examiner Comments

Although it may be tempting to display all the knowledge you have acquired, 
it is essential that you read the question carefully and ensure that everything 
you include in your essay is fully relevant to the demands of the title. Beware 
of inserting quotations simply because you have learnt them regardless of their 
relevance. Avoid story-telling and concentrate on selecting your material to fit the 
implications of the question. Finally, plan the essay carefully so that there is a clear 
structure and development and check the written language for accuracy and clarity.

Examiner Tip
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Paper Summary
Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

• Translation skills from English to Spanish and, for that matter, the other way round, 
should be practised regularly and should be introduced at AS.

• Read the Specification carefully and follow the guidance when choosing a research-
based essay topic. Remember that all the sub-headings under the area of research 
heading should be accessible and studied. For instance, the geographical area requires 
candidates to research the following: 

 - key people

 - key events

 - key issues (eg demographic, environmental, economic, social, political) that have 
impacted or are having an impact on the area. 

• In addition, candidates need to have a thorough knowledge of customs, traditions, 
beliefs and religions. It is essential that each one of these areas of study is covered in 
the research so that candidates are thoroughly prepared for anything that may come up 
on the examination paper.

• Candidates should plan essays carefully before starting to write. They should try to write 
in paragraphs with each paragraph self-contained with its own development of ideas, 
but linked to both the preceding and following paragraphs so that there is a logical 
connection of ideas.

• Candidates should always read the questions carefully and make sure that all the 
implications have been understood and addressed.

• Finally, candidates should try to write neatly and clearly. It is often helpful to write on 
alternate lines so that there is space to make corrections above the word or words that 
have been crossed out.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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