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A SPANISH-SPEAKING REGION/COMMUNITY 
 
 
Student 1 
 
Question 10a 
 
 
Analiza los cambios recientes más importantes que han afectado a la región o 
comunidad que has estudiado. En tu opinión, ¿han tenido estos cambios efectos 
positivos o negativos? 
 
 
Student 2 
 
Question 10b 
 
 
Examina la agricultura y/o la industria de la región o comunidad que has estudiado.  
¿Cuál ha sido su contribución a la prosperidad de la región? 
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Student 1 (Question 10a)

Content
This essay fits squarely in the Sufficient band. To begin with, the candidate helpfully provides a title 
which summarises the two aspects of the question. This and the quite clear structure, which provides 
a fair sense of progression, seem to show that the candidate understands the task and knows how to 
approach it. However, whilst the areas examined are appropriate, there is a lack of hard facts and 
detail. Much could be said in detail about the questionable impact of certain multinational companies 
on Peru and its people, including some of the examples of exploitation and environmental pollution; 
equally, there is a lot of detail available on tourism, and the candidate could have explored the effects 
of demographic change brought about by this and racial and class conflict. What is offered by way of 
examples and evidence fails to be very convincing or to substantiate adequately the evaluation and 
personal reaction, such as it is. As mentioned previously, the structure is logical, with clearly defined 
paragraphs and a satisfactory, if not ideal, introduction and conclusion; thus the essay deserves a 
mark just above the middle of the Sufficient band. 
 
Range of Vocabulary
This essay deserves 3 for Range of Vocabulary, containing a fair general vocabulary and a 
reasonable number of words and expressions appropriate to the topic. In any case, the available mark 
for this element is limited to 3/5 because the Content mark is in the Sufficient band. 
 
Complexity of Language
There are sufficient examples of complex structures, but again the mark is limited to 3/5 in any case. 
 
Accuracy
In terms of accuracy, there are some errors which occasionally compromise ease of comprehension, 
but a mark of 3 is appropriate. 

The final marks for the essay were therefore: 

Content – 14/25
Range of Vocabulary – 3/5
Complexity of Language – 3/5
Accuracy – 3/5

Total – 23/40
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Student 2 (Question 10b)

Content
The introduction to this essay on the theme of agriculture in Andalucía launches straight into the topic 
with no general introductory statement; it conflates the notions of ‘agricultura’ and ‘industria’, though it 
is clear that the candidate regards agriculture as an industry, which is  fair enough. A useful formula 
for the first paragraph is: 1. Broad view, 2. Precise focus, 3. Synthesis of the question, 4. Statement of 
method. As it stands, the first paragraph simply provides a general statement as to the importance of 
agriculture in Andalucía but with little or no context. The start of the second paragraph might almost 
have provided a more suitable introduction. It states why agriculture is more important than tourism in 
the longer term. The focus on immigration is something of a distraction, as the focus is supposed to be 
on agriculture’s contribution towards the region’s prosperity. The third paragraph explains why 
agriculture is successful, and mentions some of its products, giving some statistical data. The 
conclusion sums up what has been stated about agriculture and provides a glimpse of possible future 
developments. The candidate could have included other aspects of Andaluz agriculture, such as fruit 
production, including tropical and sub-tropical varieties, cereal production, the importance of irrigation 
and the importance of related processing industries such as olive oil and wine production. However, 
one cannot be prescriptive about what should and should not be included – that is the candidate’s 
decision provided that his/her choice is appropriately supported by relevant evidence and justified by 
appropriate evaluation. The major deficiencies in this essay are the somewhat muddled focus and 
structure and the lack of more specific factual information and appropriate justification. Nevertheless, 
there is some merit, and the Content mark just creeps into the bottom of the Good band.

Range of Vocabulary
This essay deserves 4 for Range of Vocabulary, with many words and expressions appropriate to the 
topic and a good general vocabulary range. The mark is limited to 4/5 as a result of the Content mark 
in the ‘Good’ band. 

Complexity of Language
There are some examples of attempts at producing complex structures, and there is a reasonable 
degree of success in producing complex structures; of course there is the limit imposed by the Content 
mark as described above. 
 
Accuracy
There are some errors but generally the language is accurate, and the errors do not usually impede 
communication.

The final marks for the essay were therefore: 

Content – 16/25
Range of Vocabulary – 4/5
Complexity of Language – 4/5
Accuracy – 4/5 

Total – 28/40
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A PERIOD OF 20TH CENTURY HISTORY FROM A SPANISH-SPEAKING 
COUNTRY/COMMUNITY 
 
 
Student 3 
 
Question 11a 
 
 
Explica un acontecimiento de la época que has estudiado. Evalúa el efecto que tuvo en la vida 
de los ciudadanos 
 
 
Student 4 
 
Question 11b 
 
 
Analiza el papel y la contribución a la sociedad de las personas más importantes de la época 
que has estudiado  
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Student 3 (Question 11a)

Content
This essay is an excellent example of a candidate making the most of a question and cleverly angling 
their period of study in such a way as to focus it very well on the task. Taking the Nationalist victory of 
1939 as the chosen event, the answer describes in thorough detail the effects on society of 
Francoism. There is little or no explanation of the event itself, which is why the Content mark is not 
higher, but coverage of the second part of the question is excellent. It reveals a superb degree of 
knowledge and understanding of the subject, and a capacity to evaluate the consequences of the 
Nationalist victory on the populace methodically, thoroughly and convincingly. The last element 
described, that of Franco’s policy of a united Spain, is particularly perceptively evaluated in terms of its 
continuing legacy: notably that of the tension between regions with separatist aspirations and the 
national government, indeed of the on-going resentment of many of their citizens resulting from 
Franco’s repressive policies. All in all, apart from the insufficient coverage of the nationalist victory, the 
essay is convincing and authoritative, with justification and evidence linked to the question. It reads 
very well - very interesting and informative. 

Range of Vocabulary
Deserves 5 for Range of Vocabulary; containing many words and expressions which are appropriate 
to the topic and good general vocabulary. 
 
Complexity of Language
There are plenty of examples of attempts at complex structures, many of which are accurate, but 
many others are not. 
 
Accuracy
In terms of accuracy, there are fairly frequent errors, such that a mark of 3 is appropriate.

The final marks for the essay were therefore: 

Content – 21/25
Range of Vocabulary – 5/5
Complexity of Language – 3/5
Accuracy – 3/5

Total – 32/40
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Student 4 (Question 11b)

Content
This answer demonstrates the suitability of this specification to provide candidates with the opportunity 
to demonstrate decisively and authoritatively what they know and can do. It not only provides an 
extremely full description of the two obvious heroes of the Transición, with ample evidence and well-
justified evaluation related to the task and personal reaction, it does so with a considerable level of 
authority and conviction. The question is addressed head-on and the focus is on it throughout. It is an 
excellent appraisal of the role of these two great men and of the contribution they made to making 
Spain what it is today. However, it should be remembered that, whilst this essay gains 25/25 for 
Content, it goes well beyond the standard needed to achieve full marks, and its length is well in 
excess of the minimum number of words required for the Cultural Topic essay and of the average 
length of essay. 

Range of Vocabulary
This essay well deserves 5 for Range of Vocabulary, containing an abundance of words and 
expressions which are appropriate to the topic, and to general vocabulary. 
 
Complexity of Language
There is a wealth of examples of complex structures, indeed, it would be hard to improve on the 
quality of language in this essay. 
 
Accuracy
This essay is virtually flawless. 

The final marks for the essay were therefore: 

Content – 25/25
Range of Vocabulary – 5/5
Complexity of Language – 5/5
Accuracy – 5/5

Total – 40/40
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AN AUTHOR FROM A SPANISH-SPEAKING COUNTRY/COMMUNITY 
 
 
Student 5 
 
Question 12a 
 
Analiza las acciones de dos personajes principales en la(s) novela(s) / los cuentos que has 
estudiado. En tu opinión, ¿qué revelan de su personalidad y actitudes? 
 
 
Student 6 
 
Question 12b 
 
¿Cuáles son las principales ideas que figuran en la(s) obra(s) del autor que has 
estudiado? En tu opinión, ¿tienen relevancia para la gente de hoy? 
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Student 5 (Question 12a)

Content
The introduction is rather short, but is followed by a useful resumé of the situation and setting of the 
novel’s storyline, useful in the context of this question to set the scene for a study of two of the main 
characters. The structure is rambling, covering the two characters chosen in an anecdotal fashion: 
whilst they are analysed in some detail, the candidate goes about this by telling the story. Thus the 
focus is excessively on the narrative and insufficiently on what their actions tell us about their 
personality and attitudes. This is a shame, because there is a lot of information which reveals an 
intimate knowledge of the novel. This somewhat simplistic approach causes the essay to seem rather 
naïve in tone. This effect is compounded by the often poor quality of the language; whilst inaccuracy 
rarely impedes communication as such, it is distracting; the frequent grammatical errors and 
anglicised spellings and structures do add to the impression of a candidate muddling through, rather 
than using language effectively to communicate ideas coherently and progressively. Thus a Content 
mark in the middle of the Limited band is entirely appropriate.  
 
Range of Vocabulary
As explained above, this essay has deficiencies in its vocabulary, but in any case is limited to no more 
than 2 for Range of Vocabulary, because of the Content mark.  
 
Complexity of Language
The frequent errors of grammar would point to this mark even if it were not limited by the Content 
mark. 
 
Accuracy
Again, the level of accuracy would tend to indicate this mark even if not limited by the mark for 
Content. 

The final marks for the essay were therefore: 

Content – 8/25
Range of Vocabulary – 2/5
Complexity of Language – 2/5
Accuracy – 2/5

Total – 14/40
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Student 6 (Question 12b)

Content
The introduction to this essay on Gabriel García Márquez’s El Coronel no tiene quien le escriba is 
somewhat brief, but is to the point. Each subsequent paragraph – or pair of paragraphs in the case of 
the first couple of ideas – deals with one of the three major ideas on which the candidate chooses to 
focus attention and to explore. This is executed thoroughly and with ample detailed exemplification 
and evidence, and well-justified personal reaction. The response to the second part of the question is 
both thorough and convincing; indeed the candidate  does a good job of persuading the reader that 
the ideas expressed in El Coronel no tiene quien le escriba do indeed have universal value; a 
considerable achievement in relation to a novel some consider to be rather lightweight and trivial. The 
candidate stops short of identifying the fact that its brevity and insubstantial nature are probably 
intended by the author to reflect the nature of life in the Coronel’s Colombia and the apparent futility of 
the Coronel’s expectations, and that as such they suitably enhance the impact of the ideas expressed 
in it. In sum, this essay is very well-focused on the question, and deserves the Content mark awarded. 
This is a convincing and competent essay, typical of one awarded a mark in this range. 
 
Range of Vocabulary
The level of vocabulary used in this essay – both topic vocabulary and general vocabulary – provides 
a good example of the quality which merits the maximum mark. 
 
Complexity of Language
The candidate uses sophisticated and complex structures well for the most part; although some do not 
quite work, the essay just about deserves the top mark for the range of complex structures used. 
 
Accuracy
The slightly lower mark for accuracy reflects the fair number of examples of inaccuracy, most of which 
are grammatical rather than lexical. 

The final marks for the essay were therefore: 

Content – 21/25
Range of Vocabulary – 5/5
Complexity of Language – 5/5
Accuracy – 4/5

Total – 35/40
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A DRAMATIST OR POET FROM A SPANISH-SPEAKING 
COUNTRY/COMMUNITY 
 
 
Student 7 
 
Question 13a 
 
¿Cuáles son los temas principales que se elaboran en la(s) obra(s) / la colección  
de poemas que has estudiado? Justifica tus opiniones. 
 
 
Student 8 
 
Question 13b 
 
 
Analiza dos escenas o dos poemas de la(s) obra(s) que has estudiado. En tu opinión, ¿qué 
efecto tienen sobre el espectador / lector? 
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Student 7 (Question 13a) 

Content
The introduction to this essay is quite well-constructed if a bit longer than necessary. It sets out the 
general area for exploration, explaining why the themes in Lorca’s La casa de Bernarda Alba are 
important in his historical context, and which the candidate considers most significant. However, the 
candidate then only covers two of the four themes mentioned, and often in a rather muddled way. In 
fact examination of the original script shows that she crossed out the original essay and copied it out 
afresh almost verbatim. The available time might have been better spent exploring one or two more 
themes and doing so in a more focused way. As it is, the two themes described repeat some of the 
examples and evidence used, and are insufficiently clear-cut and explicit. Even though the structure of 
the essay is reasonably logical to start with the candidate obviously ran out of time, so the conclusion 
is somewhat cursory in nature. All this even though the essay actually numbers approximately 400 
words, considerably in excess of the minimum word-count required. Clearly, appropriate planning and 
allocation of time is crucial in a paper which requires an essay to be written in the latter part of a 2½ 
hour session. The language errors, whilst not horrendous, are just enough to undermine the reader’s 
confidence and comfort, further disrupting the sense of progression. 

Range of Vocabulary
Apart from some spelling errors, the level of topic and general vocabulary is more than adequate, but 
in any case the Content mark determines that a maximum mark of 3/5 is available for Range of 
Vocabulary. 
 
Complexity of Language
Grammatical errors, especially in more complex structures, do impede communication to a certain 
extent, and the maximum mark available is limited to the band of the Content mark. 
 
Accuracy
As mentioned, inaccuracies have a slightly negative effect on the sense of progression in this essay, 
so this mark is a fair reflection of this. 

The final marks for the essay were therefore: 

Content – 13/25
Range of Vocabulary – 3/5
Complexity of Language – 3/5
Accuracy – 3/5

Total – 22/40
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Student 8 (Question 13b)

Content
This essay is compendious in its length and scope, indeed the mark would have been the same if the 
candidate had written rather less but at the same level of quality. It is certainly quite well-structured 
and has a very good sense of relevance and progression: the introduction introduces the question and 
proposed method explicitly, and the conclusion sums the essay up concisely. Although arguably the 
candidate is over-ambitious in providing so much content, it is almost ruthless in maintaining the focus 
on the question throughout in a sustained and consistent way. In this it is hard to fault: the examples 
and evidence are selected appropriately, and they are used very effectively to support the evaluation 
and to justify the personal reaction, though it would have been useful to have a little more personal 
opinion. The trouble is simply that the candidate’s enthusiasm and intimate knowledge of the subject 
have been allowed to run riot, to the extent that this essay is almost ten times longer than the 
minimum required. It is this fact and the relatively inadequate amount of personal opinion that have 
produced a Content mark of 21/25 instead of a higher mark. Unfortunately, writing so much in a limited 
amount of time may also have caused the candidate to commit rather more elementary errors than 
one would expect at this level of performance, thereby having a detrimental impact on the language 
marks. 

Range of Vocabulary
Ample and confident use is made of topic vocabulary and appropriate general vocabulary, so in spite 
of a few odd errors such as muerro for muro and montín for motín, this essay deserves the maximum 
mark available with a Content mark in the Very Good band 5/5. 
 
Complexity of Language
There are examples of complex structures, but there are also some surprisingly elementary errors, so 
a mark of 4/5 is appropriate. 
 
Accuracy
In terms of accuracy, there are frequent and sometimes rather surprising errors; most are of a minor 
nature but there are also some of a more fundamental nature, so again the mark of 4/5 is fair. 

The final marks for the essay were therefore: 

Content – 21/25
Range of Vocabulary – 5/5
Complexity of Language – 4/5
Accuracy – 4/5

Total – 34/40
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A DIRECTOR, ARCHITECT, MUSICIAN OR PAINTER FROM A 
SPANISH-SPEAKING COUNTRY/COMMUNITY 
 
 
Student 9 
 
Question 14a 
 
 
¿Cuál es / cuáles son la(s) obra(s) más significativas del director de cine/ 
arquitecto/músico/pintor que has estudiado? Explica por qué te parece(n) tan importante(s). 
 
 
 
Student 10 
 
Question 14b 
 
 
Refiriéndote a una o más obras, ¿cuáles fueron las razones para el éxito que tuvo el director de 
cine/arquitecto/músico/pintor que has estudiado? ¿Qué opinas tú de esta(s) obra(s)? 
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Student 9 (Question 14a)

Content
In answer to a different question, requiring a general review of Picasso’s work, this might have been a 
good essay providing a very concise overview of his work. However, whilst it is both useful and 
appropriate to site the chosen work in the broader context of Picasso’s artistic creation, the balance 
here is inappropriate: indeed, less than 25% of the content of this essay focuses on Guernica, which is 
a sensible, if obvious choice. Whilst there is some detailed description of this huge and hugely 
significant painting, there is nowhere near enough, which is extremely frustrating given that there is so 
much to say about it. The candidate could have mentioned the circumstances leading to its creation, 
and its political significance decades later in the early years of the Transición. This is the sort of 
element which ties up the two parts of the question in the key words ‘significativas’ and ‘importantes’. 
Far more could have been made of the various elements of its content, of its structure and the 
techniques used to paint it. Instead, too much attention has been given to the general context of 
Picasso’s artistic progression and examples of it. This is a pity because, notwithstanding the plethora 
of errors, the essay is generally well-written and flows well. However, the mark of 9, towards the top of 
the Limited band, is as much as the essay deserves, and the descriptors are entirely appropriate when 
taken in the context of this response to the task. 
 
Range of Vocabulary
The essay contains plenty of topic-specific vocabulary, but the available mark is limited to 2/5 by the 
Content mark. 
 
Complexity of Language
There are examples of complex structures, but again the Content mark limits the mark for Complexity 
of Language. 
 
Accuracy
There are fairly frequent minor errors and some major errors, so 2/5 is in any case a fair mark.

The final marks for the essay were therefore: 

Content – 9/25
Range of Vocabulary – 2/5
Complexity of Language – 2/5
Accuracy – 2/5

Total – 15/40
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Student 10 (Question 14b)

Content
Overall this essay is well-structured and has a good sense of progression which makes its arguments 
in response to the question quite compelling. After giving some information on the context of 
Almodóvar’s work, not all of which is necessary or useful, the introduction makes a clear statement 
about what the candidate intends to do, albeit without offering explicitly the areas of the director’s work 
to be considered as contributing to his success. The second paragraph usefully provides some 
background to explain the reasons why the director included controversial themes in his work; this is 
refreshing, as his work is all too easily dismissed as focusing excessively on the seamier aspects of 
life. The coverage of the theme of gender violence in Volver is very appropriately quoted in relation to 
the way in which this continues to be a major problem in Spain today: as the candidate correctly 
asserts, rarely does a day pass without mention of the latest example of this social scourge in the 
Spanish media. The way in which Almodóvar’s themes are made more accessible, for example 
through humour, is also explained to good effect; personal reaction is pertinent here, and whilst the 
points made may seem somewhat facile, they are still worth making. The merit of cinematographic 
techniques such as the use of colour and camera angle is then explored and explained effectively, but 
the paragraph on the director’s desire to entertain is rather brief and insubstantial, possibly because 
the candidate had insufficient time to develop it. The conclusion wraps the essay up fairly neatly. 
Overall this is a competent essay which ticks most of the boxes; the fact that it just fails to make it into 
the Very Good band might seem harsh. However, it is fair to say that some elements are a little 
anecdotal, and it could have done with a little more overt personal reaction supported by more 
objective evidence and justification. The essay only narrowly fails to gain a higher Content mark, but of 
course the band in which it is placed has the consequential effect of restricting the language marks. 
The characteristics of this essay correspond to the descriptors for the Good band, with some aspects 
of Very Good, but not enough to move it to the top band. 
 
Range of Vocabulary
The available mark for this element is limited to 4/5 as a result of the Content mark being in the ‘Good’ 
band. 
 
Complexity of Language
There are examples of grammatical inaccuracy, not just in complex structures, so this mark reflects a 
performance which merits just a little less than the maximum mark available as dictated by the 
Content mark. 
 
Accuracy
In terms of accuracy, there are fairly frequent errors of a minor and of a more serious nature which 
mean that a mark of 3 is fair. 

The final marks for the essay were therefore: 

Content – 20/25
Range of Vocabulary – 4/5
Complexity of Language – 3/5
Accuracy – 3/5

Total – 30/40
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Assessment Criteria

CONTENT

Marks Criteria
21–25 Very Good

 Thorough understanding and knowledge of the task 
 Wide range of relevant examples and evidence 
 Clear evidence of evaluation and well-justified personal reaction 
 Well-organised structure with clear progression

16–20 Good 
 Sound understanding and knowledge of the task 
 Good range of relevant examples and evidence 
 Some evidence of evaluation and personal reaction but not always convincingly 
justified 

 Logical structure with some progression 
11–15 Sufficient

 Some understanding and knowledge of the task 
 Some relevant examples and evidence 
 Some evaluation and personal reaction evident but often not justified; over-
reliance on received ideas 

 Structure is satisfactory though there may be some deficiencies 
6–10 Limited 

 Limited understanding and knowledge of the task 
 Limited use of relevant examples and evidence 
 Limited evaluation and personal reaction; mainly descriptive or factual 
 Structure limited – often unclear or confusing 

0–5 Poor 
 Little understanding and knowledge of the task 
 Lack of relevant evidence. Few examples 
 Little or no evaluation and/or personal reaction 
 Structure mainly unfocused and/or disorganised 

QUALITY OF LANGUAGE
 
Range of Vocabulary
 
Marks Criteria

5 Very wide range of vocabulary used 
4 A wide range of vocabulary used 
3 Some variety in the use of vocabulary 
2 Little variety in the use of vocabulary 

0–1 Vocabulary simple and very limited 
 
Complexity of Language

Marks Criteria 
5 Very wide range of complex structures 
4 A wide range of structures, including complex constructions 
3 A variety of structures used with some attempts at complex constructions 
2 Structures mainly simple, with little variety 

0–1 Structures very simple and limited in scope 
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Accuracy

Marks Criteria 
5 Highly accurate with only occasional errors 
4 Generally accurate with few errors 
3 More accurate than inaccurate. Errors rarely impede communication 
2 Some errors but these generally do not impede communication 

0–1 Many errors which significantly impede communication 
 
It should be noted that the marks awarded for each of Range of Vocabulary, Complexity of 
Language and Accuracy cannot be in a higher band than the band awarded for Content. 
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SECTION B: WRITING

Marking Guidance 
 
1. The range of topics and areas for study is inevitably very wide, but all essays are assessed 

according to the same criteria. If the question requires, for example, an analysis of the main 
themes of a work, this will be the candidate’s view of what the main themes are, provided 
he/she justifies his/her choice.  If there are clearly significant errors of fact, these cannot be 
ignored, but fact should not be confused with interpretation. 
 

2. The mark scheme refers to understanding and knowledge of the task.  ‘The task’ is to answer 
the specific question set.  ‘Understanding of the task’ is the way in which the answer addresses 
the question, e.g. range, depth, covering all parts of the question and relevance to the question. 
‘Knowledge of the task’ is the amount and range of detail used to answer the question set.  It is 
not so much the actual knowledge as the way this knowledge is used and evaluated that is 
being assessed. Hence the Content mark is determined by how well the candidate has 
answered the specific question set. If a candidate has answered only one part of a two-part 
question, it is not possible to award a mark in the ‘Good’ band for Content. 

 
3. When assessing an essay for Content, a “top down” approach should be adopted by deciding 

whether the essay matches the criteria for the top band.  If not, move down to the second band 
and so on.  If an essay fully matches all the criteria for the top band, it should be given 
maximum marks. Such an essay will fully answer all parts of the set question, it will be fully 
relevant, and it will contain a good deal of evidence and very clear evaluation.  
 

4. If the essay is not worthy of a mark in the top band, move down the bands until the criteria are 
the best match for that essay. In these bands, in the event that an essay matches exactly the 
criteria for the band, it should be given the middle mark in that band. Otherwise, the mark 
should be adjusted up or down according to whether it is nearer the criteria for the band above 
or the band below. If an essay appears to be on the boundary between two bands and it is 
difficult to decide between the two, place the essay at the bottom of the higher band rather than 
the top of the lower band as this will allow access to the higher marks for Quality of Language. 
 

5. The degree of personal reaction required for any given band will vary to some extent according 
to the precise question set, and it is accepted that in some topics, particularly the study of a 
region, the reaction is effectively bound up with the evaluation, whereas if the question asks for 
the candidate’s opinion of an author or artist, more obvious personal reaction is clearly 
required. Candidates do not constantly have to say “I think that...” to be giving personal 
reaction. For example, adjectives such as “effective” or “extraordinary” are expressing opinions. 
 

6. Evidence can take different forms. The candidate must show knowledge of the topic, but in the 
case of a literary topic, for example, this does not have to be accomplished via quotations; 
precise reference to specific episodes may fulfil this requirement. Furthermore, a quotation may 
explain or justify a point, but on its own it does not make a point; the candidate must be explicit. 
 

7. Remember that in awarding the Quality of Language marks, these may not come from a higher 
band than the Content mark. Thus if the Content is judged “Sufficient” (11–15) then the 
maximum mark for each of the three Quality of Language marks is 3. However, it should be 
noted that this is the maximum mark available; the mark will be lower if the essay does not 
meet the criteria for 3 marks. 

 
8. There is a minimum number of 250 words specified on the paper. There is no automatic penalty 

for writing less than the minimum: this will be self-penalising. Candidates can have access to 
the top mark bands by writing the minimum number of words, however, not all candidates will 
be able to meet the requirements of the top mark bands in an essay of 250 words. A well-
structured and well-planned essay of 250 words with a wide range of vocabulary/range of 
structures will be eligible for the highest marks.  It is the quality of the response and not the 
number of words which is important. There is no maximum number of words and all work is 
marked. 
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Notes on Individual Questions

10(a) This question is intended to allow candidates to focus on the changes which in recent times 
have affected the region studied, and should cover changes in any relevant sphere, such 
as agriculture and industry (and therefore employment), demographic movement including 
emigration/immigration and changes in age profile of the populace, and where relevant 
climatic changes which have had or are having an impact on the life and work of the 
inhabitants. In addition, environmental issues – both in terms of pollution and efforts to 
combat it – may well be relevant, though as with other types of change, causes and effects 
should be considered if an appropriate level of analysis is to be achieved. The second part 
of the question invites candidates choosing this question to evaluate such changes in the 
light of positive or negative effect on the region studied. Clearly this provides the 
opportunity to introduce personal reaction, but as ever, such opinion will need to be 
supported by appropriate evidence and justification to score the highest marks for content. 
There should, of course, be a balance in coverage of these two elements of the question. 

 
10(b) This question asks for a description of types of agriculture and/or industry in the region. It 

will depend on the region studied which of the two is examined, or both, and this flexibility 
should ensure sufficient scope to the candidate whatever the nature of the region studied, 
e.g. rural or urban or a mixture. The nature of the information required should encourage 
candidates to provide appropriate data, such as the significance of natural resources 
(including climate), statistics on productivity, number of people employed in the sector and 
so on, but this should not necessarily be the only type of supporting information provided, 
nor should it be an expectation. The second question element focuses on the contribution 
of agriculture and/or industry to the prosperity of the region; this is where numerical 
information really should be expected, though there should also be some subjective 
appreciation as to the nature of ‘prosperity’ which will allow some personal evaluation. As 
ever this will need to be backed up by evidence and justification.  

 
11(a) This question invites candidates to describe a specific event in their chosen period of study. 

The nature of the event will dictate the style and nature of this description, but clearly the 
events or circumstances leading up to it should be mentioned as appropriate and relevant 
to the event. The second part of the question should offer candidates ample scope to 
include their own response and personal reaction; as ever, to access the highest mark 
band, this will need to include appropriate well-justified opinion and evaluation based on 
evidence. Of course such evaluation and personal reaction should be focussed on the 
citizens, and omission of this aspect will compromise the value of the response to this 
element of the question. 

 
11(b) To answer this question appropriately candidates will need to identify more than one 

player in the key events or trends in the period studied. The comparative element in ‘más 
importante’ requires an appropriate response: there should be some explanation of what 
makes the selected people the most important in the view of the candidate. Similarly, 
personal evaluation will be required in the analysis of the role of these persons and of the 
contribution they made to society. This should go beyond a purely subjective evaluation, 
and should be supported by appropriate evidence in the shape of factual information and/or 
mention of the judgement of authoritative commentators such as established historians, the 
press, political groups and so on. 

 NB If a candidate analyses the contribution of only one person in the essay, then the  
Content mark awarded cannot be higher than from the Sufficient band; i.e. maximum mark 
15. 

 
12(a) Candidates must cover two characters whether answering with reference to a novelist or a 

short story writer, though of course the characters do not have to come from the same 
novel or short story. The focus should be on the actions of the characters, as required by 
the question, rather than on other aspects of their personalities if not relevant. There should 
be appropriate analysis of their actions, such as of motivation and motives, relationships 
and interaction with other characters, the effects on others and so on. The second part of 
the question invites candidates to think in some depth about what makes these characters 
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tick, and this is where personal reaction and evaluation backed up by appropriate evidence 
and justification will pay dividends. Candidates are free to answer with reference to one or 
more works, however essays which refer to more than one work do not automatically 
receive higher marks; those which refer to only one work do have access to the highest 
marks.
NB If a candidate analyses the actions of only one person in the essay, then the  Content 
mark awarded cannot be higher than from the Sufficient band; i.e. maximum mark 15. 

 
12(b) Candidates should select two or more of the ideas introduced in the work(s) studied. Of 

course, ‘ideas’ does not mean the same as themes, indeed, whilst including themes, the 
scope of this subject may also encompass ‘ideas’ such as  the nature of fiction, the style of 
writing if it seeks to achieve a particular effect, or overriding motifs and characteristics such 
as regionalism, or a particular philosophy. Evaluative evidence will be needed to justify 
selection of the ideas chosen, and some personal reaction will be involved in this. The 
second part of the question invites further personal response as candidates relate the 
relevance of these ideas to modern society. This opinion should be justified by appropriate 
evidence if high content marks are to be deserved. Candidates are free to answer with 
reference to one or more works. However, essays which refer to more than one work do not 
automatically receive higher marks and those which refer to only one work do have access 
to the highest marks.  

13(a) In the case of both drama and poetry, candidates need to have selected what they consider 
the main themes, and to have stated and elaborated on reasons for this selection, including
the important element of personal reaction. Appropriate development of these themes 
might include reasons for their inclusion, the way they are presented, and their impact on 
the audience or reader. This will vary from one work studied to another, but as with all the 
cultural topics each essay should be assessed on the basis of what is included rather than 
what is omitted from a pre-conceived notion on the part of the examiner of what should be 
expected. Whatever is covered, personal reaction is essential and requires appropriate 
justification for the highest marks to be accessible. Candidates are free to answer with 
reference to one or more works. However, essays which refer to more than one work do not 
automatically receive higher marks and those which refer to only one work do have access 
to the highest marks.

13(b) In the case of both drama and poetry, coverage of two elements is essential as stipulated 
in the question. The precise nature of the analysis asked for will depend on the nature of 
the scenes or poems, but it should include some of the following elements as appropriate: 
in the case of drama plot, action, setting, character, suspense, pace, humour/tragedy, 
significance within the whole play; in the case of poetry theme, versification, rhythm and 
rhyme and other poetic characteristics. In both cases there should be description of the 
overarching techniques used such as symbolism, style (in the general sense), style/choice 
of language, etc. The second part of the question will provide the most scope for personal 
opinion as the candidate considers the effect of the scenes or poems on the 
audience/reader. To score in the highest content bands, sufficient evaluation and analysis 
should be provided as related to the effects described. In the case of drama, candidates are 
free to answer with reference to one or more works, however essays which refer to more 
than one work do not automatically receive higher marks; those which refer to only one 
work do have access to the highest marks.
NB If a candidate analyses only one scene or poem in the essay, then the  Content mark 
awarded cannot be higher than from the Sufficient band; i.e. maximum mark 15 

14(a) Whichever ‘artist’ has been studied, the candidate should devote some attention to 
justifying the choice of their ‘most significant work(s)’ in the context of the artist’s work at 
large, although if the candidate takes this approach one should not expect a detailed 
appraisal of other specific works; one should also note that such an approach is not a 
requirement of this question as essays which refer to more than one work do not 
automatically receive higher marks, whereas those which refer to only one work do have 
access to the highest marks. The second part of the question demands detailed 
explanation of the specific importance of the work(s) selected, but this may just be from 
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within the candidate’s knowledge of the work itself/works themselves. It might also be in 
relation to the relevant field of creativity, to the way in which the chosen work(s) 
epitomise(s) the artistry or techniques used by the ‘artist’, or to the impact of the work(s) on 
society and the evidence of its success or popularity. In every case, personal response 
should be to the fore, supported by appropriate reasoning and evidence if maximum credit 
is to be available. The nature of such evidence should be as is pertinent to the particular 
field of creativity such as the following for a film director: casting, characters, use of 
camera, locations, use of colour, symbols and motifs, script/screenplay, musical score, 
themes/ ideas/ messages, suspense, tension, audience empathy etc. As regards public 
reception of the work(s), this might include – as appropriate to film – critical acclaim, box-
office success, awards, sales etc.   

14(b)  This is quite an open question in the sense that it is very much up to candidates to choose 
which are the reasons or criteria for the success of the work(s) studied. The aspects 
chosen should be relevant to the nature of the work, such as those exemplified for a film 
director in the notes for 14(a) above. Similarly, the types of evidence of success also 
suggested in 14(a), whilst not of prime importance in an answer to this question, might be 
used to support the candidate’s opinions in response to the second element of the 
question. However, the candidate’s response to this second part should largely consist of 
his/her own opinions, supported as appropriate by references to aspects of the work, 
possibly supported by evidence of public approbation. Candidates are free to answer with 
reference to one or more works. However, essays which refer to more than one work do not 
automatically receive higher marks and those which refer to only one work do have access 
to the highest marks.

Essays which refer to more than one work do not automatically receive higher marks; 
equally, those which refer to only one work will have access to the highest marks. It may be 
necessary to approach with caution any essays in which the scope is too broadly spread 
across a large number of works, or even the whole range of the ‘artist’s’ work. Such essays 
may impress at first sight, but may lack the ‘tightness’ of focus on and relevance to the 
question necessary for access to the highest mark bands. 
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