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
A SPANISH-SPEAKING REGION/COMMUNITY

Candidate 1

Question 10a

Analiza las actividades económicas de la región o comunidad que has estudiado. En tu
opinión, ¿será más o menos próspera en el futuro?

Candidate 2

Question 10b

¿Cuáles serían los aspectos positivos y negativos de pasar unas vacaciones en la
región o comunidad que has estudiado? En tu opinión, ¿son más significativas las
ventajas o las desventajas?
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Candidate 1 (Question 10a)

Commentary

The content is mostly of a very good standard, showing a thorough understanding of the task and a
very good depth and breadth of knowledge of the topic. Clearly the candidate knows about and
understands the significance of the economic activities of Aragón and how they are likely to
develop in the future, though the essay does not perhaps develop this area as thoroughly as it
might.

The essay makes very good use of the relevant facts to provide evidence in support of the essay’s
basic theme that Aragón has a wide variety of economic activity. Coverage of agriculture is not as
detailed as it might have been, (e.g. wine production, fruit growing etc), and the essay might have
benefitted from some more specific detail of tourist attractions, but as stated elsewhere, there is no
list of points that must be included, and the candidate clearly has a thorough understanding and
knowledge of the task.

Most of the factual elements are evaluated as appropriate to the task set, thus providing some
justification and evidence in support of the personal points of view expressed.

The essay addresses the question directly in the introduction, and then examines the various
economic activities fairly thoroughly and from an analytical point of view where appropriate. The
successive paragraphs provide a well-organised structure which is clear and easy to follow,
providing a clear progression to the evaluation of the economic activities in the concluding
paragraph, and a glimpse of their development in the future.

Taking all these factors into account this essay is placed at the bottom of the "Very Good" band for
Content.

The Range of Vocabulary used is wide, and it is appropriate to the task.

For Complexity of Language there is a wide range and variety of structures, some complex, and
they are used to good effect, enabling the essay to flow well.

The essay is generally accurate with few errors.

This candidate has answered the question and although there are some linguistic errors, it is
mostly well-written.

The final marks for the essay were therefore:

Content - 21/25
Range of Vocabulary - 4/5
Complexity of Language - 4/5
Accuracy - 4/5

Total - 33/40
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Candidate 2 (Question 10b)

Commentary

The content demonstrates a rather superficial and limited degree of knowledge and understanding
of the task. Information of this sort is insufficient evidence of the type of in-depth study which is
expected at A2 level.

There are some examples offered as to positives and negatives, but they consist mostly of
anecdotal facts or the experience of the candidate, rather than being based on appropriate
research. More might have been made, for example, of appropriate statistics, or there might have
been some detailed description of the cultural heritage of Ibiza.

Whilst there is some evaluation and personal reaction, its value is reduced because of the
superficial nature of the information offered.

There is an appropriate structure in that there is an introduction and a conclusion, and the
paragraphs are fairly clear-cut, but the weakness of the material again compromises any sense of
meaningful progression to a well-evidenced conclusion.

Considering all these factors, the essay is placed in the middle of the "Limited" band for Content.

There is little variety in the use of vocabulary.

For Complexity of Language structures are mainly simple and with little variety.

For Accuracy there are some errors but these generally do not impede communication.

Although this is a useful aspect of a region to study, candidates need to be aware of the danger of
producing such a relatively insubstantial piece of work at this level.

The final marks for the essay were therefore:

Content - 8/25
Range of Vocabulary - 2/5
Complexity of Language - 2/5
Accuracy - 2/5

Total - 14/40
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
A PERIOD OF 20TH CENTURY HISTORY FROM A SPANISH-SPEAKING
COUNTRY/COMMUNITY

Candidate 3

Question 11a

¿Cuál fue el acontecimiento histórico que tuvo más impacto en la época que has
estudiado? En tu opinión, ¿fue positivo o negativo para el país/región?

Candidate 4

Question 11b

Analiza las acciones de la figura mas importante de la época que has estudiado.
¿Consideras a esta persona un héroe/una heroína o no?
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Candidate 3 (Question 11a)

Commentary

The content is generally of a good standard, revealing some comprehension of the task. Clearly
the candidate knows about and understands some of the main events involving Franco before and
during his dictatorship, and is aware of their impact both in the short and long term. The choice of
event is well-made in that it offers sufficient scope but is not too broad.

The essay makes good use of the relevant facts to provide evidence in support of the essay’s
basic theme, that Franco's coming to power had a major impact on Spain and its people, and
indeed on other countries. There are one or two confusing statements, but generally the
information selected is appropriate to the task. The second part of the question is addressed quite
well.

Generally the factual elements are evaluated appropriately, and personal response is mostly
appropriate and well justified.

The introduction of the essay addresses the question head-on and gives reasons for the
candidate's choice immediately. Subsequent paragraphs provide more detailed examination of the
factors chosen, giving the essay a good sense of progression towards a mostly well-argued
conclusion.

Taking all these factors into account a mark just in the "Good" band is awarded for Content.

A wide range of vocabulary is used, and it is appropriate to the task.

For Complexity of Language there is a wide range and variety of structures, some complex, and
they are used to good effect, enabling the essay to flow quite well.

The essay is more accurate than inaccurate and errors rarely impede communication.

Overall, a worthy attempt to answer the question, but which contains a few confusing statements.
The evidence is quite well used to support the candidate’s opinions, but the language has some
deficiencies.

The final marks for the essay were therefore:

Content - 16/25
Range of Vocabulary - 4/5
Complexity of Language - 4/5
Accuracy - 3/5

Total - 27/40
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Candidate 4 (Question 11b)

Commentary

The content is generally of a good standard, revealing appropriate understanding of the task.
Clearly the candidate knows about and understands some of the main actions and decisions taken
by Negrín during the course of the Spanish Civil War, and their impact on the progression of the
conflict.

The candidate has chosen reasonably to limit the coverage of Negrín's actions to just three,
concentrating on them quite thoroughly. The essay makes good use of the relevant facts to provide
evidence in support of the essay’s basic theme, that Negrín was an important player in Spain's
Civil War, and that he was unsuccessful in much of what he did. However, the second part of the
question is not addressed directly; Negrín's actions are evaluated, but not in terms of his being a
hero or not.

The factual elements are evaluated as appropriate, though the personal reaction element does not
go far enough in that the idea of 'hero' is not examined thoroughly.

The structure of the essay is clear; the introduction launches straight into the topic, and there are
three main paragraphs each examining one of Negrín's actions or decisions. The conclusion is
arrived at by means of a clear progression.

Taking all these factors into account the middle mark in the “Good” band is awarded for Content.

A wide range of vocabulary is used, and it is appropriate to the task.

For Complexity of Language there is a wide range and variety of structures, some complex, and
they are used to good effect, enabling the essay to flow quite well.

The essay is generally accurate with few errors.

This essay offers a well-focussed answer to the first part of the question, but could have developed
the second element further. The language is generally good, but there are some errors.

The final marks for the essay were therefore:

Content - 18/25
Range of Vocabulary - 4/5
Complexity of Language - 4/5
Accuracy - 4/5

Total - 30/40
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
AN AUTHOR FROM A SPANISH-SPEAKING COUNTRY/COMMUNITY

Candidate 5

Question 12a

¿Cuáles son las características de los personajes principales en la(s) novela(s)/los
cuentos que has estudiado? ¿Qué reacción provocan en ti estos personajes?

Candidate 6

Question 12b

¿Cuáles son las técnicas literarias usadas por el autor que has estudiado para expresar
sus ideas? ¿Cómo contribuyen a la calidad de la(s) obra(s)?
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Candidate 5 (Question 12a)

Commentary

This is a very full essay on Lazarillo de Tormes, brimming with accurate quotations and making
good deductions from them.

In this book where Lazarillo moves from master to master in the seven ‘tratados’, it would be
preferable if in the opening paragraph the writer selected and defined carefully the approach to be
taken. The question requires an analysis of ‘los personajes principales’ and it is desirable to make
that choice of characters and to state it at the outset. This essay is a little vague in this respect and
the opening does not give sufficient clarity.

From then on the essay traces a logical path through the work, detailing the behaviour of the amos
and Lazarillo’s rapid learning curve. The evidence displayed is first-class; all the quotations are
appropriate and a thorough understanding and knowledge of the work is obvious. There is clear
evidence of evaluation of each episode; we learn of a cruel, hypocritical, even wicked society in
which the Church has many bad practitioners. The ‘progress’ made in life by Lazarillo is portrayed
well but his behaviour at the end of the story is dealt with rather superficially.

The Content mark is in the Very Good range as there is a “thorough knowledge and understanding
of the task”, there is a “wide range of relevant examples and evidence”, there is “clear evidence of
evaluation and some personal reaction” and the structure is “well-organised with clear
progression”.

The Range of Vocabulary is very good; such depth of knowledge of the text has enabled the
candidate to employ a wide range of relevant vocabulary of the 16th and 21st centuries.

For Complexity of Language, the judgement is that there is “a wide range of structures including
complex constructions”. There are some errors but overall it is very well written.

The essay, perhaps because of a little carelessness, is seen as “generally accurate with few
errors” rather than “highly accurate with only occasional errors”.

The final marks for the essay were therefore:

Content – 21/25
Range of Vocabulary – 5/5
Complexity of Language – 4/5
Accuracy – 4/5

Total – 34/40
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Candidate 6 (Question 12b)

Commentary

This is a valiant attempt at a demanding analysis of literary techniques employed in the famous
Márquez novel.

The opening paragraph would ideally have offered the reader a list of the techniques employed,
perhaps structure of chapters, the pace (or lack of) of the storyline, the use of precise language,
contrasts between characters and so on, but we read only that the técnicas literarias que ha usado
son intelegentes and con lenguaje difícil que creo es vital en la construcción de calidad.

The second paragraph contains good, valuable material on technique about the anonymity and
isolation of the characters and of the setting in Colombia.

The next paragraph tells us that the nivel de detalle en los personajes….es increíble but does not
really manage to convince us that this is so. A number of accurate quotations or references from
the text are essential to back up such a strong statement and they are not evident here; indeed
there appears to be a mixture of French and Spanish verbs and this, alongside some unclear
grammatical constructions, detracts from the possible impact of the paragraph.

We are then taken to the themes of poverty and death in the novel but these are abandoned at
once for the most important literary technique of the cockerel as a symbol of Agustín. The cockerel
does have a major part to play in the novel but the idea of it as a “literary technique” is not
explained clearly enough in this paragraph.

The final paragraph lacks direction and one feels that this exacting question has not been handled
as easily as the candidate might have hoped at the outset.

In terms of Content, there is “some understanding and knowledge of the task”. Sound knowledge
of the book is evident and clearly credit has been given for this. There are some relevant
examples, there is some evaluation and structure is satisfactory but no more. Therefore a mark in
the ‘Sufficient’ band is appropriate.

For Vocabulary, Complexity of Language and Accuracy the marks are in the Sufficient band also.
Some topic-specific vocabulary is good: toque de queda, aislamiento, miseria, gallera etc.

The grammatical structures employed in the essay are largely very good, but there are serious
moments of weakness: personas que podemos creer en ….. los lectores pueden rirelo ….. su
historía de luchando en la Guerra ….. tercedero e optimista etc.

The essay is written neatly, accentuation is precise, but it is disappointing to see repeated
inaccurate spelling of basic words such as inteligente and historia.

The final marks for the essay were therefore:

Content – 15/25
Range of Vocabulary – 3/5
Complexity of Language – 3 /5
Accuracy – 3/5

Total – 24/40
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
A DRAMATIST OR POET FROM A SPANISH-SPEAKING
COUNTRY/COMMUNITY

Candidate 7 and 8

Question 13a

¿Cuál es el tema más importante en la(s) obra(s) que has estudiado? ¿Qué relevancia
tiene para ti?
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Candidate 7 (Question 13a)

Commentary

This essay provides a good amount of information, but there is some irrelevance and a certain
amount of confusion. It appears at first to reveal good understanding and knowledge of the task,
but does not pursue this as efficiently as it might

Having made the reservations expressed above, the examples used are varied and mostly
appropriate, revealing an intimate knowledge of the play. However, as related to the specific task,
some of the elements introduced are not entirely pertinent to the task set.

There is ample personal reaction, though some elements of this are somewhat unconvincing or
insufficiently justified.

The introduction is adequate if a little lacking in clear focus, but the clear paragraph structure
assists the sense of progression. However, the personal evaluation in the conclusion, addressing
the second part of the question, is rather odd and unconvincing.

Taking all of this into account this essay is placed at the top of the "Sufficient" band for Content.

For Range of Vocabulary there is some variety in the use of vocabulary.

For Complexity of Language a variety of structures is used, with some attempts at complex
constructions.

The essay is more accurate than inaccurate and errors rarely impede communication.

This essay has the makings of a good piece of work, and certainly reveals a good degree of
familiarity with the subject, but its lack of efficiency in addressing the task makes it a good example
of the need for clear focus on the question, and thorough examination of its facets. The language is
generally quite good, but there are some errors.

The final marks for the essay were therefore:

Content - 15/25
Range of Vocabulary - 3/5
Complexity of Language - 3/5
Accuracy - 3/5

Total - 24/40
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Candidate 8 (Question 13a)

Commentary

This is an example of an essay in which, regrettably, the writer has failed to respond correctly to
the question set. The requirement is to analyse the most important theme of Bodas de Sangre, not
a range of themes.

The opening paragraph speaks of muchos temas and the essay goes on to a brief analysis of three
themes, rather than of one in greater detail. A decision is made at the end of the essay that love is
the most important theme but ideally the opening paragraph of the essay would have suggested
the various themes of the drama and then have opted for ‘love’ as the one to be analysed in the
rest of the essay. In the Content section of the mark scheme, the “understanding of the task” is
prominent and the evident task in 13(a) was to analyse a single theme. By failing to read the title
carefully enough, the candidate has forfeited the possibility of reaching, in this case, the top two
bands.

Good knowledge and understanding of the drama as a whole is evident; a paragraph each is
devoted to destiny, love and honour.

For Content, the essay is placed in the Sufficient band, which limits the Quality of Language to a
maximum of 9/15 (7/15 is actually awarded). There are some basic errors such as ha estudiado, el
primero tema, ir a la vinas, de los Felix’s, por resulto de un ataqué, un otro tema, no permiten
Leonardo y la Novia ser juntos, quere conformar; decider etc. These certainly detract from the
Complexity of Language and Accuracy marks. Knowledge of vocabulary is good; the book has
been studied thoroughly and understood.

Lorca’s plays are studied by many centres and although many excellent essays are seen, a large
number of candidates do fall into the category of ‘not answering the question’. The importance of
essay planning and reflection before starting to write cannot be over-emphasised.

The final marks for the essay were therefore:

Content – 13/25
Range of Vocabulary – 3/5
Complexity of Language – 2/5
Accuracy – 2/5

Total – 20/40
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
A DIRECTOR, ARCHITECT, MUSICIAN OR PAINTER FROM A
SPANISH-SPEAKING COUNTRY/COMMUNITY

Candidate 9

Question 14a

Analiza una o más obras importantes del director de cine/arquitecto/músico/pintor que
has estudiado. Explica por qué te gusta(n) o no.

Candidate 10

Question 14b

Refiriéndote a una o más obras, ¿qué nos revela(n) de las ideas del director de
cine/arquitecto/músico/pintor que has estudiado?
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Candidate 9 (Question 14a)

Commentary

Gaudí has been enthusiastically written about by candidates for some years and it is refreshing to
see another great Spanish architect’s work has been studied. This is an outstanding essay that
delivers knowledge, enthusiasm and grammatical excellence in equal measures.

The opening line of the essay offers exactly what is required; with no preamble we are told of the
architectural complex that will be described. The writer explains the reason for his enthusiasm, a
visit to Valencia some years ago, and employs mature language to explain the virtues of the site:
herramienta educativa…..motor para el crecimiento económico.

We learn of the futuristic design of the five buildings and of their uniqueness: … gran ojo
humano…esqueleto de un dinosaurio… etc. There is emphasis on the importance of the estanque
and on water’s importance in the architectural whole. Personal reaction is frequent; the motto of
the museum elicits a strong response. The writer’s favourite building, the Palacio de las Artes
Reina Sofía, is described and analysed fully.

The essay dwells purposefully on the importance and worth of the building to Valencian society: …
un diálogo constante on the arts and sciences; there is good reference to theatre, opera, animal
species etc.

Although no comparison is made (or needed) with Gaudí’s Barcelona or Gehry’s Bilbao, the
economic importance of these buildings to Valencia is well explained via statistics on visitor
numbers and income generated.

The conclusion will entice those who do not know this complex to visit it: … increíble … una
película de ciencia ficción … en toda su gloria.

Some may be surprised that little reference is made to the architect itself or his other works, but it
is important to remember that examiners have no check list of what they feel should be included;
they mark an essay according to the criteria, the most important thing being whether or not the
question has been answered. The essay is written with skill; the structure is logical, the grammar
first rate. It shows what can be done.

The final marks for the essay were therefore:

Content - 25/25
Range of Vocabulary - 5/5
Complexity of Language - 5/5
Accuracy - 5/5

Total - 40/40
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Candidate 10 (Question 14b)

Commentary

This is an essay that manages reasonably well the difficult task of writing about a number of films
in just a few pages.

The opening paragraph about Almodóvar is interesting and relevant but the closing five lines of the
essay are actually more succinct about his themes and they should have been integrated into the
opening paragraph in order to give a clearer idea to the reader about the direction the essay would
take. One cannot over-emphasise the importance of the start of an essay in enabling the reader to
gain a good grasp of the structure and arguments to come. Had la sociedad española, la fuerza de
las mujeres, la debilidad de los hombres and el efecto negativo de la televisión been in paragraph
one, there would surely have been greater clarity in the ensuing paragraphs.

The section on heritage and cultural tradition in Volver offers us a few examples from the film but a
little more specific detail would have been useful. There is also a need for more detailed evidence,
perhaps, on the strength of women; better examples from Mujeres and Volver could have been
found. The weakness of men is portrayed only by Benigno in Hable con ella; there are many other
Almodóvar characters who could have served equally well or better.

The theme of television is perhaps not really strong enough to merit a paragraph when so much
more could have been done on the men v. women theme or on other aspects of modern Spain, but
there are points made that demonstrate knowledge of Almodóvar’s works.

In terms of Content, there is a superficial gloss here that is inevitable if a range of films is
discussed. Concentration on fewer films would have offered a greater chance to prove “thorough”
understanding and knowledge. The essay just makes it into the ‘Good’ band for Content; greater
depth, more detailed examples and clearer evaluation could have been achieved, which would
have made it nearer to the top of the band or above possibly. Vocabulary is good; the basic
vocabulary needed from the films is visible.

Complexity of Language is good/sufficient. There are some advanced constructions that are
handled well…..si no hubiera sido por la transición…..nunca habríamos visto…, …cabe destacar,
….quizás ahora sea el mejor director ... At the same time, the personal a is missed at times and
there are errors in tenses and in tense formation.

Accuracy is sufficient; there are some adjectival agreement errors and some inaccurate
accentuation.

The final marks for the essay were therefore:

Content – 16/25
Range of Vocabulary – 4/5
Complexity of Language – 4/5
Accuracy – 3/5

Total – 27/40
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Marking Guidance

SECTION B: WRITING

1. The range of topics and areas for study are inevitably very wide, but all essays are assessed
according to the same criteria. If the question requires, for example, an analysis of the main
themes of a work, this will be the candidate’s view of what the main themes are, provided
he/she justifies his/her choice. If there are clearly significant errors of fact, these cannot be
ignored, but fact should not be confused with interpretation.

2. The mark scheme refers to understanding and knowledge of the task. ‘The task’ is to answer
the specific question set.

‘Understanding of the task’ is the way in which the answer addresses the question, e.g. range,
depth, covering all parts of the question and relevance to the question. ‘Knowledge of the task’
is the amount and range of detail used to answer the question set. It is not so much the actual
knowledge as the way this knowledge is used and evaluated that is being assessed. Hence the
Content mark is determined by how well the candidate has answered the specific question set.

3. When assessing an essay for Content, a “top down” approach should be adopted by deciding
whether the essay matches the criteria for the top band. If not, move down to the second band
and so on. If an essay fully matches all the criteria for the top band, it should be given
maximum marks. Such an essay will fully answer all parts of the set question, it will be fully
relevant, and it will contain a good deal of evidence and very clear evaluation.

4. If the essay is not worthy of a mark in the top band, move down the bands until the criteria are
the best match for that essay. In these bands, in the event that an essay matches exactly the
criteria for the band, it should be given the middle mark in that band. Otherwise, the mark
should be adjusted up or down according to whether it is nearer the criteria for the band above
or the band below. If an essay appears to be on the boundary between two bands and it is
difficult to decide between the two, place the essay at the bottom of the higher band rather than
the top of the lower band as this will allow access to the higher marks for Quality of Language.

5. The degree of personal reaction required for any given band will vary to some extent according
to the precise question set, and it is accepted that in some topics, particularly the study of a
region, the reaction is effectively bound up with the evaluation, whereas if the question asks for
the candidate’s opinion of an author or artist, more obvious personal reaction is clearly
required. Candidates do not constantly have to say “I think that...” to be giving personal
reaction. For example, adjectives such as “effective” or “extraordinary” are expressing opinions.

6. Evidence can take different forms. The candidate must show knowledge of the topic, but in the
case of a literary topic, for example, this does not have to be accomplished via quotations;
precise reference to specific episodes may fulfil this requirement. Furthermore, a quotation may
explain or justify a point, but on its own it does not make a point; the candidate must be explicit.

7. Remember that in awarding the Quality of Language marks, these may not come from a higher
band than the Content mark. Thus if the Content is judged “Sufficient” (11–15) then the
maximum mark for each of the three Quality of Language marks is 3. However, it should be
noted that this is the maximum mark available; the mark will be lower if the essay does not
meet the criteria for 3 marks.

8. There is a minimum number of 250 words specified on the paper. There is no automatic penalty
for writing less than the minimum: this will be self-penalising. Candidates can have access to
the top mark bands by writing the minimum number of words, however, not all candidates will
be able to meet the requirements of the top mark bands in an essay of 250 words. A well-
structured and well-planned essay of 250 words with a wide range of vocabulary/range of
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structures will be eligible for the highest marks. It is the quality of the response and not the
number of words which is important. There is no maximum number of words and all work is
marked.

(Annotation of Scripts)

The following conventions will be used by examiners marking scripts when assessing Content:

 Point made
Irr/NR Irrelevant material

rep Repeated point
? Lack of clarity

CONTENT

Marks Criteria
21-25 Very Good

 Thorough understanding and knowledge of the task
 Wide range of relevant examples and evidence
 Clear evidence of evaluation and well-justified personal reaction
 Well-organised structure with clear progression

16-20 Good
 Sound understanding and knowledge of the task
 Good range of relevant examples and evidence
 Some evidence of evaluation and personal reaction but not always convincingly

justified
 Logical structure with some progression

11-15 Sufficient
 Some understanding and knowledge of the task
 Some relevant examples and evidence
 Some evaluation and personal reaction evident but often not justified; over-reliance

on received ideas
 Structure is satisfactory though there may be some deficiencies

6-10 Limited
 Limited understanding and knowledge of the task
 Limited use of relevant examples and evidence
 Limited evaluation and personal reaction; mainly descriptive or factual
 Structure limited; often unclear or confusing

0-5 Poor
 Little understanding and knowledge of the task
 Lack of relevant evidence. Few examples
 Little or no evaluation and/or personal reaction
 Structure mainly unfocused and/or disorganized
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QUALITY OF LANGUAGE

Range of Vocabulary

Marks Criteria

5 Very wide range of vocabulary used

4 A wide range of vocabulary used

3 Some variety in the use of vocabulary

2 Little variety in the use of vocabulary

0-1 Vocabulary simple and very limited

Complexity of Language

Marks Criteria

5 Very wide range of complex structures

4 A wide range of structures including complex constructions

3 A variety of structures used with some attempts at complex constructions

2 Structures mainly simple, with little variety

0-1 Structures very simple and limited in scope

Accuracy

Marks Criteria

5 Highly accurate with only occasional errors

4 Generally accurate with few errors

3 More accurate than inaccurate. Errors rarely impede communication

2 Some errors but these generally do not impede communication

0-1 Many errors which significantly impede communication

It should be noted that the marks awarded for each of Range of Vocabulary, Complexity of
Language and Accuracy cannot be in a higher band than the band awarded for Content.
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