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Student 1 Commentary

This essay has been awarded a full mark of 20 for Content since it is as good as can be
expected from an AS student.

The essay starts with a good introduction reflecting the answer and a number of general
comments are made which are then developed later on.

There is clear evidence of opinions from the very beginning. The student starts by
mentioning that in his/her experience the Internet is an educational tool as much for adults
as for children. This is developed with the idea that he/she uses it for homework and it is
easy for research in all areas and justified with opinions. Furthermore the student mentions
the benefits of the Internet and education through messaging the teachers and that there is
nothing better than a good website to help the student. There are a number of issues raised
which are all worthy and credited.

The next paragraph focuses on the use of the Internet at the workplace. This is developed
with the example videoconferencing instead of having to travel to meetings and then
expanded with other uses in the office. Such as communication between workers is quicker
and prices can be compared. Here there is a use of the present subjunctive (sea).

The third paragraph picks up on a point made in the previous one by developing the idea of
communication, the idea that it is easier and quicker to chat to someone even if they are on
the other side of the world and that it is not necessary to see the other person face to face.
However the student also counter balances this and develops the paragraph to mention
dangers of not having human contact, particularly for children. The other side of the
argument is further developed with examples such as excessive use of the Internet and
associated health issues. Many students mentioned the lack of exercise and too much time
being spent on devices but did not make it refer back to the question. It is done effectively
here.

This student has really thought about this question and brings up the use of the Internet as a
means of terrorism by extremists as well as being dangerous for children if parents do not
protect them.

The student starts the conclusion with a referencing to the question and his/her opinion to it.
The points raised within the essay are referred to and concluded effectively.

The essay has a very good variety of grammatical structures eg present subjunctive and
conditional tenses, as well as subordinate clauses. There is a wide range of appropriate
vocabulary fit for an essay on the merits of the Internet as well as very few inaccuracies.

Overall Score:

Content 20
Range of Vocabulary 5
Range of Structures 5
Accuracy 5
Total 35
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Writing
See the Insert for the questions.

Write the number of the question you have chosen in the box below, eg 10.
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Student 2 Commentary

This essay has been awarded a full mark of 20 for Content since it is as good as can be
expected from an AS student.

It has a good introduction which is different from the majority written by students as it
focuses on both sides of the argument. Although many of the ideas covered are similar to
those expressed by other students, it is the way it is structured and explained that sets this
apart from other scripts.

The first paragraph focuses the use of the Internet for communication and mentions social
networks, keeping in touch with people abroad, talking to old friends on Facebook and the
use of Instagram and Twitter. This ends with some examples and then flows nicely into the
next section which identifies use of the Internet entertainment as key.

There are good connectors, por eso, and use of the subjunctives to develop the ideas. The
opinion phrases covered are not the usual ones used by candidates. The student focuses
here on entertainment, buying online, using the Internet to disconnect oneself from everyday
life and ending up with a personal opinion.

In the third paragraph, the student mentions the use of the Internet for business as essential
(es primordial que) which leads nicely into another subjunctive. The ideas in this section
focus on selling, working from home, comparing prices and how things have changed over
the last ten years. Most students tend to only focus on one example in a paragraph but this
student has introduced the idea and then gives three/four ideas as examples to develop and
justify their point. This is again the case in the next paragraph which tables about the use of
the Internet education. Here the student introduces the topic with a focus on research,
developing one’s own knowledge, help with homework/exams and finally ending with
improving their spoken Spanish. Once more, the structure that the student uses shows a
great knowledge of the language and the use of the subjunctive is done in a natural manner.

The student has already implied that they are very in favour of the Internet, so it is not
surprising that the final paragraph, although not long, still focuses on some key negative
ideas. It is nice to see the student talking about some negative issues but still giving some
recommendations to what people can do instead of spending hours surfing the net.

The essay ends with a good conclusion summing up all the points and giving their own
opinion.

Overall this is a very well structured essay, with a good command of language and ideas
presented in a coherent and logical manner.

Overall Score:

Content 20
Range of Vocabulary 5
Range of Structures 5
Accuracy 5
Total 35
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Student 3 Commentary

Question 11 was the least popular question in 2015. Here the student has given a very good
answer which has been awarded full marks. The essay does not require students to present
both sides of the argument. They can choose to agree with the statement and put forward
their case, alternatively they can disagree with the statement and explain the reasons behind
this decision.

The introduction in this essay presents the ideas behind the question and ends with a
rhetorical question to set up the rest of the essay. The first point raised is the celebrity
culture that we have nowadays in today’s society, the need to fit in and the fact that there are
pictures everywhere that make us feel that we must fit in with the perfect image that thin
models portray. This is backed up with an opinion, (with a good use of the subjunctive) and
developed with information from a recent study. The student finished this idea with a
personal opinion and a conclusion.

The second paragraph starts with a reference again to the questions and introduces the idea
of improvements in medicine allowing us to be more comfortable with plastic surgery. The
student starts by saying that people feel more comfortable about plastic surgery, that it is
more prevalent amongst women and that falling costs have increased its popularity. The
student also balances the argument out and has given the other side of the argument
finishing the paragraph by mentioning that although the appearance might change the
person inside has not.

The next idea focuses on the competiveness that we have today and with social media we
are bombarded with the perfect figure every day. Coupled with this, is the idea that women
need to look good to be successful in life. The student finished off by giving their own opinion
on this idea.

In conclusion the student states that people feel pressure nowadays to conform and the
need to feel confident in themselves and that is why plastic surgery is popular.

Although this essay might on first glance not be as full in content as the others it is a well
structured and logical answer with good ideas exemplifications and justifications.

Overall Score:

Content 20
Range of Vocabulary 5
Range of Structures 5
Accuracy 5
Total 35
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