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Question 10 
 
Uno de los principales motivs de discusión en las familias son las tareas del hogar.  En tu 
opinión, ¿es importante y fácil dividirlas igualmente entre todos? 
 
The candidate has a useful grasp of Spanish grammar but has failed to understand the importance 
of Content in the essay.  In order to  help students understand the crucial word "justification" in th e 
Mark Scheme, the instruction "Back up the points you mak e" appears as part of the rubric for the 
essay question.  
 
This was probably the most accessible of the three January 2011 essays to write because most AS 
students ca n think of a good number of 'chores' or tasks that must be done at home and t hey 
should be  a ble to decide if th ey are shared out equitably  or if  they need to be  shared a t all. 
Regrettably, this e ssay does not  mention a single tarea and it  ther efore failed  to reach  th e 
‘Sufficient’ band for Content. 
 
Content 
 
In simplest terms, this essay title requires candidates to list  some tareas and the simplest are t he 
basic GCSE examples  of lavar los platos, pasar la aspiradora, hacer las camas, limpiar las 
habitaciones, lavar el coche, cortar el césped, planchar las camisas – more able candidates would 
offer more advanced chores, tasks or projects.   Stating who does or should do t hese tasks i s a 
good way t o decide if  things are  shared eq uitably.  The essay co uld state th e stereotypical 
examples of  what a non-working mother used to  do while the husband worked and contrast th at 
with the lifestyle of today’s families. “Modern” man ironing his shirts is, perhaps, a good example of 
how families have chang ed.  Regrettably, this candidate has not offered a single task in the thre e 
sided essay, preferring to state that arguments occur in  families and tha t things need to be sorted 
out.  That is fine in itself but the “ justification” that appea rs in every band of the  Mark Scheme 
requires examples to be given and in this essay the “justif ication” is undoubtedly “weak”.  Certainly 
“some relevant information” is conveyed.  So me Content  ticks are awarded but they are for 
generalised comments rather tha n the much -needed ha rd evidence  from the candidate’s own 
experience at home or from other households known to him/her. 
 
Range of Vocabulary 
 
There is litt le topic-spe cific vocabu lary because the Content does n ot get to th e nub of th e 
question.  Most other vocabulary is f airly basic, although words such as enojar, flojos, juguetones, 
los demas are include d, but inaccuracies su ch as sierta, tempro, adolecentes, comparcion are  
unimpressive.  
 
Range of Structures 
 
The first major error appears in line 2 with o otra.  The second sentence ends badly with los padres 
no estan contentos con. Overall, however, there is obvious linguistic competence but the mark is  
limited by the Content mark. 
 
Accuracy 
 
The most o bvious inaccuracy is with accents; a few appe ar but they are missing on están, fácil, 
más, difícil, estarán, también, día, así. 
 

 Marks 

Content 8 
Range of Vocabulary 3 
Range of Structures 3 
Accuracy 3 
Total 17 
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Question 12 
 
¿Qué opinas tú de la televisión de hoy en día? 
 
This is a competently written piece but it does not score more highly because it fails to justify many 
of the comments with specific examples of television programmes which have to be the essence of 
this essay.  Too much generalisation is what should be avoided, hard evidence will give candidates 
access to the higher mark bands. 
 
Content 
 
The opening paragraph is good, uses strong vocabulary and sets out the notion of benefits and 
harm that television can  bring us.  T his is followed by comments on the effects that on-screen sex 
and violence can have on children; but no evidence or example of a pr ogramme is given to ju stify 
the point.  
 
The third pa ragraph loses focus by emphasising the need f or sport and  exercise.  The statement 
Es obvio que otros actividades sean más beneficiosos que ver la tele is not obvious unless proven 
and such statements should be used with care.  This idea is followed by the  usefulness of 
television for relaxation and comedy but we are not told what programmes the candidate might b e 
thinking of as relaxing or amusing. 
 
The power of television  as an edu cational too l is made in  paragraph 4 with mention made o f 
naturaleza and música.  These ar e good areas to develop but no e xplanation or expansion is 
offered.  The comment Todo no es basura is a good one and is in cont rast to many of the essays  
that declared all television to be rubbish. 
 
Paragraph 5 dwells on  personal re lationships and the power of television to ena ble people t o o r 
prevent people from conversing with each oth er.  An interesting idea , certainly, but not really 
focused on the question about the quality of television programmes. 
 
The penultimate paragraph deals usefully with the importa nce of news programme s.  This aspect  
of television should have come much earlier an d the reference to a t sunami is a go od example o f 
the type of information that we can receive.  
 
The conclusion is mature in its thoughts on how we should control our use of television. 
 
The essay was given 12 marks for Content and was close to being awarded 13 in the Good band, 
but the ab sence of concrete evidence does mean that the reader  has to make too many 
assumptions about what is intended. 
 
One feels that this candidate could h ave commented well and easily on the issues a nd values of,  
for example, some soap operas but the opportunity was missed.  
 
Range of Vocabulary 
 
In general, the vocabulary in this full essa y is good. Inaccuracie s such as responsibilidad, 
ensegurar, discución do detract from the overall quality and a mark of 4 was given. 
  
Range of Structures 
 
Again, there is much to praise in this candidate’s knowledge of Spanish grammar; there are some 
good subjunctives and t here is a flo w to the writing but the r eader is pulled up sharp ly by uno de 
las temas, un otro discución, despues de nueve de la tarde, a veces personas solo quieren relajar, 
una semana dificil al colegio, programas para interesar todas, el solo tiempo, ayudó hacernos, y 
útil  etc. 
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Accuracy 
 
Adjectival agreement is not strong in the essay:  programas adecuadas, actividades beneficiosos, 
nuestros vidas.  Accentuation is a little hit and miss. 
 

 Marks 

Content 12 

Range of Vocabulary 4 

Range of Structures 4 

Accuracy 4 

Total 24 
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Question 12 
 
¿Qué opinas tú de la televisión de hoy en día? 
 
This is an essay of that ranges acro ss many aspects of television.  It is competently written and is 
a quick read because of the clear handwriting and grammatical accur acy.  One could criticise  the 
lack of concision but un der examination condit ions the candidate has certainly sat isfied many of  
the Mark Scheme’s criteria. 
 
Content 
 
The essay divides clea rly into two sections listing the posit ives and negatives of television an d, 
importantly, gives clear examples of programmes on both sides.  
 
On the positive side, ea rly mention is made in general terms of sport s and news broadcasts but  
side two drif ts a litt le into generalisations about relaxation and family relationships. I t then return s 
to praise local news, football resu lts and we ather forecasts.  This is fo llowed by unspecific  
comments on children’s programmes.  Greater clarity is offered regarding two social issues  
portrayed in ´Eastenders´ and this is followed well by comment on talent shows and describes t he 
success of Leona Lewis in ´X-Factor´. 
 
On the negative side of  the argument, the can didate blames television for creating a lazy socie ty 
and for the academic weaknesses of students.  This is followed by a comment about too much sex 
and violence on television but no examples are  given of specific progra mmes or fil ms that mig ht 
back up the viewpoint.  The candida te offers more specific a nd, therefore, more val uable criticism 
and personal opinion through mention of talentless ind ividuals in Gran Hermano who are bad role-
models for young people.  The essay continues with criticism of alcohol advertisements but it takes 
half a side of writing to make the point. 
 
The conclusion is brief and adds nothing new. 
 
The Content in the essay covers a lot of ground and is divided equally between the general and the 
specific. It was awarded 19 marks. 
 
Range of Vocabulary 
 
Vocabulary is good and there is ample evidence here to award full marks. 
 
Range of Structures 
 
There are some grammatical error s but they ca n largely be  forgiven in an essay written at speed 
that shows genuine understanding of the lan guage.  Errors such  as después un día, busca por, 
estaba una hembra and buen ídolos creep in and the mark of 4 is a little harsh but taken in  
conjunction with Accuracy (where  a 5 was given despite some inaccuracie s of gender and  
accentuation), the overall Grammar mark of 14/15 is a correct one. 
 
Accuracy 
 
See comment under Range of Structures. 
 

 Marks 
Content 19 
Range of Vocabulary 5 
Range of Structures 4 
Accuracy 5 
Total 33 
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Question 11 
 
¿Piensas que hay una crisis de la salud hoy en día? 
 
This is an e ssay of pro mise.  The essay looks unattractive  as there many crossin gs-out and t he 
paragraphing is at times unclear;  candidates are advised to write on every line but t o leave a lin e 
between paragraphs.  
 
Content 
 
The essay opens sensibly with a clear view on  the health crisis question.  This is followed by a 
comment on the obesity problem in many countries and on the unhappiness it causes.  
 
Somewhat surprisingly, there is th en mention of the Olympics and  Paralympics as a source of 
inspiration for some people.  However, we quickly return to the more usual health-problem areas of 
stress, smoking and drugs.  There is a potentially very good sentence on the effects of smoking but 
inaccuracies within the sentence spoil it somewhat. 
 
A paragraph is devoted to the amount of spor t in schoo ls but little thought is giv en to the likel y 
response b y students to a doubling of compulso ry hours of exercise.  The NHS also has a  
paragraph to itself but nothing of much value is said. 
 
The paragraph devoted to government initiatives is better; sensible comment is made on the “five a 
day” campaign but litt le is said  about its respo nses to smoking, drinking and dru g-taking.  M ore 
censorship and govern ment control is sugge sted in the banning of advertisemen ts for junk f ood 
and the anorexia issue is included briefly here. 
 
The final paragraph summarises and repeats much of what has gone before. 
 
The essay merits its place in the Good band for Content.  
 
Range of Vocabulary 
 
Much good topic-specific vocabulary is used and a mark of 4 is awarded. 
 
Range of Structures 
 
The essay reads quite well; there is a sound knowledge of grammar b ut there are also seriou s 
lapses tha t bring the mark down to  3: El problema de mal salud han causado, Mucho gente no 
comen bien y ese contribuyera al problema etc.  
 
Accuracy 
 
Indistinct writing cannot hide the inaccuracies in accentuation. 
  
 Marks 

Content 14 

Range of Vocabulary 4 

Range of Structures 3 

Accuracy 3 

Total 24 
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