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Unit 1 
 
The assessment objectives will be allocated in the following way. 
 

  % of AS Marks 

AO1 Response to spoken language 22 35 

AO2 Response to written language 31 50 

AO3 Knowledge of grammar 16 25 

 TOTAL 69 110 

 
The marks will be allocated in the following way. 

 AO1 AO2 AO3 

Listening Section (includes transfer of 
meaning into English exercise) 

35   

Reading Section  
(includes cloze test) 

 30 10 

Writing Section  20 15 
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General Principles 
 
Section A: Listening and Reading 
 
• In multiple choice questions where candidates must choose one letter or number, they should automatically get no mark awarded if they give 

more than one.  If the rubric instructs them to write one letter or number in the box and they do so, but write a second letter or number outside 
the box too, then the answer in the box should be considered. 

 
• Where a candidate repeats the same error within a sub-question, no further penalty should be imposed in awarding the mark, and nfp (= no 

further penalty) should be written beside the error to indicate this. 
 
• English spellings are not accepted unless the word is spelt the same in both languages. 
 
• “Rubric” should be written in the margin if in the wrong language and give ‘0’ (unless numbers or place names are involved). 
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Section A  
 

Qu. Accept Marks Notes 

1 (a) sunburnt / burnt / burned by (in) the sun 

drunk (in the streets) 

1 

1 

Reject answers in Spanish 

(Accept: to get/getting drunk) 

 

Qu. Accept Marks Notes 

1 (b) parents 1 Reject answers in Spanish 

(Accept: reference to their parents / 
the youngsters’ parents, the Britons’ 
parents) 

 

Qu. Accept Marks Notes 

1 (c) unpleasant/not pleasant/not nice 1 Reject answers in Spanish 

(Reject: Disagreeable / Awful) 

 

Qu. Accept Marks Notes 

1 (d) excessive / too much drinking (alcohol) 

excessive consumption of alcohol 

1 Reject answers in Spanish 

Reject: A lot 

Reject: Drinking excessive / excess 
alcohol 
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Qu. Accept Marks Notes 

1 (e) they drowned (in the sea / swimming pools) 1 Reject answers in Spanish 

They had entered the sea when 
drunk. (Needs to make reference to 
drowning in the first part to get the 
mark). 

 

Qu. Accept Marks Notes 

1 (f) they fell /fall/falling 

from balcony / balconies of apartments / flats 

(1) 

(1) 

Reject answers in Spanish 

Reject: Jumping off 

 

Qu. Accept Marks Notes 

1 (g) attacked/stabbed with knives  

in the street fights 

broken arms / legs  
 

(1) 

(1) 

(1) 

Reject answers in Spanish 

Reject: Weapons 

Reject: Sunstroke/Sunburn 

 10 marks 
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Qu. Accept (in any order) Marks Notes 

2 A 

C 

E 

F 

G 

K 

N 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

 

 

 

 

7 marks 
 

Qu. Accept Marks Notes: 

3 (a) 21 1 Reject: Any English reference (eg 
21 years) 

 

Qu. Accept Marks Notes: 

3 (b) 450 (millones) 1 Accept: milliones 

Reject: millions 

 

Qu. Accept Marks 

3 (c) 67 1 
 

Qu. Accept Marks 

3 (d) 3665 1 
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Qu. Accept Marks 

3 (e) 652 1 

 

Qu. Accept Marks Notes: 

3 (f) 92,000,000 / 92.000.000 / 92 millones 1 Accept: milliones 

Reject: millions 

 

Qu. Accept Marks 

3 (g) 4 1 

 

Qu. Accept Marks 

3 (h) 9000 1 
 

8 marks 
 

Qu. Accept Marks Notes 

4 (a) tres/3 argentinos (que viven en Barcelona) 1 Reject answers in English 

Spellings should be understandable to a 
Spanish person but not necessarily 
totally accurate 
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Qu. Accept Marks Notes 

4 (b) robar números de tarjetas de crédito 

dañar (13 millones) de ordenadores/ 
computadoras 

1 Reject answers in English 

Spellings should be understandable to a 
Spanish person but not necessarily 
totally accurate 

 
 

Qu. Accept Marks Notes 

4 (c) explorar la información privada 

hackear los ordenadores/computadoras 

1 Reject answers in English 

Reject hacear 

Spellings should be understandable to a 
Spanish person but not necessarily 
totally accurate 

 

Qu. Accept Marks Notes 

4 (d) estaba tan preocupada (por la situación) 

verb estar needed  

accept present tense  

1 Reject answers in English 

Reject: Es tan preocupada 

Spellings should be understandable to a 
Spanish person but not necessarily 
totally accurate 

 

Qu. Accept Marks Notes 

4 (e) (una) docena / doce / 12 1 Reject answers in English 

Spellings should be understandable to a 
Spanish person but not necessarily 
totally accurate 
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Qu. Accept Marks Notes 

4 (f) descubrir las contraseñas 1 Reject answers in English 

Reject hackear una cuenta de correo 

Spellings should be understandable to a 
Spanish person but not necessarily 
totally accurate 

 
 

Qu. Accept Marks Notes 

4 (g) los datos/detalles personales de desconocidos 1 Reject answers in English 

Reject: de conocidos 

Spellings should be understandable to a 
Spanish person but not necessarily 
totally accurate 

 

Qu. Accept Marks Notes 

4 (h) los números de cuentas bancarias 1 Reject answers in English 

Reject: cuentos 

Spellings should be understandable to a 
Spanish person but not necessarily 
totally accurate 

 

Qu. Accept Marks Notes 

4 (i) es / son una invitación a la criminalidad / a los 
criminales 

 

1 Reject answers in English 

Spellings should be understandable to a 
Spanish person but not necessarily 
totally accurate 
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Qu. Accept Marks Notes 

4 (j) ignorar los peligros 1 Reject answers in English 

Reject: Ignorar los peligros es una tontería 

Spellings should be understandable to a 
Spanish person but not necessarily 
totally accurate 

 
10 marks 

 

Qu. Accept Marks 

5 (a) 8 1 

 

Qu. Accept Marks 

5 (b) 12 1 
 

Qu. Accept Marks 

5 (c) 4 1 

 

Qu. Accept Marks 

5 (d) 7 1 
 

Qu. Accept Marks 

5 (e) 6 1 
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Qu. Accept Marks 

5 (f) 5 1 
 

6 marks 
 

Qu. Accept Marks Notes 

6 (a) expresaba 1 Correct spellings essential 
 

Qu. Accept Marks Notes 

6 (b) (los) responsables 1 Correct spellings essential 

 

Qu. Accept Marks Notes 

6 (c) (en) otro estado 1 Correct spellings essential 

 

Qu. Accept Marks Notes 

6 (d) enviada 1 Correct spellings essential 

 

Qu. Accept Marks Notes 

6 (e) se retrasó tanto 1 Correct spellings essential 

 

Qu. Accept Marks Notes 

6 (f) por esas fechas 1 Correct spellings essential 
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Qu. Accept Marks Notes 

6 (g) actual 1 Correct spellings essential 

 

Qu. Accept Marks Notes 

6 (h) (algunos) empezaron a llorar 1 Correct spellings essential 

 

Qu. Accept Marks Notes 

6 (i) tu amor eterno 1 Correct spellings essential 

9 marks 
 

Qu. Accept Marks 

7 (a) B 1 

 

Qu. Accept Marks 

7 (b) C 1 

 

Qu. Accept Marks 

7 (c) B 1 

 

Qu. Accept Marks 

7 (d) C 1 
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Qu. Accept Marks 

7 (e) A 1 

 

Qu. Accept Marks 

7 (f) A 1 

 

Qu. Accept Marks 

7 (g) B 1 

 
 

7 marks 

Qu. Accept (in this 
order) 

Marks 

8  

 

I 

L 

M 

K 

C 

A 

D 

G 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

 
8 marks 
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Qu. Accept Marks Notes 

9 (a) son 1  

 

Qu. Accept Marks Notes 

9 (b) se puso/se había puesto 1  

 

Qu. Accept Marks Notes 

9 (c) vuelto 1  

 

Qu. Accept Marks Notes 

 9 (d) apagar 1  

 

Qu. Accept Marks Notes 

9 (e) (nos)peleábamos 1  

 

Qu. Accept Marks Notes 

9 (f) visiten/visitemos 1  

 

Qu. Accept Marks Notes 

9 (g) irán / van a ir / van 1  
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Qu. Accept Marks Notes 

9 (h) cuántas 1  

 

Qu. Accept Marks Notes 

9 (i) infelices 1  

 

Qu. Accept Marks Notes 

9 (j) cien 1  

 
10 marks 
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SECTION B: Writing 
 
Assessment Criteria 
 
Each question will be marked out of 35, consisting of 20 marks for Content (AO2) and 15 marks for Quality of Language (AO3). 
 
CONTENT 
 
Marks Criteria 

17–20 Very Good 
• Response to the task is fully relevant with a good depth of treatment 
• Well-organised structure in a logical sequence 
• Points made are well expressed and justified 

13–16 Good 
• Response to the task is mostly relevant with some depth of treatment 
• Structure is generally well ordered 
• Points made are mostly well expressed and justified 

9–12 Sufficient 
• Response to the task is generally relevant, but treatment is often superficial 
• Reasonable structure with occasional lapses 
• Points not always clearly expressed and justification is only just sufficient 

5–8 Limited 
• Limited response to the task with some relevant information conveyed 
• Limited evidence of structure 
• Points made sometimes difficult to understand and justification is weak 

1–4 Poor 
• Limited response to the task with little relevant information conveyed 
• No real structure 
• Points difficult to understand and little or no justification 

0 The answer shows no relevance to the task set 
A zero score will automatically result in a zero score for the answer as a whole 
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QUALITY OF LANGUAGE 
 
Range of Structures 
 
Marks Criteria 

5 Very good variety of grammatical structures used  
4 Good variety of grammatical structures used  
3 Some variety of grammatical structures used 
2 Limited variety of grammatical structures used 
1 Shows little grasp of grammatical structures 
0 Shows no grasp of grammatical structures 

 
Range of Vocabulary 
 
Marks Criteria 

5 Wide range of appropriate vocabulary  
4 A range of appropriate vocabulary  
3 Some variety of appropriate vocabulary 
2 Limited variety of appropriate vocabulary 
1 Very little use of appropriate vocabulary 
0 No appropriate vocabulary 

 
Accuracy 
 
Marks Criteria 

5 There may be inaccuracies, but these tend to occur in attempts at more complex 
structures 

4 Largely accurate but with few basic errors 
3 Generally accurate but still with some basic errors 
2 Basic errors are frequent 
1 The number of errors make comprehension difficult 
0 Errors are such that communication is seriously impaired 

 
It should be noted that the marks awarded for each of Range of Structures, Range of Vocabulary and Accuracy cannot be more than one band 
higher than the band awarded for Content. 
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Annotation of Scripts 
 
The following conventions will be used by examiners marking scripts when assessing Content. 
 

 Point made 

NR Irrelevant material 

rep Repeated point 

? Lack of clarity 

 
The  will be placed in the body of the text.  The 'NR', 'rep' and ‘?’ will be placed in the margin. 
 
Additional guidance for marking 
 
Introductions and conclusions 
 
Candidates are not expected to include an introduction or conclusion, but it enhances the structure if there is a brief introduction and a concluding 
short paragraph, possibly including a personal response. One of the criteria for inclusion in the higher bands for content is for a logical structure 
and this would enhance the overall structure of the essay. 
 
Awarding ticks and question marks 
 
Ticks should be used for any valid, comprehensible point. This could be a statement, a personal opinion, the development or explanation of a 
point already made, an example or illustration and a justification of a point of view. A question mark should be placed in the margin for points 
which are unclear or muddled, eg where the candidate makes up a word or uses confusing target language. 
 
Repetition and irrelevance 
 
The symbol ‘rep’ should be placed in the margin where a candidate repeats a point already made. The symbol ‘NR’ should be used if a section is 
not relevant to the title, eg a candidate talks about the consequences of smoking when the question asks for reasons for people smoking and for 
suggestions to reduce smoking. 
  



GCE Spanish SPAN1 Mark Scheme 2013 June series 
 

20 

 
Choosing the band for Content 
 
A mark in the 17–20 band will be awarded for an essay which contains a good number of valid points which have been expanded, which has a 
good structure and contains little if any irrelevance, repetition or lack of clarity. A mark in the 13–16 band will be awarded for a good essay which 
makes a fair number of points but may contain some of the weaknesses identified above. A mark in the 9–12 satisfactory band would suggest 
that the candidate makes a few valid points but fails to develop some of these points and the structure may be erratic and a number of sentences 
may be unclear. Where a limited number of points is made with very little development and much confusing language, a mark in the 5–8 will be 
appropriate. Such essays will lack a coherent structure and could be very repetitive and superficial. A mark in the 0–4 band will rarely be 
awarded and will be limited to very poor (usually short) essays where there is very little content and much that is irrelevant. 
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Possible Content Points  
 
Below is a list of possible content points for each answer; it should be stressed that the list is neither prescriptive nor exhaustive, but is illustrative of the points 
which could be made. 
 

Qu. Mark Scheme Marks Additional Guidance 

10  ¿Cuál es lo bueno y lo malo de nuestra dieta 
hoy en día? 

overeating / comfort eating 

wrong foods 

fats 

lifestyles 

lack of exercise and sport 

new technologies 

alcohol 

fast food 

lack of knowledge 

availability and cost 

government campaigns on healthy eating 

 

35  
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Qu. Accept Marks Additional Guidance 

11 ¿Qué aspectos de la moda de hoy te parecen 
más y menos atractivos? ¿ Por qué? 
tattoos 

piercings 

hairstyles 

miniskirts 

baggy pants 

trainers 

grunge 

cosmetics 

some plastic surgery 

copying celebrities 

examples of fashion icons 

35  
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Qu. Accept Marks Notes 

12  En tu opinion, ¿qué tipos de problemas 
existen en las familias de hoy? ¿ Hay 
soluciones? 
money 

pressures on couples 

upbringing of children 

generational conflicts 

monogamy / polygamy 

freedoms 

relationships 

social pressures 

meals 

free-time 

35  

 
 
Mark Ranges and Award of Grades 
 
Grade boundaries and cumulative percentage grades are available on the Results statistics page of the AQA Website. 
 

Convert raw or scaled marks into marks on the Uniform Mark Scale (UMS) by using the link below. 

UMS conversion calculator www.aqa.org.uk/umsconversion. 
 
 
 
 
 

http://web.aqa.org.uk/over/stat.php
http://www.aqa.org.uk/umsconversion

	The assessment objectives will be allocated in the following way.
	Marks
	Response to spoken language
	Response to written language
	Knowledge of grammar
	TOTAL

	AO3
	35
	Qu.
	Accept
	Marks
	Notes
	Qu.
	Accept
	Marks
	Notes
	Qu.
	Accept
	Marks
	Notes
	Qu.
	Accept
	Marks
	Notes
	Qu.
	Accept
	Marks
	Notes
	Qu.
	Accept
	Marks
	Notes
	Qu.
	Accept
	Marks
	Notes
	Qu.
	Accept (in any order)
	Marks
	Notes
	Qu.
	Accept
	Marks
	Notes:
	Qu.
	Accept
	Marks
	Notes:
	Qu.
	Accept
	Marks
	Qu.
	Accept
	Marks
	Qu.
	Accept
	Marks
	Qu.
	Accept
	Marks
	Notes:
	Qu.
	Accept
	Marks
	Qu.
	Accept
	Marks
	Qu.
	Accept
	Marks
	Notes
	Qu.
	Accept
	Marks
	Notes
	Qu.
	Accept
	Marks
	Notes
	Qu.
	Accept
	Marks
	Notes
	Qu.
	Accept
	Marks
	Notes
	Qu.
	Accept
	Marks
	Notes
	Qu.
	Accept
	Marks
	Notes
	Qu.
	Accept
	Marks
	Notes
	Qu.
	Accept
	Marks
	Notes
	Qu.
	Accept
	Marks
	Notes
	Qu.
	Accept
	Marks
	Qu.
	Accept
	Marks
	Qu.
	Accept
	Marks
	Qu.
	Accept
	Marks
	Qu.
	Accept
	Marks
	Qu.
	Accept
	Marks
	Qu.
	Accept
	Marks
	Notes
	Qu.
	Accept
	Marks
	Notes
	Qu.
	Accept
	Marks
	Notes
	Qu.
	Accept
	Marks
	Notes
	Qu.
	Accept
	Marks
	Notes
	Qu.
	Accept
	Marks
	Notes
	Qu.
	Accept
	Marks
	Notes
	Qu.
	Accept
	Marks
	Notes
	Qu.
	Accept
	Marks
	Notes
	Qu.
	Accept
	Marks
	Qu.
	Accept
	Marks
	Qu.
	Accept
	Marks
	Qu.
	Accept
	Marks
	Qu.
	Accept
	Marks
	Qu.
	Accept
	Marks
	Qu.
	Accept
	Marks
	Qu.
	Accept (in this order)
	Marks
	Qu.
	Accept
	Marks
	Notes
	Qu.
	Accept
	Marks
	Notes
	Qu.
	Accept
	Marks
	Notes
	Qu.
	Accept
	Marks
	Notes
	Qu.
	Accept
	Marks
	Notes
	Qu.
	Accept
	Marks
	Notes
	Qu.
	Accept
	Marks
	Notes
	Qu.
	Accept
	Marks
	Notes
	Qu.
	Accept
	Marks
	Notes
	Qu.
	Accept
	Marks
	Notes
	Qu.
	Mark Scheme
	Marks
	Additional Guidance
	Qu.
	Accept
	Marks
	Additional Guidance
	Qu.
	Accept
	Marks
	Notes


	Mark Ranges and Award of Grades



