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INTRODUCTION 
 
The marking schemes which follow were those used by WJEC for the January 2014 
examination in GCE SOCIOLOGY.  They were finalised after detailed discussion at 
examiners' conferences by all the examiners involved in the assessment.  The conferences 
were held shortly after the papers were taken so that reference could be made to the full 
range of candidates' responses, with photocopied scripts forming the basis of discussion.  
The aim of the conferences was to ensure that the marking schemes were interpreted and 
applied in the same way by all examiners. 
 
It is hoped that this information will be of assistance to centres but it is recognised at the 
same time that, without the benefit of participation in the examiners' conferences, teachers 
may have different views on certain matters of detail or interpretation. 
 
WJEC regrets that it cannot enter into any discussion or correspondence about these 
marking schemes. 
 
 
 
 
 
Unit  Page 
   
SY1 ACQUIRING CULTURE 1 
   
SY2 UNDERSTANDING CULTURE 16 
   
SY3 UNDERSTANDING POWER AND CONTROL 32 
   
SY4 UNDERSTANDING SOCIAL DIVISIONS 

 
45 
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GCE SOCIOLOGY 
 

UNIT ONE - ACQUIRING CULTURE 
 

Mark Scheme - January 2014 
 

Judgements remain the responsibility of the markers.  The responsibility for final decisions 
remains with the Chief Examiner for the paper. 
 
Principles underlying the marking: 

 Marking is positive. 

 The full range of the mark scheme will be applied. 
 
 
Mark allocation matrix 
 

Question 
 

Raw marks 
 

AO1 
(55%) 

AO2 
(45%) 

Compulsory    

1(a) 5 3 2 

1(b) 10 5 5 

Optional    

2 or 3 or 4 (a) 15 8 7 

2 or 3 or 4 (b) 30 16 14 

Total 60 32 28 

Weightings 100% 55% 45% 
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Q.1 (a) With reference to the item and your own knowledge, explain the meaning of 
the term social roles. [5] 

 
 Answers should be fully rewarded for accuracy and relevance.   
 
 Candidates may refer to the following 

 The meaning of social roles 

 Role expectations 

 Role conflict 

 Examples of the above 
 
 

Marks  AO1 

3 

There will be relevant points made which identify the meaning of 
the term, displaying a detailed and clear understanding of the 
term including reference to norms and values.  Reference will be 
made to the item. 

2 
There will be some understanding of the term which is illustrated 
through the use of examples. 

1 
There will be basic understanding of the term with 
misunderstanding evident. 

0 No relevant points will be made. 

 
 

Marks  AO2 

2 Detailed understanding is displayed through clear explanation. 

1 There will be some analysis. 

0 No explanations offered. 
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(b) Using material from the item and your own knowledge describe and explain 
 how any two agents of socialisation influence social behaviour [10] 

 
  Answers should focus on the process of socialisation: 

 Expect to accurate use of terms such as 

 Sanctions positive and negative with examples 

 Role models and imitation 

 Examples should be linked to social behaviour 
 

 

Marks  AO1 (5)   AO2 (5) 

 4 - 5 

There are a number of specific, 
correct and relevant points 
made.  

Correct sociological terminology 
will be used in such a way as to 
display explicit knowledge and 
understanding. 

The quality of written 
communication will be good. 

Reference will be made to item. 

Additional sociological 
knowledge will be present. 

Appropriate examples and 
explanations of the processes 
or agencies described will be 
apparent. 

 

Analysis will be explicit. 

2 - 3 

There will be some relevant 
points made. 

Some sociological language 
may be present.  

There may be some errors of 
punctuation, spelling and 
grammar. 

There may be reference to the 
item or additional sociological 
knowledge. 

Some appropriate examples 
and explanations of the 
processes or agencies 
described will be apparent. 

 

Analysis will be implicit. 

1 

There is little evidence of 
sociological content. 

Answers will be common sense 
in approach. 

Limited use of appropriate 
examples and explanations of 
the processes or agencies 
described will be apparent. 
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Families and Culture 
 

Q.2 (a) Outline and explain the influence  [15] 
 
  Answers may refer to 

 Single parent families – Murray 

 Cohabitation – McRae 

 Blended / reconstituted families – Bedell, Allan and Crow 

 Extended families 
 

 AO1 (8)  AO2 (7) 

7 - 8 
Candidates will be able to make 
accurate, appropriate and detailed 
reference to a range of writers, 
research and theory. 
There will be a detailed level of 
knowledge and understanding and this 
will be detailed and wide ranging. 
Candidates will be able to refer to more 
than one area of sociology where 
appropriate. 
Answers will be expressed in 
appropriate sociological language. 
Candidates will be able to make 
accurate and appropriate use of the 
sociological terminology indicated in the 
specifications, showing knowledge and 
understanding of its meaning. 
The quality of written communication is 
very good, with few, if any, errors of 
spelling, punctuation or grammar. 

6 - 7 
Candidates will relate their knowledge 
directly to the question under 
consideration and this link will be 
detailed and explicit. 
References to writers, research and/or 
theory will be explained in detail and 
contextualised. 
Answers will be formally constructed 
with a clear and logical argument. 
Evaluation and/or analysis will be 
detailed and explicit throughout the 
answers. 
The candidate may challenge the terms 
of the question. 
 

5 - 6 
Candidates will be able to make some 
accurate, appropriate reference to 
writers, research or theory. 
There will be some knowledge and 
understanding and this will be detailed 
or wide ranging. 
Candidates may be able to refer to 
more than one area of sociology where 
appropriate. 
Answers will make some use of 
appropriate sociological language. 
Candidates may be able to make some 
use of the sociological terminology 
indicated in the specifications, showing 
some knowledge and understanding of 
its meaning. 
The quality of written communication is, 
for the most part good though there 
may be some errors of spelling, 
punctuation and grammar. 

4 - 5 
Candidates will relate their knowledge 
to the question under consideration but 
the link is likely to be more implicit than 
in band 4. 
References to writers, research or 
theory will have some explanation. 
Answers will have some clarity and 
logical argument. 
Evaluation or analysis is likely to be 
implicit and is unlikely to be present 
throughout the answer. 
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 AO1 (8)  AO2 (7) 

3 - 4 
Candidates will be able to make basic 
references to writers, research or 
theory. 
There will be basic knowledge and 
understanding but this will lack detail 
and will not be wide ranging. 
Candidates will make basic 
references to other areas of 
sociology. 
There will be limited and at times 
inaccurate use of the sociological 
terminology indicated in the 
specifications. 
The quality of written communication 
will be limited with frequent errors of 
punctuation, spelling and grammar. 

2 - 3 
Candidates will make basic links 
between their knowledge and the 
question. 
There will be basic explanation of any 
writers, research or theory referred to. 
Answers will have basic clarity or 
logical argument. 
Any evaluation or analysis will be 
implicit and very limited. 
 
 

1 - 2 
Candidates may rely on anecdotal 
references with few if any references 
to writers, research or theory. 
There will be limited knowledge or 
understanding. 
There will be limited use of 
sociological language. 
The quality of written communication 
will be poor with numerous errors of 
spelling, punctuation and grammar. 

1  
Candidates will make limited links 
between their knowledge and the 
question. 
There will be limited explanation of 
any writers, research or theory. 
There will be limited analysis. 
 

0 
No relevant knowledge or 
understanding displayed. 

0 
No relevant analysis. 
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 (b) Assess sociological explanations of the role of the family in the contemporary 
 UK. 

  [30] 
 There should be a debate/assessment with reference to at least two 

explanations: 
 

 Functionalist 

 New right 

 Marxist  

 Feminist 

 Postmodern 
 

  The best answers will discuss the relevance of the explanation with reference 
to the contemporary UK.  There will be clear assessment/debate 

 

AO1 (16) AO2 (14) 

13 - 16 
Candidates will be able to make 
accurate, appropriate and detailed 
reference to a range of writers, research 
and theory. 
There will be a detailed level of 
knowledge and understanding and this 
will be detailed and wide ranging. 
Candidates will be able to refer to more 
than one area of sociology where 
appropriate. 
Answers will be expressed in 
appropriate sociological language. 
Candidates will be able to make 
accurate and appropriate use of the 
sociological terminology indicated in the 
specifications, showing knowledge and 
understanding of its meaning. 
The quality of written communication is 
very good, with few, if any, errors of 
spelling, punctuation or grammar. 

12 - 14 
Candidates will relate their knowledge 
directly to the question under 
consideration and this link will be 
detailed and explicit. 
References to writers, research and/or 
theory will be explained in detail and 
contextualised. 
Answers will be formally constructed 
with a clear and logical argument. 
Evaluation and/or analysis will be 
detailed and explicit throughout the 
answers. 
The candidate may challenge the terms 
of the question. 
 

9 - 12 
Candidates will be able to make some 
accurate, appropriate reference to 
writers, research or theory. 
There will be some knowledge and 
understanding and this will be detailed 
or wide ranging. 
Candidates may be able to refer to more 
than one area of sociology where 
appropriate. 
Answers will make some use of 
appropriate sociological language. 
Candidates may be able to make some 
use of the sociological terminology 
indicated in the specifications showing 
some knowledge and understanding of 
its meaning. 
The quality of written communication is, 
for the most part good though there may 
be some errors of spelling, punctuation 
and grammar. 

8 - 11 
Candidates will relate their knowledge to 
the question under consideration but the 
link is likely to be more implicit than in 
band 4. 
References to writers, research or 
theory will have some explanation. 
Answers will have some clarity and 
logical argument. 
Evaluation or analysis is likely to be 
implicit and is unlikely to be present 
throughout the answer. 
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AO1 (16) AO2 (14) 

5 - 8 
Candidates will be able to make basic 
references to writers, research or 
theory. 
There will be basic knowledge and 
understanding but this will lack detail 
and will not be wide ranging. 
Candidates will make basic references 
to other areas of sociology. 
There will be limited and at times 
inaccurate use of the sociological 
terminology indicated in the 
specifications. 
The quality of written communication 
will be limited with frequent errors of 
punctuation, spelling and grammar. 

4 - 7 
Candidates will make basic links 
between their knowledge and the 
question. 
There will be basic explanation of any 
writers, research or theory referred to. 
Answers will have basic clarity or 
logical argument. 
Any evaluation or analysis will be 
implicit and very limited. 
 

1 - 4 
Candidates may rely on anecdotal 
references with few if any references 
to writers, research or theory. 
There will be limited knowledge or 
understanding. 
There will be limited use of 
sociological language. 
The quality of written communication 
will be poor with numerous errors of 
spelling, punctuation and grammar. 

1 - 3 
Candidates will make limited links 
between their knowledge and the 
question. 
There will be limited explanation of 
any writers, research or theory. 
There will be limited analysis. 
 

0 
No relevant knowledge or 
understanding displayed. 

0 
No relevant analysis. 
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Youth cultures 
 

Q.3 (a) Outline and explain reasons for the development of neo-tribes.  [15] 
 

  Answers may refer to 

 The fluid identity of youth 

 Decreasing influence of class and gender differences 

 Increased choice of style – music/fashion – linked to globalisation, media 

 Hybrid culture 
 

  Bennett, Thornton, Maffesoli, Hollands and Chatterton 
 

  The emphasis here is on demonstrating knowledge and understanding. 
 

AO1 (8) AO2 (7) 

7 - 8 
Candidates will be able to make 
accurate, appropriate and detailed 
reference to a range of writers, 
research and theory. 
There will be a detailed level of 
knowledge and understanding and 
this will be detailed and wide ranging. 
Candidates will be able to refer to 
more than one area of sociology 
where appropriate. 
Answers will be expressed in 
appropriate sociological language. 
Candidates will be able to make 
accurate and appropriate use of the 
sociological terminology indicated in 
the specifications showing knowledge 
and understanding of its meaning. 
The quality of written communication 
is very good, with few, if any, errors of 
spelling, punctuation or grammar. 

6 - 7 
Candidates will relate their knowledge 
directly to the question under 
consideration and this link will be 
detailed and explicit. 
References to writers, research 
and/or theory will be explained in 
detail and contextualised. 
Answers will be formally constructed 
with a clear and logical argument. 
Evaluation and/or analysis will be 
detailed and explicit throughout the 
answers. 
The candidate may challenge the 
terms of the question. 
 

5 - 6 
Candidates will be able to make some 
accurate, appropriate reference to 
writers, research or theory. 
There will be some knowledge and 
understanding and this will be 
detailed or wide ranging. 
Candidates may be able to refer to 
more than one area of sociology 
where appropriate. 
Answers will make some use of 
appropriate sociological language. 
Candidates may be able to make 
some use of the sociological 
terminology indicated in the 
specifications showing some 
knowledge and understanding of its 
meaning. 
The quality of written communication 
is, for the most part good though 
there may be some errors of spelling, 
punctuation and grammar. 

4 - 5 
Candidates will relate their knowledge 
to the question under consideration 
but the link is likely to be more implicit 
than in band 4. 
References to writers, research or 
theory will have some explanation. 
Answers will have some clarity and 
logical argument. 
Evaluation or analysis is likely to be 
implicit and is unlikely to be present 
throughout the answer. 
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AO1 (8) AO2 (7) 

3 - 4 
Candidates will be able to make basic 
references to writers, research or 
theory. 
There will be basic knowledge and 
understanding but this will lack detail 
and will not be wide ranging. 
Candidates will make basic 
references to other areas of 
sociology. 
There will be limited and at times 
inaccurate use of the sociological 
terminology indicated in the 
specifications. 
The quality of written communication 
will be limited with frequent errors of 
punctuation, spelling and grammar. 

2 - 3 
Candidates will make basic links 
between their knowledge and the 
question. 
There will be basic explanation of any 
writers, research or theory referred to. 
Answers will have basic clarity or 
logical argument. 
Any evaluation or analysis will be 
implicit and very limited. 
 
 

1 - 2 
Candidates may rely on anecdotal 
references with few if any references 
to writers, research or theory. 
There will be limited knowledge or 
understanding. 
There will be limited use of 
sociological language. 
The quality of written communication 
will be poor with numerous errors of 
spelling, punctuation and grammar. 

1  
Candidates will make limited links 
between their knowledge and the 
question. 
There will be limited explanation of 
any writers, research or theory. 
There will be limited analysis. 
 

0 
No relevant knowledge or 
understanding displayed. 

0 
No relevant analysis. 
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(b) Assess sociological explanations of the role of youth sub-cultures. [30] 
 

  There should be a debate/assessment with reference to at least two 
explanations. 

 

 Functionalist 

 Marxist 

 Interactionist 

 Feminist 

 Postmodern 
 

  The best answers will discuss the relevance of the explanations with 
reference to specific youth sub-cultures.  There will be clear assessment 

 

AO1 (16) AO2 (14) 

13 - 16 
Candidates will be able to make 
accurate, appropriate and detailed 
reference to a range of writers, 
research and theory. 
There will be a detailed level of 
knowledge and understanding and this 
will be detailed and wide ranging. 
Candidates will be able to refer to 
more than one area of sociology 
where appropriate. 
Answers will be expressed in 
appropriate sociological language. 
Candidates will be able to make 
accurate and appropriate use of the 
sociological terminology indicated in 
the specifications, showing knowledge 
and understanding of its meaning. 
The quality of written communication is 
very good, with few, if any, errors of 
spelling, punctuation or grammar. 

12 - 14 
Candidates will relate their 
knowledge directly to the question 
under consideration and this link will 
be detailed and explicit. 
References to writers, research 
and/or theory will be explained in 
detail and contextualised. 
Answers will be formally constructed 
with a clear and logical argument. 
Evaluation and/or analysis will be 
detailed and explicit throughout the 
answers. 
The candidate may challenge the 
terms of the question. 
 

9 - 12 
Candidates will be able to make some 
accurate, appropriate reference to 
writers, research or theory. 
There will be some knowledge and 
understanding and this will be detailed 
or wide ranging. 
Candidates may be able to refer to 
more than one area of sociology 
where appropriate. 
Answers will make some use of 
appropriate sociological language. 
Candidates may be able to make 
some use of the sociological 
terminology indicated in the 
specifications showing some 
knowledge and understanding of its 
meaning. 
The quality of written communication 
is, for the most part good though there 
may be some errors of spelling, 
punctuation and grammar. 

8 - 11 
Candidates will relate their 
knowledge to the question under 
consideration but the link is likely to 
be more implicit than in band 4. 
References to writers, research or 
theory will have some explanation. 
Answers will have some clarity and 
logical argument. 
Evaluation or analysis is likely to be 
implicit and is unlikely to be present 
throughout the answer. 
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AO1 (16) AO2 (14) 

5 - 8 
Candidates will be able to make basic 
references to writers, research or 
theory. 
There will be basic knowledge and 
understanding but this will lack detail 
and will not be wide ranging. 
Candidates will make basic references 
to other areas of sociology. 
There will be limited and at times 
inaccurate use of the sociological 
terminology indicated in the 
specifications. 
The quality of written communication 
will be limited with frequent errors of 
punctuation, spelling and grammar. 

4 - 7 
Candidates will make basic links 
between their knowledge and the 
question. 
There will be basic explanation of 
any writers, research or theory 
referred to. 
Answers will have basic clarity or 
logical argument. 
Any evaluation or analysis will be 
implicit and very limited. 
 
 

1 - 4 
Candidates may rely on anecdotal 
references with few if any references 
to writers, research or theory. 
There will be limited knowledge or 
understanding. 
There will be limited use of sociological 
language 
The quality of written communication 
will be poor with numerous errors of 
spelling, punctuation and grammar. 

1 - 3 
Candidates will make limited links 
between their knowledge and the 
question. 
There will be limited explanation of 
any writers, research or theory. 
There will be limited analysis. 
 

0 
No relevant knowledge or 
understanding displayed. 

0 
No relevant analysis. 
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Community and culture 
 
Q.4 (a) Outline and explain the differences between rural and urban communities. 
   [15] 
 
  Answers may refer to  

 Gemeinschaft / Gesellschaft 

 Family forms 

 Kinship networks 

 Status 

 Social control 
 
  The emphasis here is on demonstrating knowledge and understanding. 
 

AO1 (8) AO2 (7) 

7 - 8 
Candidates will be able to make 
accurate, appropriate and detailed 
reference to a range of writers, 
research and theory. 
There will be a detailed level of 
knowledge and understanding and this 
will be detailed and wide ranging. 
Candidates will be able to refer to more 
than one area of sociology where 
appropriate. 
Answers will be expressed in 
appropriate sociological language. 
Candidates will be able to make 
accurate and appropriate use of the 
sociological terminology indicated in the 
specifications, showing knowledge and 
understanding of its meaning. 
The quality of written communication is 
very good, with few, if any, errors of 
spelling, punctuation or grammar. 

6 - 7 
Candidates will relate their knowledge 
directly to the question under 
consideration and this link will be 
detailed and explicit. 
References to writers, research and/or 
theory will be explained in detail and 
contextualised. 
Answers will be formally constructed 
with a clear and logical argument. 
Evaluation and/or analysis will be 
detailed and explicit throughout the 
answers. 
The candidate may challenge the terms 
of the question. 
 

5 - 6 
Candidates will be able to make some 
accurate, appropriate reference to 
writers, research or theory. 
There will be some knowledge and 
understanding and this will be detailed 
or wide ranging. 
Candidates may be able to refer to 
more than one area of sociology where 
appropriate. 
Answers will make some use of 
appropriate sociological language. 
Candidates may be able to make some 
use of the sociological terminology 
indicated in the specifications showing 
some knowledge and understanding of 
its meaning. 
The quality of written communication is, 
for the most part good though there 
may be some errors of spelling, 
punctuation and grammar. 

4 - 5 
Candidates will relate their knowledge 
to the question under consideration but 
the link is likely to be more implicit than 
in band 4. 
References to writers, research or 
theory will have some explanation. 
Answers will have some clarity and 
logical argument. 
Evaluation or analysis is likely to be 
implicit and is unlikely to be present 
throughout the answer. 
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AO1 (8) AO2 (7) 

3 - 4 
Candidates will be able to make basic 
references to writers, research or 
theory. 
There will be basic knowledge and 
understanding but this will lack detail 
and will not be wide ranging. 
Candidates will make basic 
references to other areas of 
sociology. 
There will be limited and at times 
inaccurate use of the sociological 
terminology indicated in the 
specifications. 
The quality of written communication 
will be limited with frequent errors of 
punctuation, spelling and grammar. 

2 - 3 
Candidates will make basic links 
between their knowledge and the 
question. 
There will be basic explanation of any 
writers, research or theory referred to. 
Answers will have basic clarity or 
logical argument. 
Any evaluation or analysis will be 
implicit and very limited. 
 
 

1 - 2 
Candidates may rely on anecdotal 
references with few if any references 
to writers, research or theory. 
There will be limited knowledge or 
understanding. 
There will be limited use of 
sociological language. 
The quality of written communication 
will be poor with numerous errors of 
spelling, punctuation and grammar. 

1 
Candidates will make limited links 
between their knowledge and the 
question. 
There will be limited explanation of 
any writers, research or theory. 
There will be limited analysis. 
 

0 
No relevant knowledge or 
understanding displayed. 

0 
No relevant analysis. 
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(b) Assess sociological explanations of the role communities in the contemporary 
 U.K. [30] 

 

  There should be a debate/assessment with reference to at least two 
explanations. 

 Functionalist 

 Marxist 

 Interactionist 

 Postmodern 
 

  The best answers will discuss the relevance of the explanation with reference 
to specific examples.  There will be clear assessment/debate. 

 

AO1 (16) AO2 (14) 

13 - 16 
Candidates will be able to make 
accurate, appropriate and detailed 
reference to a range of writers, 
research and theory. 
There will be a detailed level of 
knowledge and understanding and 
this will be detailed and wide ranging. 
Candidates will be able to refer to 
more than one area of sociology 
where appropriate. 
Answers will be expressed in 
appropriate sociological language. 
Candidates will be able to make 
accurate and appropriate use of the 
sociological terminology indicated in 
the specifications showing knowledge 
and understanding of its meaning. 
The quality of written communication 
is very good, with few, if any, errors of 
spelling, punctuation or grammar. 

12 - 14 
Candidates will relate their knowledge 
directly to the question under 
consideration and this link will be 
detailed and explicit. 
References to writers, research and/or 
theory will be explained in detail and 
contextualised. 
Answers will be formally constructed 
with a clear and logical argument. 
Evaluation and/or analysis will be 
detailed and explicit throughout the 
answers. 
The candidate may challenge the 
terms of the question. 

9 - 12 
Candidates will be able to make some 
accurate, appropriate reference to 
writers, research or theory. 
There will be some knowledge and 
understanding and this will be detailed 
or wide ranging. 
Candidates may be able to refer to 
more than one area of sociology 
where appropriate. 
Answers will make some use of 
appropriate sociological language. 
Candidates may be able to make 
some use of the sociological 
terminology indicated in the 
specifications showing some 
knowledge and understanding of its 
meaning. 
The quality of written communication 
is, for the most part good though there 
may be some errors of spelling, 
punctuation and grammar. 

8 - 11 
Candidates will relate their knowledge 
to the question under consideration 
but the link is likely to be more implicit 
than in band 4. 
References to writers, research or 
theory will have some explanation. 
Answers will have some clarity and 
logical argument. 
Evaluation or analysis is likely to be 
implicit and is unlikely to be present 
throughout the answer. 
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AO1 (16) AO2 (14) 

5 - 8 
Candidates will be able to make basic 
references to writers, research or 
theory. 
There will be basic knowledge and 
understanding but this will lack detail 
and will not be wide ranging. 
Candidates will make basic 
references to other areas of 
sociology. 
There will be limited and at times 
inaccurate use of the sociological 
terminology indicated in the 
specifications. 
The quality of written communication 
will be limited with frequent errors of 
punctuation, spelling and grammar. 
 

4 - 7 
Candidates will make basic links 
between their knowledge and the 
question. 
There will be basic explanation of any 
writers, research or theory referred to. 
Answers will have basic clarity or 
logical argument. 
Any evaluation or analysis will be 
implicit and very limited. 
 

1 - 4 
Candidates may rely on anecdotal 
references with few if any references 
to writers, research or theory. 
There will be limited knowledge or 
understanding. 
There will be limited use of 
sociological language. 
The quality of written communication 
will be poor with numerous errors of 
spelling, punctuation and grammar. 

1 - 3 
Candidates will make limited links 
between their knowledge and the 
question. 
There will be limited explanation of any 
writers, research or theory. 
There will be limited analysis. 
 

0 
No relevant knowledge or 
understanding displayed. 

0 
No relevant analysis. 
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UNIT TWO: UNDERSTANDING CULTURE 

 
 
 
Judgements remain the responsibility of the markers.  The responsibility for final decisions 
remain with the Chief Examiner for the paper. 

 
Principles underlying marking: 

 Marking is positive. 

 The full range of the mark scheme will be applied. 
 

 
Mark allocation matrix  

 

Question Raw Marks 
AO1 

(55%) 
AO2 

(45%) 

    

1 (a) 10 6 4 

1 (b) 20 12 8 

    

2 or 3 or 4 (a) 20 12 8 

2 or 3 or 4 (b) 40 20 20 

Total 90 50 40 

Weightings 100 % 55 % 45 % 
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Q.1 (a) Using material from the item and elsewhere, fully explain the meaning of the 
term survey. [10] 

 

  Answers should be fully rewarded for accuracy and succinct coverage of any 
relevant points. 

 

  There should be contextualisation of the term with reference to studies 
 

  Candidates may refer to some but not necessarily all of the following: 

 A clear attempt at a definition 

 Reference to the item 

 Reference to other studies and research 

 The variety of different designs for studies 

 Interviewing or administering questionnaires to large numbers of people 

 Attempt to gain similarities, differences, patterns and trends 

 Advantages include the acquisition of data quickly 

 Snapshot in time 

 Avoidance of disadvantages such as bias 

 Quality of survey design 

 Issues of representativeness 

 And any other relevant points 
   
 Responses other than those listed above may be valid and credit worthy if 
 sociological evidence and analysis is present. 

 

Marks AO1 

5 - 6 

At least two strengths are identified and fully explained with reference to 
relevant examples. 
 
Accurate sociological terminology will be used in such a way as to display 
explicit and detailed knowledge and understanding. 
 
Reference will be made to the item and to other relevant studies. 
 
Knowledge may be illustrated with reference to the item. 
 
The quality of written communication will be good. 

3 - 4 

Two strengths are identified and explained with some knowledge and 
understanding evident. 
 
Some sociological language may be present. 
 
There will be reference to the item or additional sociological knowledge. 
 
There may be some errors of punctuation, spelling and grammar. 

1 - 2 
There is basic evidence of sociological knowledge and understanding. 
 
Answers will be common sense in approach. 

0 No relevant knowledge or understanding is present. 

 

Marks AO2 

3 - 4 

Appropriate examples and explanations of the two strengths identified will 
be apparent. 
 
Analysis (explanations) will be explicit. 

1 - 2 

Some appropriate examples and explanations of the strengths identified will 
be apparent but this may be unbalanced. 
 
Analysis will be implicit. 
 

0 No analysis present. 
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(b) With reference to the item and sociological studies, explain the strengths and 
limitations of questionnaires. [20] 

 
 Answers should be fully rewarded for accuracy and succinct coverage of any 

relevant points. 
 
 Note that appropriate development and use of exemplary material can be 

taken as evidence of analysis. 
 
 There should be contextualisation of the term with reference to studies and to 

the item as specified in the question 
 
 Candidates may refer to some but not necessarily all of the following: 

 Defining the term, a pre-written questions which can be administered on 
paper, via the post or the internet or via a structured interview in special 
cases (though structured interviews are generally seen as a different 
methodology) 

 The strengths of questionnaires – this should be explained in the context 
of key methodology concerns such as 
‒ Depth 
‒ Reliability 
‒ Standardisation 
‒ Response rates 
‒ Ease of collation 
‒ Size of samples/representativeness 
‒ Can be analysed through computer designs 

 The weaknesses of questionnaires – this should be explained in the 
context of key methodological concerns such as 
‒ Validity 
‒ Expense of creating and printing 
‒ Lacks depth 
‒ Unintentional bias 
‒ Design issues 
‒ Non-response/representativeness  

 

 All relevant examples and explanations will be credited.  Direct reference 
to relevant studies is necessary for answers to gain the top mark band. 

 
Responses other than those listed above may be valid and credit worthy if 
sociological evidence and analysis is present. 
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AO1 AO2 

10 - 12 
Candidates will be able to make accurate, 
appropriate and detailed reference to a range of 
writers, research and theory. 
There will be a very good level of knowledge 
and understanding and this will be detailed and 
wide ranging. 
Candidates will be able to refer to evidence 
drawn from more than one area of sociology 
where appropriate. 
Answers will be expressed in appropriate 
sociological language. 
Candidates will be able to make accurate and 
appropriate use of the sociological terminology 
indicated in the specifications, showing 
knowledge and understanding of its meaning. 
The quality of written communication is very 
good, with few, if any, errors of spelling, 
punctuation or grammar. 

7 - 8 
Candidates will relate their knowledge directly 
to the question under consideration and this link 
will be detailed and explicit. 
References to writers, research and/or theory 
will be explained in detail and contextualised. 
Answers will be formally constructed with a 
clear and logical argument. 
Evaluation and/or analysis will be detailed and 
explicit throughout the answers. 
The candidate may challenge the terms of the 
question. 
 

6 - 9 
Candidates will be able to make some accurate, 
appropriate reference to writers, research or 
theory. 
There will be some knowledge and 
understanding and this will be detailed or wide 
ranging. 
Candidates may be able to refer to more than 
one area of sociology where appropriate. 
Answers will make some use of appropriate 
sociological language. 
Candidates may be able to make some use of 
the sociological terminology indicated in the 
specifications, showing some knowledge and 
understanding of its meaning. 
The quality of written communication is, for the 
most part good though there may be some 
errors of spelling, punctuation and grammar. 

5 - 6 
Candidates will relate their knowledge to the 
question under consideration but the link is 
likely to be more implicit than in band 4. 
References to writers, research or theory will 
have some explanation. 
Answers will have some clarity and logical 
argument. 
Evaluation or analysis is likely to be implicit and 
is unlikely to be present throughout the answer. 
  

4 - 5 
Candidates will be able to make limited 
reference to writers, research or theory. 
There will be basic knowledge and 
understanding but this will lack detail and will 
not be wide ranging. 
Candidates will make limited references to 
other areas of sociology. 
There will be limited and at times inaccurate 
use of the sociological terminology indicated in 
the specifications. 
The quality of written communication will be 
limited with frequent errors of punctuation, 
spelling and grammar. 

3 - 4 
Candidates will make limited links between their 
knowledge and the question. 
There will be limited explanation of any writers, 
research or theory referred to. 
Answers will have limited clarity or logical 
argument. 
Any evaluation or analysis will be implicit and 
very limited. 
 
 

1 - 3 
Candidates may rely on anecdotal references 
with few if any references to writers, research or 
theory. 
There will be limited knowledge or 
understanding. 
There will be limited use of sociological 
language. 
The quality of written communication will be 
poor with numerous errors of spelling, 
punctuation and grammar. 

1 - 2 
Candidates will make no links between their 
knowledge and the question. 
There will be no explanation of any writers, 
research or theory. 
There will be no evaluation. 
 

0 
No relevant knowledge or understanding 
displayed. 

0 
No relevant analysis. 
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Education 
 
Q.2 (a) Outline and explain the concept of meritocracy in education. [20] 
 

The focus of the answer should be on the concept of meritocracy, probably 
located in theory and with reference to functional theories of education.  
However, reference to meritocratic educational practice such as streaming, 
banding, selection, grammar schools, elite universities or other relevant ideas 
should be credited.  There should be understanding that meritocracy is an 
ideology. 
 

    Candidates will be credited with: 

 A clear attempt to define the term 

 Reference to sociological theory 

 Awareness of the ‘myth of meritocracy’ 

 Competitive notions of education 

 Understanding that the concept has been challenged by writers from a 
variety of sociological traditions 

 Equality of opportunity as the basis of meritocracy 

 Reference to relevant studies, named writers or sociological writing 

 Applied use of examples 

 All relevant examples and explanations will be credited 
 
Response other than those listed above may be valid and credit worthy if 
sociological evidence and analysis is present. 
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AO1 (12) AO2 (8) 

10 – 12 
Candidates will be able to make accurate, 
appropriate and detailed reference to a range 
of writers, research and theory. 
There will be a very good level of knowledge 
and understanding and this will be detailed and 
wide ranging. 
Candidates will be able to refer to more than 
one area of sociology where appropriate. 
Answers will be expressed in appropriate 
sociological language. 
Candidates will be able to make accurate and 
appropriate use of the sociological terminology 
indicated in the specifications, showing 
knowledge and understanding of its meaning. 
The quality of written communication is very 
good, with few, if any, errors of spelling, 
punctuation or grammar. 

7 - 8 
Candidates will relate their knowledge directly 
to the question under consideration and this link 
will be detailed and explicit. 
References to writers, research and/or theory 
will be explained in detail and contextualised. 
Answers will be formally constructed with a 
clear and logical argument. 
Evaluation and/or analysis will be detailed and 
explicit throughout the answers. 
The candidate may challenge the terms of the 
question. 
 

6 – 9 
Candidates will be able to make some 
accurate, appropriate reference to writers, 
research or theory. 
There will be some knowledge and 
understanding and this will be detailed or wide 
ranging. 
Candidates may be able to refer to more than 
one area of sociology where appropriate. 
Answers will make some use of appropriate 
sociological language. 
Candidates may be able to make some use of 
the sociological terminology indicated in the 
specifications, showing some knowledge and 
understanding of its meaning. 
The quality of written communication is, for the 
most part good though there may be some 
errors of spelling, punctuation and grammar. 

5 - 6 
Candidates will relate their knowledge to the 
question under consideration but the link is 
likely to be more implicit than in band 4. 
References to writers, research or theory will 
have some explanation. 
Answers will have some clarity and logical 
argument. 
Evaluation or analysis is likely to be implicit and 
is unlikely to be present throughout the answer. 

4 – 5 
Candidates will be able to make limited 
reference to writers, research or theory. 
There will be basic knowledge and 
understanding but this will lack detail and will 
not be wide ranging. 
Candidates will make limited references to 
other areas of sociology. 
There will be limited and at times inaccurate 
use of the sociological terminology indicated in 
the specifications. 
The quality of written communication will be 
limited with frequent errors of punctuation, 
spelling and grammar. 

3 - 4 
Candidates will make limited links between their 
knowledge and the question. 
There will be limited explanation of any writers, 
research or theory referred to. 
Answers will have limited clarity or logical 
argument. 
Any evaluation or analysis will be implicit and 
very limited. 
 
 

1 – 3 
Candidates may rely on anecdotal references 
with few if any references to writers, research 
or theory. 
There will be limited knowledge or 
understanding. 
There will be limited use of sociological 
language. 
The quality of written communication will be 
poor with numerous errors of spelling, 
punctuation and grammar. 

1 - 2 
Candidates will make no links between their 
knowledge and the question. 
There will be no explanation of any writers, 
research or theory. 
There will be no evaluation. 
 

0 
No relevant knowledge or understanding 
displayed. 

0 
No relevant analysis. 
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(b) Discuss the view that cultural factors may affect educational attainment. [40] 
 

The focus of the answer should be on cultural factors influencing children’s 
educational opportunities.  These may be within schools themselves or 
reflective of wide society.  Answers which limit themselves to discussions of 
ethnicity alone may be narrow, but should be credited if they focus on culture 
and refer to a range of studies.  Candidates should be aware of wider 
patterns of social inequality and the range of theoretical concepts applied to 
cultural explanations.  Reward references to more contemporary explanations 
and research rather than material which is dated.  Answers should be fully 
rewarded for accuracy and succinct coverage of any relevant points. 

 
 Candidates may refer to some but not necessarily all of the following: 

 Althusser and cultural reproduction 

 Socialisation research, for example, Eichler 

 Parsons and transmission of cultural values 

 Bourdieu, habitus and cultural capital 

 Feminism and patriarchy 

 Hidden curriculum 

 Correspondence theory (Bowles and Gintis) 

 Cultural deprivation theories 

 Ethnicity and cultural differences in attitudes to education 

 Class and cultural differences in attitudes to education (deferred and  
 immediate gratification) 

 Reference to recent political, social debate with reference to educational 
 inequality 

 Reference to relevant studies or sociological writing 

 Applied use of examples 

 All relevant examples and explanations will be credited 
 

Responses other than those listed above may be valid and credit worthy if 
sociological evidence and analysis is present. 
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AO1 (20) AO2 (20) 

17 - 20 
 
Candidates will be able to make accurate, 
appropriate and detailed reference to a range of 
writers, research and theory. 
There will be a very good level of knowledge 
and understanding and this will be detailed and 
wide ranging. 
Candidates will be able to refer to more than 
one area of sociology where appropriate. 
Answers will be expressed in appropriate 
sociological language. 
Candidates will be able to make accurate and 
appropriate use of the sociological terminology 
indicated in the specifications, showing 
knowledge and understanding of its meaning. 
The quality of written communication is very 
good, with few, if any, errors of spelling, 
punctuation or grammar. 

17 - 20 
 
Candidates will relate their knowledge directly 
to the question under consideration and this link 
will be detailed and explicit. 
References to writers, research and/or theory 
will be explained in detail and contextualised. 
Answers will be formally constructed with a 
clear and logical argument. 
Evaluation and/or analysis will be detailed and 
explicit throughout the answers. 
The candidate may challenge the terms of the 
question. 
 

11 - 16 
 
Candidates will be able to make some 
accurate, appropriate reference to writers, 
research or theory. 
There will be some knowledge and 
understanding and this will be detailed or wide 
ranging. 
Candidates may be able to refer to more than 
one area of sociology where appropriate. 
Answers will make some use of appropriate 
sociological language. 
Candidates may be able to make some use of 
the sociological terminology indicated in the 
specifications, showing some knowledge and 
understanding of its meaning. 
The quality of written communication is, for the 
most part good though there may be some 
errors of spelling, punctuation and grammar. 

11 - 16 
 
Candidates will relate their knowledge to the 
question under consideration but the link is 
likely to be more implicit than in band 4. 
References to writers, research or theory will 
have some explanation. 
Answers will have some clarity and logical 
argument. 
Evaluation or analysis is likely to be implicit and 
is unlikely to be present throughout the answer. 
  

6 - 10 
Candidates will be able to make limited 
reference to writers, research or theory. 
There will be basic knowledge and 
understanding but this will lack detail and will 
not be wide ranging. 
Candidates will make limited references to 
other areas of sociology. 
There will be limited and at times inaccurate 
use of the sociological terminology indicated in 
the specifications. 
The quality of written communication will be 
limited with frequent errors of punctuation, 
spelling and grammar. 

6 - 10 
Candidates will make limited links between their 
knowledge and the question. 
There will be limited explanation of any writers, 
research or theory referred to. 
Answers will have limited clarity or logical 
argument. 
Any evaluation or analysis will be implicit and 
very limited. 
 
 

1 - 5 
Candidates may rely on anecdotal references 
with few if any references to writers, research or 
theory. 
There will be limited knowledge or 
understanding. 
There will be limited use of sociological 
language. 
The quality of written communication will be 
poor with numerous errors of spelling, 
punctuation and grammar.  

1 - 5 
Candidates will make no links between their 
knowledge and the question. 
There will be no explanation of any writers, 
research or theory. 
There will be no evaluation. 
 

0 
No relevant knowledge or understanding 
displayed. 

0 
No relevant analysis. 
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Religion 
 
Q.3 (a) Outline and explain how religion may be a force for social control. [20] 
 

The focus of the answer will probably be on theories of religion which suggest 
that religion is an agency of social control and theory should be explained 
with clarity.  It is possible that only Marxism is referred to, however 
functionalism and/or feminism is also relevant and so credit all possible 
approaches.  If candidates focus on offering examples, then these should be 
sociological and based on evidence.  Answers should be fully rewarded for 
accuracy and succinct coverage of any relevant points.  Credit should be 
given to an understanding social control, relevant theory and examples. 

 
  Candidates will be credited with: 

 An attempt to define the nature of social control 

 The relationship of religion to social control 

 Functionalism 

 Religion as an inhibitor change 

 Social stability and value consensus 

 Collective conscience 

 Conservative force 

 Marxism 

 Exploitation 

 Oppression 

 Justification for oppressive social structures/conservative forces 

 Mechanisms by which religion may act as a force of social control with 
reference to specific examples 

 Reference to relevant studies or sociological writing 

 Applied use of examples 

 All relevant examples and explanations will be credited 
 

Responses other than those listed above may be valid and credit worthy if 
 sociological evidence and analysis is present 
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AO1 (12) AO2 (8) 

10 - 12 
Candidates will be able to make accurate, 
appropriate and detailed reference to a range of 
writers, research and theory. 
There will be a very good level of knowledge and 
understanding and this will be detailed and wide 
ranging. 
Candidates will be able to refer to more than one 
area of sociology where appropriate. 
Answers will be expressed in appropriate 
sociological language. 
Candidates will be able to make accurate and 
appropriate use of the sociological terminology 
indicated in the specifications, showing 
knowledge and understanding of its meaning. 
The quality of written communication is very 
good, with few, if any, errors of spelling, 
punctuation or grammar. 

7 - 8 
Candidates will relate their knowledge directly to 
the question under consideration and this link 
will be detailed and explicit. 
References to writers, research and/or theory 
will be explained in detail and contextualised. 
Answers will be formally constructed with a clear 
and logical argument. 
Evaluation and/or analysis will be detailed and 
explicit throughout the answers. 
The candidate may challenge the terms of the 
question. 
 

6 - 9 
Candidates will be able to make some accurate, 
appropriate reference to writers, research or 
theory. 
There will be some knowledge and 
understanding and this will be detailed or wide 
ranging. 
Candidates may be able to refer to more than 
one area of sociology where appropriate. 
Answers will make some use of appropriate 
sociological language. 
Candidates may be able to make some use of 
the sociological terminology indicated in the 
specifications, showing some knowledge and 
understanding of its meaning. 
The quality of written communication is, for the 
most part good though there may be some 
errors of spelling, punctuation and grammar. 

5 - 6 
Candidates will relate their knowledge to the 
question under consideration but the link is likely 
to be more implicit than in band 4. 
References to writers, research or theory will 
have some explanation. 
Answers will have some clarity and logical 
argument. 
Evaluation or analysis is likely to be implicit and 
is unlikely to be present throughout the answer. 

4 - 5 
Candidates will be able to make limited 
reference to writers, research or theory. 
There will be basic knowledge and 
understanding but this will lack detail and will not 
be wide ranging. 
Candidates will make limited references to other 
areas of sociology. 
There will be limited and at times inaccurate use 
of the sociological terminology indicated in the 
specifications. 
The quality of written communication will be 
limited with frequent errors of punctuation, 
spelling and grammar. 

3 - 4 
Candidates will make limited links between their 
knowledge and the question. 
There will be limited explanation of any writers, 
research or theory referred to. 
Answers will have limited clarity or logical 
argument. 
Any evaluation or analysis will be implicit and 
very limited. 
 
 

1 - 3 
Candidates may rely on anecdotal references 
with few if any references to writers, research or 
theory. 
There will be limited knowledge or 
understanding. 
There will be limited use of sociological 
language. 
The quality of written communication will be poor 
with numerous errors of spelling, punctuation 
and grammar. 

1 – 2 
Candidates will make no links between their 
knowledge and the question. 
There will be no explanation of any writers, 
research or theory. 
There will be no evaluation. 
 

0 
No relevant knowledge or understanding 
displayed. 

0 
No relevant analysis. 
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(b) Discuss the view that religion practice in the UK is changing. [40] 
 

The focus of the response should be recognising that this question refers to  
secularisation debate as well as specifically referring to changes to organised  
religion.  There is room for discussion of spirituality, and growth of NAM and 
NRM.   
 
Marks will be awarded on the quality and application of the evidence used.   
candidates should be aware of patterns of social change and some recent 
political debates.  Answers should be fully rewarded  accuracy and succinct 
coverage of any relevant points. 
 
Candidates may refer to some but not necessarily all of the following: 

 Loss of attendance at formal religious institutions 

 Decline of significance of organised religion in ceremonial events 
(weddings, baptisms) 

 Loss of role of religion in the public sphere and growth of secular society 

 Shiner and institutional disengagement 

 Multiculturalism 

 Spirituality 

 The Kendal project 

 Religious pluralism 

 Significance of religion in wider society (charities, Salvation Army, BBC 
and religious broadcasting) 

 Ecumenical movements and responses to social change 

 Private worship 

 Belief but not belonging 

 Post modernist views such a Pick and Mix and spiritual shopping 

 Reference to recent political, social or public debate 

 Reference to relevant studies or sociological writing 

 Applied use of examples 

 All relevant examples and explanations will be credited 
 
 Responses other than those listed above may be valid and credit worthy if 

sociological evidence and analysis is present. 
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AO1 (20) AO2 (20) 

17 - 20 
Candidates will be able to make accurate, 
appropriate and detailed reference to a range of 
writers, research and theory. 
There will be a very good level of knowledge and 
understanding and this will be detailed and wide 
ranging. 
Candidates will be able to refer to more than one 
area of sociology where appropriate. 
Answers will be expressed in appropriate 
sociological language. 
Candidates will be able to make accurate and 
appropriate use of the sociological terminology 
indicated in the specifications, showing knowledge 
and understanding of its meaning. 
The quality of written communication is very good, 
with few, if any, errors of spelling, punctuation or 
grammar. 

17 - 20 
Candidates will relate their knowledge directly to 
the question under consideration and this link will 
be detailed and explicit. 
References to writers, research and/or theory will 
be explained in detail and contextualised. 
Answers will be formally constructed with a clear 
and logical argument. 
Evaluation and/or analysis will be detailed and 
explicit throughout the answers. 
The candidate may challenge the terms of the 
question. 
 

11 - 16 
Candidates will be able to make some accurate, 
appropriate reference to writers, research or 
theory. 
There will be some knowledge and understanding 
and this will be detailed or wide ranging. 
Candidates may be able to refer to more than one 
area of sociology where appropriate. 
Answers will make some use of appropriate 
sociological language. 
Candidates may be able to make some use of the 
sociological terminology indicated in the 
specifications, showing some knowledge and 
understanding of its meaning. 
The quality of written communication is, for the 
most part good though there may be some errors 
of spelling, punctuation and grammar. 

11 - 16 
Candidates will relate their knowledge to the 
question under consideration but the link is likely 
to be more implicit than in band 4. 
References to writers, research or theory will have 
some explanation. 
Answers will have some clarity and logical 
argument. 
Evaluation or analysis is likely to be implicit and is 
unlikely to be present throughout the answer. 
 

6 - 10 
Candidates will be able to make limited reference 
to writers, research or theory. 
There will be basic knowledge and understanding 
but this will lack detail and will not be wide 
ranging. 
Candidates will make limited references to other 
areas of sociology. 
There will be limited and at times inaccurate use 
of the sociological terminology indicated in the 
specifications. 
The quality of written communication will be 
limited with frequent errors of punctuation, spelling 
and grammar. 

6 - 10 
Candidates will make limited links between their 
knowledge and the question. 
There will be limited explanation of any writers, 
research or theory referred to. 
Answers will have limited clarity or logical 
argument. 
Any evaluation or analysis will be implicit and very 
limited. 
 
 

1 - 5 
Candidates may rely on anecdotal references with 
few if any references to writers, research or 
theory. 
There will be limited knowledge or understanding. 
There will be limited use of sociological language. 
The quality of written communication will be poor 
with numerous errors of spelling, punctuation and 
grammar.  

1 - 5 
Candidates will make no links between their 
knowledge and the question. 
There will be no explanation of any writers, 
research or theory. 
There will be no evaluation. 
 

0 
No relevant knowledge or understanding 
displayed. 

0 
No relevant analysis. 
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Mass Media 
 
Q.4 (a) Outline and explain the concept of media consumption. [20] 
 

The focus of the answer should be on the idea that we are constantly 
bombarded by media messaging and cannot avoid media because it is 
ubiquitous.  It is impossible to avoid media messages because of the 
aggressive nature of media selling.  Reference to different  
media types should be credited.  Answers should be fully rewarded for 
accuracy and succinct coverage of any relevant points.  Credit should be 
given to an understanding of the role the technology, visual impression, social 
significance of media forms and output and any other relevant points.  
 
Candidates will be credited with: 

 A clear definition of the media 

 A definition of media saturation as encompassing the sheer volume to 
which we are exposed 

 Mediated culture where the media reflect and create culture 

 Availability of media and media technology 

 Targeting of media products 

 Growth of internet 

 Processes of socialisation 

 Limited effects theory (people choose exposure) 

 Class dominant theory (media represent powerful interest groups) 

 Reference to relevant studies or sociological writing 

 Applied use examples 

 All relevant examples and explanations will be credited 
 
  Responses other than those listed above may be valid and credit worthy if 

sociological evidence and analysis is present. 
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AO1 (12) AO2 (8) 

10 - 12 
Candidates will be able to make accurate, 
appropriate and detailed reference to a range of 
writers, research and theory. 
There will be a very good level of knowledge and 
understanding and this will be detailed and wide 
ranging. 
Candidates will be able to refer to more than one 
area of sociology where appropriate. 
Answers will be expressed in appropriate 
sociological language. 
Candidates will be able to make accurate and 
appropriate use of the sociological terminology 
indicated in the specifications, showing 
knowledge and understanding of its meaning. 
The quality of written communication is very 
good, with few, if any, errors of spelling, 
punctuation or grammar. 

7 - 8 
Candidates will relate their knowledge directly to 
the question under consideration and this link 
will be detailed and explicit. 
References to writers, research and/or theory 
will be explained in detail and contextualised. 
Answers will be formally constructed with a clear 
and logical argument. 
Evaluation and/or analysis will be detailed and 
explicit throughout the answers. 
The candidate may challenge the terms of the 
question. 
 

6 - 9 
Candidates will be able to make some accurate, 
appropriate reference to writers, research or 
theory. 
There will be some knowledge and 
understanding and this will be detailed or wide 
ranging. 
Candidates may be able to refer to more than 
one area of sociology where appropriate. 
Answers will make some use of appropriate 
sociological language. 
Candidates may be able to make some use of 
the sociological terminology indicated in the 
specifications, showing some knowledge and 
understanding of its meaning. 
The quality of written communication is, for the 
most part good though there may be some 
errors of spelling, punctuation and grammar. 

5 - 6 
Candidates will relate their knowledge to the 
question under consideration but the link is likely 
to be more implicit than in band 4. 
References to writers, research or theory will 
have some explanation. 
Answers will have some clarity and logical 
argument. 
Evaluation or analysis is likely to be implicit and 
is unlikely to be present throughout the answer. 

4 - 5 
Candidates will be able to make limited 
reference to writers, research or theory. 
There will be basic knowledge and 
understanding but this will lack detail and will not 
be wide ranging. 
Candidates will make limited references to other 
areas of sociology. 
There will be limited and at times inaccurate use 
of the sociological terminology indicated in the 
specifications. 
The quality of written communication will be 
limited with frequent errors of punctuation, 
spelling and grammar. 

3 - 4 
Candidates will make limited links between their 
knowledge and the question. 
There will be limited explanation of any writers, 
research or theory referred to. 
Answers will have limited clarity or logical 
argument. 
Any evaluation or analysis will be implicit and 
very limited. 
 
 

1 - 3 
Candidates may rely on anecdotal references 
with few if any references to writers, research or 
theory. 
There will be limited knowledge or 
understanding. 
There will be limited use of sociological 
language. 
The quality of written communication will be poor 
with numerous errors of spelling, punctuation 
and grammar. 

1 – 2 
Candidates will make no links between their 
knowledge and the question. 
There will be no explanation of any writers, 
research or theory. 
There will be no evaluation. 
 

0 
No relevant knowledge or understanding 
displayed. 

0 
No relevant analysis. 
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(b) Discuss Marxist views of the control of mass media.  [40] 
 
 

The focus of the answer should be on power and control. This may be with  
reference to audience theory or to conspiracy theories and cultural effects.  
Marking should be based on the quality of evidence and the depth of analysis 
that is displayed in the answer.  Candidates should use contemporary studies 
to support line of debate. 

 

 Ideology and transmission of culture 

 The Frankfurt school 

 Althusser 

 Gramscia and hegemony 

 Stuart Hall 

 Strengths of Marxist theory 

 Criticisms of Marxist theory 

 Properties and multi-nationals 

 References to alternative theories but applied to Marxist views of the 
media 

 Reference to ownership with wide ranging examples 

 Reference to relevant studies or sociological writing 

 Applied use of examples 

 All relevant examples and explanations will be credited 

 

Responses other than those listed above may be valid and credit worthy if 
sociological evidence and analysis is present. 
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AO1 (20) AO2 (20) 

17 - 20 
Candidates will be able to make accurate, 
appropriate and detailed reference to a range of 
writers, research and theory. 
There will be a very good level of knowledge and 
understanding and this will be detailed and wide 
ranging. 
Candidates will be able to refer to more than one 
area of sociology where appropriate. 
Answers will be expressed in appropriate 
sociological language. 
Candidates will be able to make accurate and 
appropriate use of the sociological terminology 
indicated in the specifications, showing knowledge 
and understanding of its meaning. 
The quality of written communication is very good, 
with few, if any, errors of spelling, punctuation or 
grammar. 

17 - 20 
Candidates will relate their knowledge directly to 
the question under consideration and this link will 
be detailed and explicit. 
References to writers, research and/or theory will 
be explained in detail and contextualised. 
Answers will be formally constructed with a clear 
and logical argument. 
Evaluation and/or analysis will be detailed and 
explicit throughout the answers. 
The candidate may challenge the terms of the 
question. 
 

11 - 16 
Candidates will be able to make some accurate, 
appropriate reference to writers, research or 
theory. 
There will be some knowledge and understanding 
and this will be detailed or wide ranging. 
Candidates may be able to refer to more than one 
area of sociology where appropriate. 
Answers will make some use of appropriate 
sociological language. 
Candidates may be able to make some use of the 
sociological terminology indicated in the 
specifications, showing some knowledge and 
understanding of its meaning. 
The quality of written communication is, for the 
most part good though there may be some errors 
of spelling, punctuation and grammar. 

11 - 16 
Candidates will relate their knowledge to the 
question under consideration but the link is likely 
to be more implicit than in band 4. 
References to writers, research or theory will have 
some explanation. 
Answers will have some clarity and logical 
argument. 
Evaluation or analysis is likely to be implicit and is 
unlikely to be present throughout the answer. 
 

6 - 10 
Candidates will be able to make limited reference 
to writers, research or theory. 
There will be basic knowledge and understanding 
but this will lack detail and will not be wide 
ranging. 
Candidates will make limited references to other 
areas of sociology. 
There will be limited and at times inaccurate use 
of the sociological terminology indicated in the 
specifications. 
The quality of written communication will be 
limited with frequent errors of punctuation, spelling 
and grammar. 

6 - 10 
Candidates will make limited links between their 
knowledge and the question. 
There will be limited explanation of any writers, 
research or theory referred to. 
Answers will have limited clarity or logical 
argument. 
Any evaluation or analysis will be implicit and very 
limited. 
 

1 - 5 
Candidates may rely on anecdotal references with 
few if any references to writers, research or 
theory. 
There will be limited knowledge or understanding. 
There will be limited use of sociological language. 
The quality of written communication will be poor 
with numerous errors of spelling, punctuation and 
grammar.  

1 - 5 
Candidates will make no links between their 
knowledge and the question. 
There will be no explanation of any writers, 
research or theory. 
There will be no evaluation. 
 

0 
No relevant knowledge or understanding 
displayed. 

0 
No relevant analysis. 
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GCE SOCIOLOGY - SY3 
 

UNIT THREE - UNDERSTANDING POWER AND CONTROL 
 
 
 
Judgements remain the responsibility of the markers.  The responsibility for final decisions 
remain with the Chief Examiner for the paper. 

 
Principles underlying marking: 

 Marking is positive. 

 The full range of the mark scheme will be applied. 
 
 
Mark allocation matrix  
 

 Raw marks AO1 (45%) AO2 (55%) 

Paper Total 60 28 32 

Total 60   

Weightings 100 % 45 % 55 % 
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Option 1: Understanding Crime 
 

 
Compulsory question: 
 
Q.1 Outline and explain what is meant by surveillance. [15]  
 

The focus of the answer should be on a definition and explanation of surveillance. 
Answers should be fully rewarded for accuracy and succinct coverage of relevant  
points. Credit should be given to an understanding of relevant sociologists, theories  
and examples.  
 
Candidates will be credited with: 
 A clear definition of surveillance 
 Reference to sociologists such as Foucault 
 Reference to relevant studies or sociological writing  
 Applied use of examples CCTV, Internet, Media, prisons. 
 All relevant examples and explanations will be credited 
 Left/Right realism 
 
Responses other than those listed above may be valid and credit worthy. 
 

  

Marks AO1 

12-15 
There will be detailed and accurate knowledge and understanding of 
surveillance.  This will be demonstrated in a detailed description.  
Answers in this band will have depth and breadth. 

8-11 
There will be some knowledge and understanding of the patterns of 
surveillance.  Answers in this band will have depth or breadth. 

4-7 
There will be basic knowledge and understanding of the patterns of 
surveillance.  Answers may lack depth and breadth. 

1-3 
Limited accurate knowledge or understanding will be present and 
the answer is likely to be vague and/or disorganised. 

0 No knowledge and understanding. 
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EITHER: 
 
Q.2 Evaluate functionalist explanation of crime and deviance.  [45] 

 
Answers should make reference to functionalist explanations of crime and deviance. 
Competing explanations of crime and deviance such as Marxism, interactionism and 
left and right realism are likely to be considered. Descriptive accounts of 
functionalism and/or functionalist explanations of crime and deviance and of 
alternative explanations will not be highly rewarded. High order skills of analysis and 
evaluation are weighted in this assessment so that high level success can only be 
achieved through the demonstration of these skills. Well supported lines of 
discussion will be rewarded.  

 
Candidates may refer to some but not necessarily all of the following: 

 An explanation of functionalist explanations of crime and deviance 

 Durkheim  

 Merton 

 Sub-cultural explanations of crime and deviance 

 Althusser  

 Croall 

 Interactionism 

 Left and right realism 

 Reference to relevant studies or sociological writing  

 Applied use of examples 

 All relevant examples and explanations will be credited 
 
Responses other than those listed above may be valid and credit worthy. 
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OR: 
 
Q.3 Discuss sociological theories of white collar and corporate crimes.  [45] 
 

The focus of the answer should be on sociological theories of white collar and 
corporate crimes. Answers may make reference to occupational crime, corporate 
crime and state crime. The focus of the discussion will be on sociological theories of 
white collar and crimes. Descriptive accounts of sociological theories of white collar 
and corporate crimes and of alternative views will not be highly rewarded. High order 
skills of analysis and evaluation are weighted in this assessment so that high level 
success can only be achieved through the demonstration of these skills. Well 
supported lines of discussion will be rewarded.  
 
Candidates may refer to some but not necessarily all of the following: 

 The distinction between types of white collar crimes – occupational, corporate 
 and state 

 Marxist theories of white collar and corporate crimes 

 Snider 

 Merton and strain theory  

 Subcultural theories of white collar crimes 

 Sutherland 

 Hughes and Langan 

 Croall 

 Gordon  

 Selective law enforcement  

 Reference to relevant studies or sociological writing  

 Applied use of examples 

 All relevant examples and explanations will be credited 
 
Responses other than those listed above may be valid and credit worthy.   
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AO1 (13) AO2 (32) 

11 - 13 
Candidates will be able to make specific, 
explicit and detailed reference to a range of 
writers, research and theory.  Much of this 
material will have explicit sociological 
content. 
Answers will be expressed in appropriate 
sociological language showing knowledge 
and understanding.  
The quality of written communication is very 
good, with few, if any, errors of spelling, 
punctuation or grammar. 

25 - 32 
Candidates will relate answers directly to 
the question under consideration and this 
link will be explicit. 
Essays will be formally constructed with a 
clear and logical argument. 
Evaluation and analysis will be explicit 
throughout the answers. 
Candidates will be able to make regular and 
explicit use of the correct analytical and/or 
evaluative language showing knowledge 
and understanding of its meaning. 
Candidates will be able to make explicit 
reference to the question under 
consideration. 
The candidate may challenge the terms of 
the question. 

8 - 10 
There will be some knowledge of writers and 
theory which will be explicit and accurate. 
Answers will use some sociological 
language.  This will be applied correctly. 
The quality of written communication is, for 
the most part good though there may be 
some errors of spelling, punctuation and 
grammar. 

18 - 24 
Candidates will relate some knowledge to 
the question under consideration but the link 
is likely to be implicit. 
Some evaluation and analysis of writers or 
theory will be present. 
Evaluation may not be present throughout 
the answer. 
Candidates will be able to demonstrate 
some logical argument and discussion. 

5 - 7 
Candidates will be able to make basic 
references  to either writers, concepts, 
research evidence and/or theory. 
The writers, theories of evidence will be 
described accurately but will lack depth and 
breadth. 
Candidates will be able to use sociological 
terms correctly for the most part but there 
may be inaccuracies. 
The quality of written communication will be 
limited with frequent errors of punctuation, 
spelling and grammar. 

10 - 17 
There will be basic knowledge used and 
there will be an implicit focus on the 
question. 
There will be basic analysis and/or 
evaluation and only limited reference to any 
writers or theory. 
Evaluation will be basic and likely to be 
implicit or characterised by juxtaposition. 
Answers are likely to lack cohesion and/or 
logical argument. 

1 - 4 
Answers are likely to be limited and 
anecdotal with few if any references to 
writers, research or theory. 
There will be very little accurate knowledge 
or understanding. 
There will be very little use of sociological 
language. 
The quality of written communication will be 
poor with numerous errors of spelling, 
punctuation and grammar. 

1 - 9 
There will be very limited analysis or 
evaluation present. 
There may be rubric errors. 
Candidates make limited reference to the 
terms of the question. 
Candidates make limited use of analytical 
language. 

0 
No relevant knowledge or understanding 
displayed. 

0 
No relevant analysis. 
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Option 2: Understanding Politics 
 
Compulsory question: 
 
Q.4 Outline and explain what is meant by power.  [15] 
 

The focus of the answer should be on a definition and explanation of what is meant 
by power. Answers should be fully rewarded for accuracy and succinct coverage of 
relevant points. Credit should be given to an understanding of relevant sociologists, 
theories and examples.  
 

 Candidates will be credited with: 
 A clear definition of power 
 Reference to one or more sociologists such as Weber, Parsons, Mills, Lukes and 

Foucault 
 Reference to relevant studies or sociological writing  
 Applied use of examples 
 All relevant examples and explanations will be credited 
  

 Responses other than those listed above may be valid and credit worthy  
 

 

Marks AO1 

12-15 
There will be detailed and accurate knowledge and understanding of 
the term ‘power’.  This will be demonstrated in a detailed 
description.  Answers in this band will have depth and breadth. 

8-11 
There will be some knowledge and understanding of the term 
‘power’.  Answers in this band will have depth or breadth. 

4-7 
There will be basic knowledge and understanding of the term 
‘power’.  Answers may lack depth and breadth. 

1-3 
Limited accurate knowledge or understanding will be present and 
the answer is likely to be vague and/or disorganised. 

0 No knowledge or understanding. 
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EITHER: 
 
Q.5 Evaluate theories of partisan dealignment.  [45] 
 

The focus of the answer should be on theories of partisan dealignment. Answers may  
make reference to more than one theoretical perspective in the discussion of  
dealignment. Descriptive accounts of theories of partisan dealignment and of  
alternative views will not be highly rewarded. High order skills of analysis and  
evaluation are weighted in this assessment so that high level success can only be  
achieved through the demonstration of these skills. Well supported lines of  
discussion will be rewarded.  
 
 
Candidates may refer to some but not necessarily all of the following: 

 Explanations of de-alignment 

 Crewe and Sarlvik 

 Relationship between class de-alignment and partisan de-alignment 

 Partisan alignment  

 Social class and voting patterns  

 Butler and Stokes 

 Political socialisation  

 Mckenzie and Silver  

 Reference to relevant studies or sociological writing  

 Applied use of examples 

 All relevant examples and explanations will be credited 
 
Responses other than those listed above may be valid and credit worthy. 
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OR: 
 
Q.6 Discuss the view that direct political action is a form of resistance and rebellion. [45] 
 

The focus of the answer should be on direct political action as a form of resistance 
and rebellion. Answers should make reference to a range of direct political action.  
Descriptive accounts of direct political action and of alternative views will not be  
highly rewarded. High order skills of analysis and evaluation are weighted in this  
assessment so that high level success can only be achieved through the  
demonstration of these skills. Well supported lines of discussion will be rewarded. 
 
Candidates may refer to some but not necessarily all of the following: 

 Political actions such as a voting, demonstrations, occupations and urban 
disorder 

 Political action as a form of resistance and rebellion 

 Marxist explanations of political action 

 Taylor, Walton and Young 

 Gilroy 

 Conservative explanations of political action including the work of Murray 

 Liberal explanations – including reference to Scarman Report 

 Bachrach and Baratz 

 Cashmore 

 Back 

 NSM’s 

 Feminist explanations  

 Reference to relevant studies or sociological writing  

 Applied use of examples  

 All relevant examples and explanations will be credited  
 
Responses other than those listed above may be valid and credit worthy. 
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AO1 (13) AO2 (32) 

11 - 13 
Candidates will be able to make specific, 
explicit and detailed reference to a range of 
writers, research and theory.  Much of this 
material will have explicit sociological content. 
Answers will be expressed in appropriate 
sociological language showing knowledge and 
understanding.  
The quality of written communication is very 
good, with few, if any, errors of spelling, 
punctuation or grammar. 

25 - 32 
Candidates will relate answers directly to 
the question under consideration and this 
link will be explicit. 
Essays will be formally constructed with a 
clear and logical argument. 
Evaluation and analysis will be explicit 
throughout the answers. 
Candidates will be able to make regular and 
explicit use of the correct analytical and/or 
evaluative language showing knowledge 
and understanding of its meaning. 
Candidates will be able to make explicit 
reference to the question under 
consideration. 
The candidate may challenge the terms of 
the question. 

8 - 10 
There will be some knowledge of writers and 
theory which will be explicit and accurate. 
Answers will use some sociological language.  
This will be applied correctly. 
The quality of written communication is, for the 
most part good though there may be some 
errors of spelling, punctuation and grammar. 

18 - 24 
Candidates will relate some knowledge to 
the question under consideration but the link 
is likely to be implicit. 
Some evaluation and analysis of writers or 
theory will be present. 
Evaluation may not be present throughout 
the answer. 
Candidates will be able to demonstrate 
some logical argument and discussion. 

5 - 7 
Candidates will be able to make basic 
references to either writers, concepts, 
research evidence and/or theory. 
The writers, theories of evidence will be 
described accurately but will lack depth and 
breadth. 
Candidates will be able to use sociological 
terms correctly for the most part but there may 
be inaccuracies. 
The quality of written communication will be 
limited with frequent errors of punctuation, 
spelling and grammar. 

10 - 17 
There will be basic knowledge used and 
there will be an implicit focus on the 
question. 
There will be basic analysis and/or 
evaluation and only limited reference to any 
writers or theory. 
Evaluation will be basic and likely to be 
implicit or characterised by juxtaposition. 
Answers are likely to lack cohesion and/or 
logical argument. 

1 - 4 
Answers are likely to be limited and anecdotal 
with few if any references to writers, research 
or theory. 
There will be very little accurate knowledge or 
understanding. 
There will be very little use of sociological 
language. 
The quality of written communication will be 
poor with numerous errors of spelling, 
punctuation and grammar. 

1 - 9 
There will be very limited analysis or 
evaluation present. 
There may be rubric errors. 
Candidates make limited reference to the 
terms of the question. 
Candidates make limited use of analytical 
language. 

0 
No relevant knowledge or understanding 
displayed. 

0 
No relevant analysis. 
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OPTION 3: UNDERSTANDING HEATH AND DISABILITY 
 

 
Compulsory question: 
 
 
Q.7      Outline and explain what is meant by iatrogenesis. [15] 
 

The focus of the answer should be on a definition and explanation of iatrogenesis.  
Answers should be fully rewarded for accuracy and succinct coverage of relevant  
points. Credit should be given to an understanding of the different types of  
iatrogenesis and to an understanding of relevant sociologists, theories and examples.  
 
Candidates will be credited with: 
 A clear definition of iatrogenesis 
 Reference to medical iatrogenesis 
 Reference to other types of iatrogenesis such as social iatrogenesis 
 Reference to sociologists such as Illich 
 Reference to relevant studies or sociological writing  
 Applied use of examples 
 All relevant examples and explanations will be credited 
 
Responses other than those listed above may be valid and credit worthy.   
 
 

Marks AO1 

12-15 

There will be detailed and accurate knowledge and understanding of 
the meaning of the term ‘epidemiology’.  This will be demonstrated 
in a detailed description.  Answers in this band will have depth and 
breadth. 

8-11 
There will be some knowledge and understanding of the meaning of 
the term ‘epidemiology’.  Answers in this band will have depth or 
breadth. 

4-7 
There will be basic knowledge and understanding of the meaning of 
the term ‘epidemiology’.  Answers may lack depth and breadth. 

1-3 
Limited accurate knowledge or understanding will be present and 
the answer is likely to be vague and/or disorganised. 

0 No knowledge and understanding. 
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EITHER: 
 
Q.8 Evaluate sociological explanations of gender inequalities in health and illness in the 

contemporary UK. [45] 
 
The focus of the answer should be on sociological explanations of gender 
inequalities in health and illness in the contemporary UK. Answer may make 
reference to feminist explanations as well as cultural, materialist, artefact and social 
selection as explanations for gender inequalities in health and illness. Descriptive 
accounts of explanations of gender inequalities in health and illness and of 
alternative views will not be highly rewarded. High order skills of analysis and 
evaluation are weighted in this assessment so that high level success can only be 
achieved through the demonstration of these skills. Well supported lines of 
discussion will be rewarded. 

 
Candidate may refer to some but not necessarily all of the following: 

 Feminist explanations of gender inequalities in health and illness including liberal 
feminism, Marxist feminism and radical feminism 

 Graham 

 Annandale 

 Pascal  

 Doyal 

 Materialist explanation of gender inequalities in health and illness 

 Blaxter 

 Popay and Bartley 

 Reference to cultural, artefact and social selection as explanations 

 The intersection of gender, class, ethnicity and age 

 Reference to recent political, social or public debate regarding gender 
inequalities in health and illness 

 Reference to relevant studies or sociological writing  

 Applied use of examples 

 All relevant examples and explanations will be credited 
 
Responses other than those listed above may be valid and credit worthy.  
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OR: 
 
Q.9 Discuss the role of health professionals in the contemporary UK.  [45] 

 
The focus of the answer should be on the role of health professionals in the 
contemporary UK. Descriptive accounts of the role of health professionals and of 
alternative views will not be highly rewarded. High order skills of analysis and 
evaluation are weighted in this assessment so that high level success can only be 
achieved through the demonstration of these skills. Well supported lines of 
discussion will be rewarded. 
 
Candidates may refer to some but not necessarily all of the following: 

 An understanding of the role of health professionals in the contemporary UK 

 Functionalist explanations  

 Parsons and the sick role 

 Weberian explanation 

 Friedson  

 Turner 

 Marxist approach 

 Doyal 

 Navarro 

 Feminists’ explanations of the role of health professionals 

 Foucault  

 Reference to recent political, social or public debate regarding the role of health 
professionals 

 Reference to relevant studies or sociological writing  

 Applied use of examples 

 All relevant examples and explanations will be credited 
 
Responses other than those listed above may be valid and credit worthy. 
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AO1 (13) AO2 (32) 

11 - 13 
Candidates will be able to make specific, 
explicit and detailed reference to a range of 
writers, research and theory.  Much of this 
material will have explicit sociological content. 
Answers will be expressed in appropriate 
sociological language showing knowledge and 
understanding.  
The quality of written communication is very 
good, with few, if any, errors of spelling, 
punctuation or grammar. 

25 - 32 
Candidates will relate answers directly to the 
question under consideration and this link will 
be explicit. 
Essays will be formally constructed with a 
clear and logical argument. 
Evaluation and analysis will be explicit 
throughout the answers. 
Candidates will be able to make regular and 
explicit use of the correct analytical and/or 
evaluative language showing knowledge and 
understanding of its meaning. 
Candidates will be able to make explicit 
reference to the question under consideration. 
The candidate may challenge the terms of the 
question. 

8 - 10 
There will be some knowledge of writers and 
theory which will be explicit and accurate. 
Answers will use some sociological language.  
This will be applied correctly. 
The quality of written communication is, for 
the most part good though there may be some 
errors of spelling, punctuation and grammar. 

18 - 24 
Candidates will relate some knowledge to the 
question under consideration but the link is 
likely to be implicit. 
Some evaluation and analysis of writers or 
theory will be present. 
Evaluation may not be present throughout the 
answer. 
Candidates will be able to demonstrate some 
logical argument and discussion. 

5 - 7 
Candidates will be able to make basic 
references to either writers, concepts, 
research evidence and/or theory. 
The writers, theories of evidence will be 
described accurately but will lack depth and 
breadth. 
Candidates will be able to use sociological 
terms correctly for the most part but there may 
be inaccuracies. 
The quality of written communication will be 
limited with frequent errors of punctuation, 
spelling and grammar. 

10 - 17 
There will be basic knowledge used and there 
will be an implicit focus on the question. 
There will be basic analysis and/or evaluation 
and only limited reference to any writers or 
theory. 
Evaluation will be basic and likely to be 
implicit or characterised by juxtaposition. 
Answers are likely to lack cohesion and/or 
logical argument. 

1 - 4 
Answers are likely to be limited and anecdotal 
with few if any references to writers, research 
or theory. 
There will be very little accurate knowledge or 
understanding. 
There will be very little use of sociological 
language. 
The quality of written communication will be 
poor with numerous errors of spelling, 
punctuation and grammar. 

1 - 9 
There will be very limited analysis or 
evaluation present. 
There may be rubric errors. 
Candidates make limited reference to the 
terms of the question. 
Candidates make limited use of analytical 
language. 

0 
No relevant knowledge or understanding 
displayed. 

0 
No relevant analysis. 
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SY4 : UNDERSTANDING SOCIAL DIVISIONS 

 
Judgements remain the responsibility of the markers. The responsibility for final decisions 
remains with the Chief Examiner for the paper. 
 
Principles underlying the marking: 

 Marking is positive 

 The full range of the mark scheme will be applied 
 
 
Mark allocation matrix 
 

Question Raw marks 
AO1 

(45%) 
AO2 

(55%) 

    

(Compulsory) 1  40 24 16 

2 or 3 or 4 or 5 (a) 20 8 12 

2 or 3 or 4 or 5 (b) 30 13 17 

Total 90   

Weightings 100% 45% 55% 
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Q.1  (Compulsory) 
 
 (a) Identify and explain two reasons why the researches decided not to use 

unstructured interviews as a method in their research [10] 
 
  Validity, detail, the nature of the research topic 
 

Marks AO1 

8-10 
Two methodologically sound reasons will be identified, with 
detailed reasons clearly explained. 

5-7 Two reasons will be identified, with some explanations offered. 

3-4 
There will be basic understanding of the reasons why the 
method was chosen, with two reasons offered. 

1-2 
There will be limited understanding of the reasons, there will be 
limited understanding. 

0 No relevant points will be made.  
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 (b)  As an A Level Sociology student you have been asked to design a research 
project to collect quantitative data on the extent of night time violence in your 
town.  Your sample should be representative of people living in your area   

   [30] 
 

 Outline each stage of your research design explaining the reasons for your 
choices at each stage. 

 Identify some of the problems that may occur and their impact on the 
quality of the data collected. 

 
Candidates should make their choices, justify their research design and 
identify potential problems in the light of: 

 Ethics 

 Validity 

 Reliability 

 Practical considerations 

 Generalisability 

 Representativeness 
 
Methods could be unstructured interviews, focus groups or observation 
Expect to see a framework which might consider some or all of the following 
stages: 
Secondary research 
Operationalisation   
Sample population  must include 
Sampling technique ditto 
Choice of method  ditto 
Ethical issues ditto 
Practical issues  
Analysis of data 
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AO1 (14) AO2 (16) 

12 – 14 
 
Candidates will demonstrate their knowledge 
and understanding through detailed and 
accurate reference to a range of 
methodological terminology. 
Their research designs will be logical, 
demonstrating sound knowledge and 
understanding of research procedures. 
The quality of written communication is very 
good, with few, if any, errors of spelling, 
punctuation or grammar. 

13 - 16 
 
Candidates will relate designs directly to the 
design brief under consideration and this link 
will be explicit. 
Designs will be justified in relation to key 
methodological considerations of reliability, 
validity, objectivity, representativeness, 
generalisability and ethics. 
There will be detailed explanation of the 
problems likely to be encountered and their 
impact on the data collected. 

8 – 11 
 
Candidates will demonstrate their knowledge 
and understanding through accurate 
reference to some methodological 
terminology. 
The research design will show some 
knowledge and understanding of research 
procedures. 
The quality of written communication is, for 
the most part good though there may be 
some errors of spelling, punctuation and 
grammar. 

9 - 12 
 
Candidates will show some link between the 
design and the design brief. 
Designs will provide some justification in 
relation to reliability, validity, objectivity, 
representativeness, generalisability and 
ethics. 
There will be some identification of problems 
associated with the design with some 
reference to their impact. 
 

5 – 7 
 
There will be some attempt at constructing a 
research design. 
Candidates will be able to use basic 
sociological terms correctly.  
The quality of written communication will be 
limited with frequent errors of punctuation, 
spelling and grammar. 

5 - 8 
 
Candidates will show basic links between 
the design and the design brief. 
Designs will provide a basic justification in 
relation to reliability, validity, objectivity, 
representativeness, generalisability and 
ethics. 
 
Basic attempts at analysis and/or evaluation 
will be apparent. 

1 – 4 
 
Candidates may offer a very simplistic 
design with gaps in knowledge and 
understanding. 
Candidates will offer limited use of 
sociological language. 
The quality of written communication will be 
poor with numerous errors of spelling, 
punctuation and grammar. 

1 - 4 
 
Candidates make limited reference to the 
design brief. 
There will be limited reference to key 
methodological issues. 
Candidates make limited use of analytical 
language. 

0 
No relevant knowledge or understanding 
displayed. 

0 
No relevant analysis. 
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UNDERSTANDING WORLD SOCIOLOGY 
 
EITHER: 
 
Q.2 (a)  Identify two areas of life, one from the developing and one from the 

developed world where there is gender inequality.  Illustrate your answer with 
reference to evidence from each area identified [20] 

 
  Answers should cite evidence from 2 areas e.g. education, health, work and 

pay, crime and deviance or any other suitable area. 
  Typical areas for the Developed work might be education, health, work and 

pay or crime and deviance 
  From the Developing World examples and evidence of exploitation 
 
  In the Developing World evidence reflecting inequalities between ethnic 

groups may come from: 
  Work and pay, education, health 
  In each case actual research evidence or statistics are required. 
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AO1 (8) AO2 (12) 

7 – 8 
 
Candidates will be able to make specific, 
explicit and detailed reference to a range 
of evidence. Much of this material will 
have explicit sociological content. 
Answers will be expressed in appropriate 
sociological language showing knowledge 
and understanding.  
The quality of written communication is 
very good, with few, if any, errors of 
spelling, punctuation or grammar. 

10 - 12 
Candidates will relate answers directly to 
the question under consideration and this 
link will be explicit. 
There will be detailed analysis of the 
evidence identified. 
Analysis will be explicit throughout the 
answers. 
Candidates will be able to make regular 
and explicit use of correct analytical 
language showing knowledge and 
understanding of its meaning. 
 
Candidates will be able to make explicit 
reference to the question under 
consideration. 
 

5 – 6 
There will be some knowledge of evidence 
demonstrated. 
Answers will use some sociological 
language. This will be applied correctly. 
 
The quality of written communication is, 
for the most part good though there may 
be some errors of spelling, punctuation 
and grammar. 

6 – 9 
Candidates will relate some knowledge to 
the question under consideration but the 
link is likely to be implicit. 
Some analysis of the evidence identified 
will be present. 
Analysis may not be present throughout 
the answer. 
 

3 – 4 
Candidates will be able to make basic 
references to evidence but any identified 
will lack depth and breadth. 
Candidates will be able to use basic 
sociological terms correctly for the most 
part but there may be inaccuracies.  
The quality of written communication will 
be limited with frequent errors of 
punctuation, spelling and grammar. 

4 – 5 
There will be basic reference to evidence. 
Analysis of the evidence identified will be 
basic and likely to be implicit. 
Answers are likely to lack cohesion. 
 

1 – 2 
Answers are likely to be limited and 
anecdotal with few if any references to 
evidence. 
There will be very limited accurate 
knowledge or understanding. 
There will be limited use of sociological 
language.  
The quality of written communication will 
be poor with numerous errors of spelling, 
punctuation and grammar. 

1 – 3 
There will be limited if any analysis 
present. 
There may be rubric errors. 
 
Candidates make limited use of analytical 
language. 

0 
No relevant knowledge or understanding 
displayed. 

0 
No relevant analysis. 
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(b)  Evaluate the usefulness of sociological explanations for the inequalities faced by people living 
in the developing world. [30]  

  

AO1 (13) AO2 (17) 

11 – 13 
 
Candidates will be able to make specific, 
explicit and detailed reference to a range of 
writers, research and theory. Much of this 
material will have explicit sociological content. 
Answers will be expressed in appropriate 
sociological language showing knowledge and 
understanding.  
The quality of written communication is very 
good, with few, if any, errors of spelling, 
punctuation or grammar. 

13 – 17 
Candidates will relate answers directly to the 
question under consideration and this link will 
be explicit. 
Essays will be formally constructed with a 
clear and logical argument. 
Evaluation and analysis will be explicit 
throughout the answers. 
Candidates will be able to make regular and 
explicit use of the correct analytical and/or 
evaluative language showing knowledge and 
understanding of its meaning. 
 
Candidates will be able to make explicit 
reference to the question under 
consideration. 
The candidate may challenge the terms of the 
question. 

8 – 10 
There will be some knowledge of writers and 
theory which will be explicit and accurate. 
Answers will use some sociological language. 
This will be applied correctly. 
 
The quality of written communication is, for the 
most part good though there may be some 
errors of spelling, punctuation and grammar. 

8 - 12 
Candidates will relate some knowledge to the 
question under consideration but the link is 
likely to be implicit. 
Some evaluation and analysis of writers or 
theory will be present. 
Evaluation may not be present throughout the 
answer. 
Candidates will be able to demonstrate some 
logical argument and discussion. 

4 - 7  
Candidates will be able to make basic 
references to either writers, concepts, research 
evidence and/or theory.  
The writers, theories of evidence will be 
described accurately but will lack depth and 
breadth. 
Candidates will be able to use sociological 
terms correctly for the most part but there may 
be inaccuracies.  
The quality of written communication will be 
limited with frequent errors of punctuation, 
spelling and grammar. 

5 - 7 
There will be basic knowledge used and there 
will be an implicit focus on the question. 
There will be basic analysis and/or evaluation 
and only limited reference to any writers or 
theory. 
Evaluation will be basic and likely to be 
implicit or characterised by juxtaposition. 
Answers are likely to lack cohesion and/or 
logical argument. 
 

1 – 3 
Answers are likely to be anecdotal with few if 
any references to writers, research or theory. 
There will be very limited accurate knowledge 
or understanding. 
There will be very limited use of sociological 
language.  
The quality of written communication will be 
poor with numerous errors of spelling, 
punctuation and grammar. 

1 - 4 
There will be very limited analysis or 
evaluation present. 
There may be rubric errors. 
Candidates make limited reference to the 
terms of the question. 
Candidates make limited use of analytical 
language. 

0 
No relevant knowledge or understanding 
displayed. 

0 
No relevant analysis. 
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OR: 
 

Q.3 (a) Identify two areas of life, one from the developing and one from the developed world 
where there is ethnic inequality.  Illustrate your answer with reference to evidence 
from each area identified. [20] 

 

  Ethnic inequalities in education, crime and deviance, health at work and pay in the 
UK In the Developing Word evidence reflecting inequalities may come from: 

  Work and pay, education, health 
  In case actual research evidence or statistics are required 
 

AO1 (8) AO2 (12) 

7 - 8 
Candidates will be able to make specific, 
explicit and detailed reference to a range of 
evidence. Much of this material will have 
explicit sociological content. 
Answers will be expressed in appropriate 
sociological language showing knowledge 
and understanding.  
The quality of written communication is very 
good, with few, if any, errors of spelling, 
punctuation or grammar. 

10 - 12 
Candidates will relate answers directly 
to the question under consideration and 
this link will be explicit. 
There will be detailed analysis of the 
evidence identified. 
Analysis will be explicit throughout the 
answers. 
Candidates will be able to make regular 
and explicit use of correct analytical 
language showing knowledge and 
understanding of its meaning. 
 
Candidates will be able to make explicit 
reference to the question under 
consideration. 
 

5 - 6 
There will be some knowledge of evidence 
demonstrated. 
Answers will use some sociological 
language. This will be applied correctly. 
 
The quality of written communication is, for 
the most part good though there may be 
some errors of spelling, punctuation and 
grammar. 

6 - 9 
Candidates will relate some knowledge 
to the question under consideration but 
the link is likely to be implicit. 
Some analysis of the evidence identified 
will be present. 
Analysis may not be present throughout 
the answer. 
 

3 - 4 
Candidates will be able to make basic 
references to evidence but any identified will 
lack depth and breadth. 
Candidates will be able to use basic 
sociological terms correctly for the most part 
but there may be inaccuracies.  
The quality of written communication will be 
limited with frequent errors of punctuation, 
spelling and grammar. 

4 - 5 
There will be basic reference to 
evidence. 
Analysis of the evidence identified will 
be basic and likely to be implicit. 
Answers are likely to lack cohesion. 
 

1 - 2 
Answers are likely to be limited and 
anecdotal with few if any references to 
evidence. 
There will be very limited accurate knowledge 
or understanding. 
There will be limited use of sociological 
language.  
The quality of written communication will be 
poor with numerous errors of spelling, 
punctuation and grammar. 

1 - 3 
There will be limited if any analysis 
present. 
There may be rubric errors. 
 
Candidates make limited use of 
analytical language. 

0 
No relevant knowledge or understanding 
displayed. 

0 
No relevant analysis. 

  



© WJEC CBAC Ltd. 

53 

 

Q.3 (b)  Evaluate the view that the inequalities faced by people in the developing world are 
caused by ethnocentrism. [30] 

 

AO1 (13) AO2 (17) 

11 - 13 
Candidates will be able to make specific, 
explicit and detailed reference to a range of 
writers, research and theory. Much of this 
material will have explicit sociological content. 
Answers will be expressed in appropriate 
sociological language showing knowledge and 
understanding.  
The quality of written communication is very 
good, with few, if any, errors of spelling, 
punctuation or grammar. 

13 - 17 
Candidates will relate answers directly to 
the question under consideration and this 
link will be explicit. 
Essays will be formally constructed with a 
clear and logical argument. 
Evaluation and analysis will be explicit 
throughout the answers. 
Candidates will be able to make regular 
and explicit use of the correct analytical 
and/or evaluative language showing 
knowledge and understanding of its 
meaning. 
Candidates will be able to make explicit 
reference to the question under 
consideration 
The candidate may challenge the terms of 
the question. 

8 - 10 
There will be some knowledge of writers and 
theory which will be explicit and accurate. 
Answers will use some sociological language. 
This will be applied correctly. 
 
The quality of written communication is, for 
the most part good though there may be some 
errors of spelling, punctuation and grammar. 

8 - 12 
Candidates will relate some knowledge to 
the question under consideration but the 
link is likely to be implicit. 
Some evaluation and analysis of writers or 
theory will be present. 
Evaluation may not be present throughout 
the answer. 
Candidates will be able to demonstrate 
some logical argument and discussion. 

4 - 7  
Candidates will be able to make basic 
references to either writers, concepts, 
research evidence and/or theory.  
The writers, theories of evidence will be 
described accurately but will lack depth and 
breadth. 
Candidates will be able to use sociological 
terms correctly for the most part but there may 
be inaccuracies.  
The quality of written communication will be 
limited with frequent errors of punctuation, 
spelling and grammar. 

5 - 7 
There will be basic knowledge used and 
there will be an implicit focus on the 
question. 
There will be basic analysis and/or 
evaluation and only limited reference to 
any writers or theory. 
Evaluation will be basic and likely to be 
implicit or characterised by juxtaposition. 
Answers are likely to lack cohesion and/or 
logical argument. 
 

1 - 3 
Answers are likely to be anecdotal with few if 
any references to writers, research or theory. 
There will be very limited accurate knowledge 
or understanding. 
There will be very limited use of sociological 
language.  
The quality of written communication will be 
poor with numerous errors of spelling, 
punctuation and grammar. 

1 - 4 
There will be very limited analysis or 
evaluation present. 
There may be rubric errors. 
Candidates make limited reference to the 
terms of the question. 
Candidates make limited use of analytical 
language. 

0 
No relevant knowledge or understanding 
displayed. 

0 
No relevant analysis. 
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UNDERSTANDING SOCIAL INEQUALITY 

 
EITHER: 
 
Q.4 (a)  Identify two areas of life in the contemporary UK where there is evidence of 

class inequality.  Illustrate your answer with reference to appropriate evidence 
from each area identified. [20] 

   
  Answers should identify two areas such as: 
   

Education low levels of success and rates of participation in 
some socio economic groups  
 

Crime and deviance patterns and stats relating to social class, white 
collar crime 

Health inequalities relating to social class patterns of 
morbidity and mortality  
 

In each case research evidence or statistics need to cited  
 

  



© WJEC CBAC Ltd. 

55 

AO1 (8) AO2 (12) 

7 - 8 
 
Candidates will be able to make specific, 
explicit and detailed reference to a range 
of evidence. Much of this material will have 
explicit sociological content. 
Answers will be expressed in appropriate 
sociological language showing knowledge 
and understanding.  
The quality of written communication is 
very good, with few, if any, errors of 
spelling, punctuation or grammar. 

10 - 12 
Candidates will relate answers directly to 
the question under consideration and this 
link will be explicit. 
There will be detailed analysis of the 
evidence identified. 
Analysis will be explicit throughout the 
answers. 
Candidates will be able to make regular 
and explicit use of correct analytical 
language showing knowledge and 
understanding of its meaning. 
 
Candidates will be able to make explicit 
reference to the question under 
consideration. 
 

5 - 6 
There will be some knowledge of evidence 
demonstrated. 
Answers will use some sociological 
language. This will be applied correctly. 
 
The quality of written communication is, for 
the most part good though there may be 
some errors of spelling, punctuation and 
grammar. 

6 - 9 
Candidates will relate some knowledge to 
the question under consideration but the 
link is likely to be implicit. 
Some analysis of the evidence identified 
will be present. 
Analysis may not be present throughout 
the answer. 
 

3 - 4 
Candidates will be able to make basic 
references to evidence but any identified 
will lack depth and breadth. 
Candidates will be able to use basic 
sociological terms correctly for the most 
part but there may be inaccuracies.  
The quality of written communication will 
be limited with frequent errors of 
punctuation, spelling and grammar. 

4 - 5 
There will be basic reference to evidence. 
Analysis of the evidence identified will be 
basic and likely to be implicit. 
Answers are likely to lack cohesion. 
 

1 - 2 
Answers are likely to be limited and 
anecdotal with few if any references to 
evidence. 
There will be very limited accurate 
knowledge or understanding. 
There will be limited use of sociological 
language.  
The quality of written communication will 
be poor with numerous errors of spelling, 
punctuation and grammar. 

1 - 3 
There will be limited if any analysis 
present. 
There may be rubric errors. 
 
Candidates make limited use of analytical 
language. 

0 
No relevant knowledge or understanding 
displayed. 

0 
No relevant analysis. 
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(b)  Evaluate the usefulness of Sociological explanations for class inequalities in 
the contemporary UK. [30] 

 

AO1 (13) AO2 (17) 

11 - 13 
Candidates will be able to make specific, 
explicit and detailed reference to a range 
of writers, research and theory. Much of 
this material will have explicit sociological 
content. 
Answers will be expressed in appropriate 
sociological language showing knowledge 
and understanding.  
The quality of written communication is 
very good, with few, if any, errors of 
spelling, punctuation or grammar. 

13 - 17 
Candidates will relate answers directly to 
the question under consideration and this 
link will be explicit. 
Essays will be formally constructed with a 
clear and logical argument. 
Evaluation and analysis will be explicit 
throughout the answers. 
Candidates will be able to make regular and 
explicit use of the correct analytical and/or 
evaluative language showing knowledge 
and understanding of its meaning. 
Candidates will be able to make explicit 
reference to the question under 
consideration. 
The candidate may challenge the terms of 
the question. 

8 - 10 
There will be some knowledge of writers 
and theory which will be explicit and 
accurate. 
Answers will use some sociological 
language. This will be applied correctly. 
 
The quality of written communication is, 
for the most part good though there may 
be some errors of spelling, punctuation 
and grammar. 

8 - 12 
Candidates will relate some knowledge to 
the question under consideration but the 
link is likely to be implicit. 
Some evaluation and analysis of writers or 
theory will be present. 
Evaluation may not be present throughout 
the answer. 
Candidates will be able to demonstrate 
some logical argument and discussion. 

4 -7  
Candidates will be able to make basic 
references to either writers, concepts, 
research evidence and/or theory. 
The writers, theories of evidence will be 
described accurately but will lack depth 
and breadth. 
Candidates will be able to use 
sociological terms correctly for the most 
part but there may be inaccuracies.  
The quality of written communication will 
be limited with frequent errors of 
punctuation, spelling and grammar. 

5 - 7 
There will be basic knowledge used and 
there will be an implicit focus on the 
question. 
There will be basic analysis and/or 
evaluation and only limited reference to any 
writers or theory. 
Evaluation will be basic and likely to be 
implicit or characterised by juxtaposition. 
Answers are likely to lack cohesion and/or 
logical argument. 
 

1 - 3 
Answers are likely to be anecdotal with 
few if any references to writers, research 
or theory. 
There will be very limited accurate 
knowledge or understanding. 
There will be very limited use of 
sociological language.  
The quality of written communication will 
be poor with numerous errors of spelling, 
punctuation and grammar. 

1 - 4 
There will be very limited analysis or 
evaluation present. 
There may be rubric errors. 
Candidates make limited reference to the 
terms of the question. 
Candidates make limited use of analytical 
language. 

0 
No relevant knowledge or understanding 
displayed. 

0 
No relevant analysis. 
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OR: 
 
Q.5 (a) Identify two areas of life in the contemporary UK where there is evidence of 

ethnic inequality.  Illustrate your answer with reference to appropriate 
evidence from each area identified. [20] 

 
  Any two areas but there must be reference to at least two pieces of evidence 

for each area identified for the answer to get into band 4 for AO1. 
   
  Popular areas may be: 
   

Education labelling, attainment, classroom studies 
Crime Stop and search, institutional racism 
Work and Pay recruitment practices (Jenkins) horizontal/vertical 

segregation of jobs 
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AO1 (8) AO2 (12) 

7 - 8 
Candidates will be able to make specific, 
explicit and detailed reference to a range 
of evidence. Much of this material will have 
explicit sociological content. 
Answers will be expressed in appropriate 
sociological language showing knowledge 
and understanding.  
The quality of written communication is 
very good, with few, if any, errors of 
spelling, punctuation or grammar. 

10 - 12 
Candidates will relate answers directly to 
the question under consideration and this 
link will be explicit. 
There will be detailed analysis of the 
evidence identified. 
Analysis will be explicit throughout the 
answers. 
Candidates will be able to make regular 
and explicit use of correct analytical 
language showing knowledge and 
understanding of its meaning. 
 
Candidates will be able to make explicit 
reference to the question under 
consideration. 
 

5 - 6 
There will be some knowledge of evidence 
demonstrated. 
Answers will use some sociological 
language. This will be applied correctly. 
The quality of written communication is, for 
the most part good though there may be 
some errors of spelling, punctuation and 
grammar. 

6 - 9 
Candidates will relate some knowledge to 
the question under consideration but the 
link is likely to be implicit. 
Some analysis of the evidence identified 
will be present. 
Analysis may not be present throughout 
the answer. 
 

3 - 4 
Candidates will be able to make basic 
references to evidence but any identified 
will lack depth and breadth. 
Candidates will be able to use basic 
sociological terms correctly for the most 
part but there may be inaccuracies.  
The quality of written communication will 
be limited with frequent errors of 
punctuation, spelling and grammar. 

4 - 5 
There will be basic reference to evidence. 
Analysis of the evidence identified will be 
basic and likely to be implicit. 
Answers are likely to lack cohesion. 
 

1 - 2 
Answers are likely to be limited and 
anecdotal with few if any references to 
evidence. 
There will be very limited accurate 
knowledge or understanding. 
There will be limited use of sociological 
language.  
The quality of written communication will 
be poor with numerous errors of spelling, 
punctuation and grammar. 

1 - 3 
There will be limited if any analysis 
present. 
There may be rubric errors. 
 
Candidates make limited use of analytical 
language. 

0 
No relevant knowledge or understanding 
displayed. 

0 
No relevant analysis. 
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 (b)  Evaluate the view that ethnic inequality is caused by institutional racism. [30] 
 

 

AO1 (13) AO2 (17) 

11 – 13 
 
Candidates will be able to make specific, 
explicit and detailed reference to a range 
of writers, research and theory. Much of 
this material will have explicit sociological 
content. 
Answers will be expressed in appropriate 
sociological language showing knowledge 
and understanding.  
The quality of written communication is 
very good, with few, if any, errors of 
spelling, punctuation or grammar. 

13 - 17 
Candidates will relate answers directly to 
the question under consideration and this 
link will be explicit. 
Essays will be formally constructed with a 
clear and logical argument. 
Evaluation and analysis will be explicit 
throughout the answers. 
Candidates will be able to make regular 
and explicit use of the correct analytical 
and/or evaluative language showing 
knowledge and understanding of its 
meaning. 
Candidates will be able to make explicit 
reference to the question under 
consideration. 
The candidate may challenge the terms of 
the question. 

8 - 10 
There will be some knowledge of writers 
and theory which will be explicit and 
accurate. 
Answers will use some sociological 
language. This will be applied correctly. 
 
The quality of written communication is, for 
the most part good though there may be 
some errors of spelling, punctuation and 
grammar. 

8 - 12 
Candidates will relate some knowledge to 
the question under consideration but the 
link is likely to be implicit. 
Some evaluation and analysis of writers or 
theory will be present. 
Evaluation may not be present throughout 
the answer. 
Candidates will be able to demonstrate 
some logical argument and discussion. 

4 - 7  
Candidates will be able to make basic 
references to either writers, concepts, 
research evidence and/or theory.  
The writers, theories of evidence will be 
described accurately but will lack depth 
and breadth. 
Candidates will be able to use sociological 
terms correctly for the most part but there 
may be inaccuracies.  
The quality of written communication will 
be limited with frequent errors of 
punctuation, spelling and grammar. 

5 - 7 
There will be basic knowledge used and 
there will be an implicit focus on the 
question. 
There will be basic analysis and/or 
evaluation and only limited reference to 
any writers or theory. 
Evaluation will be basic and likely to be 
implicit or characterised by juxtaposition. 
Answers are likely to lack cohesion and/or 
logical argument. 
 

1 - 3 
Answers are likely to be anecdotal with 
few if any references to writers, research 
or theory. 
There will be very limited accurate 
knowledge or understanding. 
There will be very limited use of 
sociological language.  
The quality of written communication will 
be poor with numerous errors of spelling, 
punctuation and grammar. 

1 - 4 
There will be very limited analysis or 
evaluation present. 
There may be rubric errors. 
Candidates make limited reference to the 
terms of the question. 
Candidates make limited use of analytical 
language. 

0 
No relevant knowledge or understanding 
displayed. 

0 
No relevant analysis. 
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