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Compulsory

1. Look at the item below and answer the following questions.

Gang leader for a day

Venkatesh, a Sociologist, was a student in Chicago who was fascinated 
by life on the most deprived housing estates and tried to study how 
people lived. He began his study by attempting quantitative research 
but this was not effective.

He then decided to conduct an ethnographic study and began to ‘hang 
out’ with a gang, the Black Kings. He interviewed people at all levels 
and participated in the life of the group. Eventually, he was allowed 
to act as gang leader for one day by the gang captain and became a 
full participant observer in the group. While the gang talked to him 
in detail, other people on the housing estates avoided him and his 
questions.

(Adapted from Gang Leader for a Day by Sudhir Venkatesh)

Using material from the item and elsewhere, explain the full meaning of the term 
ethnographic study. [10]

With reference to the item and sociological studies, identify and assess the strengths 
and weaknesses of participant observation. [20]
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Choose one question from the following options.

Either,

2.
Education

Describe and explain functions of the education system. [20]

Discuss explanations of differences in gender attainment in education within the 
UK. [40]

Or,

3.
Religion

Describe and explain characteristics of New Religious Movements (NRM). [20]

Discuss whether religion acts as a form of control over women. [40]

Or,

4.
Mass Media

Describe and explain the characteristics of moral panics. [20]

Discuss explanations of the effects of the mass media on audiences. [40]

© WJEC CBAC Ltd.

2 1

2 2

3 1

3 2

4 1

4 2


