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Introduction 

Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the 

examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates.  

The reports will include a general commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects 

examined in the questions and highlight good performance and where performance could be improved. 

A selection of candidate answers is also provided. The reports will also explain aspects which caused 

difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor examination 

technique, or any other identifiable and explainable reason. 

Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to 

highlight, these questions have not been included in the report. 

A full copy of the question paper and the mark scheme can be downloaded from OCR. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Would you prefer a Word version?  

Did you know that you can save this PDF as a Word file using Acrobat Professional?  

Simply click on File > Export to and select Microsoft Word 

(If you have opened this PDF in your browser you will need to save it first. Simply right click anywhere on 
the page and select Save as . . . to save the PDF. Then open the PDF in Acrobat Professional.) 

If you do not have access to Acrobat Professional there are a number of free applications available that 
will also convert PDF to Word (search for PDF to Word converter). 
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Paper 2 series overview 

The vast majority of candidates this year were able to access the majority of questions. There were a 

few non-responses, with the majority understanding the command words within each set question. With 

the exception of Question 2, the majority of students had an understanding of the knowledge required for 

each question. Structure was on the whole good this year. 

As in previous years, candidates seemed to spend longer on Section A at the expense of Section B, 

which resulted in the extended essay lacking the depth and breadth required to achieve top band marks. 

Handwriting was an issue for a small number of candidates, illegible handwriting can lead to a lack of 

clarity and leads to an inability for the examiner to identify sociological evidence and to understand what 

the candidate is attempting to argue. It would make sense for centres to review handwriting before 

examinations and to put access arrangements in place such as word processing to make sure that 

candidates work can be interpreted in the correct way. 

Key point call out (change this to a relevant heading for your key point) 

In order to fully develop knowledge and demonstrate understanding, candidates need to explain why the 
sociological evidence they are using supports their idea.  

Paragraphing is of particular importance in extended essays, as they can help to make clear distinctions 
between arguments for and against by using new paragraph’s and signposting. 

 

Assessment for learning 

 

For plenary tasks, set an extended essay question for students to plan. Ask them to write 3 

bullet points (3 for and 3 against) outlining what they could include in an essay. 

 

Candidates who did well on this paper 

generally: 

Candidates who did less well on this paper 

generally:  

• detailed explanations of sociological evidence 
focused on the specifics of the question 

• included accurate use of sociological 
evidence. 

• clearly structured extended essays. 

• did not plan their time, which was more likely 
to impact on Section B 

• did not write clearly 

• lacked structure to extended essays 

• did not have an understanding of the full 
question (see Question 2 comments) 

• did not use sociological evidence accurately. 

• copied out the source rather than engaging 
with the material. 
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Section A overview 

This section contains four compulsory questions which refer to either source A or B. In Question 3 and 

Question 4, to reach the higher mark bands, candidates are expected to use methodological evidence 

and/or perspectives such as validity and reliability. There has been improvement in structure and 

knowledge of methodologies overall. Some candidates continue to refer to alternative methodologies or 

sociological research, there is no requirement to do this. 

 

Question 1 

Question 1 demonstrated clear differentiation with the full range of marks being applied. There were  

candidates who were unable to read data tables accurately. For instance, the ‘unpaid hours’ were 

deemed to be linked to paid jobs rather than to ‘unpaid hours’ in the household. Also there were many 

candidates stating ‘approximately 4 hours’ instead of exact numbers. More practice on this type of 

question would be useful to demonstrate to students how to lift exact data. As in previous years, 

candidates were still offering reasons for their conclusions wasting time on a 4 mark question as there 

were no marks for this. 

The majority of candidates were able to identify clear patterns and trends from the data and support this 

with accurate data. It is useful to clearly signpost each pattern or trend. For example ‘one trend is …’   

and ‘a second pattern is …’   

Candidates did not need to write large chunks of information for this question.  

Assessment for learning 

 

Use a range of quantitative and qualitative data extracts as starters when introducing new 
topics. This could be done as a round robin exercise where candidates have a different piece 
of data and then have to describe one conclusion, pass it on to the next candidate, who then 
has to support that conclusion with accurate data from the source. 

 

Common Misconception 

There is no requirement to offer an explanation for the pattern or trend that has been identified. 
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Exemplar 1 

Exemplar 1 illustrates a full mark response. The candidate has used an excellent structure, first the 

conclusion and then accurate data from the source. This is a clear and concise response with no 

unnecessary additional wording. 
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Question 2* 

Question 2 illustrated mixed responses. Some candidates did not refer to the ‘repeating’ element of the 

question and just gave generalised advantages of structured interviews. A common misunderstanding 

was that the same children would be used year on year and that they would get older within the study. 

Another common error is that the context is ignored completely and the question was discussed in the 

abstract. 

The best responses focused on two or three reasons why repeating a social survey is advantageous, 

which was fully developed using appropriate concepts such as positivism, reliability and then linking it to 

the source.  

This does not require an extended response. Candidates could either write two fully developed 

paragraphs or three underdeveloped ideas with methodological evidence. For AO2, candidates needed 

to engage with Source B. If they didn’t, they could of lost up to 3 marks. Many candidates were simply 

re-writing the question which is not given marks for. Better responses drew on aspects of the source 

such as comparing attitudes from the ‘least affluent’ families around finance and how these could be 

compared over time to identify increases or decreases in regards to attitudes towards finance.  

Assessment for learning 

 

As a plenary, use a short extract from a sociological study discussed in the lesson. Ask 
candidates a specific question such as advantages of repeating a social survey. Focus on 
structure, identify the advantage, support this with a methodological concept and engage with 
the source. 
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Question 3* 

The majority of candidates answered this question reasonably well. Candidates were able to 

demonstrate an understanding of quantitative data. A minority of candidates seemed to be confused 

between quantitative and qualitative data. Some were also confused between structured and 

unstructured interviews so that the latter was used as an example of quantitative data. As in previous 

years, candidates were either confused between reliability and validity or were often thrown in with little 

to no explanation to demonstrate an understanding of these key methodological concepts.  

In regards to AO2, as in all Section A responses, the majority of candidates made little or no reference to 

the context and so did not gain any AO2 marks. Candidates who did this successfully, were able to 

support their ideas with information from the source, for example, if they were discussing the ability to 

spot patterns and trends they would identify a correct pattern or trend and discuss how this would be 

useful to the sociologist. 

To achieve full marks on this response, candidates needed to fully develop three reasons why 

quantitative data could be useful and use methodological concepts and/or theory to support their idea. 

This should then be reinforced with evidence from Source A. 
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Question 4* 

Question 4 had a number of non-responses despite it being quite a straightforward question. Candidates 

who answered it well, produced extended responses, with a range of methodological evidence used. It 

was clear that candidates have been trained by their teachers to write the required two advantages and 

two disadvantages. Of these, the majority of candidates were using explicit connectives and 

paragraphing which enabled examiners to clearly see what point they were raising and how it had been 

developed.  

For candidates who were less successful, ideas were generally underdeveloped or not supported with 

methodological evidence such as positivism/interpretivism and/or reliability/validity. Ideas often jumped 

between an advantage to a disadvantage and then back to the previous point all in the same paragraph 

which made it challenging to see where the development of the knowledge point was. There was also 

confusion around methodological evidence in these responses, particularly with positivism and 

interpretivism, often mixing these up or just confused.  

For AO2, as in previous questions, the majority of candidates did not engage with the source or merely 

paid lip service such as ‘school children’. Many were writing out the question and/or title of the source 

which did not add value to their essay. Those who engaged with the source used aspects such as the 

sample size ‘2809’ and then discussed this in relation to representativeness and generalisability. 

Common Misconception 

There is no requirement to write an introduction for this question. Go straight into the essay with ‘One 
advantage is…’. Also, don’t waste time writing a conclusion just to summarise what has already been 
said. 

 

Assessment for learning 

 

Present candidates with a short source and question. As a round robin, candidate 1 identifies 
the advantage or disadvantage. Candidate 2 explains why and links to a methodological 
concept. Candidate 3 then supports this with evidence from the source. 
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Exemplar 2 
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Exemplar 2 demonstrates a candidate who has produced two strengths and two weaknesses All ideas 

were fully developed and included methodological evidence. Each idea had an explicit link to the source 

and the material is used to support their idea. A clear and concise full mark response. 
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Section B overview 

As with Section A, both Question 5 and Question 6 were able to illustrate differentiation of ability. There 

has clearly been work around how to approach these questions as there has been some improvement 

on overall structure particularly in Question 5. 

A key point for these questions is sociological evidence: sociological studies, concepts, theories, 

accurate statistics and/or legislation. To gain the top marking band, examiners were looking at how well 

developed each knowledge point was and the supporting sociological evidence. 

Key Point 

When planning responses to Section B, make sure that sociological evidence is included in the plan. 

Use a new paragraph for each new knowledge or evaluation point. 

 

Question 5* 

Candidate approach to this question has seen improvement. To gain top mark band, candidates should 

have two clears ways in which women in the UK have worse life chances than men and each way should 

be supported by two pieces of sociological evidence. The key is to make sure that the sociological 

evidence is explained in relation to the question and not just dropped in.  

Candidates who did less well, often made sweeping generalisations such as ‘women go hungry to feed 

their children’. Candidates also spent time on an introduction where there is no requirement to do so and 

no marks available for this. Some candidates were also evaluating their evidence. Marks in this question 

are only given for AO1, therefore, evaluation is not rewarded and time could be focused elsewhere. 

Candidates who did well demonstrated some excellent knowledge and understanding, focusing on 

issues such as employment as the ‘way’ and then used evidence such as the glass ceiling and horizontal 

segregation to support their idea.  

Some candidates were unable to fully develop the evidence used which could be indicative of a lack of 

depth of knowledge and understanding of the evidence being taught.  
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Exemplar 3 

Exemplar 3 is an example of one full ‘way’ for this question. The candidate has clearly identified the area 

of inequality, in this case the workplace. They have then offered two pieces of sociological evidence 

(conceptual) and fully developed both with explicit links to the question. This would be worth 5 marks. To 

gain 10 marks, the candidate would need to offer another ‘way’ with two developed pieces of sociological 

evidence. 
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Question 6* 

There was a mixed response to this question. A number of responses were very short and candidates 

who gave extended responses tended to focus more on evaluation than on AO1. Candidates gave 

responses that tended to be shorter than those offered for Question 4, which could be indicative of timing 

issues. The concept of capitalism was generally linked to Marxist views, with Functionalism and 

Feminism as the main basis for evaluation. Weber was rarely mentioned, however, there were frequent 

references to ‘the patriarchy’ as if this was a tangible object. 

To achieve the top mark band, candidates needed to write three fully developed ideas for each side of 

the debate. There were many candidates who offered below this and a sizeable minority who could only 

offer one underdeveloped idea to support the statement in the question. AO3 often included 

juxtaposition, simply offering alternative theories rather than comparing and contrasting ideas. 
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