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Scheme Summer 2002

Section A

0-6

712

19-25

(-6

7-12

13-18

“Social order may be the product of consensus or coercion, depending on
which scciological perspective is adopted.” Explain and discuss.

At this level we may expect a few vague statements about the nature of social
order. There will be little or no attempt to relate the material to particular
sociological perspectives or even tg the concepts of consensus and coercion
explicitly. '

There will be a basic recognition of the differences between the functionalist
and Marxist perspectives on social order, though the links may be implicit
rather than explicit at the lower end of the band. The concepts of consensus
and coercion will be used with some accuracy. Answers may lack detail and/or
be confined to a largely descriptive response.

The contrast between the functionalist and Marxist perspectives will be
explored in explicit detail; for example, by explaining the processes through
which social order is produced, according to the respective thearetical
perspectives, At the upper end of the band, answers will begin to discuss
issues raised by the question. This may involve, for example, assessing the
strengths and/or limitations of one or both perspectives. Alternatively, or
additionally, other perspectives on social order may be discussed by way of
contrast with the functionalist and Marxist theories, The discussion wil! lack
depth/sophistication at this level.

The question statement will be explained fully and accurately. A clear and
thorough understanding of the concepts of consensus and coercion will be
demonstrated. There will be a sustained and well-informed discussion of some
of the issues raised by the question. Clear, well-supported conclusions wil be
drawn.

How far, and in what ways, is human behaviour influenced by socialisation?

A few limited statements about the nature of socialisation are what we may
expect at this level. Claims that socialisation is an important influence on
human behaviour will be made through assertion rather than reasoned
argument and reference to recognisable sociclogical sources.

Answers here are likely to be descriptive and/or partial in coverage of the
question. For example, the response may be confined to an account of the
ways that socialisation may influence human behaviour. At the most basic
level this may involve no more than a description of the different stages or
agencies of socialisation e.g. primary and secondary; home, school, work,
media, etc. A more developed answer might consider the mechanisms or
processes 1nvolved in socialisation; for example, through reference to
interactionist theories. At this level there will probably be little or no attempt
to assess how far human behaviour is influenced by socialisation.

Both parts of the question will be addressed, though not necessarily with equal
cmphasis. There will be a clear and accurate understanding of the concept of
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sociatisation and the ways that it may influence human behaviour, There will be
_some attempt to assess the extent of the influence, though this will lack detail
and sophistication.

19-25

A sustained and well-informed account of the ways that socialisation
intluences human behaviour will be combined with an incisive and developed
assessment of the extent of that influence. The assessment may be focused on
aspects of the nature versus nurture debate. Alternatively. or additionaliy,
purticular theoretical perspectives may be critically reviewed: for example, the
limitations of functionalist views of soctalisation might be explored, perhaps
by contrast with the more refined interactionist accounts. Similarly, candidates
may explore the similarities and contrasts between functionalist and Marxist
accounts.

Section B

-
=N

19-23

Deseribe and assess the factors that might influence the sociclogist’s choice of
research method.

A few relevant factors may be identified, with little or no development. The
emphasis is likely to be on practical considerations such as time, money,
availability of research sample, etc.

Several tactors will be described with reasonable accuracy and detail.
Appropriate links may be made with particular research methods, especially at
the upper end of the band. There will be little or no attempt to address the
second part of the question at this level.

Both parts of the question will be addressed at this level, though not
necessarily with equal emphasis. Both practical and theoretical factors will be
considered. The assessment will involve some attempt to evaluate the relative
importance of the factors discussed in explaining the sociologist’s choice of
research method.

Both parts ot the question will be addressed in reasonable detail. A good range

of relevant factors will be considered. The assessment will be well-informed and
sustained, particularly at the upper end of the band. This is likely to include
recognition that theoretical perspective usually plays a key part in influencing
choice of research method.

Assess the strengths and limitations of official statistics as a source of
sociological evidence,

Answers will demonstrate very basic awareness of the use of official statistics
as a source of seciological evidence. There will be little or no attempt to
address the strengths and limitations,

Some strengths and/or limitations will be described with reasonable accuracy.
Answers may tocus on one example of official statistics — e.g. crime statistics
— or cover a range of exaniples. There will be little or no assessment of the
strengths/limitations.

Answers will address both the strengths and the limatations. though not
necessarily with equal emphasis. There will be a rudimentary attempt to assess
the strengths/lumitations. perhaps through offering a balanced conclusion
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1925

and/or by considering the question from the point of view of different
theoretical perspectives.
As for the previous mark band, with the addition that the assessment will be

developed and better informed. For example. answers might explore a range of factors
that may influence judgements about the strengths/limitations of official statistics.
Such tactors may include. for example, theoretical perspective, aims of research, type
of statistics used, the way the statistics are applied, and the availability of alternative
SOUrCEsS. -

Section C

0-6

7-12

6.

0-6

7-12

Assess the arguments for and against the proposition that class divisions are
disappearing in modern industrial societies.

At this level expect a few vague statements about the nature of class divisions
and/or theorists who have written about class. At the upper end ef the band
there will be some focus on the proposition that class divisions are
Jdisappearing. but with very little development.

There will be a basic attempt to put in context the proposition that class
divisions are disappearing. possibly through referring to 1deas from the 1950s
such as embourgeoisement, the decomposition of capital and labour
{Dahrendorf) and the managerial revelution. Some basic assessment of these
ideas may be offered as a feature of answers higher in the band. For example,
references to the Affluent Waorker study and/or the concept of
proletarianisation may feature. Answers that are based on well-informed
general discussion of class divisions, with little or no reference to recognised
soctelogical sources, may get into this band though at the lower end only.

" The proposition that class divisions are disappearing will be explained with

reasonable clarity and detail, Arguments for and against the proposition will
be considered, though not necessarily with equal emphasis. Some appropriate
assessment will be offered in answers that merit the top of the band, though
this will lack sophistication.

Answers will offer an incisive and detailed expianation of why it may be
thought that class divisions are disappearning. This may include references to
more recent contributions to the debate such as those within the postmodernist
perspective. The assessment will be sustained and well informed. covering
both the arguments for and against the proposition.

To what extent can the social inequality experienced by many minority ethnic
sroups be explained in terms of racism?

A few general points about inequality and minerity ethnic groups, probably
based on assertion and with little or no sociological underpinning,

The links between racism and social inequality will be explored at a basic
level. Better answers within this band will also consider. albeit brietly, other
fuctors that may help to explain the inequality experienced by many minority
ethnic groups e.g. structural constraints within the class system; jabour market
dvnamics; cultural and historical influences; education and trawning: etc. An
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19-25

accurate understanding of the term “racism’ will be demonstrated higher in the
band.

Answers will be characterised by a developed account of the links between
racisim and social inequality and/or a sustained discussion of other factors that
may explain the inequality experienced by many ethnic minority groups.
Higher in the band there may be evidence of theoretical understanding
through, for example, references 1c appropriate perspectives e.g. functionalist,
Marxist, postmodernism, etc.

A clear and sustained assessment of factors that may help to explain the social
inequality experienced by many ethnic minority groups. with the concept of
racisn figuring prominently in the discussion. Sophistication may be
demonstrated at the upper end of the band through, for example, incisive use
of relevant theoretical perspectives and/or references to the experiences of
different minerity ethnic groups e.g. Afro-Caribbean and Asian in the British
context.




