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SECTION  A:  THEORY  AND  METHODS

Answer all parts of this Section.

Total for this section: 20 marks

 1 Read Items A and B and answer parts (a) to (d) that follow.

Item A

Social surveys are an important means of gathering local, national and international 
information.  They cover a wide range of social, political and economic issues of 
interest to government, the professions, academics and others who need to obtain 
information.  In the United Kingdom there are regular national surveys of social 
issues, usually based on the use of questionnaires or structured interviews.  These 
surveys contribute to the considerable volume of official statistics now available to the 
researcher.  For instance, the General Household Survey has been conducted annually 
since 1971.

However, while surveys might provide a great deal of useful information, some 
sociologists question the validity of survey data.
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Source: adapted from BILTON et al, Introductory Sociology, 2002, Palgrave Macmillan.  

Reproduced with permission of Palgrave Macmillan.

Item B

Item B cannot be reproduced here due to third-party copyright constraints.

 (a) Briefly explain what is meant by ‘validity’ (Item A, line 10). (2 marks)

 (b) Identify and briefly explain two reasons why a researcher might choose to use the survey 
method, apart from those referred to in Item A. (4 marks)

 (c) Identify and briefly explain two problems researchers might face when using official 
statistics (Item A, line 6). (4 marks)

 (d) Briefly examine the usefulness of experiments in sociological research. (10 marks)
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SECTION  B:  THEORY  AND  METHODS

Answer one question from this Section.

Total for this section: 40 marks

EITHER

 2 Assess the usefulness of conflict theories in understanding society today. (40 marks)

OR

 3 Evaluate different views of the relationship between sociology and social policy. (40 marks)

END  OF  QUESTIONS
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