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SECTION  A:  THEORY AND  METHODS

Answer all parts of this Section.

Total for this section: 20 marks

1 Read Items A and B and answer parts (a) to (d) which follow.

(a) Briefly explain what is meant by ‘stratified random’ sampling (Item A, line 5). (2 marks)

(b) Identify and briefly explain two types of sampling technique, apart from those referred
to in Item A. (4 marks)

(c) Identify and briefly explain one advantage and one disadvantage of distributing
questionnaires by post, apart from those referred to in Item B. (4 marks)

(d) Briefly examine the view that what quantitative methods lack in validity they make up for
in reliability. (10 marks)

Item B

Questionnaires are a familiar tool of sociological research.  Some argue that this is because
they are simple to construct, straightforward to organise and cheaper than many of the
alternatives.  However, constructing an effective questionnaire is far from easy.  Details of
question wording and layout must be carefully considered, so that the meaning of each
question is as clear and unambiguous as possible.

Also, the researcher must decide on the appropriate way to deliver their questionnaire, for
instance, whether face-to-face or through the post.  Each method of distribution has its
advantages and disadvantages, for example, time and cost.

5

Item A

Many social researchers use sampling techniques to help their research.  Appropriate
sampling can provide manageable numbers of respondents and also help to deliver results
that are more meaningful.  For example, many surveys into public opinion on topics such
as voting behaviour or attitudes to crime use samples.  In such cases, the sample is usually
around 1000, selected by random or stratified random sampling methods from the chosen
sampling frame.  Companies conducting these surveys claim that their techniques of
selection and analysis result in only a very small sampling error.
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SECTION  B:  THEORY AND  METHODS

Answer one question from this Section.

Total for this section: 40 marks

EITHER

2 Evaluate the usefulness of interviews in sociological research. (40 marks)

OR

3 Assess the contribution of feminist perspectives and research to our understanding of society.
(40 marks)

END  OF QUESTIONS
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