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Introduction
In the seventh year of this advanced level unit, examiners very much enjoyed reading the 
range of responses from candidates. Careful note has been taken of suggestions made in 
previous reports, and it was pleasing to note how many candidates were able to achieve 
very high marks overall. As last year, examiners have seen a range of answers, but there 
continue to be some centres who submit candidates who have a very impressive command 
of grammar and lexis and who have completed thorough research for their Research-Based 
Essay. Those who scored the highest marks overall wrote discursive essays which were 
persuasive yet balanced, creative essays which were lively yet focused, and Research-
Based Essays which were outstanding in their marshalling of factual information and their 
analytical approach.

This unit requires candidates to answer three questions in two and a half hours. The 
translation (section A) is worth 10 of the 100 marks available and a proportionate amount 
of time to spend on it would be 25-30 minutes. Section B and Section C are each worth 
45 marks, and so an hour on each of these would represent appropriate division of time. 
Candidates have clearly been well trained on time management for this examination.

The number of answers to questions in section B and C which were overlong has reduced 
again this year. This is pleasing, as candidates are significantly disadvantaged when they 
write overlong answers. Examiners would like, once again, to remind centres that the upper 
word limit for these sections is 200 words. For section C, quotations, proper nouns and 
dates may be excluded from the overall word count. Examiners stop reading at the end of 
the sentence in which the 200th word lies. This may impact candidates who have not had 
appropriate guidance and have therefore written overlong essays.

In both Section B and Section C, overlong answers lost marks for Organisation and 
Development, and it was also often true that they failed to answer the question fully, as 
key information was contained in the section which lay beyond the word limit. Centres and 
candidates, should note that there is more space provided than is usually necessary for 200 
words and that the space is not an indicator of how much candidates should write. There 
were very few short answers, as always, but where an answer was short, it often contained 
very little information or argument and therefore scored very low marks.

The approach to individual questions is considered in the reports on each of the options 
which follow. An example from a candidate's response is given for each question. Please 
note that, in some cases, only part answers are given as exemplification. A general 
summary of areas for improvement for Sections B and C is also given as this may prove 
useful for centres.

The examining team would again like to pay tribute to those teachers of Russian. The 
impression is that there is an increase in candidates from schools where Russian is taught 
within the curriculum and it is clear that teachers of Russian are behind the drive to increase 
uptake and keep Russian at the centre of modern languages curricula. Thank you, once 
again, to all those who are keeping Russian at GCE Advanced Level alive and well. 
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Question 1
Section A of this paper required candidates to translate a short passage of English into 
Russian. The passage is split into 30 assessable elements and one 'point' is gained for each 
correct element at the marking stage. A mark out of 10 is awarded based on the number 
of correct elements (see the mark scheme). For an element to be considered correct it 
must have all the details contained in the English original (i.e. no word omitted) and all 
the grammatical endings (case endings, agreements and verb endings) had to be correct. 
One spelling or transliteration error was allowed per element, provided that it was not 
grammatical and did not affect the sound significantly when read aloud.

Overall, the majority of candidates performed well in this task. Very many candidates were 
able to achieve 7 or 8 marks, and the number scoring 9 has increased over recent years. 
Very few candidates were able to score 10 marks, and there was not an increase overall in 
those scoring at this level. It remains the case that many candidates lost marks due to the 
omission of elements, for example, failing to translate 'recently' in 'recently suggested'. As is 
the case every year, those with very little ability to manipulate the grammar of the language 
scored very low marks, perhaps 1 or 2, despite knowing much of the required vocabulary. 
They often gained points for elements such as 'не делают', 'достаточно', 'что, когда', 
'играть роль', 'каждый день', 'ситуация' and 'сказали они', these elements having been 
designed to allow candidates to gain marks at the lower end of the scale. Those who have 
not mastered at least some of the more complex grammar required at this level will not 
perform well.

Candidates faced the most difficulties with the following elements:

'A large charity' was incorrectly translated by very many candidates. 'Large' was often 
rendered as 'огромный', which was not accepted, whereas 'большой' and 'крупный' were. 
'Charity' presented difficulties, with some candidates completely omitting it. Candidates 
often used the abstract noun 'благотворительность', which was not acceptable in this 
context. Either 'благотворительная организация' or 'благотворительный фонд' would be 
the ideal translation here. Candidates needed to make sure that the verb in element two 
agreed with whatever they chose for element 1.

In the element 'recently suggested', 'recently' was often omitted. A wide range of 
translations for 'suggested' were accepted, with 'предложила' the most common. This verb 
needed to be in the past tense and to convey the idea of expressing an opinion or stating a 
view in order to be accepted.

'that European governments' was one of the most frequently incorrect elements 
because 'governments' was often rendered as 'государства'. This is a different idea to 
that of 'правительства' and so was not accepted. The use of a singular 'европейское 
правительство' was also not accepted.

The required dative plural in the element 'to help children' was often incorrect, with 
candidates frequently suggesting 'детей' here.

'It is believed' was often translated as 'это верил' or 'это верит'. The most common correct 
translations of this element were 'верят', 'верится' and 'считается', although a wide range 
of variants were accepted.

In the element 'serious financial problems', 'financial' was often spelt incorrectly in Russian, 
with 'финансиальные' occurring reasonably frequently.

'that there are 14 factors' presented some difficulties as candidates sometimes failed to use 
the correct genitive plural. '14 фактора' and '14 факторы' occurred often. Candidates are 
reminded that if they write out a number in full (such as 'четырнадцать' for '14') then they 
must spell this correctly.

'in a child's life' was incorrect in many cases. The plural construction 'в жизни детей' was 
accepted, but when candidates used a singular construction with 'ребёнок', they often failed 
to take account of the fleeting vowel, and so translated the element as 'в жизни ребёнока'.
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Some candidates did not translate 'books at home' correctly because they used 'домой' 
instead of 'дома' or 'в доме'.

The spelling of 'овощи' was often incorrect, with one candidate offering 'фрукты и оружие'.

For the element 'and money for school trips', the most common translation for trip was 
'поездка'. Some candidates struggled with the genitive plural of this, however, as they did 
with the other common translation 'экскурсия'. Candidates would benefit from revision of 
the case endings for nouns in '-ия'. It was also possible to use the preposition 'на' here, 
followed by the accusative case, and many candidates did this.

Many candidates failed to spot that a conditional construction was not required for the 
element 'if politicians do', and so translated this as 'если бы политики сделали'. This was 
accepted, if the verb was correctly in the past tense, but candidates could not gain marks 
for both 'if politicians do' and 'will improve' if both parts of their translation did not function 
correctly together. To gain both marks, they would have had to use either both conditional 
elements with 'бы' or a present/future tense construction. 

Perhaps the element with the most incorrect translations was 'for poorer families'. This is 
likely to be because candidates failed to spot that this involved a comparative adjective. The 
translation 'для бедных семей' was not accepted.
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This candidate shows a very good knowledge of the vocabulary required for the task, but 
shows a number of errors as outlined above, as well as some others.
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This answer scores 5 out of 10. A number of minor errors 
mount up, even though there are few vocabulary issues. 
This candidate would benefit from thorough checking of 
his/her work.

Examiner Comments

It can be a good idea to go through the translation 
and annotate it with the case endings or particularly 
difficult structures you are going to use. This can help 
you make the right decisions.

Examiner Tip
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This is an example of a candidate who has an excellent ability to manipulate the grammar 
of the language. A few slips mean that the score overall is reduced, and there are a few 
vocabulary issues.
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This translation scores 8 out of 10. Points are lost for 'a large 
charity', 'most of all', 'the organisation explained', 'in a child's 
life', 'and money for school trips' and 'for poorer families'.

Examiner Comments

Candidates should examine the required grammar 
appendix in the specification and ensure they 
know the most difficult structures. It is likely that 
the translation will test a range of the grammar in 
this appendix.

Examiner Tip
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This is an example of an excellent translation. The candidate has a full grasp of the linguistic 
requirements at this level.
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This translation scores 10 out of 10.

Examiner Comments

Candidates must ensure that they learn their 
grammatical endings thoroughly and have plenty of 
practice in applying these in exam-type settings. A 
knowledge of vocabulary is not enough to score more 
than 3 out of 10.

Examiner Tip
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Question 2 (a)
General Comments on Section B: Creative or Discursive Essay
In the creative essays in Section B, the best essays (scoring 13-15 for Understanding and 
Response) were succinct and succeeded in telling the whole story in the space available, 
or built sufficient suspense to leave the reader wondering about the characters or what 
might happen next. Good answers to question 2c, the newspaper article, were written in 
an appropriate journalistic style. Almost exclusively, the creative essays were attempted by 
non-learner candidates who had not received guidance on what might constitute successful 
creative writing; candidates must pay careful attention to the planning of their work.

Poorly planned pieces often contained lengthy scene setting or description of character 
but little action. Writing a successful piece of creative writing in 200 words is a challenging 
task and not something which should be embarked upon without first planning content or 
structure. There were very few completely irrelevant essays, although some were considered 
to be 'pedestrian' or failed to grab the examiners' attention. They usually scored no more 
than 7-9 for Understanding & Response ('satisfactory [...] response to stimulus').

The vast majority of candidates who have been taught Russian in schools wrote excellent 
discursive essays. There is a great deal of good practice in centres as shown in the 
candidates' work. Many candidates wrote extensive plans on their examination papers 
and such good practice is to be encouraged as carefully planned essays were, in virtually 
all cases, more successful. Careful planning by candidates results in balanced discursive 
essays where the ideas are well thought through and it seems difficult to conceive why a 
candidate would choose to launch into such a piece of writing without a plan. In order to 
score 10-12 or 13-15 for Understanding & Response, essays must be balanced and consider 
both sides of the argument. As every year, centres are strongly advised to take careful 
note of this requirement. Non-learner candidates taking GCE Russian, in centres where 
Russian is not taught, are significantly disadvantaged if they are not made aware of this 
requirement, and so write unbalanced essays. One-sided essays can score a maximum of 
9 for Understanding & Response and some overlong essays were considered one sided as 
the entirety of the second half lay beyond the 200th word. Such essays scored a maximum 
of 9 for Understanding & Response and also for Organisation and Development, even if 
they were linguistically impressive. Balanced and well-structured discursive essays should 
have a conclusion in which the candidate comes down on one side or the other, but until 
this point, the best candidates remained neutral themselves and discussed ideas in abstract 
terms, avoiding the use of the first person. In order to score 9-10 for Range & Application 
of Language, candidates are encouraged to use wide or more complex constructions, such 
as passives, gerunds, relative clauses, compound conjunctions and conditionals. A range of 
varied essay phrases is also useful as this enables weaker candidates to score higher marks. 
They should be aware, though, that a string of such phrases is not able to make up for a 
lack of content or ideas; careful planning and consideration of the depth of ideas which the 
candidate has before beginning will result in a better essay across the board. Candidates 
should also be encouraged to ensure that they have sufficient topic vocabulary when they 
select a discursive essay to answer. It is perfectly possible for candidates to achieve 5 for 
Accuracy for their discursive essay. Accuracy does not have to be perfect to achieve this, 
but the essay must show an impressive command of noun and verb grammar and give the 
impression of accuracy throughout.

Question 2 (a) was the most popular of the creative essay options. Candidates were 
presented with a picture of a man sitting on the beach in a deckchair with a laptop on his 
lap and invited to tell his story. The best answers explored the events that led up to the 
scene in the picture, or in some cases told the story of the man's life more widely. Some 
answers were written in the first person, and these often worked very well, sometimes 
being presented as having been written by the man on the laptop. Lengthy scene setting 
often meant that the candidate scored badly for Understanding and Response. The least 
successful answers often started with the phrase, 'The man is on the beach and using his 
laptop because...' or similar, or described the location rather than a series of events which 
led up to the scene in question.

This candidate tells the story of how the man ends up on the beach. It is something of a 
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fairy tale, with the style to match. It is not grammatically perfect, but it is amusing, succinct 
and engaging.
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This is a very good answer. It scores in the 13-15 band for 
both Organisation and Development and Understanding 
and Response, and also in the top bands for Range and 
Application of Language and Accuracy. The candidate 
engages the reader with an amusing start and there is the 
sense that it is a complete piece of writing. The language is 
well manipulated, if not perfect.

Examiner Comments
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Question 2 (b)
There were a number of good answers to this question, which presented candidates with a 
scenario where a man is just about to get off a train and sees a woman on the platform. The 
question suggested that candidates write a dialogue, although many did not spot this and 
instead wrote an ordinary prose piece. Both forms of writing were accepted by examiners 
as a legitimate response to the stimulus. Many answers focused on a romantic involvement 
between the man and the woman, the meeting usually a rekindling of the relationship, 
although just as often the woman was the man's mother and he was returning after some 
time away, often serving the army.

This candidate succeeds in giving the two characters an authentic voice through the use 
of dialogue. We are immediately transported to the station platform and can see the 
expressions on the characters' faces. The pace is swift, and the word limit is used well; 
nothing is wasted. In the end, Pavel has a rather important question for Masha.
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This is an excellent piece of writing. Careful use of language, a 
well-constructed and authentic dialogue, and good (not perfect) 
accuracy combine to make a piece which scores in the top band 
across all categories. There is a lovely cliff-hanger at the end 
which leaves us smiling.

Examiner Comments

When writing a story in 200 words, you need to think 
about plot carefully. You do not have space to describe 
the scene or the characters more than might be gained 
incidentally from the plot. It is best to jump straight in. 
Suspense and surprise are good tools for this task, as 
we see here.

Examiner Tip



20 GCE Russian 4 6RU04 01

Question 2 (c)
This question required candidates to write a newspaper article in response to a headline 
given on the exam paper, in this case the story of a boy who played a computer game 
for 72 hours without a break. The requirement to write a newspaper article was realised 
successfully in the majority of cases, with some very convincing pieces which precisely 
reflected an appropriate journalistic register. The majority of the articles were cautionary 
tales for parents in the modern world; in many cases the parents had gone away and left 
their son home alone or in the care of a relative, and the son had taken advantage of this 
scenario to complete his gaming feat, this often resulting in admission to hospital. In a few 
cases, the gaming marathon was a competition which the boy had entered, with parents 
and relatives fully in support. In some cases, the tone of the article was instructive, telling 
parents reading the article that they need to be more careful and ban their offspring from 
playing games to prevent the situation in the headline happening to them. The best answers 
struck a journalistic tone and succeeded in presenting the events reasonably neutrally, 
allowing the reader to draw some conclusions for themselves about the boy and his family.
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This candidate succeeds in writing a journalistic piece which focuses on a regime 
recommended by doctors for those children who might be tempted to play computer games 
for too long.
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This answer scores in the top band for all categories. The 
piece is original and well written. It could perhaps be slightly 
improved by the addition of some kind of reference back to the 
original teenager at the end.

Examiner Comments

Make your writing more like a newspaper article by using rhetorical 
questions or devices, addressing the reader, using quotes or 
speculating about outcomes. Think about what you have read in a 
newspaper and the kind of language that is used.

Examiner Tip
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Question 2 (d)
This question, which was the least popular of the discursive essay choices, required 
candidates to reflect on whether the education system is ideal when there is a choice 
between private and state schools. There were some excellent answers, with the majority of 
candidates able to present a balanced argument. Weaker answers tended to miss the notion 
that choice of school may or may not be important, and instead focused on the benefits of 
private education over state education and vice versa. The strongest answers often started 
by presenting reasons why the freedom to choose a private school might be beneficial, such 
as opportunities for sport and music, smaller class sizes and the benefits these might bring, 
a lack of good school places in the state sector, better examination outcomes and access 
to universities, and often noted that private education is a right of those who can afford it. 
Some suggested that private education in Russia is now the only viable option for those who 
wish to achieve academically, given a lack of resources in the state sector. Good candidates 
went on to suggest that these benefits of choice might not be in the best interests of all 
children, given that some would not be able to access them due to their financial position. 
The impact of the opportunity to choose a private school or not on the social mobility of all 
children was usually mentioned in the best answers. Some concluded that, although there 
are problems with the current system, an ideal system is one where parents have a choice 
of school, although nearly as often it was concluded that all schools would be better if 
parents did not have a choice and simply sent their child to the nearest state school.
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This candidate has produced an excellent essay which considers both sides of the argument. 
The first half points out that parents simply want the best for their children and have the 
right to choose if they can pay, as well as noting how many people have been successful 
after having been educated privately. The second half notes that the system we have cannot 
be called ideal, because inequality in education leads to inequality in society, and that it is 
better when children are able to mix with people from different backgrounds. The candidate 
concludes that an ideal system is one where every child has access to the best education 
regardless of finances.
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This candidate uses a range of essay phrases and complex 
structures, and the work is extremely accurate, and so the marks 
for Range and Application of Language and Accuracy are in the 
top bands. The essay is very well constructed, and the ideas are 
presented clearly and concisely. It scores in the top band for 
Understanding and Response and Organisation and Development.

Examiner Comments

Make sure you plan your discursive essay thoroughly. 
A carefully planned argument, which brings in the main 
issues but does so in a sophisticated and not simplistic 
way, will lead to a better outcome. Many candidates 
write out their plan before they begin, so that they say 
on track, as this candidate has done.

Examiner Tip
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Question 2 (e)
This question required candidates to reflect on whether or not young people are aware of 
how alcohol can damage their health. It was the most popular choice of discursive essay 
question, perhaps because candidates felt that they had some personal experience they 
could use to help them in their argument. There were some excellent balanced answers, 
although a large number of candidates declared their stance at the outset and only briefly 
dealt with the other side of the argument. Good answers tended to suggest that there is an 
abundance of information available to young people in school, via social media and through 
national campaigns, and that it is clear that young people do know about the dangers of 
alcohol even if they choose to ignore these lessons. Many candidates picked up on the poor 
example set by some celebrities that helps young people to know that alcohol consumption 
will lead to poor health. Candidates often went on to explain that, on the other hand, young 
people might need much more information about the dangers of alcohol in comparison with, 
for example, smoking or drugs. It was common for good essays to suggest that society 
sees these 'vices' as unacceptable, but that alcohol is socially acceptable, and this means 
that young people do not see it as dangerous. A fairly large number of candidates got side-
tracked into elaborating on the dangers of alcohol and the science of it breaking down as it 
passes through the human body. These candidates clearly knew their biology well, but did 
not really address the question of whether young people (in general) actually understand 
the fact that alcohol is harmful. The weakest answers tended to be both one-sided and full 
of generalisations about what young people think, based on few solid examples.

This candidate has produced a good answer. He has a good range of essay phrases at his 
disposal and uses these carefully to help structure the essay. The two sides of the argument 
are clearly laid out, and the conclusion is credible. The candidate begins with a neutral 
introduction, which probably has a pre-planned structure. He goes on to argue that, on 
the one hand, young people drink due to peer pressure, and that they do not get enough 
information from school about the dangers of this. The fact that they see adults drinking 
is mentioned. On the other hand, the candidate argues, there are people who know the 
dangers. Personal examples are given of people the candidate knows who do not drink. The 
candidate concludes that it depends on the young person, but that more should be done to 
prevent young people from trying alcohol.



28 GCE Russian 4 6RU04 01



GCE Russian 4 6RU04 01 29



30 GCE Russian 4 6RU04 01

This essay shows the value of a good range of essay 
structures and phrases. The language is not perfect, 
and there are some vocabulary errors which make 
it slightly confusing in places, but the candidate 
succeeds in scoring in the top band for Range and 
Application of Language and Accuracy due to his 
careful deployment of language structures and ability 
to manipulate them to suite his purpose. The essay 
just scores in the top band for Understanding and 
Response and Organisation and Development. It could 
be improved by careful planning and development of 
some of the ideas in a little more depth.

Examiner Comments

You must carefully count the words in 
your essay and ensure that it is not 
too long. The 200th word must lie in 
the final sentence to avoid the mark 
for Organisation and Development 
in otherwise excellent essays being 
capped at 9.

Examiner Tip
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Question 2 (f)
This question required candidates to express a view on whether parents should find out 
more about the influence of social networks on their children. Many candidates responded 
to the opportunity to discuss a very current issue with some excellent answers. The weakest 
answers were often one-sided, declaring that parents should know more about the dangers 
of the internet in general, but not relating this specifically to social networking sites. Other 
weaker answers tended to focus on the advantages and disadvantages of social networks 
without dealing with the issue of parental involvement. The strongest answers were likely 
to argue that parents need to have a keen interest in what their children are doing online; 
this was in order to help mitigate some of the dangers which children face nowadays on the 
internet, such as cyber-bullying, predators and criminals who may pose as young people 
in order to gain their trust, and in some cases the danger posed by those who might wish 
to encourage young people into terrorism. Strong answers would then go on to suggest 
that, on the other hand, young people have a right to private life and that there are already 
in-built safety mechanisms (such as a minimum age and reporting buttons) in social 
networking sites. Many would mention that young people might be embarrassed by parental 
involvement in social networking, and would not want their parent to be a 'friend' on one of 
the sites. They would also mention the benefits of social networking for young people, such 
as the opportunity to stay on contact when lives are busy.

This candidate has written a good answer to the question. On the one hand, it is suggested, 
social networks allow children to be in contact with dangerous people, and in order to do 
their job of protecting their children properly, parents need to know what they might be 
doing online. On the other hand, we are told, young people have a right to do as they 
choose without parental interference. It is also noted that parents should be concerned with 
the health of their offspring, this being a bigger problem nowadays. The candidate concludes 
by noting that parents need to know more about the dangers that exist online in order to 
protect their children.
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This essay is successful in many respects. It is well 
structured, although the points in the second half 
do not hang particularly coherently together. The 
candidate would benefit from reducing the number 
of points made in the 'against' half, but explaining 
those made in more detail. The candidate has been 
particularly adventurous in the use of language, trying 
out a range of more-difficult grammar. The essay 
scores in the top band across all categories.

Examiner Comments

Develop a range of essay phrases to use to help structure 
your arguments. Examples might be, 'надо задать 
вопрос','с одной стороны надо понимать', 'однако 
нельзя забыть', 'из вышесказанного можно сделать 
вывод, то', 'ясно, что', 'прибавляя к этому', etc.

Examiner Tip
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Question 2 (g)
This was a popular question and a large number of candidates decided to tackle the 
fine points of the economics of house building in order to help solve the problem of 
homelessness. Some of the responses were rather naive in their understanding of the issues 
involved, suggesting that homeless people cannot afford the houses and so therefore there 
is no point in building them. The majority of candidates did show an understanding of the 
subtleties of the economics behind the question, however. The best answers tended to 
suggest that, on the one hand, it could be argued that a government-funded house building 
programme would create jobs, and this would have a positive impact on the economy as a 
whole. Homeless people would then benefit from these jobs and the opportunity to rent or 
buy a house. They would go on to argue, though, that house building alone would not solve 
the problem of homelessness, given that many homeless people face associated problems 
such as mental illness, drug addiction and alcoholism. Many argued that in addition to the 
provision of more homes, the government also needs to provide training programmes to 
help reduce unemployment, and that homelessness is a symptom of other problems in 
society rather than a problem in itself.

This candidate has written a very good answer with, in some respects, a rather different 
take on the issue. After a helpful introduction, we are told that more new houses would 
help reduce the number of homeless people and so the amount of crime in our towns 
and cities. The stability brought by housing these people would enable them to work 
and so contribute to society themselves. On the other hand, the candidate suggests that 
building houses might lead to increased pollution and destruction of the environment, and 
also that homeless people need employment first so that they can buy their own house. 
The candidate concludes that building more houses is not the answer as it will lead, via 
increased pollution, to a less healthy population.
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This is a strong essay. The slightly different take on the issue is 
refreshing, and the candidate is very capable of manipulating 
the language to make his desired points. There is a good range 
of vocabulary and the level of accuracy is strong. The essay 
scores in the top band across all categories apart from Accuracy.

Examiner Comments

Essays should be balanced. The best essays have introductions 
which do not state the side of the argument which you will come 
down on. Keep the introduction general; state the question and 
suggest that there are different opinions about it. Introductions 
should not be long; you should keep the space for examples 
when discussing the main points of the essay. You should also 
make sure that your essay is not a 'personal response' - try to 
avoid using first person constructions until the conclusion where 
you state the side of the argument you are supporting.

Examiner Tip
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Question 3 (a)
General Comments on Section C: Research-Based Essay
The Section C Research-Based Essay was, as last year, very well handled by a high 
proportion of candidates from those centres where Russian is taught in the curriculum. 
In nearly all cases, the essays from learner candidates were a pleasure to read and the 
examiners would once again like to express their gratitude to teachers for their excellent 
preparation of candidates for this section. Many candidates' essays demonstrated their 
considerable, in-depth research and showed an impressive command of language and 
structure. Candidates are reminded of the importance of addressing the question on the 
paper; essays which did not actually answer the analytical part of the question scored 
a maximum of 13-18 for Reading, Research & Understanding. In order to score 19-24 
or 25-30, essays need to offer opinion and analysis as well as factual content. This will 
usually involve stating a fact and then telling the reader what this fact shows us or why it 
is important or relevant. Conversely, the stating of opinion without sufficient evidence will 
also often lead to lower marks; the requirement for this unit is that candidates do detailed, 
sustained research in advance and come to the examination armed with facts which they 
then use to back up their analysis. Sadly, as in previous years, poor preparation for the 
examination led to a number of candidates writing almost entirely irrelevant essays or 
essays which simply retold the plot of a book or film, thus scoring very low marks. There 
was a decrease this year in the number of candidates who wrote answers to 3(a), 3(b) or 
3(d) which, while often interesting, scored zero as they did not meet the clear requirement 
on page 40 of the specification and on the exam paper itself for the research to relate to 
the 'culture and / or society of a Russian-language country, countries or community.' It 
was therefore surprising to read essays on 'The Shawshank Redemption' and 'Romeo and 
Juliet'. Examiners accepted any country which formed part of the former Soviet Union or 
the former Russian empire as being 'Russian speaking' for the purposes of this section, and, 
as usual, there was a range of interesting essays on the former Soviet republics for 3(a). 
Candidates are reminded of the importance of writing a structured essay in this section. 
Those candidates who had written detailed plans virtually always performed better, and 
the examiners again expressed surprise at the relative lack of such plans. There were 
many essays which gave lots of factual information but which were really, in essence, a 
regurgitation of all that is known on the topic or the plot of the book or film they had read; 
candidates must use their factual knowledge to answer the question and support their 
assertions if they are to reach the higher mark bands for Organisation & Development. 
Essays should have an introductory paragraph and a conclusion which refers back to the 
question set on the paper. Examiners were surprised at the increasing number of essays 
which show no evidence of paragraphing and attention to the order of the points being 
made. Candidates are reminded that quotations do not count within the word limit and also 
that proper names need not be included. Very few essays contain a bibliography or sources 
of factual information. Whilst this is not a requirement for the higher mark bands, some 
'facts' used by candidates did seem unlikely and proper referencing of sources would help 
candidates to prove that they have done extensive research.

This question required candidates to demonstrate their research about and understanding 
of a Russian-speaking geographical region or city, and specifically the political situation 
and whether politics has improved people's lives in the region. Often, the area chosen 
was too large for the candidates to focus on how politics has improved peoples' lives, and 
those essays which dealt with 'Russia' as the geographical region rarely scored well. Some 
candidates discussed both Ukraine and Russia in their answers, or made a vague reference 
to the political situation in Moscow but then went on to deal with Russian national politics. 
The most successful answers discussed specific improvements or political decisions in a 
specific area or city, gave some numerical information, or mentioned, for example, the name 
of the new city mayor. They would then go on to consider how the improvements or changes 
had affected local people positively or negatively. The best responses also avoided giving too 
much historical detail about the city, such as, for example when it was founded and how, but 
rather focused on the answering the question set. Candidates are reminded that, although 
the questions are expressed in two parts, the best essays will integrate these parts together. 
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In too many cases, candidates simply tacked their response to the question of the effect of 
politics on people's lives on the end of a lengthy description of the region or city's history. 
Once again, the most common regions / cities studied were Moscow, St Petersburg, Sochi, 
Kiev, Donbass, Donetsk, Crimea, Minsk and the capital cities of countries of the former 
Soviet Union, with Almaty and Astana topping this list.

This candidate describes the political situation in Azerbaijan, and explains how political 
stability in recent years has helped people feel more secure. A range of statistical data and 
factual information is given to support the points made.
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This is a rare example of a 3(a) answer which scores in the 
higher mark bands. The candidate has completed appropriate 
research, or at least has an in-depth knowledge of the area. 
Factual content is used to support the points made, and the 
analytical part of the essay is reasonably well integrated with 
the factual content. The reader is left having learnt something 
about the political situation in Azerbaijan. The essay scores in 
the top band for all categories.

Examiner Comments

Teachers and candidates should make sure that they have 
prepared the full range of aspects of the specification 
requirements for the Research-Based Essay. Candidates offering 
a geographical region should be able to write comfortably on 
key people, events and issues (demographic, environmental, 
economic, social and political), and the customs, traditions 
and beliefs of people from that area. They should be able to 
explain, in every case, why they think something is important 
or interesting, offering their own opinion or analysis of the facts 
they present.

Examiner Tip
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Question 3 (b)
Candidates offering historical study for their Research-Based Essay were required to 
describe the changes in the lives of ordinary people during the period of history they had 
studied, and to consider why these changes were significant. The most popular historical 
periods chosen for study were the Russian Revolution, the Great Patriotic War (very often 
the Siege of Leningrad), the USSR under Gorbachev and the reign of Peter the Great. All of 
these are entirely suitable periods as there really were significant changes in people's lives 
during these times; some candidates had selected historical periods which were too broad 
(such as the 20th Century or the whole lifespan of the USSR), and this tended to lead to less 
successful essays. The most successful answers focused throughout on the lives of ordinary 
people and were convincing in showing how certain historical events were significant in 
the lives of these people. Some candidates did attempt to answer the question set, but the 
amount of factual information which they could provide on the lives of ordinary people in 
the period was very sparse, and they were therefore not able to access the highest mark 
bands. There were also a great many answers which focused on a single historical character 
and some of these were not successful in answering the question set, and so were also not 
able to access the highest mark bands. It is worth candidates remembering that studying 
just one historical character may not be sufficient in order to answer the exam question 
effectively.

This candidate has chosen the period 1855-1881, and succeeds in explaining how the 
emancipation of the serfs in Russia led to very significant social change. Assertions are 
supported by evidence throughout and the candidate has clearly researched the period 
thoroughly.
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This is a very good essay. It scores in the top band for all 
categories (Reading, Research and Understanding, Quality of 
Language and Organisation and Development). The candidate 
has a well-developed knowledge of the topic, makes appropriate 
assertions and incorporates analysis throughout.

Examiner Comments

Make sure you give your own opinion and analyse facts 
throughout. If you are unsure about how to do this 
effectively, use a 'point, evidence, explain' approach: 
state your point (e.g. 'The October Revolution deprived 
many people of their personal freedom'), state some 
factual evidence (e.g. 'A significant number of people 
were imprisoned by the Bolsheviks for their political 
or religious beliefs') and then explain why you think 
it could be interesting (e.g. 'I think this is interesting 
because it could have led to fear of the regime and 
this perhaps reinforced its power, something which is 
relevant in many regimes in the world today').

Examiner Tip
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Question 3 (c)
This question required candidates to describe an aspect of social development in the 
modern Russian-speaking society in recent years, and explain why this development 
could be considered significant for people. The term 'social development' was interpreted 
widely. Many candidates focused on smoking and alcohol, with LGBT rights in Russian 
continuing to feature frequently. There were some excellent answers, and these were 
invariably where the candidate was able to provide detailed factual information about recent 
developments as well as stressing their significance. They tended to have been written by 
candidates who have been taught Russian in schools and so understand the requirements 
of the specification. Some answers were very vague about the 'in recent years' element 
of the question, and so it was unclear how recent the changes had been. There were also, 
unfortunately, many answers which contained a lot of factual inaccuracies and even statistics 
which seemed to have been invented, as the numbers involved were not credible. Some 
social developments were too general and were not linked to the Russian-speaking world. 
There were many answers involving the internet, social media and technology in general 
but few of these answers made particular reference to aspects that affected the Russian-
speaking in particular.

This candidate has chosen to discuss recent changes in attitudes to smoking in Russia. 
The essay focuses well on recent developments, and the candidate has a range of factual 
information to support the points being made.
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This is an excellent Research-Based Essay. The approach taken 
is very good because it enables the candidate to demonstrate 
an up-to-date knowledge of recent events. The essay scores in 
the top mark band for all categories.

Examiner Comments

Plan your Research-Based Essay carefully and ensure 
that you have facts to back up each of your opinions. 
Make sure you analyse information and explain what it 
tells you about the issue being discussed.

Examiner Tip
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Question 3 (d)
This question required candidates to discuss how one scene or passage from the book, play 
or film which they have studied is important for our understanding of one of the characters 
or themes from it. Candidates needed to present some information about the passage or 
scene and then analyse its impact on the reader by clearly referencing how it helps us 
understand the motivations of a key character or the details of a key theme. To access the 
higher mark bands, the analysis needed to be integrated into the answer. As usual, lengthy 
retelling of the relevant passage, or a simple description of the scene, did not score well.

Once again, this was by far the most popular Research-Based Essay question. As usual, 
a wide range of literary works was featured. The most popular prose works studied by 
learner candidates in schools this year were Pushkin's 'Пиковая дама', Bulgakov's 'Собачье 
сердце' and Baranskaya's 'Неделя как неделя'. At least one centre has once again been 
studying Tolstaya's short stories, which is pleasing, with 'Милая Шура' being the one which 
most candidates chose for their essay. The most popular play was Gogol's 'Ревизор', with 
Chekhov's 'Дядя Ваня' also featuring in many essays. Once again, some native speakers 
attempted to consider a scene from one of the novels of Dostoevsky or Tolstoy, with 'Война 
и мир' featuring often, perhaps due to the recent BBC adaptation. These were occasionally 
successful, but candidates are reminded that in general novels of this length do not lend 
themselves well to a 200-word essay. Very many native speakers attempted essays on 
Bulgakov's 'Мастер и Маргарита' and these were often successful. The most popular film 
choice for schools remains 'Утомлённые солнцем', with 'Живой' and 'Восток-запад' also 
continuing to feature. Amongst native speakers, the Soviet classics remain popular. Overall, 
the examiners were pleased with learner candidates' ability to select a suitable passage or 
scene and relate it to one of the characters or themes using concrete examples from the 
text or film - either through targeted use of quotations or by explaining the scene.

The most successful essays showed candidates' excellent essay-writing skills and were 
careful to address the question set. There was judicious use of quotations and the conclusion 
answered the question carefully. Essay phrases were used effectively and not overused. The 
best answers interwove the details about the scene chosen with the analysis of why it was 
important. These essays made it into the top band for Reading, Research and Understanding 
and were a pleasure to read. The candidates showed that they knew the text well and their 
writing was analytical and to the point; no word was superfluous to requirements. Less 
successful answers discussed more than one scene or spent too long on retelling the story 
and then only provided analysis in the last third of the essay.
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This candidate has chosen to study the film 'Живой'. A key scene is described in the second 
paragraph and the essay then goes on to give details of the significance of this scene. 
Targeted quotations and brief descriptions are used and the analysis is featured throughout.
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This is an outstanding Research-Based Essay 
on a film. The candidate has succeeded in 
integrating the analysis throughout the essay 
and uses targeted quotations to support the 
assertions made. The conclusion is carefully 
constructed and succinct. The essay scores in 
the top band for all categories.

Examiner Comments

For the literature or film option, detailed knowledge 
of the text is what is meant by 'clear evidence 
of in depth reading and research.' Candidates do 
not need to have studied secondary literature to 
access the highest mark bands, although this can 
always give further insight and might represent an 
opportunity for stretch and challenge.

Examiner Tip
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This candidate has chosen Baranskaya's 'Неделя как неделя' for the Research-Based Essay. 
Focused quotations are used carefully and the analytical parts are clearly marked.
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This is a very good Research-Based Essay. The candidate 
knows the text and the social and historical background 
extremely well. There is some evidence of wider reading. 
The early description of the episode in question is 
perhaps too long; this space could have been used to 
explore some of the subtleties of the chosen issue. The 
essay scores in the top band for all categories.

Examiner Comments

Prepare some short quotes from 
your book or play - this will enable 
you to illustrate your points more 
effectively. Make sure you refer to 
the question explicitly in your answer.

Examiner Tip
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Paper Summary
Based on their performance in this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

• Ensure that you prepare thoroughly for the translation task by studying the prescribed 
grammar list in the specification.

• Divide your time carefully in the examination and do not spend too long on any one part.

• Learn grammatical endings for verbs and nouns thoroughly, paying particular attention 
to the use of cases after prepositions, as this is the weakest area for many candidates.

• Seek to incorporate a range of more complex grammatical structures into your written 
work, such as conditionals, subjunctives, compound conjunctions, gerunds and 
participles.

• Write your essay in paragraphs so that the examiner can follow your points.

• Ensure that your handwriting is clear and legible. Good presentation will make your 
essay much easier for the examiner to follow.

• Read the discursive essay questions carefully and choose a topic for which you have at 
least some examples to back up your points. Make sure you plan the essay and keep it 
balanced, treating each side equally and drawing a conclusion at the end.

• Choose a topic for your Research-Based Essay which is focused and not too broad; the 
least successful RBEs were ones where the geographical area was the whole of Russia or 
the novel chosen was extremely long (such as 'Война и мир').
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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