
 
Unit 1: Spoken Expression and Response  
Marking guidance for oral examiners 
 
 
Tests that are too short 
A test is too short if it is less than 7 minutes 30 seconds. Candidates are allowed a 30 second 
tolerance. 
 
Drop down one mark band to the corresponding mark across the following assessment grids: 
• ‘Quality of Language – Accuracy’ 
• ‘Quality of Language - Range of lexis’ 
• ‘Response’ 
e.g. 
 

 
 
If a candidate would have scored 7, they should be given 5, if they would have scored 6, they 
should  be given 4. This will not affect the other assessment criteria ‘Understanding – Stimulus 
specific’ or ‘Understanding – General Topic Area’. 
 
Test that are too long 
Once the 10 minute mark has passed, the examiner stops listening at the end of the next 
sentence. 
 
Tests that do not move away from initial stimulus sub topic 
Candidates are limited in the amount of marks they can score.  
 

• 'Quality of Language - Range of lexis' – limited to a maximum of 3 marks 
• 'Response' – limited to a maximum of 8 marks 
• 'Understanding - General topic area' – cannot score more than 0  

 
Tests that are pre-learnt 
Candidates are limited in the amount of marks they can score. 
 

• ‘Response’ - limited to a maximum of 8 marks  
 
Please note: 
Understanding – Stimulus specific should only be used to mark Section A of the oral test. 
Understanding – General topic area should only be used to mark Section B of the oral test 
 
When marking the oral exam, examiners are advised to immediately allocate a mark for Section 
A, prior allocating marks for the rest of the test (Section B). 
 
If a score of ‘0’ is awarded for any of the assessment grids, the oral recording should be 
referred to your Team Leader. 
 


