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Introduction

Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the
examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates. The reports will include a general
commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects examined in the questions and
highlight good performance and where performance could be improved. The reports will also explain
aspects which caused difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor
examination technigue, or any other identifiable and explainable reason.

Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to
highlight, these questions have not been included in the report. A full copy of the question paper can be
downloaded from OCR.
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Paper 4 series overview

The Developments in Islamic Thought paper assesses the AO1 and AO2 skills of knowledge and
understanding and evaluation/analysis. To do well in this paper candidates needed to show that they
were fully in control of the question. They could do this by demonstrating a very good level of knowledge
and understanding of the topics covered and be able to discuss them confidently. Their evaluation skills
needed to show development and critical analysis.

Candidates that did well on this paper exhibited either good depth or breadth of knowledge, with a few
showing both breadth and depth — these were the candidates who achieved a Level 6. Candidates who
did less well on this paper exhibited a fairly superficial level of knowledge of the topics covered. They
also lacked the appropriate skills of critical analysis.
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Question 1

1* To what extent do Qur'anic teachings encourage religious tolerance? [40]

This was a reasonably popular question and responses covered a range of levels. The majority of
candidates achieved between Levels 3 and 5. A small number of responses achieved the highest level
with a relatively small number being given the lowest levels. Overall candidates could have benefited
from a greater level of knowledge of specific Qur'anic teachings on religious tolerance.

AO1: The majority of candidates knew of the Qur'anic quote referring to ‘no compulsion in religion’ and
were able to discuss, to some extent, the implications of this for religious tolerance. The question was
asking candidates to focus on tolerance of other religions (religious tolerance). The weaker responses
were those which used a more general definition of religious tolerance — taking it to mean tolerance
within Islam generally. This can be seen in the candidate’s response in Exemplar 1. These candidates
were unlikely to get higher than a Level 3 as they were addressing the general topic rather than focusing
on the specific question.

The stronger candidates were those who exhibited a wide-ranging knowledge of Qur'anic
guotes/teachings on religious tolerance — demonstrating breadth. A few candidates also showed good
depth of knowledge by explaining the differing ways that one teaching might be interpreted.

AO2: There were some excellent responses giving detailed arguments on both sides of the debate.
Others needed to provide a wider range of arguments or develop them further. The stronger responses
showed a good understanding of how human interpretation may result in the same quote being used for
both sides of the argument. They were able to develop these by giving specific examples. A significant
number of candidates used the ‘people of the book’ to argue that the Qur’anic teachings do encourage
religious tolerance. Only a few developed this by highlighting the fact that this teaching is only relevant to
Jews and Christians not other faiths and what this might mean for religious tolerance.

Exemplar 1

Al \digions_pauote. Lealhin i blerance. aad
y *rm}( Mﬂéd"_i' L(rjl IJCP EN

0 o an AL e rgnce. NoL\A ¢ Do chi (OB W\ e

] ,
SN : le = ™ AfLE :_" _ ALY st N L I a. AVENAS -

slecince showd Vv, pro Ailed N Lo G . JThers  AnA




A Level Religious Studies - H573/04 - Summer 2019 Examiners’ report

Wﬂ‘fﬂ% Muwdlins _are exmdwfl T lve Mmu
)

LT {1 , EA R iy "\f"t&k.b CH 00 a0 ;' Q-

; ; t TR
Aty &) ERATAVETEN A SICARER A TNV AMALAE S
2 .

Lt A anal;'d;k ‘J&-P. "Huz.d .
Mabhansad  ( ww_\ U dakes 4k ”'P o Mssfn
'&m 5 stop .ri ithe Heer FL.\M )ﬁ Hﬂ%_cm_ﬂf_d_

'JEMA'—\M‘"‘:S are shitl Wvﬁ-bLG ‘fb do ‘H'u.f‘} '@Mw— ﬂ?g;-a
s SLou.iA step W wide thaedr k&art? :




A Level Religious Studies - H573/04 - Summer 2019 Examiners’ report

Question 2

2*  “Without the angel Jibril, God’s messages could not have been communicated.’ Discuss. [40]

This was answered by a significant number of candidates, the majority of whom had at least a
reasonable understanding of Jibril’s role in Muhammad’s pbuh revelations.

AO1: The majority of candidates appeared to have a reasonably sound understanding of the importance
of angels in Islam. It was also clear that most had a good understanding of the role Jibril played in
revealing the Qur'an. Some of the weaker responses focused too much on just giving a narrative
description of the revelations. This limited the marks they were given as this misses the point of the
question.

The strongest responses were from those candidates who also demonstrated a knowledge of the
message given to previous prophets and Jibril's role in these.

AO2: Candidates answers covered the range of levels, with a small number reaching a Level 6 for
evaluation and analysis. The best responses provided a variety of arguments covering both sides of the
debate or were able to develop a few arguments in greater depth. Quite a few candidates discussed the
nature of God and how his omnipotence enabled him to communicate His messages with or without
angels. There were, however, a greater number of arguments for the quote than there were against it
with some only arguing this side of the debate. This showed that not all candidates fully understood the
demands of the question. Critical analysis could have been strengthened by discussing how the nature
of angels may have been an important factor, especially in the delivery of Muhammad’s pbuh message.

Those achieving the highest level also demonstrated an appreciation of how, arguably, a variety of
factors all played their part in the delivery of God’s message — not just the angel Jibril.




A Level Religious Studies - H573/04 - Summer 2019 Examiners’ report

Question 3

3* Assess the view that women were of little importance in early Islam. [40]

This was a popular question with a few candidates writing excellent responses, gaining a Level 6 for both
the AO1 and the AO2 elements. The majority of candidates clearly had a sound knowledge of the
position of women during the days of ignorance (jahiliyya). A number of the weaker responses focused
more/solely on the position of women in Islam generally.

AO1: Most candidates demonstrated, at least, a reasonable knowledge of the social status of women
during the days of ignorance and were able to give some evidence as to how this was improved in early
Islam. In order to get higher marks, however, some candidates could have avoided too much narrative
and summarised their points more successfully.

The weakest responses talked primarily about the position of women in Islam generally, with little or no
reference to early Islam, as can be seen in this Exemplar 2.

A significant number of responses demonstrated a good understanding of how some of Muhammad’s
pbuh wives (Khadijah, Hafsa and Aishah) could be used to illustrate the importance of women in early
Islam. A few candidates also referred to Qur’anic teachings on the issue. While this wasn't essential it
showed breadth of knowledge making higher marks more likely.

AO2: Candidates that didn’t reach the higher Levels (5 & 6) would have benefited from a greater variety
of arguments on both sides of the debate. A large number of candidates used the example of the
Prophet’s pbuh wives to support the argument that women weren't of little importance in early Islam. This
argument could have been developed further by contrasting their position with the position of women
generally in early Islam. This was something that the stronger candidates were able to do and in doing
so demonstrated a greater level of critical analysis.
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Exemplar 2
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Question 4

4*  Critically assess the view that secularisation is a threat to the Muslim world. [40]

This was the least popular of the four questions, however, a reasonable number of candidates did opt to
answer it. A few candidates were not entirely sure of what secularisation meant and this clearly had an
effect on their total marks. Overall, a greater use of specific examples illustrating the impact of
secularisation on the Muslim world would have been beneficial.

AO1: The majority of candidates were able to confidently explain what secularisation was, however,
there were a small number of candidates who couldn’t. This clearly impacted on the number of marks
that they were able to achieve.

Overall most candidates would have benefited from a greater knowledge and understanding of the
Muslim world as a combination of Islamic states, secular Muslim states and the Muslim diaspora living in
secular Western states. A small minority of responses did refer to these three and by doing so
demonstrated a comprehensive understanding of the issue. It was these candidates who achieved the
highest levels.

Candidates who scored lower were unable to refer to specific examples/case studies of secularisation
and indicate how these might impact on the Muslim world. A greater level of depth and/or breadth would
have allowed these candidates to achieve higher marks.

AO2: Generally, candidates seemed more able to argue for secularisation being a threat to the Muslim
world than it not. The most common argument being that secular countries may allow for behaviour that
is considered unacceptable (haram) in Islam. Some candidates would have gained more marks if they
had been able to develop this argument further or added other arguments — to show a greater level of
evaluation or critical analysis.

There were a few excellent responses demonstrating well-developed evaluation skills and offering a fully
justified conclusion. A small number of candidates, for example, were able to show an appreciation of
how secularisation can actually benefit the Muslim world by providing individual Muslims with a stronger
test of faith. The result of this is a strengthened Muslim world. It is this level of analysis that is likely to be
given the higher levels.
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