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1 ‘Only religious ethics can provide the correct solution to euthanasia.’ Discuss. 
 

AO1  Candidates might outline the main tenets of religious ethics that could apply to 
euthanasia: the Sanctity of Life, personhood and the approach of Natural Law that life is to 
be preserved. 
 
They could apply this to the different forms of euthanasia: involuntary, non-voluntary, 
active and passive. 
 
They may wish to consider quality of life or alternatives to euthanasia such as the hospice 
movement which provide alternative solutions to suffering. 
 
AO2 Candidates might look at the arguments for and against relying on religious ethics. 
They could consider the Sanctity of Life and the universal value given to human life, and 
contrast this with the teaching on autonomy and free will that suggest that the patient has 
the right to make his own decisions. 
 
They might evaluate the deontological nature of much religious ethics, and its universal 
approach, and contrast this with the approach of agape in Situation Ethics. 
 
On the other hand they may ask whether there can ever be a correct solution. And for 
whom is the solution to be deemed correct: the patient, the relatives or the hospital staff. 

 
 

2 Assess the view that everyone has the right to a child. 
 

AO1  Candidates may explain what is meant by ‘right’ in this context, and whether children 
may be viewed as commodities. 

 
They may discuss IVF and surrogacy. 

 
Candidates may discuss this issue with reference to Natural Law, Kantian ethics, or a 
consequentialist theory such as Utilitarianism or Situation Ethics. 
 
AO2  Candidates may argue that not everyone has the right to a child, citing single people, 
those in homosexual relationships etc. They may argue that it should be made a relative 
right, depending on the cost of IVF, the suitability of the parents, and the issue of spare 
embryos. 
 
Others may reject it as a right, arguing that life is a sacred gift and that IVF interferes with 
nature and the marital relationship. 

 
Others may consider that infertility is a condition that can be treated and that couples have 
the right to treatment so that they can have a child that belongs to them biologically. 
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3 ‘Most religious believers would agree with Utilitarianism.’ Discuss. 
 

AO1  Candidates may explain religious ethics as having a teleological element in Situation 
Ethics. 
 
Utilitarianism could be explained perhaps using Bentham, Mill and contemporary thinkers 
such as Hare or Singer. 
 
Common elements in the two approaches could be made. They may use examples to 
illustrate this. 
 
They may contrast this by explaining a more deontological approach  within religious ethics 
such as Divine Command Theory or Natural Law. 
 
AO2 Some may advocate Proportionalism as an attempt to connect religious ethics to a 
consequential theory such as Utilitarianism.  
 
They may say that a follower of Situation Ethics may have no problem in accepting  the 
Utilitarian principle of the ‘greatest good for the greatest number’. 
 
Others may argue that religious ethics cannot include Utilitarian elements. 

 
 

4 Assess the view that only Kantian ethics would allow embryo research. 
 

AO1  Candidates may outline the key tenets of Kantian ethics – it is  absolute, based on 
reason, duty, universalisability, treating others as ends etc. 
 
They could apply this to embryo research – stating clearly the purpose of the research. 
 
Candidates may also discuss the approaches of any other ethical theory. 

 
AO2 Candidates may question the statement, saying that there would be difficulty in 
universalisation, and, if the embryos were considered as persons, Kantian ethics would be 
against it. 
 
They may discuss Kant’s stress on acting out of duty, with no account taken of 
compassion or love, or even of the consequences. 
 
Candidates may compare Kant’s approach with another ethical theory, such as 
Utilitarianism, which they consider will allow embryo research. 
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