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Answer questions from one alternative only.

Alternative A – Buddhism

Answer two questions, one from Part 1 and one from Part 2.

Part 1

Answer one question from this part.

1 (a) Explain why the Triple Refuge is important to Buddhists. [33]

(b) ‘The Triple Refuge is really just three ways of saying the same thing.’ Discuss. [17]

2 (a) Explain why Buddhists turn to the Buddha as a refuge. [33]

(b) ‘If the Buddha is dead there is no point turning to the Buddha for refuge.’ Discuss. [17]

3 (a) Explain how joining the monastic Sangha may help a Buddhist follow the Noble Eightfold
Path. [33]

(b) ‘It is impossible to follow the Noble Eightfold Path without joining the monastic Sangha.’
Discuss. [17]

Part 2

Answer one question from this part.

4 (a) Explain what ceases when nibbana is attained according to Buddhists. [33]

(b) ‘Nibbana cannot be described.’ Discuss. [17]

5 (a) Explain the relationship between kamma and samsara in Buddhist teaching. [33]

(b) ‘Kamma is an unfair teaching.’ Discuss. [17]

6 (a) Explain how failure to understand the concept of anatta causes dukkha, according to the
teaching of the Buddha. [33]

(b) ‘Dukkha is the most important of the Three Marks of Existence.’ Discuss. [17]
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Answer questions from one alternative only.

Alternative B – Hinduism

Answer two questions, one from Part 1 and one from Part 2.

Part 1

Answer one question from this part.

7 (a) Explain the main concepts of the Advaita system of Sankara. [33]

(b) ‘For most Hindus Sankara’s system is too hard to follow.’ Discuss. [17]

8 (a) Explain the importance of Vishnu for Hindus. [33]

(b) ‘Hinduism is monotheistic.’ Discuss. [17]

9 (a) Explain the importance of Rama and Krishna for Hindus. [33]

(b) ‘The variety of gods in Hinduism is confusing.’ Discuss. [17]

Part 2

Answer one question from this part.

10 (a) Explain the relationship between karma and samsara in Hindu teaching. [33]

(b) ‘Karma is an unfair teaching.’ Discuss. [17]

11 (a) Explain the concept of dharma in the Bhagavad Gita. [33]

(b) ‘Following one’s dharma is the most important teaching in the passage of the Bhagavad Gita
which you have studied.’ Discuss. [17]

12 (a) Explain the Hindu concept of bhakti. [33]

(b) ‘Bhakti is an easier path than jnana to God.’ Discuss. [17]



4

2766 Jun05

BLANK PAGE

Permission to reproduce items where third-party owned material protected by copyright is included has been sought and cleared where possible. Every reasonable
e�ort has been made by the publisher (OCR) to trace copyright holders, but if any items requiring clearance have unwittingly been included, the publisher will be
pleased to make amends at the earliest possible opportunity.

OCR is part of the Cambridge Assessment Group. Cambridge Assessment is the brand name of University of Cambridge Local Examinations
Syndicate (UCLES), which is itself a department of the University of Cambridge.


