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Introduction
Centres and candidates are to be congratulated, as there were many examples of outstanding

work, especially in response to Q04. Where it was applicable, candidates made good use of the

context of the topic under consideration, for example, in Q03(b) many candidates were proficient in

their use of technical language.

There were many examples of high quality work and some superbly written introductions and

conclusions. Some candidates had successfully developed their evaluative skills for AO2, again this

was particularly evident in Q04.
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Question 1 

The quality of responses varied for Q01. Some candidates were confused about the meaning of

puranas and wrote across a range of topics, few of which were relevant. The term puranas is in the

specification and should be familiar to candidates. The better answers understood the importance

of the context of the smriti and its range of literary types.

The puranas may be classified in various ways and candidates tended to focus on their key

emphases, which was wise given the allocation of only 8 marks for this question. For example, a

worthwhile emphasis was on key beliefs associated with the trimurti.

Given the time restraints, it was important for candidates to select material carefully, such as the

Bhagavad Gita with a focus on bhakti and morality.
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This answer focused on key terms and displayed an understanding of

the context of the puranas. This answer referred to important features

such as its accessibility, narrative style and use of personalities.

Towards the end, the candidate quite correctly stressed the importance

of dharma, love and devotion.
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This response which gained full marks, showed the importance of

smriti and the trimurti in relation to the puranas. Special mention was

made of the role of the puranas in developing individuals' spirituality,

as exemplified in the Bhagavad Gita.
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Question 2 

A basic translation of vairagya was given in the question (detachment). This term required careful

unpacking, showing a range of interpretations. Some candidates located its uses in texts such as

the Yoga Sutras, and some candidates improved the quality of their work by showing links between

vairagya and yoga.

Candidates who scored the highest marks focused explicitly on the question relating to moksha.

AO2 material was seen in discussions about whether vairagya was the most central part of

attaining moksha compared to, for example, bhakti. The best evaluation was seen in responses

with well-reasoned judgements concerning the strengths and weaknesses of vairagya in this

context.
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This answer gained 11 marks. The content was very good but it could

have been improved by a more systematic focus on moksha, as

indicated in the question.

This question required evaluative material and this response

incorporated such skills by reference to the view that the importance of

vairagya is questionable compared to other Hindu aims such as karma.

The candidate argued that vairagha was nevertheless important, albeit

for a minority of Hindus. The conclusion was a good example of a

carefully constructed conclusion.
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Question 3 

Q03(a)

This textual question, based on Gandhi, attracted some exceptionally good responses often

concentrating on the theme of living at peace with all religions. Candidates spelt out the meaning of

terms such as exclusivist religion and missionary religion. Successful candidates focused on the text

and used it as a ‘spring-board’ to further develop their understanding on Gandhi’s distinctive

contributions, including the term dharma. In particular, candidates referred to Gandhi’s reference

to ‘untouchability’ and Dalit and what it signified to him. In the best responses, the breadth of

understanding was fully linked to references in the extract.

Less successful answers repeated too much of the text without further analysis.

Q03(b)

This question enabled candidates to develop their insight into the textual passage by considering

the broader issue of Gandhi’s concept of ‘Hinduism’. It was prudent to analyse different concepts of

‘Hinduism’ in order to give Gandhi’s approach a context. Some took the view that there is no agreed

definition of Hinduism.

Evaluative discussions considered the perceived primacy of Vedic revelation upheld in some Hindu

traditions such as Hindutva. Some discussed related topics such as Sanatana Dharma. An

important feature in many answers was the accretion of features across a considerable range of

diverse traditions. Level 5 required content encompassing the full range of elements in the

question. The higher levels were attained by those candidates who marshalled their range of

content to stress the underlying universalism found in Gandhi’s approach, and hence his ideas

about satya (truth).
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Q03(a)

The candidate referred to some of the influences on Gandhi and how

this had an impact on his views about tolerance. Importantly, this

affected Gandhi’s attitudes both within Hinduism and also across world

religions.

In Q03(b), Gandhi is seen as portraying Hinduism with a strong, world

standing reputation. The candidate used this notion as a cause of

debate. Equality was given prominence alongside ahimsa. The

candidate presented a good range of ideas and discussed their various

strengths and weaknesses.
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In Q03(a), the candidate pointed out the view that Hinduism is not

exclusive and this has implications for equality. The candidate related

ahimsa and peace to some caste issues.

Q03(b) displayed various discussions concerning the varna system and

religious pluralism. Further debate was seen in the implications for

Gandhi between Hindutva and various changes in society. The

exceptional knowledge shown in this response, along with its use in the

arguments provided, resulted in full marks.
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Question 4 

There were examples of outstanding work. Higher levels of work incorporated a range of

interpretations of Vedanta, concerning the relationship between atman and Brahman in the

Upanishads. Candidates balanced their material on Shankara and Ramanuja. The strongest

answers clarified concepts such as non-dualist Advaita Vedanta and also Vishishtadvaita.

One way of structuring the evaluative parts was to debate the strengths and weaknesses of these

respective positions. These debates included reference to ‘tat tvam asi’ coupled with its implication

for the reality of the external world. In contrast, Ramanuja’s empiricist value given to bhakti yoga

may have some popularity, but could be seen as a weakness to a belief in the immutability of

Brahman.

Links were made with Philosophy of Religion including: different philosophical methods such as

empiricism, links with ethics and views about equality compared to some elitist changes made

against Shankara, and beliefs about love seen in relation to NT studies.

The lower level responses contained generalised material with simple exposition and criticisms.
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This is an excellent answer. Both the introduction and conclusion are

exemplary. The candidate displayed AO1 skills to the highest level and

AO2 material was superb. There was a mastery of technical language

across a considerable range of Hindu thought and traditions. Links

were made to philosophy of religion.
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Paper Summary
Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

It is essential that candidates know the relevant factual information as outlined in the

specification.

Candidates are advised to focus on the question being asked. For example, Q02 required a focus

on vairagya and moksha, but the latter was often overlooked and lacked any depth.

All questions require a careful selection of relevant material and this is especially true for

questions with only 8 marks allocated.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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