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Introduction

Overall, the standard was good with examples of outstanding work. There are distinctively new
features of this Specification compared to the former Legacy. Candidates rose to these challenges
ably. For example, many candidates used the Anthology passage in 3a in a successful manner. The
synoptic question 4 attracted full and well-informed answers with intelligent use of links. For the
first time of running this exam many candidates are to be congratulated on their success.

This is the first year of this examination. The paper is divided into Parts A, Part B and Part C and
candidates must answer ALL questions.

Part A consists of two extended-response questions:

Question 1 has 8 marks for AO1 with the command word ‘explore’.

Question 2 has 12 marks with 4 marks forAO1 and 8 for AO2 with the command word ‘assess’.
Part B consists of one two part essay question on an excerpt sourced from the Anthology:
Question 3 has 10 marks for AO1 with the command word ‘clarify’.

Question 3b has 20 marks including 5 AO1 and 15 AO2 and the command word ‘analyse’.
Section C consists of one synoptic essay question:

Question 4 has 30 marks including 5 AO1 and 25 AO2 with the command word ‘evaluate’.
Centres and candidates are reminded to check the meanings of the five command words used in

the A level papers found in Appendix 1 of the A level Spec. The weightings of AO1 are 40% and AO2
has 60%.
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Question 1

Most candidates focused their material on the role of women in the synagogue. The better quality
answers explored the diversity of stances and this was mainly with reference to Orthodox and
Reform Judaism. In some cases candidates referred to particular female rabbis, notably Regina
Jonas. Occasionally the material naturally related to feminist issues, including ideas such as
patriarchal groups.

The following answers represent work at the highest level. They are good because:

* they provided detailed examples

* there was a proficient use of terms

* they displayed a breath of material which often include Orthodox and Reform Judaism.
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SECTIONA (e 7014
Answer ALL questions. Write your answers in the spaces provided.

1 Explore the role of women in the Synagogue.
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<QZ ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

The candidate was awarded 8 marks.

1 Explore the role of women in the Synagogue.
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Examiner Comments

The candidate was awarded 8 marks.
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Question 2

The mix of AO1 and AO2 was an assessment of Moses in the context of God’s revelation to his
people. Candidates clarified ideas about ethical monotheism. Candidates concentrated on the
authority of Moses in the context of the revelation of the Torah. Quite correctly some candidates
assessed the links with the covenant and beliefs about the chosen people of God. A few broadened
their work with contrasts between Moses and Abraham and Noah, although in a few cases the
relative amount of material on these figures could have been better adapted to the question on
Moses. Some considered differences between Orthodox and Reform with regard to the
fundamental topic of revelation and the respective interpretations given to Moses. Good practice
was seen when candidates related this material in the Spec 1.2 with Maimonides in box 5.1.

The following examples represent work at level 3:

* Candidates selected relevant biographical material

* They focused on significant points of interest

* There was a good understanding of key terms such as ‘covenant’

* |ssues of importance were included for example reference to Orthodox Judaism.
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2 Assess the status of Moses in the context of God’s revelation to his people.
(12)
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Examiner Comments

The candidate was awarded 12 marks.
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2 Assess the status of Moses in the context of God's revelation to his people.

(12)
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The candidate was awarded 12 marks.
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Question 3 (a)
3a:

The command word ‘clarify’ (for AO1 only) means ‘to identify key ideas and explain key concepts
'and this does not necessitate a sentence by sentence analysis. There are many methods
candidates may use to clarify a passage and examiners will credit any legitimate method. The
extract from Wiesel's ‘Night’ was used as an impetus to clarify ideas on the ‘Final Solution'.
Candidates selected some relevant historical context such as the Wannsee Conference together
with Nazi ideas based on Aryan supremacy. Some details were given about concentration camps
relevant to the passage. The lower quality answers almost repeated the passage sentence by
sentence without displaying an understanding of the significance of the points mentioned.

For Centre information: in addition beyond Q3a there may be some questions that lend themselves
to the content of the Anthology and of course candidates will be credited with relevant use.

3a

The following examples represent answers at level 3. They display good practice in textual analysis
for this type of question:

* They focused on the passage
* A context was given to provide some perspective to the details in the passage
¢ Candidates presented a commentary on the key ideas in the passage

* Where appropriate, references were given to the contributions of scholars.
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. SECTIONB
Answer ALL questions. Write your answers in the spaces provided.
Read the following passage before answering the questions,

\
After a few minutes of racing madly, we came to a new block. The man in charge
was waiting. He was a young Pole, who was smiling at us. He began to talk to us and,
despite our weariness, we listened attentively. S

“Comrades, you are now in the concentration camp Auschwitz. Ahead of you lies
already eluded the worst
danger: the selection. Therefore, muster your strength and keep your faith. We shall

all see the day of liberation. Have faith in life, a thousand times faith. By driving out

despair you will move away from death. I-MM . And now, here
is a prayer, or rather a piece of advice: let there be camaraderie among you. We are
all brothers and share the same fate. The same smoke hovers over all our heads.

P Help each other. That is the only way to survive. And now, enough said, you are tired:™~
Listen: you are in Block 17; | am responsible for keeping order here. Anyone with N\
a complaint may come to see me. That is all, Go to sleep. Two people to a bunk. Py
\GOOd night” Cresesad= \woieyy ¢ 9

(Source: Extract adapted from ‘Night, Wlml. E., Penguin, 2008, Edexcel Anthology)
Y Aorecosrdhe s -
3 (a) Clarify the ideas illustrated in this passage relating to the ‘Final Solution’

You must refer to the passage in your response.
(10)
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The candidate was awarded 8 marks.
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After a few minutes of racing madly, we came to a new block. The man in charge
was waiting. He was a young Pole, who was smiling at us. He began to talk to us and,
despite our weariness, we listened attentively.

“Comrades, you are now in the concentration camp Auschwitz. Ahead of you lies

a long road paved with suffering. Don't lose hope. You have already eluded the worst
danger: the selection. Therefore, muster your strength and keep your faith. We shall
all see the day of liberation. Have faith in life, a thousand times faith. By driving out
despair, you will move away from death. Hell does not last forever... And now, here
is a prayer, or rather a piece of advice: let there be camaraderie among you. We are
all brothers and share the same fate. The same smoke hovers over all our heads.

Help each other. That is the only way to survive. And now, enough said, you are tired.
Listen: you are in Block 17; | am responsible for keeping order here, Anyone with

a complaint may come to see me. That is all. Go to sleep. Two people to a bunk.
Good night”

(Source: Extract adapted from ‘Night; Wiesel, E., Penguin, 2008, Edexcel Anthology)
3 (a) Clarify the ideas illustrated in this passage relating to the ‘Final Solution!

You must refer to the passage in your response.
(10)
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Question 3 (b)
3b:

Question 3b relates to the extract and expands its scope. It requires candidates to analyse and
make arguments connected to the question. It spans AO1 (5 marks) and AO2 (15 marks). The
question requires candidates to analyse two Jewish responses to the Holocaust and this attracted a
number of very good answers. The mark schemes state that in these sorts of questions which
specify a number of topics to examine, that if candidates present more than the required number,
examiners read all the material and credit the best two exemplars. The exemplars used by
candidates were sometimes based on topics such as theodicies including the free-will defence,
punishment and the death of God. In other cases candidates referred to contributors such as
Fackenheim, Kaplan, Rubenstein, Jonathan Sacks and Wielsel. In these cases candidates analysed
their key ideas and emphases. In some cases candidates, used Nietzsche and although one can see
the logic, some candidates need to be aware of chronological sequence. Another popular strategy
was to draw on Orthodox and Reform stances regarding the Holocaust.

3b

The following examples represent work that achieved the highest level. They are good because:
* They presented a brief context to the topic

* There was a clear structure to the examples they selected

* The candidates clarified the thinking of these thinkers and stances

* They highlighted their distinctive contributions

* The question includes evaluation and there was evidence of critical appraisal of ideas

* There was effective use of key terms and language.
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Question 4

This has the highest marks across the papers with 5 marks for AO1 and 25 marks for AO2.The
command word ‘evaluate’ means ‘to review/analyse information, bringing it together to form a
conclusion/judgement based on strengths/weaknesses, alternatives, relevant data or information.
Candidates should come to a supported judgement of a subject’s qualities and relation to its
context.

The Religious Studies web site clarifies the wording of the question regarding how ‘developments in
Judaism have been influenced by one of:

Philosophy of religion

Religion and Ethics

New Testament Studies.’

Documents, that provide this information:

A Level Religious Studies update - Question 4

A level Religious Studies update - Approach to the Anthology
Those can be found here:

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/religious-studies-2016.course
materials.html#filterQuery=Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials

The web site states that this question may be answered by candidates who evaluate links with one
of these components. Most candidates adopt this approach which is entirely appropriate and
credit-worthy. Candidates who do not show links with another area of study will not be able to gain
marks beyond the top of level 4.

This question required candidates to evaluate how Orthodox and Reform express religious identity.
Good quality scripts clarified the meanings associated with ‘religious identity’. Good answers
reflected on the diversity of emphases among different traditions across Orthodoxy and similarly
across Reform movements. The tendency among most candidates was to structure their content
using a compare and contrast approach which was normally effective. Orthodox themes regarding
religious identity included beliefs about their God-given revelations and distinctive rituals and home
life. There were some detailed material on dress and food codes across both traditions. Reform
topics included evolutionary developments in belief and practice and pluralism. Specific points of
controversy regarding identity included notions about the Messiah, Zion and the state of Israel.

A considerable range of topics were explored regarding ‘links'. E.g. in philosophy of religion critics of
religion were related to some Jewish developments. With regard to New Testament studies there
was ample material including early Christian and Jewish controversies.

The following exemplar achieved marks in the highest level. They are commended because:

* There is a systematic focus on the question regarding Jewish identity

¢ Candidates focused on Orthodox and Reform Judaism

* In addition, there was evidence of a breadth of knowledge

GCE Religious Studies 9RS0 4E 27
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* Effective use was made of key Jewish scholars and contributors

* Candidates structured their answers around interesting topics such as Jewish scriptures, tradition
and practice gender and the state of Israel

* There was a proficient use of terms
* These examples achieved level 5 because overall the quality reflected this standard and they

included good ‘links’ such as Philosophy and life after death; Ethics and situation ethics and just
war; New Testament studies.
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4 Evaluate the ways in which Orthodox and Reform Judaism express religious identity.

In your response to this question, you must include how developments in Judaism
have been influenced by one of the following:

C { B itwan)
. Philosophy of Religion - ¢ Mt (o
+ Religion and Ethics -
« New Testament Studies.»
(30)
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4 Evaluate the ways in which Orthodox and Reform Judaism express religious identity.

Inyour response to this question, you must include how developments in Judaism
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Paper Summary

* |tis vital for the whole Specification to be taught.

¢ Time-management in this paper is important and candidates need to know about the different
range of marks for questions and to balance their time accordingly.

* Candidates are encouraged to understand the various ways of clarifying texts as used in 3a and
to develop their skills in textual analysis. One approach which tends to lower performance, is a
very close repetition of the wording of the passage itself. It is of course good practice to keep
quite close to the text, but to select and explain key terms and ideas. This clarity should be
sustained throughout their answer. Candidates should show their knowledge and understanding
of key ideas in the passage by way of detailed analysis and by the way they are amplified.
Furthermore, candidates may address a broad range of ideas provided they are linked to
references in the passage.

¢ Candidates may legitimately answer question 4 in terms of ‘links’ and this approach is supported
via details in the Religious Studies web site (see Qualifications - Course materials).

* Candidates may cross reference to related boxes of content in the Spec. In addition to the link

mentioned in g2 above, another possibility concerns issues about religious identity in Q 4 may
link 6.1 with 3.1 and 3.2.
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Grade Boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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