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Introduction
Overall, the standard was good with examples of outstanding work. There are distinctively new

features of this Spec compared to the former Legacy. Candidates rose to these challenges ably. For

example, many candidates used the Anthology passage in 3a in a successful manner. The synoptic

question 4 attracted full and well-informed answers with intelligent use of links. For the first time of

running this exam many candidates are to be congratulated on their success.

This is the first year of this examination. The paper is divided into Parts A, Part B and Part C and

candidates must answer ALL questions.

Part A consists of two extended-response questions:

Question 1 has 8 marks for AO1 with the command word ‘explore’.

Question 2 has 12 marks with 4 marks forAO1 and 8 for AO2 with the command word ‘assess’ .

Part B consists of one two part essay question on an excerpt sourced from the Anthology:

Question 3 has 10 marks for AO1 with the command word ‘clarify’.

Question 3b has 20 marks including 5 AO1 and 15 AO2 and the command word ‘analyse’.

Section C consists of one synoptic essay question:

Question 4 has 30 marks including 5 AO1 and 25 AO2 with the command word ‘evaluate’.

Centres and candidates are reminded to check the meanings of the five command words used in

the A level papers found in Appendix 1 of the A level Spec. The weightings of AO1 are 40% and AO2

has 60%.

GCE Religious Studies 9RS0 4C     3



Question 1 

Candidates were required to explore the beliefs and practices associated with Rama. Candidates

focused on Rama as an avatar of Vishnu and his significance to Vaishnavism. Attention was given to

the Ramayana and exploits about Rama and Sita and the ideals they represent. Quite correctly,

candidates stressed the importance of Rama in terms of upholding dharma. Candidates

emphasised the significance of Divali and the value given to bhakti.

These answers reflect the standards at the highest level. They:

presented key, significant ideas about Rama

candidates used key terms such as avatar and dharma accurately

based their work on key scriptures

broadened out thier material with reference to Rama and the defeat of evil and the upholder of

values.
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The candidate was awarded 8 marks.
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The candidate was awarded 8 marks.
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The candidate was awarded 8 marks.
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Question 2 

Candidates focused on the importance of the Indus Valley Culture for the development of

Hinduism. An understanding of the historical and geographical context of these sites were credit

worthy. Archaeological evidence from the main cities was noted, notably Mohenjo-Daro and

Harappa. Some argued that water and water cleansing were significant in the development of

Hinduism. Evidence of feminine influence along with fertility were stressed. Candidates analysed

some artefacts such the Great Bath and various seals. AO2 material included the problems of

untranslated script and difference of scholarly views about the interpretation of the evidence.

These three answers received marks in the highest level. They are good because:

they are well-informed about archaeological investigations

students refer to good quality scholarship

they select significant artefacts and comment on them

there was some evaluative material such as problems of interpretation of sources plus a range of

alternative influences during a similar period

there was a consistent focus on possible influences on the development of Hinduism.
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The candidate was awarded 12 marks.
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The candidate was awarded 12 marks.
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The candidate was awarded 12 marks.
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Question 3 (a) 

The command word ‘clarify’ (for AO1 only) means ‘to identify key ideas and explain key concepts’

and this does not necessitate a sentence by sentence analysis. There are many methods candidates

may use to clarify a passage and examiners will credit any legitimate method. Candidates identified

key emphases within Advaita Vedanta that the Self is believed to be identical with the Divine being.

In contrast, some candidates used the terminology that prakriti is separate from purusha. Many

took the opportunity to contrast what they described as the non-dualism of Shankara with qualified

monism of Ramanuja. Many students were confident in their analysis of these positions bearing in

mind this question required only AO1 material.

For Centre information in addition beyond Q3a there may be some questions that lend themselves

to the content of the Anthology. For example, in this paper q 4 there is relevant material on the

context to Dayananda Sarasvati in Smart’s extract which is reprinted in the Anthology.

The following two answers represent standards of work from the highest level. They are good

because:  

Candidates focused on key ideas in the passage with a systemtic focus on the text

There was a clear exposition of different stances

There was a proficient use of technical language

They clarified and explained some complex issues such as levels of truth.
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The candidate was awarded 10 marks.
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The candidate was awarded 10 marks.
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Question 3 (b) 

Question 3b relates to the extract and expands its scope. It requires candidates to analyse and

make arguments connected to the question. It spans AO1 (5 marks) and AO2 (15 marks). This

requires candidates to analyse the key beliefs about the relationship between atman and Brahman.

Candidates presented meanings of key terms such as Brahman and atman. There were clear

contrasts made between Shankara and Ramanuja and hence Advaita Vedanta and Vishishtadavaita.

Candidates were knowledgeable in their discussions about monism and dualism. The better

answers communicated the diversity of beliefs regarding this topic, which also included the

Bhagavad Gita.

The following three answers achieved marks in the highest level. They displayed good practice

because:

they examined in detail and with clarity key ideas on this topic

typically, this included work on Shankara and Ramanuja

candidates were familiar with key terms such as maya and monism

there was commendable breadth of material including textual sources from the Upanishads

candidates developed the implication of their studies e.g. with reference to yoga

there was a good level of understanding of the contributions of notable scholars.

26     GCE Religious Studies 9RS0 4C



GCE Religious Studies 9RS0 4C     27



28     GCE Religious Studies 9RS0 4C



GCE Religious Studies 9RS0 4C     29



30     GCE Religious Studies 9RS0 4C



GCE Religious Studies 9RS0 4C     31



The candidate was awarded 20 marks.
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The candidate was awarded 20 marks.
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The candidate was awarded 20 marks.
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Question 4 

This has the highest marks across the papers with 5 marks for AO1 and 25 marks for AO2.The

command word ‘evaluate’ means ‘to review/analyse information, bringing it together to form a

conclusion/judgement based on strengths/weaknesses, alternatives, relevant data or information.

Candidates should come to a supported judgement of a subject’s qualities and relation to its

context.’

The Religious Studies web site clarifies the wording of the question regarding how ‘developments in

Hinduism have been influenced by one of:

Philosophy of religion

Religion and Ethics

New Testament Studies.’

Documents, that provide this information:

A Level Religious Studies update - Question 4

A level Religious Studies update - Approach to the Anthology

Those can be found here:

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/religious-studies-2016.course

materials.html#filterQuery=Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials

The web site states that this question may be answered by candidates who evaluate links with one
of these components. Most candidates adopt this approach which is entirely appropriate and

credit-worthy. Candidates who do not show links with another area of study will not be able to gain

marks beyond the top of level 4.

Candidates were required to evaluate the thinking of Dayananda Sarasvati in modern Hinduism.

This included the context to Dayananda Sarasvati and some relevant biographical information.

Candidates were effective at focusing on his views about the primacy of the Vedas. The formation

of the Arya Samaj was seen as a critical factor in his significance and some candidates discussed

this group alongside other groups such as Brahmo Samaj . Candidates discussed a range of social

and ethical topics such as caste. A major topic was Hindu nationalism and the reasons for its origins

and discussions about its strengths and weaknesses. A number of answers concentrated on other

Reformers such as Ram Mohan Roy and Sri Ramakrishna. This approach tended to weigh up the

relative importance of Dayananda Sarasvati compared to other Reformers. This was quite

legitimate. However, some candidates focused more on these other Reformers at the expense of a

focus on Dayananda Sarasvati.

Candidates referred to a variety of links such as:

the functional use of religious language from Philosophy of Religion and the ways in which

Dayananda Sarasvati employed rhetoric;

issues regarding equality in Ethics were linked to social reforms related to Dayananda Sarasvati;

the status of authority of scriptures in the New Testament was linked to the place of the Vedas in

Dayananda Sarasvati’s system.
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These answers represent work at the highest level. They are commendable because:

They provided an historical context to Dayananda Sarsavati

There was very good use of key terms such as exclusivism and nationalism

Candidates showed their understanding of key topics such as the status of the Vedas and the

founding of Arya Samaj

There was a breadth of information such as his social reforms

An evaluation of Sarasvati Dayananda included an assessment of his role in relation to other

Hindu Reformers

Significant scholars were incorporated

There was evidence of effective reference to ‘links’ such as a philosophical interpretation of

beliefs and an ethical perspective to social reforms.
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The candidate was awarded 30 marks.
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The candidate was awarded 30 marks.
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Paper Summary
It is vital for the whole Specification to be studied.

Time-management in this paper is important and candidates need to know about the different

range of marks for questions and to balance their time accordingly.

Candidates are encouraged to understand the various ways of clarifying texts as used in 3a and

to develop their skills in textual analysis. One approach which tends to lower performance, is a

very close repetition of the wording of the passage itself. It is of course good practice to keep

quite close to the text, but to select and explain key terms and ideas. This clarity should be

sustained throughout their answer. Candidates should show their knowledge and understanding

of key ideas in the passage by way of detailed analysis and by the way they are amplified.

Furthermore, candidates may address a broad range of ideas provided they are linked to

references in the passage.

Candidates may legitimately answer question 4 in terms of ‘links’ and this approach is supported

via details in the Religious Studies web site (see Qualifications - Course Materials).

Candidates may cross reference to related boxes of content in the Spec. For example the passage

in 3a could be related to box 3.1 about sanatana dharma.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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