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Introduction

This specification was examined for the first time this year.

The examination was in 3 sections. Section A consisted of 2 questions. Section B consisted of one
two part question. Section C consisted of 1 question in which candidates were required to make
synoptic links with other aspects of their course. Candidates were required to answer all questions.

Questions 1 and 3(a) awarded marks solely for AO1, whereas the other questions in the paper were
designed to assess both AO1 and AO2.

Some candidates displayed an excellent detailed knowledge and understanding of specific Buddhist
teachings and practices and were able to look at other points of view objectively. At the same time,
there were candidates who appeared to have only limited knowledge and understanding of the
specification and did not directly address the specific topic in the question.
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Question 1

This question asked candidates to explore the key teachings of Pure Land Buddhism. Most
candidates were able to correctly identify what Pure Land Buddhism is. For some candidates this
was the extent of the knowledge that they showed, or perhaps they relied on general teachings of
Buddhism that are shared between different Buddhist schools. This question did focus the
candidates’ attention on the key ideas. As such the top level answers were able to utilise a wide
range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology appropriately, accurately and sustained
throughout. In this way they were able to use two emphases that may or may not be linked.
Answers that reached the top level showed a depth and range of understanding.
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ﬁ/\e Examiner Comments

In this response the candidate achieved Level 3.

It is evident throughout this answer that the
candidate is able to use a wide range of
knowledge, specialist language and terminology
appropriately and accurately, and this is sustained
throughout. This candidate uses a broad range of
key religious ideas and beliefs, some of which are
distinctive Pure Land ideas and others which are
linked to different aspects of Buddhism. This
enable the candidate to evidence and show a
depth of understanding of the key religious ideas.

\ ResultsPlus
) Examiner Tip

The introduction to the location of Pure Land is not
a key idea, and while interesting was not germane
to the answer.
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/\ Examiner Comments

This candidate response achieved Level 3.

The candidate is able to focus the ideas
surrounding Pure Land Buddhism around those
that are not common to other schools of
Buddhism. They are able to show the various
aspects of a Level three answer very well:

* Knowledge and understanding addresses a
broad range of key religious ideas and beliefs
(AO1).

* Comprehensively develops key religious ideas
and beliefs to show a depth of understanding
(AO1).

* A wide range of knowledge, specialist language
and terminology are carefully selected and used
appropriately, accurately and sustained
throughout (AO1).

&34\ ResultsPlus
\ Examiner Tip

While the candidate uses supporting quotes this
builds the overall impression of the level and it is
very useful, but is not necessary to always achieve
the highest level.
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Question 2

This question asked candidates to assess the importance of the Three Poisons. A small number of
candidates were unable to answer this question, leaving it blank. Candidates should be aware of
the need to revise the different aspects of the specification in preparation for the exam. This
question was answered in different ways including an assessment of the three individual poisons,
or a focus on the importance of the idea of the Three Poisons. Both approaches are equally valid
and enabled candidates to access the higher levels. There is no need to look at both sides of the
argument but most candidates did. The answers which were awarded the higher levels critically
deconstructed the information they used leading to coherent and logical chains of reasoning, which
in turn led to reasoned judgements of the question.
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This response was awarded Level 3.

The candidate takes each of the Poisons in turn to
explore the significance. It is important to note that
the candidate would have been limited to Level 2
in this response had they not covered the three in
their answer. The candidate is able to evidence
various aspects of the level descriptor. They are
able to critically deconstruct religious information
leading to coherent and logical chains of
reasoning, this in turn leads to coherent and
reasoned judgements of the full range of elements
of the question.

\ ResultsPlus
_ Examiner Tip

Judgements are made throughout the answer
which is a good way to address the demands of the
question.
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Question 3 (a)

This question utilised an extract from the anthology, asking candidates to clarify Buddhist teachings
illustrated in this passage about the Enlightenment of the Buddha.

Candidates were able to correctly discuss various aspects of the Enlightenment utilising the source
as a springboard. Candidates who only regurgitated the source were not able to achieve well, but
these responses were few and far between. There were some candidates who focussed their
answer on enlightenment generally which was not the focus of the question. The top level answers
were able to utilise a wide range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology appropriately,
accurately and sustained throughout. In this way they were able to use aspects of the source to
develop into a wider discussion of the Enlightenment.
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If there is any truth to the story that Gautama gained Enlightil":?e(m Bodh Gaya
in a single night, it could be that he acquired a sudden, absol

certainty that )
he really had discovered a %:;?%L%M_&Wm an
earnest seeker to Nibbana. He made this up; it was not a new creation or
an invention of his own. On the contrary, he always insisted that he had simply
discovered ‘a path of great antiquity, an ancient trail, travelled by human beings in
M&&nﬁﬂh‘!‘&hﬂmom had taught this path an
immeasurably long time ago, but this ancient knowledge had faded over the years
L:ulnd had been entirely forgotten. ot Lose m ,Pv nym.

(Souirce: Extract adapted from ‘Lives: Buddha' - Chapter 3, ‘Enlightenment; Armstrong, K.,
Phoenix Press, 2002, Edexcel Anthology)

3 (a) Clarify Buddhist teachings illustrated in this passage about the Enlightenment of
the Buddha.,

You must refer to the passage in your response.
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< Examiner Comments

This response achieved Level 3.

The response is a clearly focussed answer that
utilises the extract well. It utilises aspects of the
extract in turn and is able to clarify the various
points that are made. It is not necessary to cover
every aspect of the extract - the candidates are
able to choose to focus on a couple of aspects.
This response is able to fully meet the
requirements of the level descriptor.

* A wide range of knowledge, specialist language
and terminology are carefully selected and used
appropriately, accurately and sustained
throughout (AO1).

* Knowledge and understanding of key religious
ideas and beliefs is detailed and fully developed
(AO1).

* Knowledge and understanding addresses a
broad range of key religious ideas and beliefs
and are fully linked to references from the
extract (AO1).

The candidate is able to bring in their wider
knowledge and focus the answer well.

CU\F Plus
\ Examiner Tip

There may be a worry about spending too much
time on this question - candidates should be aware
that this is worth 10 marks and an appropriate,
rather than excessive, amount of time should be
spent on it.
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Question 3 (b)

This question asked candidates to analyse the extent to which the search for Enlightenment is
significant for Buddhists. This question elicited some very interesting responses. Candidates
engaged well with the question and were able to show understanding of the significance and lack
of significance. Candidates were able to use specific examples to show the significance of the
search for Enlightenment. Sometimes this was done in exploring and recognising the lack of
significance for certain Buddhists. There is a need to look at both sides of the argument in an
evaluate question. The answers which were awarded the higher levels critically deconstructed the
information they used leading to coherent and logical chains of reasoning, which in turn led to
reasoned judgements of the question. This was all supported by the comprehensive appraisal of
evidence. This involves a weighing of the value and success of the evidence being used.
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/\ Examiner Comments

This candidate achieved Level 5.

This response is detailed in meeting the
requirements of a Level 5 answer. There is a good
balance between AO1 and AO2. The candidate is
able to meet the demands of Level 5:

* A wide range of knowledge, specialist language
and terminology are carefully selected and used
appropriately, accurately and sustained
throughout (AO1).

* Critically deconstructs religious
information/issues leading to coherent and
logical chains of reasoning (AO2).

* Makes connections between the full range of
elements in the question (AO2).

* Constructs coherent and reasoned judgements
of the full range of elements in the question,
which are fully supported by the comprehensive
appraisal of evidence (AO2).

This candidate is able to tie the aspects which they
exploring to the question at different points. This is
key in ensuring that the answer is focussed around
the demands of the question. They are able to
utilise aspects of Buddhism to the search for
Enlightenment which was credited and showed the
adeptness of the candidate.

1

\ Examiner Tip

Ensure that both sides are explored and that
appraisal of evidence is undertaken.
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Question 4

This question was worth 30 marks and asked candidates to evaluate the status of the Tipitaka as
the foundation of Buddhist belief and practice. This also included the added requirement to include
links to Philosophy of Religion, Religion and Ethics, or New Testament Studies.

It should be noted that references to other religions do not count as a synoptic link as it is
impossible to study two religions. Where a candidate referenced aspects of Christianity care was
taken to ensure that this linked to the New Testament Studies part of the course rather than
Christianity as a World Religion.

This question was answered in a mixed way. Some candidates just gave a description of the
Tipitaka, whereas others engaged with all of the demands of the question. This could have been
because of a lack of time, but the responses which achieved lower levels suggested that candidates
did not really understand or address the demands of the question rather than time constraints.
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4 Evaluate the status of the Tipitaka as the foundation of Buddhist belief and practice.

In your response to this question, you must include how developments in Buddhism ,

have been influenced by one of the following:
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+ Religion and Ethics
« New Testament Studies.
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ments

< Examine

This candidate achieved Level 5.

This response is able to evidence aspects of the
level 5 descriptor.

‘A wide range of knowledge, specialist language
and terminology are carefully selected and used
appropriately, accurately and sustained
throughout (AO1).

-Critically deconstructs religious information/issues
leading to coherent and logical chains of reasoning
(AO2).

‘Makes connections between the full range of
elements in the question (AO2).

-Constructs coherent and reasoned judgements of
the full range of elements in the question (AO2).

‘Reasoned judgements are fully supported by the
comprehensive appraisal of evidence (AO2).

While the candaidate is able to use information
well they are slightly let down by the conclusion
which may not be a full and logical drawing
together of justified ideas (AO2).

There are two paragraphs on the third page that
show links to other aspects of the course- only one
was required but the candidate has signposted
them. The candidate has also linked them well with
the argument being made. These links do not
guarantee a Level 5 mark but open up the
possibility for such.

Ensure that the depth of certain aspects of the
content goes beyond the surface
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Paper Summary
Candidates should:

* Prepare for the wide range of topics that are studied in the AS Level and ensure they have
revised the whole specification.

* Be prepared to make links to other components (papers) they have studied for Question 4.
Indicating in their answer that they are doing this is helpful.

* Read questions carefully to ensure they are answering the question set.

* Allocate sufficient time for all sections. There is no requirement to begin at Question 1 and work
through the paper. Some candidates very obviously began with Section C. Whatever works best
for the candidate is permissible.

* Ensure that the source is referred to but not regurgitated in 3(a).

* Consider how they are appraising the evidence and arguments they are making in Questions 3(b)
and 4.

GCE Religious Studies 9RS0 4A 29



Grade Boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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