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Introduction
This is the second year of this examination. There were some good results last year and this

standard continued this year.

The paper is divided into Part A and Part B and candidates must answer ALL questions.

Part A consists of three questions:

Question 1 has 8 marks for AO1

Question 2 has 9 marks with 3 forAO1 and 6 for AO2

Question 3 has 9 marks with 3 for AO1 and 6 for AO2

Part B consists of one two part question:

Question 4a has 8 marks for AO1

Question 4b has 20 marks with 5 for AO1 and 15 for A02

Centres and candidates are reminded to check the meanings of the three command words used in

the AS papers found in Appendix 1 of the AS Spec. The weightings of AO1 and AO2 are equally

weighted across the whole of the paper: 50% for AO1 and 50% for AO2
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Question 1 

This required candidates to explore the importance of belief in God as creator. Candidates

emphasized monotheistic belief in this context, focused on the wording of the question and

referred to closely related topics. This included the Shema and significance of the mezuzah. Some

explored differences between Orthodox and Reform interpretations about God as Creator.

Although not required at AS, candidates were credited with information from Maimonides’ 13

principles regarding God as Creator.

These two scripts display work in the highest levels. They are good because:

candidates focused on key important ideas/beliefs

they gave systematic atttention to the details in the question

candidates elaborated on a few closely related topics such as the covenant

within the time available some considered a few implications of these beliefs such as ethical and

social factors.

4     GCE Religious Studies 8RS0 4E



GCE Religious Studies 8RS0 4E     5



The candidate was awarded 8 marks.
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The candidate was awarded 8 marks
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Question 2 

The question with a mix of AO1 and AO2 required candidates to assess the influence of Judah

Halevi on Rabbinic Judaism. It was important to focus on his influence. Some presented detailed

biographical information at the expense of concentrating on the thrust of the question. Candidates

selected useful themes as a way of assessing his influence. These included the special relationship

between God and the chosen people and the importance of Israel, resulting in some criticisms of

Christianity. Judah Halevi stressed the importance of knowledge of God through revelation and

prophecy. This entailed his criticisms of the place of reason in Greek philosophy and in kalam

thought. He created a range of ideas and beliefs, but an assessment required a focus on the

supremacy of Judaism. Some candidates assessed his influence with reference to other notable

rabbis which was an effective method of approaching part of this question.

These two scripts display good quality of work at the highest levels:

candidates saw the fundamental importance of the Torah

candidates stressed the importance Judah Halevi gave to ascertaining the purpose of some texts

some focused on the multiple meanings Judah Halevi gave to selected passages

candidates were knowledgeable about the complexities of Judah Halevi and the range of his

writings

some evaluative material assessed the significnace of Judah Halevi among other prominent

rabbis such as Rashi.
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The candidate was awarded 9 marks
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The candidate was awarded 9 marks
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Question 3 

The mix of AO1 and AO2 required an assessment of the ways Jewish scriptures are used across

different Jewish traditions. A number of candidates presented considerable detail about Jewish

scriptures and their range and classifications. Many emphasised their sacred value as the Torah as

being revealed by God to Moses and how this was revered in synagogues. Different types of

authority of scriptures were identified and these were exemplified in different Jewish traditions and

in their various festivals. Candidates were credited with material on halakha and mitzvot. A notable

stress was on differences between Orthodox and Reform views about scriptures and this resulted

in well-structured answers including implications for the role and status of rabbis in the context of

the place of scriptures. The standard could have been improved for some candidates by giving

greater prominence to AO2 demands, such as including different Jewish traditions.

These scripts represent work in the highest levels. They are good because:

candidates presented a range of relevant material

they drew concise comparisons between different types of scriptures

they highlighted the complexity of interpretations across a range of Jewish traditions, including

Orthodox and Reform Judaism.
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The candidate was awarded 8 marks
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The candidate was awarded 8 marks
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Question 4 

4a: This AO1 question required candidates to explore universal values associated with Judaism. This

included the notion of values being based on monotheism and the context within the Torah. A

popular topic among candidates was gemilut hasadim involving loving kindness without expecting

anything in return.

4b: This was the highest number of mark in the whole paper with 5 marks for AO1 plus 15 for AO2.

Candidates structured their material in an effective manner with an analysis of distinctive features

of Orthodox and Reform Judaism separately followed by their similarities and differences. Some of

this material included beliefs about the authority of revelation compared to the evolving beliefs and

customs of Reform. Candidates selected a range of topics to illustrate their views and arguments

such as Jewish identity, dress and food codes, sabbath and festivals, gender and sexual issues.

There were interesting discussion about the differences between halakhah and haskalah. Some of

the more subtle evaluations involved a consideration of a range of different emphases within

Orthodox traditions and similarly difference stances across some Reform schools.

Thes two scripts display good practice because:

candidates paid explicit attention to the issue about Jewish identity

they examined a broad range of information with sufficient attention to detail

candidates showed a good level of inight in their differentiation between halakhah and haskalah

they displayed interesting scholarly challenges in their AO2 material.
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The candidate was awarded 8 marks for Q04a and

18 marks for Q04b
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Paper Summary
Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

It is vital to focus on the precise wording of the questions.

Candidates are encouraged to link across other AS boxes in this component where there is

relevant material. For example question 4b refers to Jewish scriptures and this comes from box

2.1 and in addition boxes 3.1 and 3.2 refer to Orthodox and Reform Judaism.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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