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Introduction

This is the second year of 8RS0/4D and candidates achieved across the whole mark range and it
was good to see a substantial number of answers receiving full marks.

Candidates achieving marks in the higher levels produced work reflecting a close focus upon the
demands of the question and good knowledge of the topics. There was no choice within the
examination paper and it was therefore necessary for candidates to study all areas of the syllabus.

Marks awarded for questions varied:

Question 1 = 8 marks AO1; Question 2 = 3 marks AO1 and 6 marks AO2; Question 3 = 3 marks AO1
and 6 marks AO2; Question 4a = 8 marks AO1 and Question 4b=5 marks AO1 and 15 marks AO2.
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Question 1

Section A
This question asked candidates to 'Explore beliefs about prophets as one of the Six Beliefs'.

It was pleasing to see that this question was answered well by a substantial number of people and
only a small number gained low marks due to brief answers that needed amplifying or simple
narrative accounts about Muhammad'’s call to Prophethood. The better answers were full, though
succinct and linked Risalah to the importance of Muhammad as the Seal of the prophets, with
careful explanation of the relationship with the Six Beliefs.

4 GCE Religious Studies 8RS0 4D
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| /< Examiner Comments

The candidates were awarded 8 marks.

These two answers gained marks in level three and
reflect:

* a wide range of specialist language and
terminology appropriately and accurately used

* an wide range of knowledge about prophets and
the the Six Beliefs

* knowledge and understanding of the importance
of these beliefs for Muslims.
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Question 2

This question asked candidates to ‘Assess the view that Muhammad could not accept the beliefs
and practices of polytheism after his revelations'.

It was pleasing to see that many candidates focused upon the question and gained marks in Level
three. These answers gave reasons why Muhammad was unable to accept polytheism and
highlighted the changes that took place after the Revelation whilst also explaining the traditions
that were taken, changed and reapplied to Islam. Answers gaining marks in the lower levels tended
to be brief and were often simplistic responses, emphasising Muhammad’s rejection of polytheism.
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2 Assess the view that Muhammad could not accept the beliefs and practices of
polytheism after his revelations.
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2 Assess the view that Muhammad could not accept the beliefs and practices of
polytheism after his revelations.

Mabammoel  lonlel ng o Lcw ....... o mmm ...................
and prloste e plntaiiai e Uy

f;,LtW AmM{) AWy e aolr. pﬁ&
bmq U WW oA e Lnew

wm d'bNL amol wm n> u_u mrumﬁ qu
A 0N DM
d], &a,ch’ mmcal
M, ............. quw.tm Erarys polyfaeeSioL.. [ Aat i
ldfsmgLu et and.. el gl Tug....

M ﬂﬁp/l‘{ :
O 4 A .V A'V SRS 3% 5 7.4 N S . . T

A,
..... ngm Maoplie.
wem mm M\’ sH,f, u [ ﬂm

.... acafumr ony plylaedtiosglogier. e He
&uwpmmouuujw Mdmg.;mmﬁm
....7.1[ . D.AMH”I’M%., M; MJLWJLU} Wl af&&
bud. Mrr A0 unANUA A NGOG up A}Wu
g0 Tked o od Aoy A Ut
Mwm u,wu»\ o\mmnms RO ....e,uwm@ ...........
S M% oltive W Wod  handls  pilyaar

GCE Religious Studies 8RS0 4D 11



W Cavdludy,

....... acdumxrw
faten .
WML e idkea
........\,Lu,m.mja

VJLCLU-! Qrg

Mo oowwgd W (. pw!y
puLLmAm mw a.& AL Wiy
M. AaT.... \omg
T el

ﬂ.& deard
%@m@t}ﬁw cinre
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Examiner Comments

The candidates were awarded 9 marks. These two
answers gained marks in level 3 and
reflect the following:

¢ clear understanding that the Qur'an and
polytheism are incompatible

* the importance of Tawhid and shirk
¢ use of scholars

¢ careful use of specialist language and
terminology

* coherent and reasoned judgments supported by
evidence.
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Question 3

This question required candidates to ‘Assess the view that sawm (fasting) demonstrates submission
to the will of Allah’.

Candidates demonstrated a good knowledge of Sawm and the Five Pillars with some candidates
gaining full marks. The better answers focused upon the demands of the question concerning the
view that Sawm demonstrates submission to Allah’s will. These also compared the restrictions
placed upon those who do not have to fast and the nature of submission shown in other pillars,
whilst also using a wide range of information relating to attitudes and practices of different Muslim
groups. Answers in the lower levels tended to describe the practice rather than focusing on the
qguestion.
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3 Assess the view that sawm (fasting) demonstrates submission to the will of Allah.
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?/\ Examiner Comments

The candidates were awarded 8 marks. Both
answers were awarded marks in level three and
demonstrate:

* good ability to focus upon the demands of the
question

* a wide range of specialist knowledge, language
and terminology

* coherent and reasoned judgments showing the
relationship between sawm and submission to
Allah

* an individual approach relating to the trigger
word 'assess' in which one answer relates it to
salah and the other, to payment of zakat.
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Question 4

Section B
Question 4a

In this question candidates were asked to ‘Explore the key features of Muhammad'’s work in
Madinah'.

This question had a variety of responses with a spread of marks. Most candidates were able to
show the difference made by Muhammad in Madinah. Weaker answers were brief and generalised
whereas the better responses were full and detailed and demonstrating a good knowledge of
political developments during this period and details of the Constitution of Madinah.

Question 4b
This was the question with most marks and gave the greatest differentiation.

It is good to note that whereas some candidates provided answers that were brief or lacking debate
and analysis, a few candidates were awarded full marks, whilst a substantial number gained marks
reflecting sound knowledge and understanding. The better responses used their material well and
gave full reasons for the Qur'an being a source of authority for Muslim belief and practices. Many
compared the authority of Sharia, Sunnah and Hadith to that of the Qur'an and included the views
of different Muslim groups.

GCE Religious Studies 8RS0 4D
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4 (a) Explore the key features of Muhammad’s work in Madinah.
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(b) Analyse the view that the Qu'ran is the source of authority for all Muslim belief
and practice.

(20)
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(b) Analyse the view that the Qu'ran is the source of authority for all Muslim belief
and practice. -
(20)
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candidates were awarded 7 marks for 4a and
18 marks for 4b.

The two sets of 4a/4b answers were awarded
marks in the highest level and demonstrated:

* an excellent ability to focus upon the question

* a wide range of specialist knowledge, language
and terminology

* an awareness of the views of scholars

* coherent and reasoned judgments that were
supported by evidence.
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Paper Summary

* Centres must ensure that all content of the specification is covered.

* Candidates should be encouraged to focus closely upon the question. It is important to note the
number of marks awarded for each question and be aware of whether these are AO1 requiring
relevant information, or AO2 which involves analysis and debate. Where questions are awarded a
smaller number of marks, the answers should be succinct but full and must address a range of
key religious ideas and beliefs to show a depth of understanding. Where questions require AO1
and AO2 material, specialist knowledge, language and terminology should be selected and used
appropriately, and reasoned judgements should be made.

* Where a comparison of views is required, these must be clear and coherent, with reasoned
judgements being fully supported with evidence.

* For the longer final question, it is vital that candidates select material carefully to make an

evaluation based upon a wide range of knowledge that provides convincing and reasoned
judgements that are fully supported by the evidence.
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Grade Boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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