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General Marking Guidance 

  

  

                     All candidates must receive the same treatment.  Examiners 

must mark the first candidate in exactly the same way as they mark 

the last. 

            Mark schemes should be applied positively. Candidates must be 
rewarded for what they have shown they can do rather than 
penalised for omissions. 

                     Examiners should mark according to the mark scheme not 

according to their perception of where the grade boundaries may lie. 

                     There is no ceiling on achievement. All marks on the mark 
scheme should be used appropriately. 

            All the marks on the mark scheme are designed to be awarded. 
Examiners should always award full marks if deserved, i.e. if the 

answer matches the mark scheme.  Examiners should also be 
prepared to award zero marks if the candidate’s response is not 

worthy of credit according to the mark scheme. 

             Where some judgement is required, mark schemes will provide 
the principles by which marks will be awarded and exemplification 
may be limited. 

                     When examiners are in doubt regarding the application of the 
mark scheme to a candidate’s response, the team leader must be 
consulted. 

                     Crossed out work should be marked UNLESS the candidate 

has replaced it with an alternative response. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Paper 4: Study of Religion, Option 4B: Christianity Mark Scheme – 

2018                                                   
 

Question 

number 

Indicative content 

1 8 marks AO1 

 

AO1 will be used by candidates to demonstrate knowledge, understanding 

and specialist language and terminology when responding to the question. 

 

Candidates may refer to the following. 

 Unity: the Church is Christ’s mystical body and just as Christ cannot be divided 

neither can his body. There is one diverse Church.  

 Holy: the Church participates in the holiness of God by expressing the divine life 

in doctrine, sacraments and service. 

 Catholicity: The Church is the fullness of Christ's body on earth and thus the 

Christian faith is for all people. 

 Apostolicity: The Church professes the faith taught by the apostles, the deposit 

of faith, which was entrusted to the Church by Christ. 

 The Church may be viewed as an organism in which every member functions and 

associates with other members. 

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable material. 

Level 1 1–2  A narrow range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are 

selected but are unlikely to be used appropriately or accurately (AO1). 

 Knowledge and understanding addresses a narrow range of key religious 

ideas and beliefs with some inaccuracies (AO1). 

 Provides a superficial understanding of key religious ideas and beliefs 

(AO1). 

Level 2 3–5  A range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are selected, 

most of which are used appropriately with some inaccuracies (AO1). 

 Knowledge and understanding addresses a narrow range of key religious 

ideas and beliefs (AO1). 

 Develops key religious ideas and beliefs to show a depth of understanding 

(AO1). 

Level 3 6–8  A wide range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are 

carefully selected and used appropriately, accurately and sustained 

throughout (AO1). 

 Knowledge and understanding addresses a broad range of key religious 

ideas and beliefs (AO1). 

 Comprehensively develops key religious ideas and beliefs to show a depth 

of understanding (AO1). 

  



Question 

number 

Indicative content 

2 3 marks AO1, 6 marks AO2 

 

AO1 will be used by candidates to underpin their analysis and 

evaluation. Candidates will be required to demonstrate knowledge and 

understanding using specialist language and terminology when 

responding to the question, and in meeting AO2 descriptors described 

below. 

 

Candidates may refer to the following in relation to AO1. 

 Most Christians express and declare their faith through hymns, songs and 

anthems. 

 Music creates atmosphere and enriches worship. 

 Music may be a significant religious experience in itself. 

 

AO2 requires candidates to develop their answers showing analytical and 

evaluative skills to address the question. Such responses will be 

underpinned by their use of knowledge and understanding. 

 

Candidates may refer to the following in relation to AO2. 

 Music is important because some Christians find their closest experience of God 

through hymn singing. 

 Music is important because anthems, hymns and spirituals clearly are things 

which give worship meaning. 

 Music is an effective way to gain inner strength and inspiration for daily living, 

and as such has intrinsic value. 

 Of all the art forms that may be employed in worship, music is especially 

corporate because it contributes in reflecting the ‘togetherness’ or ‘community’ 

aspect of worship. 

 

Candidates who show achievement only against AO1 will not be able to gain marks 

beyond the top of Level 1. 

 or 

  



 

Question 

number 

Indicative content 

3 3 marks AO1, 6 marks AO2 

 

The specification refers to the views of Luther and Calvin and these are used as 

exemplars. 

 

 

AO1 will be used by candidates to underpin their analysis and 

evaluation. Candidates will be required to demonstrate knowledge and 

understanding using specialist language and terminology when 

responding to the question, and in meeting AO2 descriptors described 

below. 

 

Candidates who assess only salvation or justification cannot normally 

proceed beyond Level 2. 

 

Candidates may refer to the following in relation to AO1. 

 For Luther justification is by faith alone (sola fide). 

 Luther affirmed salvation by grace through faith. 

 Calvin understood election to salvation as unconditional. 

 

AO2 requires candidates to develop their answers showing analytical and 

evaluative skills to address the question. Such responses will be 

underpinned by their use of knowledge and understanding. 

 

Candidates may refer to the following in relation to AO2. 

 In contrast, Luther rejected the Catholic doctrines of penance, indulgences and 

any other form of human merit as necessary for salvation. 

 Controversially, Luther taught and believed that it is God’s grace alone that 

forgives sins and imputes the righteousness of Christ to the one who believes. 

 It can be argued that Calvin emphasised justification as a forensic act, whereby 

God declares the believing sinner righteous, an act made possible by the grace 

of God. 

 For both Luther and Calvin, Christ’s death is seen as substitutionary atonement. 

 

Candidates who show achievement only against AO1 will not be able to gain marks 

beyond the top of Level 1. 

   

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable material. 

Level 1 1–3  A narrow range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are 

selected but are unlikely to be used appropriately or accurately (AO1). 

 Information/issues are identified (AO2). 

 Judgements are supported by generalised arguments (AO2). 

Level 2 4–6  A range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are selected 

most of which are used appropriately with some inaccuracies (AO1).  

 Deconstructs religious information/issues which lead to a simplistic chain 

of reasoning (AO2). 

 Judgements of a limited range of elements in the question are made 

(AO2). 

Level 3 7–9  A wide range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are 

carefully selected and used appropriately, accurately and sustained 

throughout (AO1). 

 Critically deconstructs religious information/issues leading to coherent and 

logical chains of reasoning (AO2). 

 Constructs coherent and reasoned judgements of the full range of 

elements in the question (AO2). 



Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable material. 

Level 1 1–3  A narrow range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are 

selected but are unlikely to be used appropriately or accurately (AO1). 

 Information/issues are identified (AO2). 

 Judgements are supported by generalised arguments (AO2). 

Level 2 4–6  A range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are selected, 

most of which are used appropriately with some inaccuracies (AO1). 

 Deconstructs religious information/issues, which lead to a simplistic chain 

of reasoning (AO2). 

 Judgements of a limited range of elements in the question are made 

(AO2). 

Level 3 7–9  A wide range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are 

carefully selected and used appropriately, accurately and sustained 

throughout (AO1). 

 Critically deconstructs religious information/issues leading to coherent and 

logical chains of reasoning (AO2). 

 Constructs coherent and reasoned judgements of the full range of 

elements in the question (AO2). 



 

Question 

number 

Indicative content 

4(a) 8 marks AO1 

 

AO1 will be used by candidates to demonstrate knowledge, understanding 

and use of specialist language and terminology when responding to the 

question. 

 

Candidates may refer to the following. 

 One key feature is the deontological use of the Ten Commandments. 

 The New Testament contains essential ethical teachings of Jesus in the Sermon on 

the Mount. 

 A central Christian message from the Bible is to ‘love your enemies and your 

neighbour as yourself’. St. Paul talks of love as being patient, kind and of envying 

no one. Agape is a key element of Situation Ethics. 

 Christians should live a life that is understanding of others. 

 Christians should follow the example of Jesus and live a life that involves self-

sacrifice and service. 

 

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable material. 

Level 1 1–2  A narrow range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are 

selected but are unlikely to be used appropriately or accurately (AO1). 

 Knowledge and understanding addresses a narrow range of key religious 

ideas and beliefs with some inaccuracies (AO1). 

 Provides a superficial understanding of key religious ideas and beliefs (AO1). 

Level 2 3–5  A range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are selected, 

most of which are used appropriately with some inaccuracies (AO1). 

 Knowledge and understanding addresses a narrow range of key religious 

ideas and beliefs (AO1). 

 Develops key religious ideas and beliefs to show a depth of understanding 

(AO1). 

Level 3 6–8  A wide range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are carefully 

selected and used appropriately, accurately and sustained throughout (AO1). 

 Knowledge and understanding addresses a broad range of key religious ideas 

and beliefs (AO1). 

 Comprehensively develops key religious ideas and beliefs to show a depth of 

understanding (AO1). 



Question 

number 

Indicative content 

4(b) 5 marks AO1, 15 marks AO2 

 

AO1 will be used by candidates to underpin their analysis and 

evaluation. Candidates will be required to demonstrate knowledge and 

understanding using specialist language and terminology when 

responding to the question, and in meeting AO2 descriptors described 

below. 

 

Candidates may refer to the following in relation to AO1. 

 The Bible is the only book that some Christians call ‘the word of God’. 

 Some Christians believe that God guided the authors of the Bible to write 

down his will, word for word. 

 The Bible is the primary source for Christian worship, beliefs and practices. 

 

AO2 requires candidates to develop their answers showing analytical 

and evaluative skills to address the question. Such responses will be 

underpinned by their use of knowledge and understanding. 

 

Candidates may refer to the following in relation to AO2. 

 Historically Christianity ‘inherited’ the Jewish canon and consequently 

Christians believe that God spoke through the Old Testament prophets and 

revealed his will also through the Old Testament. 

 Christians consider that the developed Christian canon has led to the fact 

that both the Old Testament and New Testament are used within Christian 

liturgy today.  

 The content of the Bible consists of a range of material such as law, 

prophecy, writings, history, poetry, gospels, letters, apocalyptic, parables 

and miracles, through all of which God reveals himself. 

 There are different Christian attitudes to the Bible such as literalists, 

traditional approaches of divine inspiration and liberal approaches. 

Implications of some of these may be examined. 

 Beliefs about the authority of the Bible within different traditions, for 

example, ‘sola scriptura’ during the Reformation, the importance of the Bible 

and tradition within the RC Church might be discussed. 

 The Bible is believed by some Christians to be infallible and inerrant, by 

others as inspired literature and by others as merely ancient literature. 

 

Candidates who show achievement only against AO1 will not be able to 

gain marks beyond the top of Level 1. 

 

  



 

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable material. 

Level 1 1–5  A narrow range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology 

are selected but are unlikely to be used appropriately or accurately 

(AO1). 

 Information/issues may be selected (AO2). 

 Makes basic connections between a limited range of elements in the 

question. 

 Judgements are supported by generic arguments (AO2). 

 Judgements made with no attempt to appraise evidence (AO2). 

Level 2 6–10  A limited range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology 

are selected, some of which are used appropriately with some 

inaccuracies (AO1). 

 Deconstructs religious information/issues (AO2). 

 Makes connections between a limited range of elements in the 

question (AO2). 

 Judgements of a limited range of elements in the question are made.  

 Judgments are made with little or no attempt to appraise evidence 

(AO2). 

Level 3 11–15  A range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are 

selected, most of which are used appropriately with some 

inaccuracies (AO1). 

 Deconstructs religious information/issues, which lead to a simple 

chain of reasoning (AO2). 

 Makes connections between many but not all of the elements in the 

question (AO2). 

 Judgements of a limited range of elements in the question are made. 

 Judgements are supported by an attempt to appraise evidence 

(AO2). 

Level 4 16–20  A wide range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are 

carefully selected and used appropriately, accurately and sustained 

throughout (AO1). 

 Critically deconstructs religious information/issues leading to 

coherent and logical chains of reasoning (AO2). 

 Makes connections between the full range of elements in the question 

(AO2). 

 Constructs coherent and reasoned judgements of the full range of 

elements in the question. 

 Reasoned judgements are fully supported by the comprehensive 

appraisal of evidence (AO2). 
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