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Introduction
This specification was examined for the second time this year.

The examination was in 2 sections. Section A consisted of 3 questions. Section B consisted of a two

part question. Candidates were required to answer all questions.

Questions 1 and 4a awarded marks solely for AO1, whereas the other questions in the paper were

designed to assess both AO1 and A02.

Some candidates displayed an excellent detailed knowledge and understanding of specific Buddhist

teachings and practices and were able to look at other points of view objectively. At the same time,

there were candidates who appeared to have only limited knowledge and understanding of the

specification and did not directly address the specific topic in the question.
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Question 1 

This question asked candidates to explore the distinctive emphases of Theravada Buddhism. Most

candidates were able to correctly identify what Theravada Buddhism is and some were able to give

short introductions to it being the Way of the Elders. For some candidates this was the extent of the

knowledge that they showed, or perhaps they relied on general teachings of Buddhism that are

shared between different Buddhist schools. This question did focus the candidates’ attention on

the distinctive emphases. As such the top level answers were able to utilise a wide range of

knowledge, specialist language and terminology appropriately, accurately and sustained

throughout. In this way they were able to use two emphases that may or may not be linked. Some

candidates, for example, focussed on the stages to becoming an arahant and the beliefs that made

this distinctive. Answers that reached the top level showed a depth and range of understanding.
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This response achieved a level 3. The candidate

was awarded 8 marks. The candidate chooses two

emphases and explores each one in turn. Through

this they are able to show the depth and breadth

expected of a level 3 answer. It should be noted

that there is no preamble but the candidate just

begins the question with an answer which is

advisable.

Consider the amount of time spent on each

question. This candidate recognises that spending

more time on this question would not enhance the

skills that are in evidence.
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Question 2 

This question asked candidates to assess the importance of vipassana meditation. A small number

of candidates latched onto the idea of meditation and developed their answer around this. This lack

of specificity meant that candidates were unable to reach the higher levels as the understanding

shown was not in sufficient depth. This question was answered in different ways including a

comparison with other forms of meditation such as samatha, or focussing on the strengths and/or

weaknesses of vipassana. Both approaches are equally valid and enabled candidates to access the

higher levels. There is no need to look at both sides of the argument but most candidates did. The

answers which were awarded the higher levels critically deconstructed the information they used

leading to coherent and logical chains of reasoning, which in turn led to reasoned judgements of

the question.
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This candidate achieved level 3 and was awarded 9

marks. This response uses the information well

and ensures judgements are made throughout.

This is not necessary but the candidate is able to

flag up where the judgements are being made and

builds the answer throughout.

Ensure that the answer is always tied to the

demands of the quesion- avoid over explanation

without attempts to assess.
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Question 3 

This question asked candidates to assess the significance of the belief that there is a Buddha nature

in everyone. A small number of candidates were unable to answer this question- leaving it blank.

Candidates should be aware of the need to revise the different aspects of the specification in

preparation for the exam. This question was answered in different ways including a comparison

between Mahayana and Theravada ideas, or a focus on the importance of the idea of the Buddha

nature mainly found in Mahayana traditions. Both approaches are equally valid and enabled

candidates to access the higher levels. There is no need to look at both sides of the argument but

most candidates did. The answers which were awarded the higher levels critically deconstructed

the information they used leading to coherent and logical chains of reasoning, which in turn led to

reasoned judgements of the question.
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This answer achieved a level 3. The candidate was

awarded 9 marks. This response begins with a

large amount of AO1 information but the

candidate is able to develop this and ensure that

the information is assessed in light of the question.

This question is worth 9 marks and consideration

has to be given to the length of time, and therefore

the depth necessary.

This candidate looks at both sides- this is not

necesary to achieve level 3 but on this occasion

adds more depth and breadth to the answer that is

not in evidence on the first side alone.
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Question 4 

This question asked candidates to explore key events in the life of the Buddha. This question was

answered very well by most candidates. They were able to utilise aspects of their knowledge to

develop explanations of the key events in the life of the Buddha. The top level answers were able to

utilise a wide range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology appropriately, accurately

and sustained throughout. In this way they used two or three events to explore in depth. Some

candidates, for example, focussed on the four sights and the enlightenment. Answers that reached

the top level showed a depth and range of understanding. Some answers that gave a brief

narration of the Buddha’s life were unable to show this depth of understanding necessary to reach

level 3.

Part b asked candidates to analyse the significance of the historical, religious and social context at

the time to the life and message of the Buddha. This question elicited some very interesting

responses. It is important to note this question asked candidates to address all three of the

historical, religious and social context. They did not have to be given equal weighting but all three

needed to be addressed to meet the full range of elements in the question demanded by level 4.

Candidates engaged well with the question and able to show understanding of the significance and

lack of significance of the various aspects. Candidates were able to use specific examples from the

Buddha’s life and message to show the significance of the various contexts. Sometimes this was

done in exploring a rejection of certain ideas rather than an acceptance. Some answers were very

short which seemed to suggest that candidates were running out of time in the examination and

careful consideration should be given to this. There is a need to look at both sides of the argument

in an evaluate question. The answers which were awarded the higher levels critically deconstructed

the information they used leading to coherent and logical chains of reasoning, which in turn led to

reasoned judgements of the question. This was all supported by the comprehensive appraisal of

evidence. This involves a weighing of the value and success of the evidence being used.
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This candidate achieved level 3 on part a (was

awarded 8 marks) and Level 4 on part b (was

awarded 20 marks). Part a is more than a

recitation of the events of the life of Buddha but

utilises and develops the information to show a

depth and breadth of understanding.

Both sides of the argument are explored in part b

and the candidate is able to weigh the various

strength of the arguments being made. There is

also a logical structure to the answer that ensures

all aspects of the quesion are addressed.

Judgements are made throughout the response

showing that the logical chains of reasoning are

leading to the logical judgements.
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There is scope for a tighter conclusion that draws

together the points made- but the candidare does

address the criteria throughout the question.
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Paper Summary
Following on from this report, it is possible to suggest a number of simple ways in which candidates

can be helped to improve their performance:

Candidates should read questions carefully to ensure they are answering the question set. This is

reflected in the ‘distinctive emphases’ of question 1 or the naming of the various contexts in 4b.

Candidates should allocate sufficient time for Section A. There is no requirement to begin at

question 1 and work through the paper. Some candidates began with Section B. Whatever works

best for the candidate is permissible.

Candidates should prepare for the wide range of topics that are studied in the AS Level.

Candidates should consider how they are appraising the evidence and arguments they are

making in question 4b.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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