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Introduction
This year was the second sitting of Specification 2016 AS Level Religious Studies and centres across

the country are to be congratulated for the academic grasp of the subject possessed by their

candidates whose scripts were a privilege to read. These achievements are only possible through

the hard work and dedication of centres that drew together a wide range of their own resources to

empower their candidates within this subject. New Testament Studies is one of three papers that

candidates can choose to demonstrate their knowledge, understanding and skills in Advanced Level

Religious Studies. The marks from each individual paper contribute to one overall subject grade.

The paper was set as follows:

Q1 Topic 2.2: Titles of Jesus –Synoptic gospels - ‘Explore’ question

Q2 Topic 2.1bThe influences of Hellenism John’s Gospel ‘Assess’ question

Q3 Topic 3.1a Synoptic problem/priority of Mark ‘Assess’ question

Q4a Topic 3.2Authorship of the Fourth Gospel. Two part essay Part a)

Q4b Topic 3.2 Purpose of the Fourth Gospel.Two part essay Part b)

Key lessons could be learned and applied in terms of tackling the new style questions and although

it was good to see less blank responses for questions that were not revised there are a few pointers

that will help candidates performance.

Firstly, centres are expected to teach the whole specification and should not make assumptions

about what may or may not be tested on the exam paper or in what combination. Candidates can

be asked a question from anywhere in the specification and are best advised to ensure that

revision covers the whole course because there are no ‘options’ or ‘choices’ of questions available.

Secondly, the 8 mark Explore questions in Q1 and 4a should be answered succinctly without

discussion or analysis. Full marks can be obtained by focusing solely on the factual information

required to answer the question. These questions are targeted towards the A01 assessment

objective which is about demonstrating knowledge and understanding.

Thirdly, the two 9 mark Assess questions can only gain full marks if there is evidence analysis or

evaluation. A narrative response that omits to analyse and evaluate aspects of the A01 material will

reach a ceiling of marks.

Fourthly, Candidates who spent far too much time on Q1 and/or Q2 would be better advised to

answer the two-part essay question in 4a and 4b first, whilst keeping an eye on timings, as

cumulatively these add up to 28 out of 54 marks – almost 50% of the mark. The 20 mark extended

essay question in 4b represents a significant 37% of the available marks for the whole paper and

ultimately a brief and rushed response to this question can impact on an otherwise successful

paper. Candidates cannot afford to spend too long on Questions 1-4a and there was evidence in

this sitting of time management issues.

Fifthly, candidates continue to misuse the answer booklet by not writing their answers in the

correct sections. The official statement by Pearson on this issue is: ‘Both ePen items and scripts

with attachments are directed to all examiners. There is no advantage in attaching additional pages

when there is space available for the item in the answer book’.
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Candidates were expected to answer ALL questions on the paper and this year most candidates

attempted all the questions on the paper. Successful candidates managed their time carefully and

used a range of scholarship in their answers. There is evidence of some very good work on the New

Testament and candidates in this session demonstrated very good knowledge of more modern

scholarship in their work alongside the traditional sources. The best answers paid clear attention to

the demands and wording of the question and wrote full and detailed responses carefully noting

the demands of the questions . It is important to note that candidates who gave general responses

to a topic rather than addressing the particular question tended to be less successful as they could

not answer the question fully. It remains the case that candidates invariably perform better when

they are able to apply information they have carefully learnt to the specific demands of a question.

Overall, candidates were very well taught by centres and the most successful candidates produced

impressive responses that evidenced sound learning, engagement with the subject matter and

accurate knowledge of not only the textual content but also of relevant scholarship.
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Question 1 

This question asked candidates to explore the key ideas contained in the titles of Jesus in the

synoptic gospels. The command word ‘explore’ required candidates to demonstrate understanding

by investigating different reasons, concepts and ideas demanded by the question. Candidates

needed to know which titles of Jesus can be found in the synoptic gospels and to understand that

the ‘I am’ sayings from the Fourth Gospel were not required by the question.

On the whole candidates’ responses to the question concerning the titles for Jesus within the

synoptic gospels were impressive. The best responses showed a detailed understanding of the

gospel narratives and key areas for debate and discussion including the messianic secret and

debate regarding the eschatological significance of the title Son of Man. Many candidates achieved

the highest marks by a systematic review of key titles, offering a concise paragraph on the titles

Christ, Son of Man, Son of God and Messiah. Some explored the concepts of teacher or Lord. Most

candidates programmatically worked through three titles, the most common being: Son of Man,

Son of God and Messiah; the level of detail presented by the majority enabled access to top Level 3.

Indeed, most responses were awarded full marks for depth of knowledge rather than breadth.

Some candidates misunderstood the question and discussed at length the ‘I am’ sayings in the

Fourth Gospel. While credit was given for relevant material this did mean that many candidates did

not receive reward for impressive subject knowledge. Others in the lower range depressed

achievement by irrelevant exploration of miracles

This question highlighted the importance of candidates reading the question carefully and having a

grasp of the layout of the specification. There was a clear distinction between those candidates who

had gained a thorough understanding of the course content and those who had not.

This is a good example of a script that answered the question succinctly without discussion or

analysis. Full marks can be obtained by focusing solely on the factual information required to

answer the question.
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This candidate was awarded 8 marks.

The candidate has solid knowledge of the content

and covers three titles with enough detail to fulfil

the criteria for Level 3.
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This second response is fuller than the last one that earned full marks. This exemplar offers a full

range of factual knowledge and is representative of many scripts that earned full marks.
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The candidate has packed in a full range of

material and no time is wasted because each line

adds to the overall content.

Keep focused on presenting accurate knowledge

within the timeframe.

This is an excellent response that exemplifies the best quality answer that provides a wealth of

textual detail as the facts are presented. Three titles of Jesus are explored very fully. The candidate

is clearly very well prepared for this topic and manages to write in depth under exam conditions

and produces an impressive answer.
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There is no substitute for accurate detailed

knowledge. Hard work pays off.

Practise questions beforehand as time

management is crucial.
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Question 2 

This question asked candidates to assess the view that Hellenistic influences are central to the

Prologue. The command word ‘assess’ required candidates to apply reasoned judgement of factors

to reach a judgement regarding their importance/relevance to the question context. The

expectation of this question is that AO1 knowledge and understanding of the subject matter will

underpin A02 analysis and evaluation and the question demanded that the implications of

Hellenism for the Prologue be assessed and to reach a judgement as to how far Hellenism can be

considered as a central influence in the Prologue . Once again, there was a clear distinction

between those candidates who had gained a thorough understanding of the course content and

those who had not. Some less confident candidates wrote about Hellenistic influences in the

synoptic gospels and others missed a key element in the question regarding the evidence for the

centrality of Hellenism in the Prologue. Marks were missed if the wrong topic focus was pursued or

the question itself ignored.

There were some really excellent answers whereby candidates who understood the demands of

the question were able to discuss the relevant content and accessed the best marks. The best

responses were characterised by the ability to assess and evaluate the implications of Hellenism for

the Prologue and the wider world of the Fourth Gospel. Many responses showed a detailed

understanding of the key philosophical movements of the time, and were able to articulate beliefs

within Stoicism and the respective contact points in the Prologue. Other students took a structured

approach, assessing the significance of concepts including the Logos, Light and Life and other

examples of dualism in the text. These responses were underpinned with a secure knowledge of

the content of the Fourth Gospel and occasional reference to scholarship. Popular scholars referred

to included Smalley, Hooker and C.H.Dodd.

At the lower range candidates showed a lack of understanding of the meaning of the terms of the

question and so offered vague or generic responses. Some candidates chose to assess key

elements of the Prologue in general and so were limited in their ability to access the best marks by

a failure to directly answer the question. A few candidates tried to develop their answers by

pursuing other elements in the gospel which they considered to be more central e.g. Jewish

influences but most candidates who tried this line of reasoning ended up with more diffuse

answers which lacked a specific focus on Hellenism. Weaker answers either failed to demonstrate a

sufficient knowledge of the course content or completely misunderstood the demands of the

question.

This excellent answer assesses two sides of a debate regarding Hellenistic influences in the

Prologue and balances the response with sufficient detail to warrant full marks. The response

shows clear control over the materiel plus the ability to construct coherent and reasoned

judgements of the full range of elements in the question.
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This answer focuses nicely on the question and

reaches the upper parts of Level 3 in both AO1 and

AO2, it scored 9 overall. An obviously

comprehensive piece.

Solid learning pays off. Stay on topic.

This next exemplar shows a response that covers a very limited range of knowledge. The candidate

is not comfortable with the topic and may not have revised it.
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This examiner was awarded 3 marks.

This answer indicates that the candidate did not

really know the topic and moved on to assess

material that was not demanded by the question.
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Marks cannot be awarded if the material is not

there. The response must be on topic to be

creditworthy.
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Question 3 

This question asked candidates to assess the view that the priority of Mark is convincing. The

command word ‘assess’ required candidates to apply reasoned judgement of factors to reach a

judgement regarding their importance/relevance to the question context.

The expectation of this question is that AO1 knowledge and understanding of the subject matter

will underpin A02 analysis and evaluation and the question demanded that the ‘significance’ of

selected A01 material be addressed. Candidates needed to know how the priority of Mark fitted

into the context of the synoptic problem. It would not be sufficient to list elements of the synoptic

problem without pointing out some detail on the priority of Mark and what this meant. The

majority of candidates were able to discuss the priority of Mark in detail and correctly identified

relevant scholarship.

On the whole the question was answered to a good standard by the stronger candidates and there

was a clear distinction between those candidates who had gained a thorough understanding of the

course content and those who had not. However, this was the weakest question on the paper for

some candidates who clearly had not revised the topic and either left a blank page or offered only a

sentence or two. Some candidates made an effort to respond to the question but a lack of detailed

understanding of the key material to be addresses addressed impaired their progress. A minority

explored the theological emphases of Mark’s gospel but, unfortunately, this material could not be

credited to any great degree because there was insufficient discussion on the priority of Mark as

demanded by the question.

The more successful candidates either possessed a detailed knowledge of the rationale behind

Markan priority or were able to adapt their understanding of the synoptic problem to satisfy the

demands of the question. Such candidates understood the literary relationship between Matthew,

Mark and Luke and were able to contextualise the priority of Mark accurately. The best responses

were characterised by accurate application of scholarly thought in regard to the development of

hypotheses and the capacity to summarise the nature of the priority of Mark.

Achievement was affected in the lower range by irrelevant exploration of other options not

required by the question and a few candidates had clearly confused their material or either

misread the question.

This is a very good example of an answer which makes great use of the topic content to focus on

the question. The candidate was able to assess the view regarding the priority of Mark and

presented a very clear assessment.
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This answer focuses nicely on the question and

reaches the upper parts of Level 3 in both AO1 and

AO2, it scored 9 overall. The candidate knew the

material very well.

There is no substitute for either depth or breadth.

Fluency in the topic really does achieve high marks.

This answer is very well argued and supported with scholarship, accurate content and an

assessment of the view that is totally coherent. The candidate knows the topic very well and

handles the question fluently.
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An extensive and well organised response gaining

the full 9 marks.

Know the specifics and use this to answer the

question.
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Question 4 

Question 4a

This question asked candidates to explore views about the authorship of the Fourth Gospel.

Candidates were expected to demonstrate clear knowledge of different possibilities for the

authorship of the Fourth Gospel and to be able to provide a reasonable range of suggestions.

The majority of candidates enjoyed success in responding to this question. In the most successful

responses candidates gave a detailed survey of the suggested authors for the Fourth Gospel. A

common area of misunderstanding centred on the role of John the Baptist. Several students

suggested him as author, rather than some disciples of Jesus who had been of the school of John

the Baptist. Some candidates misunderstood the question and gave a summary of potential

purposes for the Fourth Gospel but these instances were rare. Candidates did well by ‘getting to the

point’ immediately and covering their range of authors with enough detail to earn full marks. The

best responses were able to give detailed and nuanced answers, supporting the varied solutions

with text from within the Fourth Gospel itself, or with accurate reference to Patristic sources.

The most impressive responses extended a range of possible authorship across at least four

options including John the Beloved, John the Elder, the Johannine community and even managed to

cover some lesser well-known options such as Lazarus; all options for authorship were discussed

with accurate knowledge of how the academic community supports or rejects these options.

Question 4b

This question asked candidates to analyse the key purposes of the Fourth Gospel. The command

word ‘analyse’ required candidates to deconstruct information and/or issues to find connections

and provide logical chains of reasoning in order to make judgements regarding their

importance/relevance to the question context. Candidates were expected to know at least a couple

of classic key purposes of the Fourth Gospel and the best responses organised their response

under five purposes amongst which the most often cited were evangelistic, Christological,

Soteriological, and Theological. Other purposes that were less frequently mentioned included

correcting theological error, and supporting the early believers who were persecuted. There was no

requirement to cite a particular number but most candidates were able to analyse at least three

purposes in some detail.

Responses to question 4b were mostly very competent and earned marks for their diligent

preparation and sound grasp of the key content . There were a range of paths taken by students,

with some working through key texts studied within the gospel to reveal the potential purposes of

it while others chose to take John 20:31 as a programme to follow. Some of the strongest

candidates deployed a wide range of evidence from the gospel itself and clearly connected different

content to each purpose that was identified.

Whilst this question was mostly done very well by candidates who had clearly prepared the Fourth

Gospel; this question revealed the time pressure of the paper, with many responses starting well

but stopping abruptly. The lesson to be learned here is that of time management and some

candidates might have fared better if they tackled the two part essay question first. There is no

need to write three pages on Q1 if this means that time will run out on the questions that carry

most marks.

In this exemplar there is clear coverage of the authorship of the Fourth Gospel in part a) and the

response in 4b) has a close focus on the key purposes of the Fourth Gospel deploying wide subject

knowledge and use of appropriate scholarship. This response represents very well what can be
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expected in a full mark response. The candidate clearly knew the topic and managed to write a well

organised answer in the time available. Assuming that all other questions have been answered

similarly there are signs here of good time management and the reward for full, accurate on target

work is access to the highest levels because hard work pays off.
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This candidate was awarded 8 marks for Q4a and

20 marks for Q4b.

It is possible to achieve full marks in the allocated

space for 4a) and part b) demonstrates a well-

thought out response with accurate scholarship

and relevant subject knowledge.

Remember that this question is a two part essay.

Exploit the natural progression of thought from

part a) and build up the analysis of the topic in

part b).
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4a offers a good example of a concise response to the 'explore' question that demands factual

knowledge. 4b is of a reasonable length for achieving top Level 3 (most candidates did not write

more than this). However, to go into Level 4 more evidence of wide knowledge is required. This was

still a well-balanced script that earned full marks in part a) and just needed a little more material

added to the part b) assessment and analysis element of the question. Candidates might consider

answering the essay question first to avoid running out of time.

This essay scored 8/15
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This candidate was awarded 8 marks for Q4a and

15 marks for Q4b.

Good organisation and attention to detail can

result in very clear responses.
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The essay question carries a considerable

proportion of the marks and must be given

adequate time.
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Paper Summary
A very good year's work has been done by centres and candidates, in general equipping candidates

to respond well to the demands of this paper. Candidates appear to enjoy the material they study

and are able to respond with enthusiasm.

Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

Respond to the specific demands of the question, tailor information learnt to answer that

particular question.

Practice writing to timed practise questions using the exam timing.

Use the answer booklet correctly and avoid unnecessary attachments.

support points made with examples and relevant detail to explain the point.

Express your viewpoint clearly where A02 is required.

Continue to develop a good range of scholarship in their answers.

Take care with subject specific spellings (terminology and scholars).
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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