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Introduction
The second cohort of candidates taking AS Religious Studies appeared to be better prepared and

more able to tackle a range of questions based on the specification material. There were fewer

questions left unanswered and in many cases candidates were able to reflect a good range of

scholarship and awareness of a range of relevant material to support their answers.

In some cases, candidates wrote too much for fewer mark questions which had a knock-on effect

on their timing. The examination requires a lot to be done in a short time frame, so candidates

should practice writing to time as often as possible.

Some candidates were able to produce exceptional answers across the board and produced papers

worthy of full marks. These are to be highly commended as reflecting best practice at AS level,

ensuring that answers are not generic or based on common sense or general knowledge material.

For candidates who take this examination as an AS qualification in its own right, there is everything

to be gained in taking the opportunity to perform to the highest level and to benefit from the UCAS

points it has to offer. Candidates who are taking it as a form of practice exam, mock or entry test to

Year 2, should take the opportunity to revise Year 1 material thoroughly, and to prepare revision

materials which will help substantially in Year 2, reducing the need for revision materials made

from scratch at such an intense time.
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Question 1 

Candidates on the whole coped well with this question. Responses were the main in middle to top

Level 3 offering insightful answers regarding principles of Natural Moral Law and displaying a wide

range of knowledge and a depth of understanding of the subject matter.There was some evidence

of good material on the basics from Thomas Aquinas and some did well to tease out the secondary

precepts and cardinal virtues. Some strong answers went on to give valid statements about the

work of Bernard Hoose. Some candidates extended their answers to include evaluative material

which was not required and could have had an effect on their overall time management.

Explorations into the key concepts of Natural Moral Law were rather terse in the weaker answers,

with some expounding on the benefits of finding “nature” in all kinds of ethical dilemmas.Really

good answers found it hard to squeeze Goods/Apparent Goods with External/Internal behaviours

on top of all the precepts, origins and modern versions of the theory.They would have earned 8

marks with half of the material.

This answer is awarded 8 marks
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A clear example of a full mark answer which

includes appropriate scholarly material, outlining

the principles of theory concisely enough to keep

to one page but with sufficient detail to show a

high level of knowledge.

Use of technical terms gives this candidate's

answer far greater authority.
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This answer is awarded 7 marks
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Another strong answer which just falls short of full

marks. Compared with the previous answer there

is slightly less detail and relevant AO1 content.

As both these candidates have done, it is helpful to

avoid too much exemplary material or case

studies.
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Question 2 

Sexual Ethics is always an invitation to express confident opinions and candidates were not afraid

to respond to the need to assess their material. Whilst weaker answers struggled here to stay close

enough to the question or to provide detailed assessments, the best candidates assessed a range

of teachings and views while others did not delve deep enough or gave general responses. Most

managed to confine themselves to one world religion, though a lot confined themselves to

Catholicism, which although legitimate, sometimes restricted and encouraged repetition in the

answer. The best answers brought in a good range of material explored in the discussion on sexual

ethics. Some candidates limited their response to just one topic, for example, homosexuality and

often did less well. The best responses contained good referencing from a sacred text, evidence of

scholarship, and illustrated a sensitive grasp of modern responses. A few responses made for

devotional reading.

Most answers generate marks in the range from level 2 to the middle of level 3, just lacking that

extra finesse to show the full range of all the elements required in analytical and evaluative skills.

This answer is awarded 8 marks
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Another well-argued response dealing with

Christian approaches to sexual relationships. It just

fights shy of full marks.

Ensure you have scholarly material to use when

writing about sexual ethics.
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This answer is awarded 9 marks

12     GCE Religious Studies 8RS0 02



This candidate has included useful biblical material

and kept a clear focus on Christian approaches on

sexual relationships. Although it is not

sophisticated, it is well organised and does the job

efficiently.

Develop an argument in these questions in which

AO2 is the primary focus. Candidates are credited

for their ability to assess the material, not just to

narrate it.
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Question 3 

Utilitarianism was a very popular topic, and many candidates tried to squeeze their whole essay

into a page and a half.For the most part candidates were able to demonstrate a good range of

knowledge, specialist language and the correct terminology. There were many ways of achieving 9

marks, which was a delight to see, with many branching out into modern forms, though rarely with

attribution or assessment. Quite a few got so carried away with the wealth of material that the

assessment did not receive enough attention.Better answers (and some weaker ones) did apply the

theory to actual ethical dilemmas, to their advantage. The best answers made good distinctions

between the differing types of Utilitarianism and made sound reasoning in how such an ethic can

be applied, although it was a surprise to some examiners that popular current issues such as the

NHS or Brexit were not used as relevant examples.

Some weaker answers failed to notice that the question asked about strengths of Utilitarianism and

their assessment was entirely about weaknesses. Although an assessment of strengths can give

rise to a consideration of weaknesses, candidates should be aware of the specific demand of the

question and focus their material appropriately.

This answer is awarded 9 marks
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Another well-crafted answer which focuses on the

question and is underpinned by well chosen

details.

Answers should be clearly structured and clearly

written.
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This answer is awarded 9 marks
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Another full mark response which is justified by its

clear structure, relevant and accurate material and

focus on the question, all efficiently contained

within the given answer space.

Note how both answers have avoided anecdotal

case studies.
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Question 4 

Question 4(a)

Quite a large number of candidates did not seem to know anything at all about passivism and a

surprising number left this answer blank. Given the relatively high quality of answers to Q4(b) this

was somewhat counter-intuitive. Several answers waffled and few managed to make any mention

of both religious and ethical pacifism. Some candidates knew the ethical arguments, while rather

more were able to quote common biblical references. Some of the weakest answers were focused

on the work of Martin Luther King.

Candidates who were confident in their knowledge were able to fit a good deal of material into the

one page provided – with different types of pacifism, expositors, quotation and examples cited.

Question 4(b)

Candidates were much more confident tackling this aspect of the topic. The best responses looked

at both strengths and weaknesses in assessing Just War Theory as a mean to going to war with

developed layers of criticism and evaluation and lots of detail and views. Others were superficial or

lacked the depth or sophistication seen in many candidates’ good responses.

Few candidates specifically answered the question “Can a war be just”, and a prepared answer on

Just War Theory was widely used by many candidates, but in many cases to good effect.Few

examples were given to as examples of poor Jus post bellum, such as the Treaty of Versailles – far

fewer than references to Westboro Baptist Church for Question 2.But there was good exemplar

material in the better answers, and many were rewarding reading.Only those candidates with very

large handwriting managed to fill the space and it would have been nice to award more reference

to scholarship and some narrative where there was space to do so.

This answer is awarded 22 marks in total for part (a) and part (b)
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Q4(a) is basic but appropriate and earns the

candidate 6 marks. They have shown their

understanding of pacifism effectively but there is

room to develop the response.

Q4(b) is a workmanlike response, showing good

knowledge of the Just War Theory and reaching a

conclusion. More credit could have been gained by

greater use of examples and scholarship.

It is important to maximise your marks by scoring

well in both parts of this question. They are

invariably connected, so make sure that your

knowledge of the specification is secure.
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This answer is awarded 25 marks in total for part (a) and part (b)
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Q4(a) offers a stylish answer which covers some

interesting ground with confidence. It just falls

short of full marks and could have been more

tightly focused to include more AO1 detail.

Q4(b) is also clear, confident and well structured,

aimed at the question set. In the top band, it just

falls short of full marks which could have been

gained by further exemplification and analysis.
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Paper Summary
Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

They should ensure that all the specification content is covered.

They should practice writing to timed conditions as often as possible.

Do not over write on the shorter answers – notably the 8 and 9 mark questions.

Ensure that AO2 material is clearly evident in Questions 2, 3 and 4b.

Ensure that responses are scholarly and based on a firm knowledge of appropriate reference

material.

Make the most of the marks available in Question 4. It may be worth considering answering this

question first to ensure it is given enough time.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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