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Introduction

This year saw some very strong responses across the questions but there were also some general
issues worth addressing here.

The easiest way for candidates to improve is to remember to answer the question, not a question
they would prefer or feel more knowledgeable about. Some candidates may have misread the
question but simple tips such as underlining or circling key words should help them engage with
what exactly is being asked.

Another issue that can be improved is timing. It is important to stick to the advertised timings as far
as possible; these can be found on the Edexcel web-site and are recommended to ensure
candidates are able to demonstrate their range of knowledge and powers of analysis across the full
breadth of the paper. Many candidates appear to have struggled with their timing this year.
Responses to Q1 (8 marks) were often long, taking the full page available, whilst responses to Q4(b),
the final (20 mark) question, were often stilted and possibly cut short.

The trigger words for each question should remind candidates of the weighting of AO1 and AO2
marks and successful candidates apply this to their answers.
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Question 1

This required an exploration of the problem, however many candidates presented solutions to the
problem thus were not addressing the question. It is vital to write an answer to the question on the
paper, not simply present knowledge of something related to the topic. Centres should urge
caution here; it is very important that candidates read the question carefully and answer the set
guestion.

This requires only AO1 material. Candidates who launched into an assessment of ideas were
penalising themselves by not presenting strictly AO1 material.

The best answers explained the logical, the evidential (although this was less prevalent) and the
moral problems - using scholars’ names to identify their answers. There were many insightful
responses referring to the works of Epicurus, Mackie, Hume, Hick and Swinburne. Many candidates
were able to confidently and accurately use terminology such as 'omnibenevolent' and 'omniscient’,
and explained how the presence of suffering therefore causes difficulties for belief in God. Some of
the weaker answers were confused about the philosophical vocabulary and relied on a simple
explanation of some examples of suffering in the world.
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This response was awarded full marks. Despite
being a little repetitive at times it is clear on the
issue of the attributes of God, and there is good
reference to the evidential problem of evil as well.

Q ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

Be direct and explain key terms.
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SECTION A

Answer ALL questions. Write your answers in the spaces provided.
1 Explore key features of the problem of suffering.
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-
ﬁ | { ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This answer just reached into Level 3 at 6 marks. It
has a full but basic style and presents material on
the types of evil and the attributes of God but it is
less secure and developed than the previous
example.

G\

& \ ResultsP
N Examiner Tip

Don't forget to develop or unpack your ideas as
well in the time available.
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Question 2

There were many candidates who were unaware of the term ‘Kalam’ despite it being clearly on the
Specification. This issue arose last year with the Process solution to the problem of evil and
indicates candidates are disadvantaged if centres do not cover the whole Specification or
candidates select topics to focus on in their own revision rather than covering all of the material.
Some left their scripts entirely blank, others ignored the unknown term and wrote an essay about
the cosmological argument generally, focusing on Aquinas et al with different degrees of success.

The best answers were aware that AO2 constituted 2/3 of the marks for this question, and they
made sure to keep evaluating and to provide a conclusion - and a good conclusion will choose one
side of the argument and state why it is stronger (not just that they think it's better).

The best answers also picked out the distinctive features of the Kalam argument; some candidates
wrote enthusiastically about al-Kindi, al-Ghazali and William Lane Craig; they discussed the question
of infinite regress, the compatibility with modern science and the benefits of an a posteriori
argument. Candidates were able to balance these strengths with criticisms in order to ‘assess’ fully.
They discussed the criticisms of thinkers such as Hume, Kant and Dawkins to evaluate the Kalam
and there were some very fine connections made to the Russell and Copleston radio debate. Some
of the weaker responses included very confused connections to key terms such as ‘deductive’;
others relied on arguing that the Kalam version of the cosmological argument is strong ‘because it
predates Aquinas’ with no real analysis of why this would make it effective. Weaker answers fixated
on one aspect and had little detail or assessment.

There are two exemplars for this question, both in the top level.
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%Z ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

This response earned the full marks available; it
has an obvious structure and a pleasing level of
detail. There is good and clear 'assessment’
evident here.

ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

Structuring your answer helps focus on the
question.
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2 Assess the strengths of the Kalam version of the Cosmological Argument for the
existence of God.
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% ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

This answer is a little brief; however the material is
relevant and an answer on why it is strong is
presented. It was awarded 7 marks, just into Level
3. It could be improved by developing the amount
of 'Assess' material or offering the other side of the
argument.
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\\ ResultsPlus

Examiner Tip

AO2 can best be achieved by offering a judgement
about the issue and this can be done by
considering and assessing the other side of the
argument as well.
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Question 3

There were a number of scripts where the candidates seemed unfamiliar with the term ‘analogy’.
Additionally, some candidates demonstrated weak exam technique and wrote an account of the
Design Argument generally, rather than focusing on the key words ‘strength’ and ‘analogy’.

However, the majority of scripts focused on William Paley’s watch analogy and tailored their
material appropriately. Aquinas' analogy also featured and was often used successfully. Candidates
referred to Russell, Swinburne, Dawkins, Darwin, Hume and Mill in their assessment of the strength
of analogy by pointing out its various weaknesses. Problems associated with the analogies were
discussed such as anthropomorphism and the possibility of multiple gods and particularly good use
was made of Hume's criticism of analogy and the notion of like effects have like causes. The scripts
that achieved fewer marks tended to devote too much time to a vague description of the parts of a
watch, or stating that the analogy of the watch makes the argument more reliable ‘because it
makes sense’.

The word ‘Assess’ should remind the candidate that 2/3 of the marks are AO2 and therefore they
need to assess, weigh-up, and evaluate the argument - usually by providing alternative viewpoints
and giving a conclusion. The candidates who did this systematically tended to reach the higher
marks.

14  GCE Religious Studies 8RS0 01



3 AssessthestrengthofﬂnargumfmnamlogyIntheReslgnArgumentforthe
existence of God. bl 8~ (’m:) QUANAS T KUr e

g
(1) Uxoun 4_Pq!¢;xjmo\%sqn£\enﬁ+wammn’sfof

a{m%nmmaam%&legsqwmtbmm&[fmmmw
Wold. 0o wiakdn. oad. . cimalol. to. how. the Lactcis. M4

Q... oatchmkel Coleggaerd. . fog  would A3 o (eakor
th!SﬂU) ..... /' fﬁﬁ&aﬁ ......... pONA.......on040qu... N8 hedn.. suppoctedh
ﬂ”dmhmkdéymfhpfs.ph(mwgMMVU dug. to. (IS

ﬂ:@uwm ..

m—a{gmwrw WO anodogu . 0. skakech. by asllion

;Dm%xsqﬁm ar&umﬂe’tml becaunst ik Lepledns.......
Ve ongin o ¥& bl but. b ako Sees hovo g

A Shows vy, | be Mn'ﬂ&L&ULQ 20 k1S b ibs
1

u&ulomhu co~prr>mg.fﬁl 5 s Unak 0wl ool (S qpable.
o}bnfwnau ... btcoasse k. Qs bemom.@aed
M ool panks._l....0 deignd, (0urd Uwe ass iak

W Ut no  teptatnd. in . \dpdt wﬁhﬂ?‘“d“ﬂ”{w(fm’w{’

Ma..... (Guvh...gy. 0. w1t /f&hﬁ deng

GCE Religious Studies 8RS0 01 15



G PR Q. CAMK . & PAL PG

................................

H’Wﬁwmno&an@wm
Com pormn
b mﬁwwndmamwvwarﬁm

Wtk _p o stiow Lhah gbod aidnck creame e wold ex. aalo,

5Mm3 hftouds b onlhupomoyphosids  (Total for Question 3 = 9 marks)

JICN'S ar \ OCA *  TOTAL FOR SECTION A = 26 MARKS

%z ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

This answer packs a large amount in. It is tightly
organised and covers a lot of ground but it is
focused on analogy and the strengths and
weaknesses of this issue. It uses and explains key
terms and it is impressive in the time available in
its focus and range and clearly earns full marks
here.

ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

Structure, focus and terminology really enhance an
answer.
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Examiner Comments

This response was awarded 6 marks, the top of
Level 2. There are some errors here; it is a good
attempt but it gets stuck on evidence and it could
improve by offering more objections.

ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

Aim for balance in your assessment (strengths and
weaknesses perhaps) but offer a clear verdict as
well.
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Question 4

There were a substantial number of scripts with part a) left blank, indicating again that candidates
are not prepared for or familiar with the material on the Specification. Centres need to address this
if candidates are not to be disadvantaged in the exam room.

Most candidates tackled part a) well and although there was no requirement to talk specifically
about Swinburne's principles of testimony and credulity, the majority of candidates chose to take
this approach. Most of the responses reflected the AO1 requirement of the question and gave
informative summaries, some wove in James and Otto and applied this to themes of credulity and
testimony or the burden of proof which was well done.

In part b) some candidates had clearly run out of time and should be reminded of the
recommended time for each question available on the Edexcel web-site which they can practise
adhering to in order to enable the best chance of reward for their knowledge and application in the
exam room.

It is part of the challenge to structure material well in this longer essay question, to focus on the
demands of the question and not waste words in narrative; these skills can be practised of course.
Responses that achieved fewer marks usually had less AO2, and typically described the experiences
of individuals who had been subject to a religious experience such as St Paul, Muhammad or Nicky
Cruz with little attention to the ‘persuasiveness’ issue in the question.

Higher achieving scripts were focused and analytical about their use of experiences as an argument
for the existence of God. It was pleasing to see ongoing analysis in some scripts; they tend to read
better and ensure the candidate is meeting the demands of the question throughout rather than
with a tacked-on conclusion after presentation of narrative.

Some of the best responses took a range of views (James, Otto, Swinburne being very popular) and
used alternative explanations from the likes of Dawkins, Persinger and Freud to critique Religious
Experience. There was also very good AO2 consideration of other challenges to the persuasiveness
of the argument including the vicious circle and conflicting claims issues. This was well balanced
with the nature of religious experience itself (ineffable, transcendent) adding to the persuasiveness
of the argument. Many candidates incorporated Swinburne's principles of credulity and testimony
into Q4(b) which was perfectly acceptable when applied to the question, although some scripts
merely repeated the same information from Q4(a) without adding any AO2 content and thus it did
not add much to their answer. Some good use was made of the cumulative argument although this
is often confused with the weight of testimony. The best answers had clear structures and good
conclusions which tied their views into the ‘persuasiveness’ or otherwise of religious experience as
a basis for an argument for the existence of God.
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4 (a) Explore the key ideas of testimony and credulity associated with the argument for
the existence of God based on religious experience.
(8)

g o thor Bpe (hgo Qqpatne i we hawe 10 reappn ) toheve otheanse. Thin

eciene. Sugaey the Cod does

b that e vt b Oplin bhuse thuic redgion
okt d e have 1o odor fean to not bolitve Chor , then we ol suggon thed
b dio 0 b ot Howwer s 4o e poide nafue o s puitace

Sud o gn e gkt engeitne, f iy gptn it B have o soongsense o
Wbty o Wt the gosen hw Juid to lave expedtated

T pincite o cdlity o b idan tht e sl tnik g oen
Woeieate) oy The dire iy vt fo M hawe ay Ot (e [ holiewr -

otheride. A thue we prand Spsimes ik o pt hedd [p fphe ok
N O pabavi hndedge 3 (por o Dpuitre) t be (e toth.

Thutprt, ’A":jﬁfm hp_fondp ™ o idgn g, [k ke g Go).

e Y

20 GCE Religious Studies 8RS0 01



(b) Analyse the persuasiveness of the argument for the existence of God based on

religious experience.
(20)
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

For part a) of this response it was quite clear on
credulity and had a good focus; it was awarded 6
marks for this section as it would benefit from
further development to reach higher into Level 3.

For part b) we can see a good structure and depth
in the response, there is lots of AO2 material
throughout and the candidate has used the
material selected appropriately to focus on the
demands of the question. This answer presents
careful consideration and a good line of argument.
It was awarded full marks for part b), 20.

Overall it scored 26/28.

ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

Unpack the range of material needed in the first
part as well.
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4 (a) Explore the key ideas of testimony and credulity associated with the argument for
the existence of God based on religious experience.
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(b) Analyse the persuasiveness of the argument for the existence of God based on
religious experience.
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

Part a) of this answer is wide ranging and shows
good knowledge and understanding. It was
awarded 7 marks.

In part b) the candidate presents a range of
knowledge with some deconstruction of ideas but
it could be more clearly argued. It is near the top of
Level 3 for this section and was awarded 14 marks.

Overall this answer scored 21/28.
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\\_} Examiner Tip

Candidates should make sure that they know what
they are going to argue and then demonstrate
their view, with clear evidence and reasons, to
address the question fully in the longer essay and
have a slightly longer conclusion.
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Paper Summary

Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

balance the time you spend on each question carefully

focus on the wording of the question and only use material that is relevant

ensure you 'Assess' as needed in question 2 and in question 3 and offer reasons for your views

and a verdict as appropriate

use scholarship where you can to develop an answer and demonstrate secure knowledge and

understanding

very importantly, keep your handwriting clear and legible
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Grade Boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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