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Introduction
This unit assesses candidates’ ability over two Assessment Objectives: 

•	 AO1 Select and demonstrate relevant knowledge and understanding through the use of 
evidence, examples and correct language and terminology appropriate to the course of 
study (21 marks per question) .

•	 AO2 Critically evaluate and justify a point of view through the use of evidence and 
reasoned argument (9 marks per question).

The most popular sections continue to be Philosophy of Religion and Ethics with the next 
popular being New Testament. This year again most candidates answered two Philosophy of 
Religion questions and one Ethics question making this the most popular combination.

Successful candidates managed their time carefully and used a range of scholarship in their 
answers. There is evidence of some very good work on scholars and candidates increasingly 
demonstrate a good knowledge of more modern scholarship in their work alongside the 
traditional sources. The best answers paid clear attention to the demands and wording of 
the question and wrote full and detailed responses carefully following the suggested division 
of the answer – i.e. answering i) and ii) separately and in a manner that reflected the weight 
of marks available for each part.

It is again important to re-iterate that candidates who gave general responses to a topic 
rather than addressing the particular question set tended to be less successful as they could 
not answer the question fully. It remains the case that candidates invariably perform better 
when they are able to apply information they have carefully learnt to the specific demands 
of a question, rather than just reproducing a previous essay with no reference to the 
question set.

Unfortunately candidates continue to misuse the answer booklet by not writing their answers 
in the correct sections, this can cause serious complications in the marking process and is 
best avoided please. It is imperative that centres explain where to write their answers to 
them ahead of the exam and encourage them to read the instructions page on the front 
of the paper in the exam room carefully. Great care is taken to ensure candidate’s work 
is marked wherever it appears on the paper although this process is much lengthier when 
candidates answer one question in a variety of sections of the booklet, or indeed answer two 
or three of their questions in a section reserved for one. 
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Question 1 (a)
Design Argument

This was a very popular question, as usual for this topic. It was generally answered well 
with some skilful assessment and careful analysis of the aspects of analogy and experience 
in part i) as required by the question. Where candidates gave up on this and reverted to 
writing all they knew about the Design argument or simply describing analogies in the 
argument rather than assessing their importance, they were not able to score so well. 
There was good use of scholarship focusing on the question including Aquinas, Paley and 
Tennant. Part ii) saw some strong responses as candidates evaluated analogies and the role 
of experience in the argument well. Some successful answers suggested that other aspects 
of the argument are weaker than analogy or experience or that experience is weaker than 
analogy or vice versa.
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This essay scored in the middle of Level 
4 for AO1. It has good content and used 
the material well. AO2 was a little weaker 
scoring top of Level 3 as it did not fully 
address the question.

Examiner Comments

Make sure you tailor your 
information to the question!

Examiner Tip
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Question 1 (b)
Cosmological argument

This question saw a good number of responses this year. Many candidates opted to write 
about Aquinas’ Three Ways as the three concepts selected and produced some good 
material. Others approached the question more broadly and identified themes such as the 
rejection of infinite regress, the need for a complete explanation and issues in the Kalam 
argument as concepts they focused on. It was largely well answered but some candidates 
struggled to explain why the concepts are basic to understanding the cosmological 
argument. There were some good conclusions based on a useful evaluation of different 
scholarly views. Students seemed well prepared, and evaluated a range of challenges in part 
ii); the answers were very enjoyable to read. Scholarship was well presented with Aquinas, 
Copleston, Leibniz, Swinburne, Hume and Russell being very popular.
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This example scored full marks.

Examiner Comments
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Question 2 (a)
The problem of suffering

This was a very popular question. Many candidates tackled the question very well and 
the best answers referenced the logical and the evidential problem of suffering as well as 
dealing in detail with the inconsistent triad. High scoring responses wove their material 
to answer specifically that suffering provides strong evidence against God and there were 
a variety of successful routes to do this. Some did this by using the weaknesses of one 
theodicy in i) to show in its failure/weaknesses it highlighted evidence against God and 
then dealt with an alternative solution in ii) and presented this as a better and convincing 
solution. Weaker responses suggested candidates did not read or did not respond to the 
question in part i) by adapting their knowledge sufficiently and had answered with a pre-
prepared essay response that typically did a short paragraph on the inconsistent triad 
before outlining two theodicies rather than addressing the specific question set. This can 
happen when candidates carefully learn an essay structure but it is then frustrating for all 
if they are unable or unwilling to be flexible with the structure in which they present their 
often very detailed knowledge, this can mean the specific demands of the question set 
goes unaddressed. Part ii) was generally answered well and addressed the question with 
an analysis of often two specific solutions. Stronger responses came to a conclusion about 
whether or not there were convincing solutions to the problem.
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This answer scored full marks, it used a wide 
range of material and tailored it to the question 
well, keeping the essay neatly organised.

Examiner Comments

Think about your structure in the 
exam room to demonstrate your 
knowledge as usefully as possible!

Examiner Tip



22 GCE Religious Studies 6RS01 01

Question 2 (b)
Miracles

This question was far less popular than the Problem of Evil. Generally though, it was 
answered positively and candidates responded to the question in a meaningful way. Most 
candidates were able to refer to a range of meanings using key scholars such as Aquinas, 
Hume and Wiles. Good examples of miracles were offered to demonstrate the definitions, 
both from the Bible and modern day, including Lourdes and Benny Hinn. The best responses 
unpacked the reasons for believing in miracles and used material for example from 
Swinburne on the principles of credulity and testimony or a discussion on the nature of 
evidence and the nature of God. 

Part ii) was well-answered with many good, evaluative responses. Many candidates 
presented critical discussion of Hume’s critique of miracles but weaker responses were one-
sided.

Aquinas, Hick, Hume, Holland, Swinburne and Dawkins were popular features of the 
responses to this question.
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This essay scored at the lower end in Level 4 for 
AO1 and just into L4 for AO2. it has integrated the 
reasons to believe in miracles into the definitions 
material and it is a neat and solid essay.

Examiner Comments
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Question 3 (a)
Utilitarianism

This was a very popular question, as was q3 b). There was evidence of a lot of good 
knowledge about Utilitarianism from candidates, including Act, Rule and modern additions to 
Utilitarianism from the likes of Sidgwick, Popper and Hare and some candidates recognised 
the fact that ongoing revisions of the theory were being made, could in itself be considered 
a strength. Again, those that focused on the wording of the question were able to produce 
significantly better answers than those who simply presented a ‘Utilitarianism essay’. Some 
candidates failed to refer explicitly to strengths of Utilitarianism as the question asked, 
writing instead a general essay on Utilitarianism. Candidates who could manipulate their 
knowledge to answer the question did well, but those who stuck to a pre-prepared formula 
were hindered in reaching the higher marks. 

Many students showed a clear understanding of the historical backdrop to the formulation 
of the theory, which many used to positive effect when identifying strengths. A number of 
students at the lower end confused Utilitarianism with Situation Ethics. 

Part ii) was largely done well where candidates avoided simply examining the strengths and 
weaknesses of Utilitarianism and were able to bring in new information and refer back to the 
question. Some candidates only examined one point of view and many did not evaluate how 
far criticisms detract from the value of Utilitarianism. 



GCE Religious Studies 6RS01 01 27



28 GCE Religious Studies 6RS01 01



GCE Religious Studies 6RS01 01 29



30 GCE Religious Studies 6RS01 01



GCE Religious Studies 6RS01 01 31

This example is part i) of a Level 4 answer to 
demonstrate straightforward good practice 
in addressing the question. This answer 
includes lots of good information and it is 
applied well. It scored 17.

The good practice continued into part ii) and 
although it continued to focus on the wording 
of the question it was a little briefer, but still 
just reached into the bottom of L4.

Examiner Comments

Don't forget the question!

Examiner Tip
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Question 3 (b)
Situation Ethics

This question was also very popular and it was generally done well with a good proportion 
of students dealing with context, people and the key concepts confidently. Many used good 
examples and the excellent responses all contained descriptions of Fletcher’s own examples 
(which they then went on to critique in part ii). Weaker responses included a lot of context 
and discussion about the 1960s or listing of the principles and/or presuppositions with little 
explanation. The better answers also included Jesus and an analysis of agape love.

 In part (ii) of the question, many candidates were able to evaluate the effectiveness of the 
theory exploring how situation ethics can help and also hinder decision making. There were 
a few generic strengths and weaknesses answers which didn’t actually answer the question. 
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This essay shows an excellent part i) earning full 
marks (21) for Situation Ethics. Sadly though part 
ii) is very short and only just reaches into L3.

Examiner Comments

Balance your time carefully to try 
to earn as many marks as possible!

Examiner Tip
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Question 4 (a)
Just War theory

This was more popular than the question on Sexual Ethics but not as popular as question 
3. There was a mixture of responses to this question, some candidates struggled with time 
pressures and several students merely listed features instead of engaging with the question. 
Where students had addressed the question the responses were much better, and higher 
level responses engaged well with the real world application or modern theories as well as 
presenting detailed knowledge of the various criteria. Some of the high scoring responses 
were able to chart the development of the theory over time, highlighting that it has evolved 
as a response to the changing nature of warfare. Many gave good focus to the importance 
of Jus post bellum in maintaining a just approach. In part ii), the most common response 
was to contrast Just War theory with pacifism. Many students did not address the wording of 
the question enough here but generally the issue of sustainability was well tackled and often 
with reference to Pacifism, though many were not prepared to offer much depth, and there 
was a lot of listing of the types of pacifism. Better responses ranged widely and entered 
useful discourse on the ambivalence of religions’ attitude to hostilities.
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This very full essay earned full marks for part 
i) and high Level 4 for part ii). The material is 
carefully controlled and presented very well.

Examiner Comments
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Question 4 (b)
Sexual Ethics

This was not as popular a question and there were more weak responses here. The two 
dilemmas most frequently considered were homosexuality and relationships outside marriage, 
which invited useful opportunity for development in the second part of the question. Many 
candidates were able to explore two different dilemmas in detail and explain why there were 
dilemmas and many strong answers were able to give a wide range of reference to scripture 
and scholarly opinion. Overall there was a good range of knowledge and ethical views 
included in those responses reaching the higher levels. The weaker responses tended to be 
simple, generic views that were simply descriptive. In part ii) the strongest candidates were 
able to focus on the demands of the question and bring in a variety of religious viewpoints 
and form a conclusion. Weaker responses saw candidates giving personal opinion without 
being able to develop their line of argument with scholarly support.
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This example scored at the lower end of L4 
for part i) as it has addressed two dilemmas 
clearly and identified issues within them using 
a range of responses well. In part ii) however 
it is much thinner with material presented but 
not really analysed or evaluated. Part ii) scored 
at the bottom end of L3 for AO2.

Examiner Comments

Make sure in part ii) for AO2 you are 
analysing alternative views and evaluating 
arguments to come to a conclusion, save 
time for this because you need to do more 
than present views for AO2.

Examiner Tip
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Question 5 (a)
Buddhism

Most candidates were well-informed about the background to the Buddha. The question 
required candidates to examine two of the three topics. Most attempted to do this but in 
some instances, it was not that clear where one topic ended and another started. The major 
problem with some answers was that candidates avoided an examination of the influences 
on his life and teaching. The better answers integrated an examination of the topic along 
with their influences on his life and teaching. Candidates adapted their material in ii) in a 
purposeful manner in order to produce generally good answers to the Buddha’s reaction to 
these influences.
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This is an example of a full and clear response 
to q5 a). It scored 20 for AO1 and 9 for AO2.

Examiner Comments

A clear structure and legible writing 
is very good here!

Examiner Tip
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Question 5 (b)
There was ample material which candidates used in their answers. Some presented just 
biographical content, whereas others examined the concept of the Middle Way and managed 
this in such a way as to address the view that this was a basis for understanding the life 
of the Buddha. Part ii) was well argued with reasons to support the claim matched by 
alternative explanations. 
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This candidate presented a very strong response to the 
question, full marks for AO2 and middle of L4 for AO1.

Examiner Comments
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Question 6 (a)
Most candidates knew the basics of the three refuges. Higher marks were achieved by 
those candidates who selected their material to focus on the importance of the refuges. A 
number of candidates approached part ii) as if it were similar to a previous question about 
the relative importance of these refuges compared to each other. In thoughtful answers 
this type of approach could be relevant but not that effective if it was not focused on the 
question.

Question 6 (b)
There was a sharp divide between the qualities of these answers. At the lower end of the 
levels, candidates presented descriptive accounts of meditation. The higher levels were 
achieved by those candidates who explicitly examined the purposes of meditation. There 
were some very good answers that were well-structured and focused on the question. 
Most candidates addressed the question in ii), focusing on issues about meditation being of 
overriding importance. 
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This response had a good control of the material and 
pleasing detail in AO1. It scored in the middle of Level 
4 for both AO1 and AO2 earning 26 marks overall.

Examiner Comments
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Question 7
Christianity

There were only a small number of responses for this section, mostly focusing on Question 7.

Question 7 (a)
This was a popular question with candidates examining teachings about Jesus from the Early 
Church, including a wide range of positions, with the Arian controversy being most popular, 
or from Calvin if focusing on the Reformation era. There were many very good, well-
prepared essays where candidates showcased their knowledge well. There was a good range 
of scholars, notably in the Calvin answers. The best answers, from both periods tailored the 
material carefully to the notion of significance for Christians in terms of understanding Jesus’ 
identity or relationship to humanity and his role in salvation, or the duties of Christians 
today in response to these teachings.
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Question 7 (b)
There were only a very few responses here, mainly on Bonhoeffer and most answers were a 
straight forward narrative of his life and work, some focused more on his views of Jesus and 
were a little more successful. 

This answer focuses on the Early Church material 
and does so clearly and with good detail. i) covers 
a range of issues and applies the information well 
in part ii). It scored 28 overall. (20+8)

Examiner Comments
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Question 8 (a)
This question did not see as many responses as question 7 but the section on Creation had 
many more responses than the one on baptism.

In 8 a) there was a good range of knowledge regarding God as creator, candidates used 
Biblical material and broader understandings of the notion of Creator from a range of 
theologians and this was largely marshalled well. Part ii) was handled carefully by some 
candidates and the comparison of the notions of creator and personal led to some careful 
analysis and good conclusions in some responses.
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This part i) answer to the Creator question scored 17 marks, it organised 
and used its material clearly covering a wide range of ideas. It was weaker 
in part ii) as the answer is a little brief and under-developed with little real 
analysis and evalution, more of a juxtaposition. It scored 5 here.

Examiner Comments
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Question 8 (b)
There were only a very few responses to this question. Those that did attempt it offered a 
simple outline of the practices of baptism. Part ii) saw some better responses but most of 
the few answers to this question needed to draw out the meaning and significance more 
fully to score more highly.
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Question 9
Hinduism

There were few entries in this section so these comments are based on a small number of 
responses.

Question 9 (a)
This question was tackled really well by the majority of candidates. Most of the scripts 
covered the same material, using a similar order and structure and were well-prepared and 
organised using good scholars demonstrating a pleasing grasp of the material.

Question 9 (b)
Again, this question was answered very well. It was generally a pleasure to read the 
responses. The topic, again, had been well taught and candidates had a good grasp of the 
material. 

This was less popular than q9 a) but it was handled well and most responses made it clear 
whether they were doing BELIEFS or PRACTICES. 
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This answer scored mid Level 4 for AO1 and top marks in 
Level 4 for AO2, it presented the material well with a clear 
structure throughout and good analysis and evaluation.

Examiner Comments

It is good to keep your 
structure clear and focused on 
the question asked.

Examiner Tip
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Question 10 (a)(b)
There were too few answers to these questions to comment on.



92 GCE Religious Studies 6RS01 01

Question 11 (a)
Islam

Some candidates who scored at the higher level unpacked the question well; fully 
integrating details of Pre-Islamic Arabia into a broad response with analysis. For example 
some explored how the Prophet showed signs of accepting, rejecting or adapting various 
aspects of Pre-Islamic Arabian beliefs in the light of his Revelation whilst others considered 
how Muhammad’s occupation as a trader would have exposed him to a wide range of ideas 
including belief systems. 

Some candidates explored how moral values may have been adapted to a framework based 
upon emulating the Prophet’s life. Candidates achieving marks in the higher level used 
scholarship to underpin their comments. Candidates who scored marks in the lower levels 
wrote narrative accounts drawing on their knowledge of Pre-Islamic Arabia without linking 
this to the question relating to Muhammad’s life in Makkah whereas those achieving marks 
at level 3 highlighted the features relevant to Muhammad’s life to varying extents. For part 
ii) most candidates gaining the higher levels wrote answers that focused on the significance 
of the Meccan Period for today’s Muslims and its importance for the Sunnah. It would 
be good to see even more scholarship used and discussion about the importance of the 
Revelation to Muhammad. Candidates gaining marks in the lower levels lacked clear focus 
on the wording of the question and focused only on the significance for Muhammad. This 
was question was more popular than 11b).
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This answer relates material to the question with tight focus on 
distinctive features of Muhammad's life in Makkah prior to the Hijrah 
.In part b) the candidate responded to the demands of the question 
by looking at why or why not it might be considered to be of limited 
significance for Muslims. It scored towards the top of L4 in AO1 and 
the middle of Level 4 for AO2 earning 27 marks overall.

Examiner Comments
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Question 11 (b)
In part i) candidates achieving marks in the higher levels drew out the importance of the 
Hijrah by discussing the significance of being away from persecution; being in a position of 
authority and power; setting up of the Ummah and carrying out reforms to establish Ibadah 
and the beginnings of Shariah law that established family and social values that had been 
impossible in Makkah. 

This question was not as popular as 11a) and a few weaker candidates were not certain 
what Hijrah was, whilst others ran out of things to say. However, most candidates answered 
this question competently with less descriptive narration and more discussion about the 
Hijrah’s significance.

In part ii) candidates gaining marks in Level 4 focused closely on the question concerning 
the challenges in Madinah; how Muhammad dealt with these and how things worked out, 
rather than the vague generalised answers which was seen in the lower levels.
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Question 12 (a)
Candidates achieving marks in the higher levels for part i) adapted their material to what 
it taught about Allah rather than simply narrating about Allah. Some candidates used 
the beliefs to develop a theme such as Allah is a Judge and that brought in the further 
themes of Akirah, Risalah and Qadr and led to the exploration of Allah’s transcendence and 
immanence. This approach required a strong and tight focus upon the question to avoid 
losing sight of its main requirements. Most candidates reached level 3 in this question, 
choosing good examples such as Tawhid and adapted their material to answer the question 
with varying degrees of success. In part ii) candidates gaining marks in the higher levels 
developed their arguments in close relation to the question relating the Beliefs to the Pillars 
and the importance of the Sunnah of the Prophet as a guide for life. Most candidates were 
able to write about the beliefs inspiring good behaviour whilst others linked it to beliefs 
about Judgement.
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For AO1 this answer was full and related well to the question , demonstrating an 
understanding of key beliefs about Allah and the Six Beliefs. The candidate worked through 
the ideas carefully, using appropriate vocabulary that reflected a clear understanding of 
the topic.For AO2 the candidate evaluated the implications of the question carefully. It 
scored near the top of Level 4 in AO1 and mid Level 4 for AO2 earning 28 overall.

Examiner Comments
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Question 12 (b)
This was the most popular question in this section. In part i) candidates gaining marks in 
the higher levels examined the spiritual depths of the Pillars well whereas weaker candidates 
produced descriptive and simplistic details of the Pillars rather than examining and 
explaining their importance. Occasionally the answer was structured by taking the key ideas 
together with such themes as Purity and Ummah. However, most went through each Pillar 
separately. There was little or no mention of differences of attitude and practice between 
different Muslim groups such as Sunni and Shi’a. 

In part ii) those gaining marks in Level 4 focused upon the wording of the question and 
explored why some Pillars might seem more important than others, giving such examples as 
Salah being an everyday submission and Hajj being a lifetime’s decision that incorporated 
other Pillars also. Some candidates were able to explain why each Pillar was equal and 
end the discussion with meaningful conclusions. Some weaker candidates gave simple 
generalised answers and sometimes repeated material from part i) though others gaining 
marks in Level three demonstrated how each Pillar demonstrated submission.
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In AO1 the candidate demonstrated good knowledge of 
Muslim teaching relating to the Pillars of zakah, swam and 
hajj and were able to examine the teachings associated 
with these practices.In AO2 the candidate demonstrated the 
equality of the these Pillars by demonstrating Submission  
to Allah. It was awarded 18 for AO1 and 7 for AO2.

Examiner Comments
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Question 13–16
There were very few responses in the Judaism and Sikhism sections.
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Question 17
New Testament

As usual there were many excellent responses to the New Testament questions, the best 
answers showed extensive knowledge of the texts and the views of modern scholars and 
applied their material well to the demands of the question rather than simply re-telling 
incidents.

Question 17 (a)
Luke was less popular than John with candidates. Answers to Luke were clear and with 
relevant content. By comparison to candidate’s answers to John however the answers on 
Luke were ‘lighter’ with little technical knowledge displayed and not too much in the way 
of evaluation or argument. To get into level 4 candidates deployed greater knowledge of 
parables and blocks of teaching drawn from the Gospel. A consideration of the relationship 
between the ‘I am’ sayings asked for in the question to others in the gospel would also have 
helped candidates to get into level 4. Writing and discussing more widely in respect to the ‘I 
am’ sayings by drawing on the context of them in the Gospel and Old Testament would have 
helped candidates to access the higher level. 

In part ii) for John more could have been made on the impact of Jesus’ sayings on the 
authorities and on the reactions to his sayings by those who heard him. Candidates 
struggled to get into the top level of AO2 but could have done so if they could have related 
the sayings to the responses made by the early church and the relevance of Jesus’ teaching 
to modern day Christians. 
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This answer on the 'I am' sayings in John focuses 
nicely on the question and reaches the lower parts of 
Level 4 in both AO1 and AO2, it scored 25 overall.

Examiner Comments
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Question 17 (b)
Signs in John example.
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This essay has a close focus on the question, good 
background knowledge and use of scholarship. It 
was awarded 28 overall scoring at the top end of 
AO1 Level 4 and just into level 4 for AO2.

Examiner Comments
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Question 17 (b)
It was pleasing to see all candidates make reference to both incidents whether answering 
on John or Luke although some weaker answers were quite shallow and undeveloped. A 
lot of candidates may have given only one or two characteristics about Jesus’ ministry e.g. 
for the calming of the storm it showed ‘Jesus’ power and authority over nature’ or for the 
raising of Lazarus it showed ‘Jesus’ love and compassion’. Candidates who reached level 4 
related the incidents to the whole Gospel – although not many were able to do this. In order 
to access the higher levels candidates gave a balanced evaluation of the claim weighing up 
one line of argument against another. Many candidates expressed a clear view from one 
angle but didn’t take account of other angles or viewpoints/arguments. Very few if any 
candidates wrote about miracles in connection with conflict scenes in the gospel which was a 
shame.

In part ii) candidates on the whole were very good at explaining why they thought the 
miracles/signs were essential. A good distinction was made between Lucan understanding 
of signs as ‘power’ and Johannine usage as ‘sign posts’ with good use and understanding of 
the terms in Greek. The impact of signs on the authorities and their use in conflict scenes 
was not so well worked out or expressed. Candidates were not too aware of this connection. 
A lot of candidates were prevented from accessing level 4 due to arguing only one line of 
thought and not showing or evaluating consideration of other arguments. Too few candidates 
considered whether other aspects of Jesus’ ministry were more important than miracles/
signs e.g. the ‘I am sayings’.
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Question 18 (a)
The best candidates in Luke were able to use lots of textual examples of worship including 
the practice and teaching of Jesus himself. The range of candidates’ answers on Luke 
was also good with the better candidates able to relate their chosen incidents to others 
elsewhere in the gospel. Discussions on conversations with women were overall fairly ‘light’. 
If one was done well the other was brief and vice versa. Explanations tended to be clear 
but simple rather than ‘full’ making level 4 difficult to attain. Many candidates needed to 
examine the issues arising from such conversations in more depth. Background knowledge 
was good as was the cultural and sociological context in which Jesus’ conversations with 
women took place. 

In part ii) candidates were good overall and many achieved level 3 for AO2. For the higher 
level AO2, the better candidates made good use of the OT and Jewish context displaying 
good knowledge of the status of women at the time of Jesus often using scholars to 
substantiate their claims. They were also able to assess the meaning and implication 
of ‘vital’ in the question and evaluate opposing views of this. Surprisingly few, if any, 
candidates related Jesus’ sayings to modern women’s issues/feminism or to the experience 
of women in the Early Church.
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This answer on the conversations with women in John 
shows close focus on the question, appropriate use of 
scholars and good knowledge of the material used to 
answer the question. It was awarded full marks.

Examiner Comments

Do take care to keep your handwriting 
as clear as possible though!

Examiner Tip
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Question 18 (b)
Answers tended to be an extended list of the characteristics of discipleship particularly if 
drawn from Luke’s Gospel. This however was not necessarily detrimental to candidates’ 
answers. Many gained full marks for answers which covered a broad range of characteristics 
of discipleship. The best answers gave examples of the challenges of discipleship from 
parables, teaching and episodes of Jesus’ life along with named examples of disciples and 
the challenges they faced. To their credit very few candidates relied on simple re-telling of 
the textual narrative.

In part ii) candidates generally did well. They related it to Jesus’ virginal conception and to 
his baptism. Hardly any mentioned the water as a symbol of the Spirit in the Fourth Gospel. 
More could have been said by many candidates about the role of the Spirit empowering and 
enabling Jesus to perform his miracles and give his teaching/preaching. Some candidates 
may have been hampered by the questions reference to the ‘ministry of Jesus’ which they 
may have taken to be limited to his ministry on earth whereas they would have been quite 
right to develop an answer focussing on the giving of the Holy Spirit after his ascension in 
heaven to the early believers. Quite a number nevertheless did mention the role of the Spirit 
in the sending out of the 70/72 and in relation to the giving of the Spirit at Pentecost.
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This essay on discipleship in John scored 17 
in Level 4 for AO1 but only 6 for AO2. It is 
clear and well organised but less full in AO2 
only reaching to the top of Level 3. It could 
have been improved with more reference 
to scholarship and clearer analysis and 
evaluation in the AO2 section.

Examiner Comments

Don't forget to really evaluate in AO2.

Examiner Tip
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Paper Summary
Based on their performance on this paper, candidates should:

•	 use the answer booklet correctly, one complete answer comprising of (i) and ii) in each 
of the three sections (p2, p10, p18)

•	 refer to the question directly and tailor information learnt to answer that particular 
question

•	 support points made with examples and relevant detail to explain the point but avoid 
tangential anecdote 

•	 consider carefully what material to use in i) that addresses the question and what to 
reserve to answer the question in ii)

•	 evaluate material in ii) rather than simply present it or repeat information from i)

•	 continue to develop a good range of scholarship in their answers

•	 take care with subject specific spellings (terminology and scholars e.g. Swinburne, 
Copleston, Wittgenstein all saw a wide set of variant spellings)

CONTINUITY:

It may be good for Centres to note that all the most popular topics in 6RS01 Philosophy and 
Ethics continue into the New Spec and existing resources are still relevant. We look forward 
to continuing to work with you.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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