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Introduction
1. The question in AO1 says, ‘Examine the argument and/or interpretation in the passage.’

All the level descriptors in the mark scheme for AO1 and AO2 begin with reference to 
the passage. There are many techniques which candidates used to demonstrate their 
understanding of the passage and examiners were alerted to this range in order to credit 
various methodologies. The essential point is that whatever approach was adopted the 
passage must be central and pivotal. 

Some candidates presented a basic summary of the whole article, in this case Smart, with 
only passing reference to the passage in the question. Where material was applicable, 
candidates were credited but in some cases the passage received only scant attention. In 
many other cases candidates used the passage as the focal point, analysing it further with 
reference to the overall article and this method, used correctly, may be seen as an example 
of good practice.

2. Candidates have improved in answering all the range of demands within AO2:

• Do you agree with the idea(s) expressed?

• Justify your point of view

• Discuss its implications for understanding religion and human experience.

In some cases candidates failed to address one or more of these requirements and 
presented partial answers and this was reflected on their level of achievement.

3. A feature of good practice was that most candidates made effective use of the synoptic 
requirements of this paper. In AO1 levels 3, 4 & 5 of the Mark Scheme there is reference to 
crediting answers that demonstrate the application of different elements of their course of 
study in this paper.  

4. The question was divided into parts (a) and (b): AO1 and AO2 respectively. This was 
done to help candidates answer the whole question rather than bypassing elements 
within an assessment objective. Over the years most candidates have followed through 
the structure of the question but some have conflated these two parts and this has often 
affected the standard of the work where relevant material in AO2 has been omitted. 
Exceptionally, a few using this holistic approach have succeeded and produced good quality 
answers. There was some evidence that the quality of work was higher in AO1 compared to 
AO2. 

5. A number of candidates developed commendable styles of writing including a 
commanding and confident tone with ownership of the text.
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Question 1
Good practice and areas for improvement 

AO1 characteristics of good quality:

• well-informed answers focused on the passage

• comprehensive understanding of the passage

• reference to the article as a whole or to related ideas and managed effectively in order 
to demonstrate an understanding of the passage

• structured answers in a coherent manner

• effective use of scholarship

AO2 characteristics of good quality:

• effective use of argument and sustained debate

• material related to other anthology sources and to relevant material in the other three 
units

• explicit attention to the implications for an understanding of religion and human 
experience

AO1 work that requires improvement:

• not focused on the passage in an explicit and systematic manner

• basic and too short in the analysis of key points and ideas 

• a generic account of the whole article or a general account of related teachings at the 
expense of a focus on the passage in the question

• scattered references to the names of scholars but without further analysis of their work

AO2 work that requires improvement:

• largely unsupported by evidence or argument

• limited explicit focus on the implications demands of the question

• poor paragraphing techniques that restricted the quality of evaluation

Observation from the content of the answers:

• many candidates were able to select and analyse the key themes in the passage

• there were effective links to the whole article

• many displayed a proficient use of technical terms

• some managed a commendable range of Hindu philosophical thought including 
comparative issues

• there was good use of scholarly opinion

• synoptic material included reference to the Gita and the Katha Upanishad

• some investigated notions about immortality of the soul and Plato and links with other 
traditions such as Jainism

• some scripts were short and this entailed a deficiency in their analysis of ideas
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• AO2 material was characterised by range and breadth

• in the better quality answers attention was paid to the full demands of AO2

• this included  discussions on implications including social justice and Hindu reformers.

To note:

A few scripts made extensive use of headings. There may be cases during an essay when 
limited use of heading may be useful. However, in some of these cases the extensive use of 
headings interrupted the flow of sustained exposition and reasoning.

In general, the following examples display good practice.   

Ths candidate presented a clear and confident analysis of the passage. There was good 
attention to detail alongside wide-ranging material. There was an excellent understanding 
of some Hindu philsophical schools and some highly developed analysis of key contributors 
such as Ramakrishna.

AO2 displayed a coherent line of reasoning coupled with debates across a range of different 
positions.  
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This answer contained a wide range of material with a good focus 
on key issues. The candidate selected significant topics for further 
analysis such as karma and the division between the permanent and 
the impermanent.

AO2 contained ample discussion set against a consistent line of 
reasoning in support of Smart’s account of atman. 

Examiner Comments
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Although this was a good quality answer, 
it did not attract such high marks the the 
previous two answers. This answer kept 
closely to the the text but did not develop 
the depth of analysis as seen in the previous 
two answers.

Examiner Comments

AO2 was good in terms of contrasting 
positions but overall had a more 
limited range than the previous 
answers e.g. there could have been 
more developed material on the 
implications arising from the passage.

Examiner Tip
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Paper Summary
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Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are encouraged to:

• develop their interest in an academic study of religion

• develop study skills that reflect these academic demands such as a thorough study of 
the texts, the ability to analyse complex ideas and to manage their material in order to 
answer the question in an explicit manner

• adopt a critical approach which reflects on their prior learning in the other RS units

• engage with the implications of their studies.

Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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