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Introduction
 Introduction

1. The question in AO1 says, ‘Examine the argument and/or interpretation in the passage.’

All the level descriptors in the mark scheme for AO1 and AO2 begin with reference to 
the passage. There are many techniques which candidates used to demonstrate their 
understanding of the passage and examiners were alerted to this range in order to credit 
various methodologies. The essential point is that whatever approach was adopted the 
passage must be central and pivotal. 

Some candidates presented a basic summary of the whole article, in this case LaFollette, 
with only passing reference to the passage in the question. Where material was applicable, 
candidates were credited but in some cases the passage received only scant attention. In 
many other cases candidates used the passage as the focal point, analysing it further with 
reference to the overall article and this method, used correctly, may be seen as an example 
of good practice.

2. Candidates have improved in answering all the range of demands within AO2:

• Do you agree with the idea(s) expressed?

• Justify your point of view

• Discuss its implications for understanding religion and human experience.

In some cases candidates failed to address one or more of these requirements and 
presented partial answers and this was reflected on their level of achievement.

3. A feature of good practice was that most candidates made effective use of the synoptic 
requirements of this paper. In AO1 levels 3, 4 & 5 of the Mark Scheme there is reference to 
crediting answers that demonstrate the application of different elements of their course of 
study in this paper.   

4. The question was divided into parts (a) and (b): AO1 and AO2 respectively. This was 
done to help candidates answer the whole question rather than bypassing elements 
within an assessment objective. Over the years most candidates have followed through 
the structure of the question but some have conflated these two parts and this has often 
affected the standard of the work where relevant material in AO2 has been omitted. 
Exceptionally, a few using this holistic approach have succeeded and produced good quality 
answers. There was some evidence that the quality of work was higher in AO1 compared to 
AO2. 

5. A number of candidates developed commendable styles of writing including a 
commanding and confident tone with ownership of the text.
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Question 1
 Good practice and areas for improvement

AO1 characteristics of good quality:

• well-informed answers focused on the passage

• comprehensive understanding of the passage

• reference to the article as a whole or to related ideas and managed effectively in order to 
demonstrate an understanding of the passage

• structured answers in a coherent manner.

• effective use of scholarship.

AO2 characteristics of good quality:

• effective use of argument and sustained debate

• material related  to other anthology sources and to relevant material in the other three 
units

• explicit attention to the implications for an understanding religion and human 
experience.

AO1 work that requires improvement:

• not focused on the passage in an explicit and systematic manner

• basic and too short in the analysis of key points and ideas 

• a generic account of the whole article or a general account of related teachings at the 
expense of a focus on the passage in the question

• scattered references to the names of  scholars but without further analysis of their work.

AO2 work that requires improvement:

• largely unsupported by evidence or argument

• limited explicit focus on the implications demands of the question.

• poor paragraphing techniques that restricted the quality of evaluation.

• Observations from the scripts

Students responded well to the passage from Lafollette. The best students were 
able to make links to the other anthology passages and showed a higher level 
understanding of the way in which the ethical issues raised in all three passages 
serve to interact with each other.  

This passage lent itself well to use of ostensive examples such as Baby P, 
Fritzel and the Bulger murderers. These examples worked effectively and were 
contrasted with a few hypothetical examples from weaker students. In general, 
real life exemplars work more effectively than hypothetical ones. A popular 
approach was to highlight the psychological, emotional, moral and social problems 
of feral children who have failed to develop moral awareness because of their 
lack of early close relationships. Considering the right that parents had to show 
preferential treatment to their children, some students highlighted very elaborate 
and expensive presents bought for children whilst many people starve to death in 
the world. 
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Good use was made by some students of W D Ross and the concept of prima 
facie duties and Bernard Williams was used well in a lot of essays showing 
that students had a strong grasp of the rest of Lafollette’s article.  Occasional 
appearances by Hume, Rawls and Moore showed an awareness of the wider 
debate.

Many students displayed commendable fluency in writing and were at ease with 
the concepts studied over AS and A2. In particular, some were able to see the 
idea of impartial morality as the same as agape love in Fletcher’s Situationism 
and others the idea of impartiality in Kant. Virtue Ethics was fairly prominent 
highlighting the idea that it focused on individual behaviour. Natural Moral Law 
and Utilitarianism were well used and very few students tried to simply outline 
these theories without relating them to the text. 

Many students were able to express the idea that there was a problem with 
personal relationships and objective morality and many believed that personal 
relationships took precedence, even though they could argue against it.

Overall, there were a very interesting selection of answers, some with outstanding 
debates and most students were clearly very well prepared, although some 
stronger students still missed opportunities to score more marks by omitting 
"implications" aspects. 

The following scripts are examples of good practice.

This was a really interesting approach to the passage using contemporary cultural 
ideas effectively but also showing an excellent understanding of ethical theory 
and concepts. The student was able to engage with the text and with the concepts 
about ethics they have learned throughout their course.
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n/a
Examiner Comments
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This student kept quite close to the passage and explained terms and points of view very 
well. There was effective use of a range of scholarly opinion.

In AO2 the student considered the demands of the whole question. There was a clear line of 
reasoning and the student argued the case well and came to a coherernt conclusion.

Throughout the answer there was a considerable range of different types of examples. 
Some were more effective than others. Some hypothetical examples became quite narrative 
compared to some other cases which were succinct and to the point.
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n/a
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Paper Summary
Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are encouraged to:

• develop their interest in an academic study of religion

• develop study skills that reflect these academic demands such as thorough study of 
the texts, the ability to analyse complex ideas and to manage their material in order to 
answer the question in an explicit manner

• adopt a critical approach which reflects on their prior learning in the other RS units

• engage with the implications of their studies.

Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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