
Examiners’ Report
June 2014

GCE Religious Studies 6RS01 01



2 GCE Religious Studies 6RS01 01

Edexcel and BTEC Qualifications

Edexcel and BTEC qualifications come from Pearson, the UK’s largest awarding body. We 
provide a wide range of qualifications including academic, vocational, occupational and 
specific programmes for employers. For further information visit our qualifications websites 
at www.edexcel.com or www.btec.co.uk. 

Alternatively, you can get in touch with us using the details on our contact us page at 
www.edexcel.com/contactus.

Giving you insight to inform next steps 

ResultsPlus is Pearson’s free online service giving instant and detailed analysis of your 
students’ exam results.

• See students’ scores for every exam question.
• Understand how your students’ performance compares with class and national averages.
• Identify potential topics, skills and types of question where students may need to 

develop their learning further.

For more information on ResultsPlus, or to log in, visit www.edexcel.com/resultsplus.  
Your exams officer will be able to set up your ResultsPlus account in minutes via Edexcel Online.

Pearson: helping people progress, everywhere

Pearson aspires to be the world’s leading learning company. Our aim is to help everyone 
progress in their lives through education. We believe in every kind of learning, for all kinds 
of people, wherever they are in the world. We’ve been involved in education for over 150 
years, and by working across 70 countries, in 100 languages, we have built an international 
reputation for our commitment to high standards and raising achievement through 
innovation in education. Find out more about how we can help you and your students at: 
www.pearson.com/uk.

June 2014

Publications Code US039873

All the material in this publication is copyright 
© Pearson Education Ltd 2014



GCE Religious Studies 6RS01 01 3

Introduction
This unit assesses candidates’ ability over two Assessment Objectives: 

• AO1 Select and demonstrate relevant knowledge and understanding through the use of 
evidence, examples and correct language and terminology appropriate to the course of 
study (21 marks per question).

• AO2 Critically evaluate and justify a point of view through the use of evidence and 
reasoned argument (9 marks per question).

The most popular sections remain Philosophy of Religion and Ethics with the next popular 
being New Testament. During this examination period more candidates answered two 
Philosophy of Religion questions and one Ethics question making this the most popular 
combination.

More able candidates managed their time carefully and used a range of scholarship in their 
answers. There continues to be much commendable work in this area and candidates are 
demonstrating a good knowledge of more modern scholarship in their work alongside the 
traditional sources. The more able answers paid clear attention to the demands and wording 
of the question and wrote full and detailed responses carefully following the suggested 
division of the answer – i.e. answering (i) and (ii) separately and in a manner that reflected 
the weight of marks available for each part.

Less able candidates gave general responses to a topic rather than addressing the particular 
question set. It remains the case that candidates invariably perform better when they are 
able to apply information they have carefully learnt to the specific demands of a question, 
rather than just reproducing a previous essay with no reference to the question set.

This year, again, very many candidates did not use the answer booklet successfully. It is 
important that centres give guidance to their candidates on how to do this so as not to 
disadvantage them in any way. Please refer to guidance on the front of the answer booklet 
and allow candidates to see and practise this structure and format in advance of the exam 
sitting.
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Question 1

Philosophy of Religion

Question 1 (a)

This was a very popular question that was generally well answered. Some candidates still 
tend to answer last year’s question, reflecting perhaps their mock exam practice but there 
were many good answers focused on the demands of the question. Less able candidates 
tended to interpret the question as write about three versions of the argument, and this was 
not always detailed enough to enable candidates to hit the higher grades. However, some 
candidates did answer very creatively, combining different versions together (for example 
under the notion of analogy) where they considered analogies from a range of different 
perspectives including Paley, Aquinas and Swinburne. Candidates who made it clear what 
the three key ideas were, and gave each idea good consideration achieved the highest 
marks. In part (ii) the more able answers dealt methodically with their three ideas from part 
(i) showing strengths and weaknesses of each, then addressing the question as to whether 
all three were equally weak. Very few actually offered a ranking of the three ideas but those 
who did offered a much more convincing response.
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This example showed the candidate clearly tailoring their 
knowledge to the question, there was a nice clear structure 
to the answer. The extract shows an answer that began 
well and then continued to maintain a Level 4 response for 
AO1, part of the response is shown here.

Examiner Comments

Maintain a clear structure to your answer.

Examiner Tip
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This is the final section of a full and detailed part (ii) response. The 
candidate dealt with the relative weaknesses of the key ideas leading up 
to the conclusion and clearly addressed the issue of whether they were 
equally weak or not, this gained the top of Level 4 mark of 9 for AO2.

Examiner Comments

Address the question fully.

Examiner Tip
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Question 1

Question 1 (b)

This was a less popular question but saw a range of legitimate responses with most focusing 
on the Cosmological arguments but also many utilising Design argument information or 
a combination of the two which focused nicely on the demands of the question. There 
were still a number of generic Cosmological argument essays with little or no focus on 
the question and these responses struggled to score highly as a result. Although some 
candidates did not deal directly with the two bullet points, nearly all addressed them 
implicitly. A minority dealt with ideas of causation without leading to the conclusion that 
it is the God of Classical Theism who is being argued for. Overall there were a lot of good, 
relevant answers with excellent understanding directly addressing the two views. Many 
candidates presented clear understanding of the first three ways of Aquinas, the Kalam 
argument and William Lane Craig’s modern version of it, as well as the Copleston/Russell 
debate with good knowledge of Leibniz’ sufficient reason idea as well. Some struggled with 
(ii), but many well-considered arguments were presented. Hume was the most referenced 
scholar in question (ii) but more able answers dealt with both sides of the argument, 
offering counter arguments leading to more careful analysis.
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This example of a part (i) response scored low Level 3 (12 marks) 
as it only really addressed one of the bullet points of the question.

Examiner Comments

Try to answer all elements of the question you attempt.

Examiner Tip
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This was a pretty thorough response that reached the top 
of Level 4 at 21 marks.

Examiner Comments
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Question 2

Question 2 (a)

This was a very popular question and saw some excellent answers. In the main, candidates 
were able to adapt material to the question, limiting their response to requirements of 
question (i) to only refer to one solution although less able candidates did not focus on 
the demands of the question and presented their pre-prepared essay on two theodicies 
and then struggled in part (ii). However, nearly all candidates outlined the problem of evil 
clearly, usually referring to the inconsistent triad along with types of suffering. The more 
able candidates then went on to demonstrate how the proposed solution linked to this 
problem. Less able candidates often looked at the types of evil or the inconsistent triad 
without trying to really answer the question and some candidates failed to answer the first 
element of the AO1 question and launched straight into the theodicy. The best answers 
here were pretty well balanced between the problem and one solution with good detailed 
knowledge of the ideas of that solution and good use of scholarship. The standard of the 
AO2 responses was very high in some cases where candidates really evaluated the second 
theodicy presented. This section was an opportunity for candidates to demonstrate more 
than just a working knowledge of a second solution, however, many failed to attempt an 
evaluation of the solution considered and only described it and were unable to achieve the 
higher levels.
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This part (ii) example shows a low Level 3 response as it is mostly 
presentation with little analysis of the theodicy until the final section 
which was then rather brief. This scored 5 marks.

Examiner Comments

Remember to evaluate material in part (ii).

Examiner Tip
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This extract shows a well-focused first section of part (i) with a neat summary 
of the problem of evil and suffering using a range of scholars. This was Level 4 
material that was then sustained for the remainder of the answer that focused on 
Irenaeus' theodicy with further full explanation. Overall this scored 19 marks.

Examiner Comments
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Question 2

Question 2(b)

This question saw fewer answers but it was, for the most part, answered extremely well. 
There was evidence of a wide range of scholars and depth of knowledge and understanding 
in many of the answers. Most candidates were able to articulate main concepts and refer 
to key scholars. However, many were unable to access the higher levels due to a lack of 
depth. Swinburne and Hume were popular, but not exclusive choices. This question saw 
a greater diversity of approaches, and typically, responses tended to include a greater 
degree of debate and evaluation. Less able answers were anecdotal or narrative; they 
lacked reference to philosophical thought and understanding and were on the whole only 
descriptive. A02 lacked the depth needed for higher marks and there was not enough 
use of scholars. More able answers included both the different definitions of miracles and 
arguments in support of them for AO1, while including Hume’s criticisms in AO2. However 
many fell down on AO2 by not fully answering the issue about the breaking of natural law.
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This AO1 response had clear themes present 
but the material was a little thin, it scored 
Level 3, 14 marks.

Examiner Comments

Remember to demonstrate your points 
with clear explanation.

Examiner Tip
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Question 3

Ethics

Question 3(a)

This question saw a variety of responses; several candidates wrote about their own version 
of the question though which was a shame. Instead of responding directly to the question 
some candidates rephrased the part (i) question in their introduction and then explained 
how morality is not dependent on religion, and then in part (ii) discussed how morality is 
dependent on religion – answering the question in reverse, this was not directly addressing 
the question set though and so candidates penalised themselves with this approach. 
Situation Ethics could have been a legitimate response to this question if the material 
presented was tailored to fit the demands of the question, some candidates who used this 
material managed this well, others simply wrote a pre-prepared Situation Ethics essay with 
no reference to the question severely limiting marks able to be earned. Better answers 
showed candidates were aware of the basics concerning morality and how dependent it is 
on religion and answers were written on the whole in a structured manner, using relevant 
terms. Many candidates were able to refer to scriptural teachings and scholars and many 
good answers featured the Design Command Theory and Euthyphro Dilemma, although 
the higher level answers contained a good analysis of contemporary atheist scholars, such 
as Dawkins, in addition to the expected responses. For A02, candidates tended to repeat 
material previously used in A01. The stronger answers were able to evaluate the religious 
and secular arguments, rather than just repeating information. Many of the lower level 
responses ignored the wording of the question and wrote why they felt religion was linked 
or not linked to morality.
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This candidate presents good material and a solid effort to answer part (i). 
This response reached Level 4 at 16 marks.

Examiner Comments
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This part (ii) answer showed a solid response to the issue 
presented, it reached the top of Level 3 at 6 marks.

Examiner Comments
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Question 3
Question 3(b)

The question on utilitarianism was very popular and was, generally, done well. There were 
a lot of good responses that showed a range of material and a good understanding of the 
features of utilitarianism. The more detailed and thorough answers tended to consider 
throughout the reasons why utilitarianism can be understood as convincing, although some 
candidate responses did give a valid explanation of this at the end of part (i). The majority 
of answers included clear and accurate explanation of the context and then rule and act 
utilitarianism (although some were overly descriptive and not a direct response to the 
question). The more developed answers often included reference to negative and preference 
utilitarianism. In part (ii) there were some excellent conclusions that clearly weighed up the 
views in a sophisticated manner and came to a logical conclusion based on the argument 
that had been presented.
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This section of a part (i) answer shows the candidate 
carefully using the material to address the question.  
An example of a Level 4 response and scored 19 

Examiner Comments

Tailor your knowledge to the demands 
of the question set.

Examiner Tip
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This part (ii) answer covered a range of scholarship in a survey 
fashion, it could have been improved with greater focus on the 
question itself and more application of the material. It was a 
Level 3 response and earned 5 marks.

Examiner Comments
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Question 4
Question 4(a)

This was a popular question and some answers were excellent and contained clear 
understanding and analysis of the Just War Theory. Many answers did not solely rely on 
the Just War Theory, but included relevant pacifist stances that would justify war as well as 
religious evidence from Biblical sources. The less able answers barely touched on the Just 
War Theory and focused instead on using contemporary examples of war to explain their 
own point of view. Part (ii) saw some good responses too, as candidates engaged well with 
pacifism as an idea offering analysis and discussion of whether or not war can be justified 
with reference to different types of pacifism, again with specific reference to examples.
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This essay demonstrated clear knowledge 
throughout, it is well organised and coherent with 
detailed content. This section presents a level of 
material that was sustained throughout the whole 
essay, it was Level 4 and gained full marks.

Examiner Comments

Use detail to illustrate and support your 
points.

Examiner Tip
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This part (ii) extract shows a Level 4 response, it was at the 
lower end of the level and earned 7 marks. There was a range 
that reached into Level 4 but it would have been improved with 
a more sustained consideration of types of pacifism and their 
impact on the view that there are ‘no good reasons‘ to go to 
war. 

Examiner Comments
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Question 4
Question 4(b)

This question saw a variety of responses with many simply focusing on two different issues 
as opposed to two different ways in which religious beliefs can help to resolve matters. Some 
candidates simply wrote about the two matters of sexual ethics predominantly homosexuality 
and sex before marriage, emphasising the negativity without any reference to how different 
denominations have been working to resolve these matters. Answers that did consider two 
ways in which religious belief attempts to resolve often did so in reference to two or more 
different issues within sexual ethics which saw some good responses. More able candidates 
were able to deal with the wording of the question effectively and used a mixture of religious 
teachings and scholarly principles to support their answers. Part (ii) answers were more 
structured and offered a more direct response to the question. This area was tackled in a 
more effective way as candidates generally were able to examine religious viewpoints in light 
of modern sexual ethics and the conflicts that arise with tradition. Less able candidates relied 
on simple religious teachings in order to try and form a valid viewpoint.
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This section demonstrated a solid Level 3 response at 13 marks. 
The candidate engaged with some good material and made 
relevant connections with good use of Biblical references but 
there was limited development. It promised much but did not 
do enough with the material to reach Level 4.

Examiner Comments
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This answer was a Level 4 response, it scored 18 marks. This 
extract shows the essay is a good example of a coherent 
response that presented clear knowledge and effective 
understanding.

Examiner Comments
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Question 5
Buddhism

For the Buddhism section exemplars will be provided together with comments for a selection 
of questions, focusing on those most popular.

Question 5(a)

Most responses focused on the context prior to the time of Buddha but also included 
material from the time of Buddha to extend the answer. There was some confusion over the 
relationship between early Buddhism and Jainism. Most candidates were able to identify 
how Buddha had responded to his context – the best answers focused on the question 
‘distinctive reactions’ but many did not ‘comment on’ evaluating these reactions.
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Question 5 (b)
Candidates struggled to relate material about Gautama’s enlightenment to its importance 
in his life. Most were able to describe the ‘watches of the night’, the encounters with Mara 
and the insights into the dharma in varying amounts of depth. A lot of candidates retold 
Gautama’s life story mentioning the enlightenment but not as the central focus of the 
answer. In part (ii) the answers identified that Gautama’s enlightenment was an inspiration 
for other Buddhists to achieve this goal. Again there was little evaluation/argument about 
this in terms of the A02 trigger ‘comment on’. Those who did comment on it, explained the 
Theravada view of Gautama and his enlightenment.

This response on the religious context of the Buddha had a good 
range of detail, it focused on the question and had good use of 
scholars. In the second part of the essay if had a good focus on 
the question with a range of viewpoints and good use of reason. 
It scored 19 marks for AO1 and 7 marks for AO2.

Examiner Comments
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Question 6 (a)
All three Refuges were examined, often with more emphasis on the Sangha including the 
interrelationships of the four fold Sangha. The best part (ii) answers grappled with what 
could count as the essence of Buddhism but most answers were quite repetitive of material 
used in part (i). Often answers argued about which refuge is more important rather than 
referring to the wording of the question.
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This is an example of the first part of an answer 
that scored L4 for both AO1 (18 marks) followed by 
part (ii) which was also Level 4 for AO2 (8 marks). 
It was a full response with a solid structure.

Examiner Comments
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Question 6 (b)
A good range of purposes were identified overall but some candidates struggled to adapt 
material about types of meditation to the question’s focus on purposes. The more able 
candidates identified spiritual development, moral progress, and insight into dharma as 
well as mundane purposes. In part (ii) Candidates mainly identified practical challenges of 
meditation.
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This AO1 section shows a Level 4 answer on Meditation that 
reached 18 marks.

Examiner Comments
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Question 7
Christianity

This section saw a relatively small entry but there was a good range of responses.

Question 7(a)
Candidates who opted for this question tended to write about Bonhoeffer. The more able 
candidates avoided simple biography and were able to focus on the person and work 
of Jesus as presented in Bonhoeffer’s teachings more directly. There was some good 
scholarship and a clear understanding of the significance of these teachings for Christians 
today in many responses.
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This essay was a top of Level 3 response, it dealt clearly with 
some of the key issues but to reach Level 4 it needed more 
development. It scored 15 marks.

Examiner Comments
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The part (ii) response was also Level 3, at the top 
again and it scored 6 marks. It was good and clear 
but could have been further developed.

Examiner Comments
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Question 7 (b)
This was a popular question and candidates answered a range of topics well. Many 
candidates did a thorough examination of the life and work of Jesus in the context of the 
Patristic debates, or in the work of Calvin. There were many excellent examples through 
knowledge and understanding of the key issues and good use of scholarship. However, there 
were again many examples of candidates producing almost identical answers, although 
this can indicate good preparation of a topic, it can also preclude freedom of thought and 
the ability to tailor material to nuance of the question. Generally speaking, this section 
was tackled very well indeed with a pleasing level of scholarship. Part (ii) produced some 
more straightforward responses in some cases but the best answers really addressed the 
implications for Christians today of the issues/debates regarding the teachings about Jesus 
from the context studied.
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This essay showed a very good range of scholarship and 
developed knowledge. It dealt with a full range of the topic 
matter in a controlled and coherent fashion. It was an example 
of a script that earned full marks both in AO1 and AO2. Some 
sections are presented here for a flavour of the whole.

Examiner Comments
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This example of a Patristics response showed 
good relevant knowledge, carefully and coherently 
presented with a good use of scholarship. It 
reached Level 4 in AO1 at 18 marks.

Examiner Comments



66 GCE Religious Studies 6RS01 01

This part (ii) shows a response that 
was Level 4 at 7 marks.

Examiner Tip
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Question 8 (a)
The more able responses to this question were balanced across the notions of personal 
and Creator and there was a good range of approaches and scholarship used. Candidates 
marshalled their material well to address the demands of the question in most cases. 
Terminology was used carefully with good explanation of the terms in the majority of 
answers. There was good comparison of the value of personal and Creator notions of God in 
the modern world, notably in relation to science and personal relationship with God.
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This answer covered a good range of material and scored Level 
4, 17 marks for AO1. The second section was unfortunately too 
brief to earn more than Level 2, 3 marks for AO2.

Examiner Comments

Try to balance time and content in your response 
across (i) and (ii) to be able to earn the marks 
available for each section.

Examiner Tip
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This was an example of a better AO2 response, this answer 
reached into Level 4 at 7 marks. It was nicely focused on the 
issue in the question, with a clear structure but it could have 
been expanded further.

Examiner Comments
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Question 8 (b)
There were not many responses to this question but the more able candidates addressed 
the meaning of both baptism and Eucharist clearly and fully rather than simply describing 
the practices. Most answers were balanced well across the two elements and revealed a 
good understanding of the significance of these practices. Part (ii) saw some good responses 
too where candidates applied the information to the task of the question well. 
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This was a very full response to the demands of the question in 
AO1 - it scored Level 4, 19 marks. The candidate balanced the 
material and marshalled it well in the time available.

Examiner Comments
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Question 9
Hinduism

For the Hinduism section exemplars will be provided together with comments for a selection 
of questions, focusing on those most popular.

Overall, answers to this section were of a good to a very good standard. A few answers 
were heavily dependent on extensive use of headings and sometimes the content was 
written in note-form. The front page of the question paper draws attention to the fact 
that the quality of written responses will be taken into account in the marking. A problem 
with extensive use of headings as a norm is that this may inhibit fluency and good use of 
paragraphs. 

Question 9 (a)

This question attracted good quality answers. Candidates were well-informed, displaying 
breadth and depth of material. They presented contextual information about archaeological 
investigations into this period. Key scholars were named and commented upon together 
with effective use of terms. Some lower level answers tended to be descriptive of these 
various discoveries and others drew out their possible significance. Part (ii) drew on a range 
of different interpretations displaying good use of arguments.
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This example shows a script that reached full marks on the 
question regarding the significance of the Indus Valley Culture 
and Aryan influences. It was full, well-crafted and focused on 
the question well.

Examiner Comments
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Question 9 (b)
There were some very good answers to this question on the Vedic period. Candidates 
structured their material well and examined ideas about gods and ritual with breadth and 
detail. There was proficient use of language with an ability to highlight key features. Most 
candidates paid attention to the issue about the claim the Vedas were ‘mainly concerned’ 
with these two themes. There was evidence of good scholarship. The high standard was 
followed through into part (ii), which required reasonable breadth of material in order to 
comment on the claim that this period was not very significant for Hinduism. Candidates 
presented cogent argument supporting the claim and others disagreeing with it. There were 
interesting discussions about female deities and also issues about the caste system.
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This essay is an example of a script scoring full 
marks at AO1 and at AO2. There was good range and 
detail and a clear and focused essay structure.

Examiner Comments
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This essay is an example of a script scoring full marks at AO1 
and at AO2. There was good range and detail and a clear and 
focused essay structure.

Examiner Comments
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Question 10 (a)
Over the years candidates tend to present good quality answers on yoga. This year was no 
exception and candidates had ample material and used their time effectively to examine 
three types of yoga. Part (ii) attracted answers that thought through the issues about yoga 
as having spiritual purpose and as producing physical wellbeing. There were a variety of 
stances including arguments showing the greater importance of one of these purposes 
whilst others argued for the coherence of both views together.
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This answer on types of yoga had a good AO1 section 
scoring 20 marks near the top of Level 4 but a weaker 
part (ii) which only reached 5 marks in Level 2, it needed 
more focus on the question to reach higher marks here.

Examiner Comments

Focus on the question to reach 
higher levels in part (ii), don't forget 
to evaluate as the AO2 skill.

Examiner Tip
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Question 10 (b)
There were good quality answers. Candidates presented clear accounts on their selected 
two themes with effective use of terms and well-chosen exemplar material. Candidates 
examined the key ideas associated with these themes and drew on selected teachings from 
important Hindu teachers and more recent scholars. There were well structured answers to 
part (ii) with some attention to more up-to-date issues. 
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This answer scored 18 marks for AO1 but it had a 
weaker part (ii), again with little ‘comment on’ to 
reach higher AO2 marks. It scored 4 marks for AO2.

Examiner Comments
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Question 11
Islam

For the Islam section exemplars will be provided together with comments for a selection of 
questions, focusing on those most popular.

There appeared to be a greater range of candidates and answers reflected both Islamic and 
critical scholarship. 

Question 11 (a)
Most candidates learned their material well and produced competent answers. Candidates 
gaining marks in the higher levels focused closely on the question, selected and used 
appropriate material. Some discussed whether Jahiliya was to be more understood as 
social, religious or both and analysed them in the light of scholarship. Only a few of the 
more able candidates challenged the views of scholars though many candidates quoted the 
comments of scholars or used them to back up a point of view. Some candidates contrasted 
the period before and after Islam which worked well when the candidate kept a close focus 
upon the question. Less able candidates tended to be descriptive and superficial. In part 
(ii) candidates gaining marks in the higher levels considered Pre Islamic Arabia’s ideas of 
Allah, judgement and afterlife as well as beliefs and practices showing the need for change 
and referring to Muhammad’s Revelation from Allah and the resulting beliefs against 
some of the pre-Islamic practices showing how the people were ‘ready’. These candidates 
used their material well, closely focusing on the question and were analytical and able to 
make relevant and significant comment. Some of these candidates were able to relate the 
Messenger with the earlier Prophets. Those gaining marks in the lower levels tended to write 
descriptively without close focus upon the question and lacked discussion and debate. A few 
candidates just agreed that Pre-Islamic Arabia was ready for a Messenger.
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This script scored 17marks for AO1 and 7 marks for AO2. There 
was good knowledge and use of material that focused on the 
question with some use of scholars. Part (ii) was quite brief.

Examiner Comments
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Question 11 (b)
This question was not as popular as 1(a) and many tended to be very descriptive. Some 
candidates achieving marks in the lower levels sometimes wrote a life story whilst others 
only described two events. These candidates did not really ‘examine’ the three key events.

Candidates achieving marks in the higher levels drew out the significance and some used 
scholars, again material had a focus on the demands of the question. Part (ii) of the 
question was not fully answered as well as some others. Only a few actually discussed 
the significance of a Final Messenger though most were able to refer to the Shahadah, 
the Qur’an, records of Muhammad’s character, the ‘miracle’ of the Qur’an and those who 
rejected this.
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Question 12 (a)
Those candidates achieving marks in the lower levels tended to refer or describe beliefs of 
Akhirah, Angels, and Paradise rather than examining them. Candidates reaching the higher 
levels used examples from the six beliefs closely focusing on the question and often quoting 
from the Qur’an. In part (ii) the answers in the higher levels used material and provided 
some excellent discussion around such topics as Kalam, the 99 Names, shirk with many 
candidates quoting accurately from the Qur’an. Some candidates found this part of the 
question very difficult and simply agreed with the question whilst other agreed and gave 
superficial reasons for doing so.

Question 12 (b)
All candidates were able to name the Pillars and most were able to refer to how these 
demonstrated submission. Many were also able to show how they related to the umma. 
Hence many candidates gave answers that were sound but some candidates however 
described the Five Pillars without explaining their relationship with submission and umma.

Candidates gaining marks in the higher levels tended to make explicit and fluent links 
reflecting how each pillar showed submission of heart, mind and will as well as their 
relationship with the umma. It was good to see that these candidates used their material 
confidently and were able to relate both to the Qur’an and scholars. In part (ii) many 
candidates referred to practical problems and solutions in place for these but some 
candidates were able to look at the issues of disagreement between sects, what is lawful to 
one group but not to another and look at methodology of how to respond to issues arising in 
the Qur’an, sunnah, umma and shariah law. An impressive approach was to look at issues of 
‘blind obedience’ in religions, kidnappings, terrorism, media stereotyping and the discussion 
about ‘extremism or dedication’.
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This response about the Five Pillars went through the 
pillars with a clear focus on the question, good detail 
and conclusion. In part (ii) difficulties were described 
but with only basic comment. This essay scored 18 
marks for AO1 and 5 marks for AO2.

Examiner Comments
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Question 13 (a)
There were very few responses for questions 13-16 to give a meaningful analysis on 
performance.
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Question 17

New Testament

For the New Testament section exemplars will be provided together with comments for a 
selection of questions, focusing on those most popular.

Question 17 (a)
Answers referring to Luke were less in evidence than those of John. Answers to Luke were 
clear and demonstrated knowledge of relevant content but were ‘lighter’ and displayed less 
evaluation or argument than those using John. 

The answers relating to Luke’s Gospel would have been strengthened if candidates had 
shown a greater knowledge of Old Testament background to discipleship and related issues. 
Many candidates who studied John showed a good knowledge of the symbolism and the 
Old Testament background to the sayings, though some candidates would have gained by 
providing more analysis of the background references.

Candidates need to be careful that analysis of ‘Gate’ in Chapter 10 does not result in 
excessive analysis of adjacent material on ‘Good Shepherd’ and hence lose the focus of 
the question. In part (ii) in responses to John, more could have been made on the impact 
of Jesus’ sayings upon the authorities and on the reactions to his saying by those who 
heard him. Responses were good on Old Testament background, prophecy and fulfilment, 
especially in John. More candidates could have reached the higher levels with greater 
analysis and relating discipleship to the response of the Early Church.

Question 17 (b)
It was pleasing to see all candidates make reference to both incidents whether answering 
on John or Luke. Candidates achieving marks in the higher levels knew their material 
well and answers reflected a tight focus upon the question. Less able candidates provided 
answers that were quite shallow and underdeveloped with lack of analysis and detail. In 
part (ii) there were many good answers; candidates did well to show both how important 
the miracles were for the overall nature of Jesus’ ministry and yet also point out what 
other key features of his ministry there were. A good distinction was made between Lucan 
understanding of signs as ‘power’ and Johannine usage as ‘sign posts’ with good use and 
understanding of the terms in Greek. The impact of the signs upon the authorities and their 
use in conflict scenes was not so well worked out or expressed.
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This essay showed excellent knowledge of the topic and Old 
Testament links. It focused on the question and made good use 
of scholars and vocabulary. There was some good comment and 
overall it scored 19 marks for AO1 and 8 marks for AO2.

Examiner Comments
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Question 18 (a)
In the Luke question there was good material on prayer but far too little on praise. The 
knowledge was often clear but sometimes too simplistic with lack of reference to scholars. 
The question relating to women in John’s Gospel was a popular choice and there was 
much evidence of good background material, though candidates must choose relevant 
material carefully to demonstrate points so that focus is not lost. Generally, answers were 
full and detailed with a good range of scholars. The more able candidates showed good 
understanding of these teachings in the context of the whole Gospel. In part (ii) those 
gaining marks in the higher level in the John question made good use of the Old Testament 
and Jewish context displaying good knowledge of the status of women at the time of Jesus, 
often using scholars to substantiate their claims. Most answers were competent and all but 
the less able candidates achieved a mark at least in Level 3.



114 GCE Religious Studies 6RS01 01



GCE Religious Studies 6RS01 01 115

This essay on women in John was Level 4 for AO1, it 
scored 18 marks. It had a very good knowledge of the 
topic and used material well, focusing on the question. 
There was good background knowledge and good 
comment which the candidate was able to expand. Part 
(ii) sadly was quite brief and scored 5 marks for AO2.

Examiner Comments

Try to balance your answers 
across (i) and (ii) according to 
the marks available.

Examiner Tip
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Question 18 (b)
In responses about discipleship some candidates gave well-practised answers though these 
sometimes lacked the relevant material required to illustrate the aspect of discipleship 
being explained. Answers tended to be an extended list of characteristics of discipleship, 
particularly if drawn from Luke’s Gospel. The answers gaining marks in the higher levels 
demonstrated greater evaluation and argument using comparison and contrast of alternative 
positions. Very few candidates relied on the simple re-telling of the textual narrative. In 
part (ii) knowledge of John the Baptist was generally good showing an appreciation of Old 
Testament prophecy and an understanding of his role as a herald and a witness. Those 
gaining marks in the higher levels referred to Jesus’ words about John and demonstrated 
that John was better understood as a contemporary and witness to Jesus in the Fourth 
Gospel account though only a few of the candidates made accurate references to ‘Lamb of 
God’.
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Paper Summary
Based on their performance on this paper, candidates should:

• use the answer booklet correctly, one complete answer comprising of (i) and (ii) in each 
of the three sections (p2, p10, p18)

• refer to the question directly and tailor information learnt to answer that particular 
question

• support points made with examples and relevant detail to explain the point

• evaluate material in (ii) rather than simply present it

• continue to develop a good range of scholarship in their answers

• take care with subject specific spellings (terminology and scholars)

• avoid colloquialisms in expression.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx



Pearson Education Limited. Registered company number 872828  
with its registered office at Edinburgh Gate, Harlow, Essex CM20 2JE


