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Instructions

® Use black ink or ball-point pen.

® Fill in the boxes at the top of this page with your name,
centre number and candidate number.

® Read the passage carefully.

® Answer BOTH part (a) and part (b) of the question.

® Answer the question in the spaces provided
— there may be more space than you need.

Information

® The total mark for this paper is 50.
® The marks for each question are shown in brackets
— use this as a guide as to how much time to spend on each question.
® Quality of written communication will be taken into account in the marking
of all your responses
— you should take particular care with your spelling, punctuation and grammar,
as well as the clarity of expression.

Advice

® The assessment of your answers will be based on your knowledge and
understanding of the topic in question (for 60% of the marks) and your
evaluative skills (for 40% of the marks).
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Buddhism

When we refer to ‘Buddhist ethics, we refer to the Buddha'’s analysis and insights into
ethical issues, found dispersed over his discourses, as well as the reflections on ethical
issues found in the later traditions. The discourses, however, provide the common
doctrinal core for the analysis of ethical issues from a Buddhist perspective. Though

he did not present a well-knit treatise on philosophical ethics, the discourses contain
theoretical perspectives on major ethical issues. But beyond the rational scrutiny of
ethical issues, he showed an abiding interest in ethics as a practical concern, a way of life
and well-defined ethical path towards liberation from suffering.

(Source: De Silva, P. Buddhist ethics. In Singer, P. (ed) A Companion to Ethics,
Blackwell Publishers 2001 page 166, Edexcel anthology.)

1 (a) Examine the argument and/or interpretation in the passage.

(b) Do you agree with the idea(s) expressed? Justify your point of view and discuss its
implications for understanding religion and human experience.

(Total for Question 1 = 50 marks)

Start your answer on page 3.
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