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Islam
The Social Dimension

Religions are not just systems of belief: they are also organizations, or parts of
organizations. They have a communal and social significance. This social shape of a
religion is, of course, to some extent determined by the religious and ethical ideals

and practices that it harbours. Conversely, it often happens that the religious and

ethical ideals are adapted to existing social conditions and attitudes... It is important to
distinguish between the ethical dimension of religion and the social dimension. The latter
is the mode in which the religion in question is institutionalized, whereby, through its
institutions and teachings, it affects the community in which it finds itself.

The doctrinal, mythological, and ethical dimensions express a religion’s claims about the
nature of the invisible world and its aims about how men’s lives ought to be shaped: the
social dimension indicates the way in which men’s lives are in fact shaped by these claims
and the way in which religious institutions operate.

(Source: Smart, N., The Religious Experience of Mankind, Collins Publishers, 1977:
Included in Edexcel anthology)

1 (a) Examine the argument and/or interpretation in the passage.

(b) Do you agree with the idea(s) expressed? Justify your point of view and discuss its
implications for understanding religion and human experience.

(Total for Question 1 = 50 marks)

Start your answer on page 3.
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