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Introduction
This unit provides for a balance of teacher-directed and more independent student enquiry. 
This ‘Investigations’ unit offers the opportunity to undertake individual research into a topic 
of particular interest to the candidates.  This is the reason why each question includes the 
expression, “with reference to the topic you have investigated’’. The ability to select and 
manage individual research material to fit into the demands of the question is an important 
discriminator in terms of assessment. 

It is for this reason that the mark scheme for this unit is a generic one. There are no 
indicative mark schemes per question given the fact that there are so many legitimate ways 
of answering questions based on independent research.

The two assessment objectives should permeate this whole process. Candidates 
should determine whether there is sufficient material to access a variety of appropriate 
sources (AO1) and to evaluate alternative views (AO2).  Candidates may monitor their 
progress with reference to the criteria in the level descriptors across both AO1 and AO2. 
The assessment criteria are always mentioned in each question. Typically this is achieved 
with the trigger words, ‘examine’ for AO1 and ‘comment on’ for AO2. The assessment of the 
candidates work is based on the application of these objectives.      

Some candidates performed well on this unit. It was clear that some candidates had 
selected topics of genuine interest to them. There was evidence of substantial background 
reading which was used effectively in answers. Candidates presented well-structured 
responses based on the question and were able to use their knowledge to address the focus 
of the question. A feature of high quality answers was the ability to relate to the question 
throughout the answer. Candidates performed well across both assessment objectives with 
detailed content and cogent argument.

Some candidates did not select their material in accordance with the specific question. 
Some candidates could have adapted their same material so as to use it more effectively to 
address the question. In some cases the question was only briefly mentioned and in others 
there was limited reference to the question in the final few sentences. Some responses at 
the lower levels drew on sources that were below the standard required at GCE level. These 
tended to be descriptive and more narrative rather than analytical.  Some responses at 
the lower levels were short and lacked elaboration and the substantiation necessary at this 
level.       

Some centres chose to concentrate on the same topic for a number of candidates. This 
was useful when backed up with relevant sources, whereby candidates could develop their 
own slant and specialism on their selected topics. Occasionally, some responses became 
formulaic without targeted attention to the demands of the specific question. A key aim of 
this unit is to involve candidates as active participants in order to provide possibilities for 
open-ended enquiry and independent learning.  

It is essential that candidates are entered for the area of investigation which is the best fit 
for the question on the paper. Candidates were not penalised if a cross was placed in a box 
that did not match the response.
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Question 1

This was generally a well answered question and good answers demonstrated high levels 
of informed and thoughtful scholarship.  Some responses successfully connected standard 
arguments about religious experience with the idea of self-knowledge and/or God. Some 
tended to present narrative accounts of religious experience without the appropriate 
analysis and debate.

There were a range of responses with some addresseing the question through the use of 
well established philosophical arguments (eg James, Otto Swinburne, Hick). Others showed 
an excellent understanding of Eastern scholars, and there were some very impressive 
scripts which made comparisons and contrasts between Eastern and Western thinking.  
Some scripts explored modern cognitive psychology.

This is the first part of the answer. The candidate gives a context to some key issues in this 
topic.
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The candidate examines and considers two interpretations related to 
this topic, namely objective compared to subjective stances.

Examiner Comments

It is sometimes useful to set up contrasting points 
of view within which various scholars are used to 
exemplify various positions.

Examiner Tip
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This is in the middle of an answer and at this stage the candidate examines the view that 
religious experience provides a way of 'knowing God'.
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The candidate puts forward two positions about 
religious experience in terms of knowledge of 
God and presents a detailed analysis of the 
views of Swinburne.

Examiner Comments

There may be times within an essay that a 
candidate  examines in detail the ideas and views of 
an individual scholar, especially one who has made 
a significant contribution. This is a good example of 
an analysis of Swinburne.

Examiner Tip
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Question 2

Some candidates seemed well prepared for this topic and responses demonstrated a sound 
understanding of a wide range of scholars with debates throughout their answers.  Some 
presented three models (hard materialism, soft materialism and dualism) as a standard 
response to the question.  The issues connected with Near Death Experiences were raised 
by many students but often in a rather unscholarly way.  The discussions are perfectly valid, 
but candidates should be aware of the need to outline and comment on these arguments 
with the same degree of rigour as they analyse more traditional philosophical arguments.

There were some strong responses to this question, where demanding philosophical 
contributors were discussed with authority.

This is the full extract of an answer on the mind body topic. The majority of answers range 
across a number of theories and scholars, and in a number instances to good effect.
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This candidate focuses on the ideas of Plato and in this respect it is an in-depth 
study of one famous contributor. It is a careful and informed analysis, displaying the 
ability to draw attention to key significant points.  The candidate highlights key issues 
about dualism and the debates that this raises. The overall title of this topic area is 
'Contrasting standpoints on the relationship between mind and body'. This candidate 
shows that this contrast can be achieved with a concentrated focus on the views of 
one major philosopher supported by a range of debating points. 

Examiner Comments
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Question 3

The responses included discussions of a wide range of scholars. Answers in the upper levels 

do more than simply write as much as they know about a particular figure and in doing so 
they do not ignore (or treat superficially) the issue about their essential insight into religion 
and/or God.

Good answers were aware of the task at hand and there were some very probing attempts 
to assess the view that the selected philosopher(s) provided an essential insight into religion 
and/or God.  A few very good responses considered objections and alternative viewpoints in 
a careful and systematic way.

A discussion of Existentialism and particularly Kierkegaard has become a very popular 
topic.  There has been an increasing number of candidates writing about Greek philosophy, 
focusing particularly on Plato and Aristotle.

This is the first part of a candidate's answer focusing on existentialism.
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The candidate provides a brief context to existentialism. The 
analysis of Kierkegaard is aided by contrasting ideas and views 
from Sartre, drawing on various related sources  such as Camus.

Examiner Comments
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These are the concluding pages of an answer on the existentialist approaches of Sartre and 
Kierkegaard.
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The AO2 features of these pages display good practice. Level 4 of AO2 
includes reference to a 'careful analysis of alternative views'.  
The candidate debates various criticisms of both Sartre and Kierkegaard 
and shows the variety of disputes regarding their contributions.

Examiner Comments
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Paper Summary

Advice for candidates:

• Manage the material from the investigations to focus on the demands of the question

• Use appropriate sources

• Show an understanding of the topic 

• Present a thoughtful analysis of the material

• Make effective use of evidence and argument

• Comment on alternative views

• Show a clearly expressed viewpoint.

Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx



Further copies of this publication are available from
Edexcel Publications, Adamsway, Mansfield, Notts, NG18 4FN

Telephone 01623 467467
Fax 01623 450481
Email publication.orders@edexcel.com
Order Code US030831 January 2012

For more information on Edexcel qualifications, please visit 
www.edexcel.com/quals

Pearson Education Limited. Registered company number 872828  
with its registered office at Edinburgh Gate, Harlow, Essex CM20 2JE




