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Paper Introduction
Congratulations are due to many candidates who achieved success in their thorough 
understanding of the selected passage and for their commendable examination techniques.  
It is essential for candidates to examine the passage on the exam paper. Candidates must 
relate what they have learned and apply it to the extract. Examiners know there are many 
ways of examining a passage and there is no preferred method. What is essential is an 
explicit focus on the text, whatever method is used to examine it. There was evidence of 
some candidates inserting several paragraphs of material not linked to the question. 

The division on the paper into the two assessment objectives is intended to assist 
candidates to structure their answers and to enable them to make sensible use of their 
time in the allocation of material. In most cases candidates had the required examination 
technique to make effective use of their material.  There is no necessary requirement to 
follow the structured division as seen in the question. However, for candidates creating 
a holistic answer, there is a tendency to pay inadequate attention to AO2, especially in 
relation to the implications aspect of part (b).  
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Question Introduction
Examiners were impressed with the strength of a number of answers. The more successful 
answers contextualised this extract in relation to the overall source. Candidates focused on 
key ideas such as the ‘highest good’ and critical themes such as the relationship between 
religion and morality. There was effective use of scholarship including reference to Aquinas, 
Aristotle, Bayle, Hobbes, Locke, Moore, Plato Rawls and Ross. There was a good level of 
understanding of ethical theories from other units such as utilitarianism and deontology, 
emotivism and intuitionism. Virtue Ethics was used to good effect with both the Aristotelian 
and the more recent versions by Anscombe and McIntyre. These successful answers 
displayed intelligent analysis of concepts, and terms and had a fluent and coherent style. 
Successful candidates made good connections with the Jamieson extract and to a lesser 
extent LaFollette.

The answers at the lower levels were little more than paraphrases, presenting generalised 
material with little reference to specific ethical theories. Those that did had little sense 
of how they related or differed to each other or of their chronology. More importantly, 
there was a limited ability to relate theses various features to the selected passage. Some 
candidates spent more time providing an overview of the whole source with only incidental 
reference to the selected passage.

Candidates made wide use of a range of implications arising from this passage that included 
politics. More able candidates presented debates in AO2 which referred to the rejection 
of religious morality by Dawkins, Dostoevsky, Nietzsche and Sartre whilst less successful 
candidates presented partial answers paying attention to opinion or implications but not both.
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This is the whole answer and represents good practice.
Assessment Objective 1
The candidate manages the whole answer very well as seen in the appropriate allocation of 
material for both AO1 and AO2. There is a systematic and explicit examination of the selected 
passage and the candidate presents a critical examination of the source as evidenced in the 
range of related material and this shows an understanding of the text. There is effective use of 
relevant ethical theories from other units such as Virtue Ethics from 6RS03. The standard of the 
candidate’s understanding is seen in the way there is discrimination of the relative importance 
given to various points. As far as the passage is concerned a key aspect is the relationship 
between religion and morality and this is stressed by the candidate. There is commendable use 
of scholarship and the candidate shows a proficient use of key ethical concepts.

Assessment Objective 2
The candidate is successful in AO2 because of the range of material used in evaluation and 
debate, including a debate about the problems of Utilitarianism. The line of reasoning of this 
candidate is that Virtue Ethics is the most convincing theory. This answer draws out a number 
of key implications arising from this passage.

Examiner Comments

Successful candidates display an ability to perform well 
across a considerable range of content and examination 
techniques. This candidate has a uniformly high 
standard of work throughout the answer.

Examiner Tip
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx

This answer illustrates some of the problems of combining both AO1 and AO2 
together because insufficient attention is given to the various demands of AO2.

The standard of work in part (a) is quite good. There is a close examination of the 
selected passage.  Part (a) is a full answer which combines detailed exposition 
of the text together with links to related scholars and theories. Although the 
candidate does not refer to part (a) or part (b) in their answer there appears to be 
AO2 material from the bottom of page 6 onwards. The candidate considers three 
implications and these are pertinent to AO2. However, the candidate does not 
systematically focus on the full demands of AO2.  Part (b) begins by asking: ‘Do 
you agree with the ideas expressed? Justify your point of view....’ Towards the end 
of the answer the candidate begins to consider these demands but it is virtually too 
late to develop these ideas. The implications for understanding religion and human 
experience can be found, but they are not appropriately developed. Overall, this 
candidate performs well in AO1 but the material for AO2 could be improved by a 
better focus and development of the material.   

Examiner Comments

The division into (a) and (b) is in the question to help candidates structure their 
material in the time available. This division enables candidates select and manage 
their material in order to provide a full answer to the various demands of the paper. 

Examiner Tip
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