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Introduction

Congratulations are due to many candidates who achieved success in their thorough 
understanding of the selected passage and for their commendable examination techniques.  
It is essential for candidates to examine the passage on the exam paper. Candidates must 
relate what they have learned and apply it to this extract. Examiners know there are many 
ways of examining a passage and there is no preferred method. What is essential is an 
explicit focus on the text, whatever method is used to examine it. There was evidence of 
some candidates inserting several paragraphs of material not linked to the question. 

The division on the paper into the two assessment objectives is intended to assist 
candidates to structure their answers and to enable them to make sensible use of their 
time in the allocation of material. In most cases candidates had the required examination 
technique to make effective use of their material.  There is no necessary requirement to 
follow the structured division as seen in the question. However, for candidates creating 
a holistic answer, there is a tendency to pay inadequate attention to AO2, especially in 
relation to the implications aspect of part (b).  
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Question 1

Assessment Objective 1

Candidates were generally able to balance both parts of the answer appropriately.  Fewer 
candidates attempted to combine parts (a) and (b) following the comments about this made 
in last year’s Report.  Approaches to an examination of the text were varied and examiners 
at the standardisation meetings had been alerted to the legitimacy and credit-worthiness 
of a range of methods of examining the passage. Some candidates chose to use the extract 
as a launch pad in order to review the whole of Westphals’ article.   Provided adequate 
attention was given to displaying an understanding of the extract, this broader perspective 
was entirely legitimate. 

However, some candidates seemed to have prepared a generic response to Westphal that 
provided only incidental information on the extract itself. For example by having insufficient 
focus on the ideas associated with suspicion of religion in comparison to scepticism.  

Some candidates produced excellent work. These presented a good range of wider reading 
and were able to contextualise the article with good philosophical understanding and 
evidence of a critical study of the passage.  Some made links with the other texts.  Some 
candidates displayed sound understanding of the extract but also the whole of Westphal’s 
article that was used to unpack the details and the broader connotations of the extract. 
Some candidates tended to focus on Kant and Hume which is entirely appropriate for this 
passage. For example, understanding the importance of Hume in the passage and then 
analysed some key features of ‘instrumental religion’. In addition, some presented informed 
analysis of a range of scholars such as Aquinas, Durkheim, Hegel, Marx, Nietzsche and 
Schleiermacher.  Dawkins featured heavily and this was fully legitimate. Many had a good 
knowledge of Kierkegaard and this material was used impressively. It can be noted that 
it is not essential to examine or analyse this range of philosophers. Where candidates are 
familiar with this information, it is creditable when it is used intelligently.  It was most 
pleasing to note that a substantial number of candidates made intelligent use of connections 
with their other studies, most notably critiques of religion.

However, some candidates were not sure who wrote the passage, even though it was fully 
referenced on the exam paper. Sometimes candidates wrote more on Ayer and Donovan 
than on the text in the paper from Westphal. Some candidates presented a simple 
comprehension exercise of the passage with no evidence of further study. Others spent 
too much time on arguments for the existence of God, religious experience and religious 
language at the expense of a focus on the text itself. All of these topics are worthwhile to 
explore but not when it becomes a substitute for answering the specific passage. The work 
of candidates producing answers at the lower standard was disorganised with little evidence 
of understanding the major issues in the passage.

Some candidates wrote generalised accounts of Westphal.This resulted in a lack of 
engagement with the passage itself and hence these answers did not have the flair of 
candidates with better exam techniques.  

Assessment Objective 2

On the whole, answers were well structured, following a clear framework of arguments and 
then implications, drawing on related areas of philosophical study. 

Implications were worked out in relation to specific groups such as theist, atheist 
and agnostic with reference to specific scholars such as Ayer and Wittgenstein. The 
best responses gave philosophical implications and effective academic examples for 
understanding religion and human experience. Many candidates used their reading and 
knowledge of a range of scholars to construct arguments in a coherent manner. Some used 
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their scholarly perspective to critique their own arguments.

Candidates in the middle range generally had a less precise grasp of the meaning of the text 
and the direction of Westphal’s argument. In general they had not worked out the scholarly 
implications beyond giving a series of unsubstantiated views. Less successful candidates 
presented only partial answers relating either to opinion or implications but not both. 

The final part of this report considers three exemplars from candidates' work. The first 
examines good practice in Assessment Objective 1 (AO1) and the second looks at good 
practice in Assessment Objective 2 (AO2). The final example looks at some ways in which a 
candidate's performance in AO2 may be improved. 

This extract includes all of a candidate's answer to part (a). It exemplifies a number of good 
practices in relaltion to AO1.
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The candidate starts by presenting a brief overview of the whole source and then quickly focuses on 
the selected passage. This is a commendable introduction to an answer on this paper. 
This answer clarifi es key expressions such as ‘kernal’ and ‘husk’ which are important in this source. In 
addition there is a good level of undertanding of ‘suspicion’ and ‘scepticism’.
The exposition of various philosophical thinkers is clear and directly relevant to this passage, as seen 
in the material on Kant.
The candidate amplifi es the material by reference to related work in other units such as Freud and 
Marx in 6RS03 under the theme of  critiques of religion.
The AO1 content includes scholarly controversies as seen in the contrasts between Kant and Hegel.

Examiner Comments

The candidate starts by presenting a brief overview of the whole source and then quickly focuses on 

Examiner Comments

There is one key point to bear in mind with this paper. It is essential to adapt material to the selected 
passage. This candidate quickly concentrates on the passage. It is a full answer using a wide range of 
material and all of it throughout is related in an explcit way to the selected passage.

There is one key point to bear in mind with this paper. It is essential to adapt material to the selected 
Examiner Tip
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This extract includes all of a candidate's answer to part (b). Although quite brief, it considers 
the various demands of AO2.
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The candidate clearly agrees with Hume’s point about the importance of suspicion over 
and against scepticism. This is done by reference to debates about Wisom’s parable of the 
gardener and the differences between Anselm and Gaunilo. The candidate refers this to the 
passage concerning suspicion about the motives underlying religious beliefs and practices.
The candidate considers various implications for understanding religion and human 
experience and this includes material from Kierkegaard and Schleiermacher.

Examiner Comments
The candidate clearly agrees with Hume’s point about the importance of suspicion over 

Examiner Comments

It is very important for successful candidates to make explicit reference to 
the various demands of AO2:
do you agree with the idea(s) expressed and justify your point of view
discuss its implications for understanding religion and human experience. 

It is very important for successful candidates to make explicit reference to 
Examiner Tip
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This extract consists of the whole of a response to part (b). The tips will indicate how this 
may be improved.
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 There is very little attention to an evaluation of the selected passage. 
 The response mentions a range of issues such as universal religion; the publication of 
scriptures, and science and religion. However, the response does not ensure these are 
focused on implications arising from the passage. 
 There is a lack of coherence in the structure of this answer and this is typifi ed by the use 
of short paragraphs that appear to have little connection with each other. 

Examiner CommentsExaminer Comments

 In order to achieve success, it is important within AO2 to make it explicit that the issues 
and contoversies considered are linked to the passage itself. 
 Candidates should show evidence of structured planning. For example one of the features 
of AO2 level 3 is an attempt to offer a simple critical assessment of the views expressed 
in the passage and level 4 refers to a ‘coherent discussion’. A critical assessment and 
coherent discussion are best served by a clear and purposeful structure in answers. 
 One immediate way of improving this standard of work is  by improving paragraphing 
techniques in order to avoid short paragraphs of a sentence or so long which appear to 
have no link with each other.   

of short paragraphs that appear to have little connection with each other. 

 In order to achieve success, it is important within AO2 to make it explicit that the issues 
Examiner Tip
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this 
link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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