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    Introduction 

     General comments 

       The Investigations Paper of January 2011 demonstrated a remarkable level of scholarship    evident 
across all areas of study and some answers demonstrated the engagement that candidates had 
with their area of investigation. The enthusiasm for and knowledge of the chosen topic was clearly 
conveyed in many answers that were truly academic in their approach. Some Centres chose to focus 
on the same or similar topics for all their candidates, whereas other Centres permitted considerable 
choice for individual candidates. Some candidates were very well prepared for the examination and 
it was evident that Centres used their specialist resources and interests to encourage candidates to 
research in depth a particular area of study. It is important to stress again that the ‘Investigations’ 
unit    has a defi nite academic purpose. The aim is to involve students as active participants pursuing 
open-ended enquiries with an emphasis on independent learning. Questions were designed to be 
inclusive of all possible approaches to various topics and all valid answers were considered. 

     Candidates were mostly entered for the correct paper but there were still a few entries for particular 
areas of study where it might have benefi tted the candidate more to consider entry for a different 
area of study. It is important to ensure candidates know which area of their investigation is the best 
fi t for the question they answer on the paper. 

   Some topics share generic ideas across a number of different areas and it is vital that candidates know 
the  distinctive  features of their investigation so that in the exam candidates know which question 
to answer i.e. question 1, 2 or 3. It is worth noting that the difference between discussing an ethical 
issue, for example, in Area C and Area D would be in the kind of emphasis required by Area of Study; 
Area 1C requires a range of ethical and/or religious teachings applied to a medical issue whilst Area D 
requires a more detailed knowledge of the ethical precepts of the World Religion(s).      Candidates were 
not penalised if correct entries were not made or a cross was in a box that did not match the answer.  

     Variation in achievement was related to answering the question and to the two assessment objectives. 
These objectives should receive prominent attention in the process of the investigation. Importantly, 
in the exam itself there must be explicit attention to these objectives in the examination answer. 
Each question consistently referred to the assessment objectives with the trigger word ‘Examine’ for 
AO1 and ‘Comment on’ for AO2. These dictated the structure of the question and helped candidates 
to plan their answers. It would be advisable for candidates to pay regular attention to the level 
descriptors for these assessment objectives as a way of monitoring their development and progress 
during their investigations. The phrase ‘with reference to the topic you have investigated’ will always 
appear in the question to ensure that the generic question can be answered with material from any 
appropriate investigation.  

 Preparation for the exam must also pay attention to enabling candidates to develop their management 
of material studied throughout their investigations and to how best structure their content to  answer  
the specifi c question. Success can be undermined by writing up a rote-learnt answer which was not 
adapted in any way to the question set. 

   This report features work produced by the candidates in the actual examination.    The mark scheme 
itself is generic to all questions.    It was not possible to include exemplars for some questions that 
attracted a small entry in this examination series.     
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      Question 1 

   Medical ethics 

   This was by far the most popular question, with the majority of candidates choosing the topics of 
abortion or euthanasia. It was encouraging to note there was a move away from the same material 
being used with little or no originality or development. This led to an improvement in the quality of 
essays on abortion (and euthanasia)    as there was evidence of   more considered, longer responses that 
contained more A level quality material.  

 Some candidates had a very wide ranging understanding of ethical theory whilst discussing the issues 
with reference to well-deployed scholarship and modern day examples. Some candidates also applied 
Aristotle’s virtue ethics and Aquinas’ natural law convincingly. Other candidates identifi ed important 
religious principles in the material they had investigated and discussed thoroughly the possible religious 
and/or ethical responses that might be made to issues(s) related to medical ethics. Some candidates 
did not address this question directly; instead they wrote about the topic that they had investigated 
without relating it to the focus of the question. Once again, centres should encourage candidates to go 
beyond the standard range of material. Candidates should also be wary of just writing out pre-prepared 
answers referring to different methods of abortion and then listing the varying Church responses at the 
expense of answering the question set. Responses can be improved by taking  decisive views, based on 
the evidence and also by paying close attention to the demands of the question.   

   Most candidates wrote about one topic and some candidates appeared to rely on taught material from 
unit one (Situation Ethics, Utilitarianism) rather than showing evidence of independent research, 
although most candidates were able to apply this material to the chosen topic. Many answers followed 
a very formulaic response including a basic defi nition and history of abortion and how various ethical 
theories such as Utilitarianism, situation ethics and Kantian ethics might relate to it. Those who had 
undertaken a more independent approach had accessed some interesting material from Warnock, 
Singer and current debates in the UK Parliament particularly about assisted death. There was evidence 
of high quality answers on embryology/stem cell research, organ donation and in vitro-fertilisation.  

 Evaluation varied tremendously from those who did very little to those who dealt with their own 
viewpoint and the key strengths and weakness at a high level showing clear understanding and good 
religious, ethical and philosophical support.  

 There were also a few instances of candidates confl ating Question 1 with Question 3. Candidates are 
only required to answer one question on the paper.  
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      This essay packs a wide range of material into a full answer which engages fully with the question 
throughout.  
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Examiner Comments

 In the introduction the candidate engages very 
quickly with the question. 

Examiner Tip

 Once again, hard work pays off!    Examining and 
commenting on a wide range of appropriate scholarship 
results in a carefully written, balanced investigation 
that achieves high levels in both assessment objectives.  
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      Question 2 

   The natural world 

   This question was answered incredibly well in some cases with these candidates having a very focused 
understanding of the various views of stewardship and linking this to modern issues in relation to the 
environment.  

 Many candidates demonstrated clear use of scholarship with relevant examples in a range of very 
interesting answers  .  

   Only a small number of candidates attempted this interesting area, but it is encouraging to note that 
within these responses   there were a number of excellent quality.  

 Candidates expressed viewpoints clearly and with a consistent approach. Candidates had clearly 
researched the topic of the environment in depth and often in a very specifi c area and incorporated 
it with a very good understanding of environmental ethics. Some candidates were able to apply a 
range of ethical approaches to the issue and a few candidates referred too much to the content of the 
environmental issue rather than applying and analysing ethical theories. A full essay exemplar essay 
which showed competent scholarship in this topic is quoted in the Examiners’ Reports of June 2009 
and June 2010. 

       There were some weaker responses where candidates tended to write a lot about current trends in 
environmental issues with very little ethical/religious content at all. 
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Examiner Comments

 The fi rst page of this essay does not mention any scholars 
or ethical theories that might be relevant. 

Examiner Tip

Know the debate! Ensure that your investigation 
covers an appropriate range of sources.
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         This introduction offers more potential as there is an indication of wider reading here.

Examiner Comments

The candidate fi nishes the introduction by referring to the 
question and making the opening material relevant. question and making the opening material relevant. 

Examiner Tip

 It is important to have a clear outline of how 
your material might support your argument.  
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        Question 3 

   Equality in the modern world 

   This question was interpreted very differently by candidates. Some candidates explored issues 
surrounding homosexuality and this was either clearly supported with ethical theory and scientifi c 
argument or it was done very badly and resulted in a one-sided argument with limited support.  

 As with question 1, the best answers tended to be more aware of the contemporary religious, 
ethical, and political controversy. For instance, better answers on homosexuality seemed to have 
current knowledge of the Anglican debate over Gene Robinson and the threat of splits in the Anglican 
Communion. Some were well aware of the rival media commentary given by various bishops and 
theologians, and this was impressive when set against a backdrop of scriptural and philosophical 
information. With question 3 candidates should try to ensure that emotional advocacy does not 
become a substitute for ethics scholarship and background information. It is important that candidates 
are concerned by gender, race, and sexuality, but the passion and interest needs to be related to 
knowledge. Some candidates did not refer to ethical theories at all and just gave an account of the 
problems of homosexuality and therefore did not really address the question.  

   Some candidates linked their answer on equality to abortion however, this was not always well argued 
or developed.     

 There were also some powerfully stated answers on women's rights.  

   There were a few essays on Martin Luther King and Malcolm X and it was good to see an 
improvement in the general approach to this particular topic by moving away from the historical and 
autobiographical overview of their life and works towards    an approach such as discussing the general 
principles of equality from more of a philosophical perspective which made a good job of answering 
the question. The question is on the principle of equality; this approach encourages debate on the 
issues in the modern world that can be exemplifi ed by the life and work of Martin Luther King rather 
than an exploration of his life and work without reference to the principle of equality. Once again 
there was   evidence of students focusing on a compare and contrast between Malcolm X and Martin 
Luther King and again not exploring this aspect in relation to the key principles of equality. 
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The following two extracts indicate the range of quality of responses to this question.  

 

         

  

 

Examiner Comments

 This material is doesn’t always relate to the question.   This material is doesn’t always relate to the question.  

Examiner Tip

 All valid material will be credited. However, you 
must make sure that your material is directly 
related to the topic of your investigation.  
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         The essay below shows the range of material that has been investigated and how the candidate has 
used it to answer the question.  
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Examiner Comments

 The introduction leaves the reader in no doubt as to the topic investigated 
– a wide range of reading is evident throughout the essay. The conclusion 
follows on from the body of the essay and addresses the question.  

Examiner Tip

Independent research   often helps an essay to stand 
out for its scholarship.
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            Summary  
     This paper attracted a wide spectrum of responses and the majority of candidates had clearly 
engaged with a topic of interest and produced under examination conditions a fl uent answer.    There 
is    always the nagging concern that candidates who rote learn an answer may not deploy it 
effectively to answer the question; such practice is to be discouraged.    It must be noted that the 
best responses have set a very high standard in this examination session by the individuality of 
their investigations.    Congratulations to centres and candidates who worked so hard to achieve high 
standards and to reinforce       the value of creativity and independent learning that is made possible 
through the Investigations Unit.         
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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