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General Comments
The Investigations Paper was sat for the fi rst time in June 2009. There was a remarkable level of scholarship 
evident in papers across all units and some answers clearly conveyed the engagement that candidates 
had with their area of investigation. It was encouraging to note that this paper had attracted the same 
level of enthusiasm and achievement that had been enjoyed previously by the coursework unit. Existing 
good practices of centres was developed for this new type of exam and the majority of centres had clearly 
adapted and prepared their students very well. Some Centres chose to focus on the same or similar topics 
for all their candidates, whereas other Centres permitted considerable choice for individual candidates. 
Centres used their specialist resources and interests to encourage candidates to research in depth a 
particular area of study. It is important to note that the overall title of this unit  ‘Investigations’ has a 
defi nite academic purpose. The aim is to involve students as active participants pursuing open-ended 
enquiries with an emphasis on independent learning. Questions were designed to be inclusive of all possible 
approaches to various topics and all valid answers were considered.    

Most centres had entered their candidates for the correct option. It is important to ensure candidates know 
which area of their investigation is the best fi t for the question they answer on the paper. Candidates were 
not penalised if correct entries were not made or a cross was put in a box that did not match the answer. 
Examiners were encouraged to mark positively. Centres should ensure that candidates are entered for the 
option that matches their area of study. 

Variation in achievement was related to the two assessment objectives. These objectives should receive 
prominent attention in the process of the investigation. Importantly, in the exam itself there must be 
explicit attention to these objectives in the examination answer. Each question consistently referred to 
the assessment objectives with the trigger word ‘Examine’ for AO1 and ‘Comment on’ for AO2. These 
dictated the structure of the question and helped candidates to plan their answers. It would be advisable 
for candidates to pay regular attention to the level descriptors for these assessment objectives as a way of 
monitoring their development and progress during their investigations. The phrase ‘with reference to the 
topic you have investigated’ will always appear in the question to ensure that the generic question can be 
answered with material from any appropriate investigation. 

In preparation for this examination candidates may fi nd it useful to write up their investigation under exam-
timed conditions to a variety of different possible questions.  They might build up a number of different 
essay plans to different possible questions. The important point in these activities is to enable candidates to 
develop their management of material such as how to best structure their content to answer the specifi c 
question. However, success can be undermined by writing up a rote-learnt answer which was not adapted to 
the question set.      

This new style report features work produced by the candidates in the actual examination. The mark scheme 
itself is generic to all questions.  It was not possible to include exemplars for every question. 
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Area 1A: The Study of Religion

Question 1 - Religion and Science

Candidates had sound knowledge of different models for establishing the relationship between religion 
and science. Some responses were up to date in scholarship and went beyond discussing only the confl ict 
model. One candidate noted that ‘the question of science and religion co-existing is wildly unjustifi ed’ and 
went on to argue that ‘mutual agnosticism is the only way to pursue either within a logical capacity’. There was 
some evidence in the whole essay of independent thought that emerged from studying the topic and if the 
candidate’s argument is supported by a thorough knowledge of relevant scholarship then the conclusion 
becomes more convincing. 

Answers to the evolution and creation debate could have used the material more effectively to analyse 
the religious signifi cance of this debate. There was some very interesting work on the religious and 
scientifi c issues that surround a range of creation myths or theories. Discussion was organised around the 
compatibility or incompatibility of these myths/theories with religion and science and there was evidence 
of original thinking in the answers which discussed  creation myths or theories.  

Some candidates analysed the Design Argument or the Cosmological Argument for the existence of God 
with no obvious link to the question or the topic they had investigated . The demands of the Investigations 
paper are different to the Foundations paper and this Area of Study is not exclusively about the existence of 
God. However, there were some examples of how this material was placed contextually within the religion 
and science debate.

Question 2 - Anthropology of Religion; Psychology of Religion; Sociology of Religion

 The most popular disciplines investigated were the psychology of religion and the sociology of religion 
with some candidates focussing on an in-depth study of an important scholar related to these areas such as 
Marx, Freud and Jung. There were also a number of studies on new religious movements and cults but the 
majority of these were descriptive accounts and lacked an analytic element. One example showed that the 
candidate had a clear view of how a sociologists view on religion can be contrasted against another view.

Question 3 – A Study of Creative Expressions In Religious Life

Topics investigated ranged from fi lm, art, architecture to music and poetry. Some candidates addressed the 
question through studies of fi lm which were clearly thought out; however, some candidates could improve 
their answers by addressing in more detail the religious theme(s) that underpins the fi lms or directors they 
investigated. 

Some good examples of poets or poetry were seen. One candidate studied Gerard Manley Hopkins, a Jesuit 
Poet, and had a thorough grasp of his poetry. There was a very clear understanding of his works in the essay 
and the candidate was able to analyse with great insight and clarity the creative contribution and expression 
Hopkins has. 
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Area 1B: The Study of Philosophy of Religion

Question 1 - Religious Experience; Meditation

Many candidates gave a good outline of the argument for the existence of God based on religious experience 
and considered its strengths and weaknesses. Some candidates also considered the epistemological impact 
of religious experience in terms of understanding ourselves and/or God.  

Most candidates addressed the ‘understanding of ourselves’ aspect very well and wrote interestingly of 
psychological prompts for interpreting experiences as divine or physiological explanations. Scholarship 
was well used in these answers, with contemporary scientifi c experiments referred to such as Persinger’s 
neurotheological research and data collected from the God Experiment or the Alister Hardy Religious 
Experience Research Centre. The best candidates were able to include a good, balanced conclusion and AO2 
comment throughout and some candidates included less common material e.g. religious experience in non-
Christian.   

Question 2 – Contrasting standpoints on the relationship between mind and body

The most popular approach for this question was a to focus on Life after Death as a way of analysing the 
diffi culties or implications of the mind/body problem in terms of identifying a self and continuity. The best 
answers systematically examined forms of monism and dualism and tackled issues of interaction, some then 
with Life after Death as more of a case study as to how these theories might then play out.  Scholarship was 
largely very good in this question with reference to Descartes and other scholars within the fi eld. There was 
much evidence of competent philosophical analysis of a range of viewpoints both ancient and modern. 

Some candidate responses included learned material which did not answer the question as set. The 
following extract is from an answer that exemplifi es this diffi culty.
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This can be contrasted with the extract below which follows a coherent discussion of the options whilst 
bearing in mind the demands of the question.  

Question 3 - A study of one or more philosophers of religion

Good quality answers focussed on a interesting range of philosophers with many candidates choosing to 
compare and contrast two different philosophers, thus allowing for easier AO2 comment on their impact. 
Some candidates gave a good analysis of the impact of the philosopher(s) investigated. Some candidates 
found it hard to discuss the impact of their philosopher even though they had already covered this in AO1. 
Philosophers ranged from C.S. Lewis to Plato, Nietzsche, Descartes (very popular), Sartre and Kierkegaard 
(these two were extremely popular especially in comparison to each other) and several focused on Aquinas 
although largely through the 5 Ways only. Answers on Aquinas would have benefi tted from offering a wider 
overview of his works as Aquinas did not limit himself to just the 5 ways. 

The best answers referred to a range of ideas or works by the chosen philosopher and put them in context 
of their time or the impact on subsequent thought which made for interesting analysis of their ideas. Not 
many answers included much by way of comment from scholars on the views of the philosophers, and 
although this was not a requirement it did enhance the answers that were able to do it. Some answers chose 
one idea or argument from their chosen philosopher and wrote about strengths or weaknesses of that view. 
Whilst this was not necessarily a bad approach it was often not fully focused on the question 
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Area 1C: The Study of Ethics 

Question 1 - Medical Ethics

This was by far the most popular question, with the majority of candidates choosing the topic of abortion 
or euthanasia. Some candidates had a very wide ranging understanding of ethical theory whilst discussing 
the issues with reference to well-deployed scholarship and modern day examples. Some candidates also 
applied Aristotle’s virtue ethics and Aquinas’ natural law convincingly. Other candidates identifi ed important 
religious principles in the material they had investigated and discussed thoroughly the implications of 
these religious principles to developments in medical ethics. Some candidates did not address this question 
directly but instead wrote about the topic that they had investigated without relating it to the focus of the 
question. 

Most candidates wrote about one topic but some who focused on principles and issues drew on evidence 
from a variety of topic areas. A lot of candidates relied on taught material from unit one (Situation Ethics, 
Utilitarianism) rather than showing evidence of independent research, although most were able to apply 
the material to the chosen topic. Those who had undertaken a more independent approach had accessed 
some interesting material from Warnock, Singer and current debates in the UK Parliament particularly 
about assisted death. Many candidates focused on sanctity of life versus quality of life debates including 
discussions of personhood. Many candidates made reference to issues of women’s rights using Thompson 
and Warren. Some candidates were over-reliant on case studies from current affairs and did not analyse the 
issues raised.

Question 2  - The natural world

In most cases candidates had a focused understanding of the various views of stewardship and linking 
this to modern issues in relation to the environment. Clear use of scholarship and examples was evident. 
Candidates expressed viewpoints clearly and with a consistent approach. Some candidates were able to 
refer to deep and shallow ecology, the Gaia hypothesis with reference to James Lovelock, Peter Singer and 
discussed the possibility of anthropocentric versus biocentric models.  Candidates had clearly researched 
the topic of the environment in depth and often in a very specifi c area and incorporated it with a very good 
understanding of environmental ethics. 

Some candidates were able to apply situation ethics, Kantian ethics and Utilitarianism to the issue, 
although some did present alternative arguments relying on capitalism versus stewardship.  However, other 
candidates referred too much to the content of the environmental issue rather than applying and analysing 
ethical theories. Less able candidates tended to write a lot about current trends in environmental issues with 
often very little ethical or religious content at all. 
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The essay below shows how carefully the candidate used their material to answer the question. The 
introduction sets out how the candidate has made a relationship between the topic and the set question.  



8

Religious Studies 6RS02



9

Religious Studies 6RS02



10

Religious Studies 6RS02



11

Religious Studies 6RS02



12

Religious Studies 6RS02



13

Religious Studies 6RS02



14

Religious Studies 6RS02



15

Religious Studies 6RS02



16

Religious Studies 6RS02

Question 3 - Equality in the modern world

As with question 1, the best answers tended to be more aware of the contemporary religious, ethical, and 
political controversy. For instance, better answers on homosexuality seemed to have current knowledge of 
the Anglican debate over Gene Robinson and the threat of splits in the Anglican Communion. Some were 
well aware of the rival media commentary given by various bishops and theologians, and this was impressive 
when set against a backdrop of scriptural and philosophical information. A few candidates who utilised 
Martin Luther King’s life as an example and explored the issues in the modern world did a very good job and 
managed to focus on the question at hand.

It is important that candidates are concerned by gender, race, and sexuality, but the passion and interest 
needs to be tied to genuine knowledge content. Some candidates explored the work of Martin Luther King 
but this was at times to the detriment of the question as it became an exploration of his life and work rather 
than an exploration of a question on the principle of equality.  Some candidates did not refer to ethical 
theories at all and gave a history of Martin Luther King or women’s rights without answering the question. 
Other candidates described social phenomena e.g. the changing role of women in society without entering 
into any analysis of the issues described. 

The extract below is an example of a good introduction to question 3. The material in the fi rst two 
paragraphs already promises a very interesting investigation. 
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Reading on in the same essay another interesting paragraph (below) fl owed on from  a discussion that 
skilfully covered a range of issues that were fully supported by reading that showed some independent 
investigation. 

The essay concludes with a reference to Utilitarianism and scapegoat issues that shows how the candidate 
was still mindful of the question and the fi nal sentence leaves us convinced that there are indeed issues that 
challenge the principle of equality as the question invited candidates to consider.  
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Area 1D: The Study of World Religions

Question 1 – A study of one or more religions concerning ethical precepts and 
applied ethics

Some candidates included excellent information on greater and lesser Jihad with reference to scholars and 
religious texts whilst less able candidates simply wrote all they knew about Jihad.  Candidates can improve 
their answers by demonstrating a much more detailed approach to studying any particular world religion. 
Islam has a strong tradition of hadith and candidates made little or no reference to these teachings. Since 
Islamic legal scholars are utilizing hadith as an adjunct to the Qur’an in their development of the Islamic 
legal system this would be an area for investigation that would have great relevance in an answer to this 
question because of its emphasis on ethical precepts and applied ethics.  

The extract below from an introduction to a short essay refers to Qur’anic teachings but might have 
developed further if other sources were evident. 

Some candidates focussing on Buddhism wrote about the history of Buddhism instead of about key ethical 
teachings/one or more moral problems. Some candidates did not address the question and simply listed 
stories associated with the Buddha. Candidates can improve their answers here if they show evidence of 
scholarship in their answer. 

Question 2 - Religious pluralism; Inter-faith dialogue; Religious practice in a multi-
cultural society, including the UK

There was a range of topics but some candidates who wrote about women in Islam offered a one sided 
debate and failed to offer alternative opinions. Some candidates wrote all they knew on the fi ve pillars of 
Islam without applying this knowledge to the question. Other candidates who included a range of sources in 
their essays.

There were some very good answers on the Interfaith Dialogue and some candidates showed the intricacies 
of this dialogue and how, in one candidate’s own words, ‘difference does not diminish, it enlarges the sphere 
of human possibilities’. 
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The essay below shows an example of a scholarly account of the Interfaith Dialogue. 
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Question 3 - Contrasting Standpoints on beliefs about God and/or existence

Some candidates responded to this question using Hindu and Buddhist traditions and knew the Hindu 
scriptures well and were able to offer an interesting analysis of atman using the set text. These answers 
were able to compare and evaluate teachings on life after death from both religions and were able to draw 
sophisticated conclusions using sound religious terminology. Some other candidates offered an excellent 
account of the teachings about life after death in Islam but did not always understand the Christian 
teachings on life after death and sometimes mixed up Christian denominations. 

This question demanded knowledge of contrasting views and there can be a possibility of  answers 
becoming  one-sided if candidates are not confi dent about a tradition other than their own.  However, 
a majority of candidates appreciated the differences in belief and their research conveyed the desire to 
understand in greater depth other views.  
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Area 1E: The Study of The Old Testament/Jewish Bible

Question 1 - Religion and Science

A number of candidates concentrated either on archaeological-type responses e.g. Noah’s Ark or the walls 
of Jericho and highlighted, though useful debate, the contrasting views of scientists and theologians. Most 
candidates looked at Darwin and were clearly well-read, particularly using him in tandem with Richard 
Dawkins. Many candidates were rather one-sided in their approach to the religion and science debate 
and opportunities to refer to the Old Testament narratives were generally missed. Scholarship in the Old 
Testament is extensive and is best deployed with the relevant textual extract from which the theological 
issues emerge.  

Question 2 - The nature of God

Some candidates answered this question with an examination of the notion of God as personal and backed 
up their views with a wide range of very useful and contrasting biblical quotations, both from the Law 
and the Prophets. Some also used prophecies that linked the personal nature of God to the coming of the 
Messiah. 

The notion of holy was well-tackled through the use of scholarly opinion backed up by the Prophets and the 
Psalms. Evaluation was interesting and varied in approach, from the evangelistic notions of God’s embracing 
agape love, through pre-destination, heaven and hell to philosophical notions of free will and epistemic 
distance. 

Question 3 - Job and the problem of evil and suffering

Some candidates were able to examine the problem of suffering in Job and compare it with textual 
narratives elsewhere, most notably the Genesis myths. Many then went on to look at philosophical notions, 
particularly the Augustinian Theodicy and natural and moral evil. Scholarship was clearly evident and 
references were made to the redeeming and atoning love of Christ. However, other candidates just re-told 
the Job narratives then wrote about philosophical notions, but were unable to relate the two in a very 
meaningful way.
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The essay below shows how the candidate had implicit knowledge of the Book of Job and steered the reader 
through a range of ideas that had clearly been investigated.  The style of writing shows that the candidate 
was comfortable with the topic and could convey a clear discussion which fulfi lled the demands of the 
question. 
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Area 1F: The study of The New Testament

Question 1 - Religion and Science

Nearly all candidates approached this question by looking either at the miracles of Jesus or the resurrection, 
and contrasting them with philosophical ideas. Some candidates were able to offer good, scholarly argument 
both in support of miracles/resurrection and scientifi c arguments against. However, a large number of 
candidates tended to write two essays and link them together. The fi rst, an account of Jesus’ miracles and 
the second an account of the arguments against miracles. This was not really what the question was asking.

Question 2 - New Testament ethics and morality

Most candidates concentrated on either Jesus’ teachings at the Sermon on the Mount, or the parables and 
applied them to the moral issues chosen. There were references to Old Testament Law, particularly the more 
gruesome aspects of Deuteronomy, contrasted with the agape love of Christ. Some candidates highlighted 
the discrepancies in Christ’s teaching, for instance, on divorce. Many candidates included ethical theories, 
most often situation ethics and utilitarianism and then evaluated them against the scriptures. 

Question 3 - Life after death

Some responses contrasted the resurrection narratives and Paul’s teachings from 1 Corinthians 15 with 
philosophical arguments surrounding immortality of the soul, reincarnation and bodily resurrection. 
However, as with question 1, some candidates wrote two mini-essays and stuck them together, one on 
the resurrection and the other of philosophical notions. The results were often a little lop-sided and lacked 
depth of argument. 
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The essay below is a good example of a solid top level answer for this topic. 
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Area 1G: The Study of Christianity and the Christian Church 

Question 1 - The development of the Church up to and including the reformation

The majority of candidates chose to write about Calvin and Luther when discussing how Developments of 
the Church were marked by crises and clashes of personalities. Most candidates came to the conclusion that 
the Reformation gave rise to Biblical scholarship and theology.  The ambiguities in Church doctrine helped to 
form a compromise between Protestantism and Catholicism which in turn had repercussions for the spread 
of Christianity. As regards clashes in personalities candidates asserted that Calvin drew a lot of his theology 
from Luther and as a result was not as individual yet his contribution was great in terms of the infl uence 
of his theology on  Church organisation,  the  Doctrine of  Predestination and the need to gain clarity from 
the Bible. Other candidates did choose different time periods for this question, some chose to write about 
Cyprian of Carthage.

The essay below shows the work of a candidate who had very secure knowledge of Church History and 
who could adapt this very well to answer the question.  The essay was full of well deployed knowledge and 
critical analysis. 
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Question 2 - The Modern Period

The majority of candidates identifi ed Luther as a key fi gure to investigate and were generally able to 
demonstrate a thorough understanding of his theology and the impact this had on the development of 
the Christian Church. Candidates were able to explain and analyse Luther’s teaching on Sola Fide in detail 
and could highlight the impact this would have on the Christian Church. Others chose to look at liberation 
theology, referring to the work of James Cone, arguing that black theology was the counterpart to black 
power. The signifi cance of oppression or racism and the need for spiritual liberation was analysed with 
candidates concluding that Jesus is the liberator of the black people within the context of white oppression. 
Some candidates opted to discuss Liberation Theology as a movement referring to individuals such as Oscar 
Romero or Gutierrez. 

Question 3    CHRISTIAN BELIEF AND PRACTICE

Most responses discussed homosexuality and sexual ethics. Responses included a detailed description of 
biblical references relating to homosexuality e.g., Sodom and Gomorrah references in the  Book of Leviticus 
and in I Corinthians. Church teaching  was discussed, particularly that of the Roman Catholic church, 
developing the premise that homosexuality violates Natural Law and as such cannot fi t in with Christian 
beliefs. Some candidates were able to cite key events and developments towards the Church moving away 
from an absolutist interpretation of teachings showing that the Bible teaching has not changed but the 
people that follow the teachings have changed. References to Gene Robinson were discussed in the light of 
this.
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Grade Boundaries 
6RS02: Unit 2 - Investigations 

1A – The Study of Religion 

Grade Max. Mark A B C D E N 

Raw boundary mark 50 40 34 28 23 18 13 

Uniform boundary mark 100 80 70 60 50 40 30 

1B – The Study of Philosophy of Religion 

Grade Max. Mark A B C D E N 

Raw boundary mark 50 42 37 32 28 24 20 

Uniform boundary mark 100 80 70 60 50 40 30 

1C – The Study of Ethics 

Grade Max. Mark A B C D E N 

Raw boundary mark 50 40 36 32 28 24 20 

Uniform boundary mark 100 80 70 60 50 40 30 

1D - The Study of World Religions 

Grade Max. Mark A B C D E N 

Raw boundary mark 50 40 34 28 23 18 13 

Uniform boundary mark 100 80 70 60 50 40 30 

1E - The Study of the Old Testament/Jewish Bible 

Grade Max. Mark A B C D E N 

Raw boundary mark 50 40 34 28 23 18 13 

Uniform boundary mark 100 80 70 60 50 40 30 

1F - The Study of the New Testament 

Grade Max. Mark A B C D E N 

Raw boundary mark 50 40 34 28 23 18 13 

Uniform boundary mark 100 80 70 60 50 40 30 
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1G - The Study of Christianity and the Christian Church 

Grade Max. Mark A B C D E N 

Raw boundary mark 50 40 34 28 23 18 13 

Uniform boundary mark 100 80 70 60 50 40 30 
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