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Section A

Answer one question from Section A

1 (a) Describe and explain the evidence for the geographical and social spread of 
  Christianity in the first three centuries. [35]

 (b)  Comment on the view that Christianity only attracted converts from the higher 
  social classes. Justify your answer. [15]

2 (a)  Describe the nature and course of the persecutions which took place during 
  the reigns of the Emperors Domitian and Marcus Aurelius.  [35]

 (b)  Comment on the claim that there was no consistent policy of persecution in the 
  Roman Empire. Justify your answer.   [15]

Section B

Answer one question from Section B

3 (a) Explain the reasons why the Bishop became the most important figure in the 
  life of the Church during the first three centuries.  [35]

 (b)  With reference to other aspects of human experience, explore the claim that 
  Church leaders should always be trusted to make wise decisions. Justify your 
  answer.   [15]

4 (a)  Describe the main features of the writings of the Apologists, with reference to 
  Justin Martyr.  [35]

 (b) With reference to other aspects of human experience, comment on the view 
  that writers will always be needed to explain and defend religious faith in a
  secular age. Justify your answer. [15]
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