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Section A

Answer two questions from this section

1 (a) With reference to relevant sources, analyse the ways in which the doctrine and  
practice of  baptism developed in the first three centuries. [30]

 (b) Critically assess the view that the early Church placed too much emphasis on the 
observance of  the sacraments. [20]

2 (a) Analyse and discuss the emergence and main characteristics of  Montanism. [30]

 (b) Critically assess the claim that the Church over-reacted to the threat of  Montanism. [20]

3 (a) Outline and explain the development of  the Canon of  Scripture in the first three 
centuries. [30]

 (b) Critically assess the view that a fixed Canon of  Scripture is no longer essential in  
the Church. [20]

4 (a) Examine the contribution of  Tertullian to the major theological and practical issues 
which concerned the early Christian Church. [30]

 (b) Critically evaluate the claim that these issues have little relevance for the Church  
today. [20]
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Section B

Synoptic Assessment

Theme: Suffering

You must answer this question

5 (a) With reference to at least two different areas of  study, outline and examine some key 
ideas in relation to the problem of  suffering. [30]

 (b) Critically assess the view that suffering can never be satisfactorily explained.  
You should refer to other aspects of  human experience in your answer. [20]
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