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Section A

Answer two questions from this section

1 (a) With reference to relevant sources, examine the teaching of the Early Church on sin 
and repentance. [30]

 (b) “The Church no longer has the power to impose effective sanctions on its members.” 
Critically assess this statement. [20]

2 (a) With reference to relevant sources, outline and explain the origins and main 
characteristics of Gnosticism. [30]

 (b) Critically evaluate the claim that the challenge of heresy made the Church grow 
stronger. [20]

3 (a) Outline and consider how the writings of any major Christian writer you have studied 
contributed to the development of the Early Church. [30]

 (b) Critically assess the view that the study of early Christian literature has value for  
the Church in any age. [20]

4 (a) Identify and explain the main causes of the Arian controversy. [30]

 (b) Critically assess the view that the Council of Nicaea was a turning point in the  
history of the Christian Church. [20]
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Section B

Synoptic Assessment

Theme: Suffering

You must answer this question

5 (a) With reference to at least two different areas of study, consider the contribution of 
some key people to the problem of suffering. [30]

 (b) Critically evaluate the view that the religious believer should always accept suffering  
as the will of God. You should refer to other aspects of human experience in your 
answer. [20]
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